
March 2019 

As I write this 
month’s message, 
the first beautiful 
signs of Spring are 
everywhere.  This is 
a wonderful time of 
the Rotary year in 
District 5170, with 
more service, fun 
and fellowship going 

on than just about any other time.  Next up 
will be our annual District Training              
Assembly, which will take place on Saturday, 
April 6th at the Biltmore Hotel in Santa Clara.  
Just as the name suggests, this is the          
opportunity for all of next year’s Club       
leaders to get prepared for the jobs ahead, 
with special training for the Presidents-Elect,  
Club Secretaries, Club Treasurers and Board 
members.  The highlights of the program will 
include a presentation by Past RI Director 
Brad Howard, and the finals of the Richard  
D. King Speech Contest, featuring the       
contestants who made their way through  
the Club, Area and Regional contests…so  
you can be sure the presentations will be      
amazing!  You can register for the DTA either 
directly online, at the District website, or 
through your Club sign-up sheet.  Either way, 
I hope to see you all there.  Note: Because  
of its proximity to the DTA, we will not be 
holding a Leadership Meeting on April 3rd  
as was originally scheduled. 

_________________________ 

Next up will be “The Big Show”, our 2019     
D-5170 District Conference, which will be 
held this year at the historic USS Hornet in 
Alameda, on Friday and Saturday, May 17-
18, with Community Service Projects around 
the District on Sunday, May 19th.  Our     
Conference team has gone all out to make 
this the most spectacular District event in   
recent memory as we “Celebrate Leaders 
Who Serve”, including our military veterans 
and all of those who have dedicated       
themselves to service to community           
and mankind.  There will very literally          
be something for everyone, as we launch   
our Conference with the District Golf              
Tournament at Noon on Friday, followed by 
our special showing of the Sundance Award-
Winning film “Apollo 11”, the account of the 
historic first Moon landing 50 years ago, an 
event in which the Hornet played a key role.  
The Friday Banquet will be our special       
Veterans’ Program honoring all those who 
serve, which should not be missed.  Saturday 
will feature sixteen forums; the House of 
Friendship; our inaugural Parade of Flags, 
celebrating our Clubs; our RI President’s  
Representative, past RI Director Larry     
Lunsford; docent tours; and concluding with 
our Grand Banquet, featuring keynote   
speaker, astronaut Capt. Scott Kelly.  Our    
annual District Awards will be presented 
throughout the course of the Conference.  
Whew!  Join us for any part of the           
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weekend…or the whole thing for one bargain all-inclusive price.  I’m very much looking 
forward to seeing a record turnout for this very special District Conference! 

Register at: https://events.rotarydistrict5170.org/rotary-district-5170-events/2019-
district-conference 

__________________________ 

Finally, our Spring of Celebration (and our Rotary year!) will conclude with two events:  
first, the Rotary International Convention in Hamburg, Germany, June 1-5.  There is still 
time to register for the Convention before the final price increase on March 31st, and we 
still have a few spots open for our fabulous Convention River Cruise on the Elbe River.     
All registration links are on the District website.  Finally,  please save the date on your          
calendars for the 2019 D-5170 “Roast & Toast”, which will be held this year on Sunday, 
June 23rd at Blackberry Farm in Cupertino. 

____________________________ 

I cannot close without a reminder that March and April are our months for the PolioPlus 
“Flash Campaign”, and that all Rotarians are asked to please contribute at least $50, which 
will be matched with $100, to get us closer to the finish line in the final eradication of   
polio.  Your contribution to the Flash Campaign, as well as your generous support of the 
TRF Annual Fund, are going to make this a record year for giving for District 5170.  On    
behalf of the lives that are saved and made better, I say “Thank you”! 
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Vocational Service 
Jim Gibson, District Vocational Service Chair 

email— jimgib007@aol.com 
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The Recent College 
Admissions Bribery 
Scandal shows          
Rotary's Emphasis on 
Ethical Business     
Practices Matters 
 
Is it the truth?  Is it fair 
to all concerned?  
These questions      
suggest an ethic based 
in what is right and 

what is honest and what should motivate people's 
decision making... rather than, say, the question 
of "What's in it for me?" 
 
Some of our youth are now interacting within   
our society who were students (high school or          
college) back in 2012.  The Josephson Institute, 
which promotes a Character Counts program with 
emphasis on ethical behavior, made a regular    
survey of randomly chosen U.S. high school      
students with the following results (below)... but 
it is still somewhat alarming what the statistics/
results tell us.  
 
The Ethics of American Youth: 2012  
 
FOR THE FIRST TIME IN A DECADE, LYING,  
CHEATING AND STEALING AMONG AMERICAN 
STUDENTS DROPS.  Biennial Report Card on 
American Youth by Josephson Institute of Ethics 
Finds Evidence That Young People Are Cheating, 
Lying and Stealing Less  (See also: Report on youth 
violence, bullying and high-risk behavior.) 
 
LOS ANGELES, CA (November 20, 2012) -- A      
continual parade of headline-grabbing incidents 
of dishonest and unethical behavior from political 
leaders, business executives and prominent      

athletes suggests that we are in a moral recession. 
But a new report — the 2012 Report Card on the 
Ethics of American Youth — suggests that a robust 
recovery is underway.  More information can be 
found at:  http://charactercounts.org/pdf/
reportcard/2012/ReportCard-2012-
DataTables.pdf. 
 
The survey of 23,000 high school students,    
which was conducted by the Los Angeles-based            
Josephson Institute of Ethics, reveals that for the 
first time in a decade students are cheating, lying 
and stealing less than in previous years. The       
Institute conducts the national survey every two 
years.  
 
CHEATING: In 2010, 59 percent of students       
admitted they had cheated on an exam in the 
past year; in 2012 that rate dropped to 51       
percent. Students who copied an Internet         
document for a classroom assignment dropped    
2 percent, from 34 percent in 2010 to 32 percent 
in 2012.  

 
Other good news:  
LYING: Students who said they lied to a teacher 
in the past year about something significant 
dropped from 61 percent in 2010 to 55 percent in 
2012. Those who lied to their parents about 
something significant also dropped from 80       
percent to 76 percent. In 2012, 38 percent of the 
students said they sometimes lie to save money; 
that is a drop of 3 percent from 2010.  

 
STEALING: In 2010, 27 percent of the students 
said they had stolen something from a store in 
the past year. In 2012 that number dropped to 20 
percent. In 2010, 17 percent said they stole  
something from a friend in the past year           
compared to 14 percent in 2012. The percentage 

Continued on next page... 

mailto:jimgib007@aol.com
https://charactercounts.org/programs/reportcard/2012/installment_report-card_bullying-youth-violence.html
https://charactercounts.org/programs/reportcard/2012/installment_report-card_bullying-youth-violence.html
https://charactercounts.org/new-survey-reveals-character-improvements-in-american-youth/
https://charactercounts.org/new-survey-reveals-character-improvements-in-american-youth/
https://charactercounts.org/new-survey-reveals-character-improvements-in-american-youth/


Page 11 March 2019 

www.rotarydistrict5170.org  —  www.rotary.org 

who said they stole something from a parent       
or other relative in the past year (2012) also           
decreased (from 21 to 18 percent).  

 
“It’s a small ray of sunshine shining through lots of 
dark clouds,” said Michael Josephson, founder 
and president of the Josephson Institute of Ethics 
and a nationally-noted commentator on behavior. 
“Changes in children’s behavior of this magnitude 
suggest a major shift in parenting and school    
involvement in issues of honesty and character. 
The number of schools adopting our CHARACTER 
COUNTS! program, and parents who visit our 
website, suggests that adults interacting with 
young people are more concerned with teaching 
kids that honesty really is important.”  (Could   
Rotary also be an influence?)  Josephson added, 
“Though there is still far too much cheating, lying 
and stealing, I think we have turned the corner.”   
Josephson’s theory is supported by survey results 
showing that 93 percent of students said their 
parents or guardians always want them to do the 
ethically right thing, no matter the cost.  Eighty-
five percent said most adults in their life            
consistently set a good example in terms of      
ethics and character.  

 
Other important findings:  
Young people believe ethics and character are 
important, and they think highly of their own 
ethics despite very high rates of dishonesty and 
other unethical conduct.  

 99 percent agree that "it is important for 
me to be a person with good character." 

 93 percent say they are satisfied with 
their own ethics and character. 

 81 percent believe that when it comes to 
doing what is right, they are better than 
most people they know. 

 
Boys are much more likely to harbor negative 
attitudes and engage in dishonest conduct than 
girls. 

 Almost one-quarter of the boys (23     
percent) admitted stealing from a store 
in the past year, compared to 17 percent 
of the girls. 

 Boys were almost twice as likely to    
steal from a friend as girls (19 percent        
compared to 10 percent). Boys were 6 
percent more likely to steal from a      
parent or other relative (21 percent    
versus 15 percent). 

 Nearly half of the boys (45 percent)     
believe that “a person has to lie and 
cheat at least occasionally in order to 
succeed.” Twenty-eight percent of girls 
surveyed possess this cynical belief. 

 Boys are twice as likely as girls (20       
percent versus 10 percent) to believe “it 
is not cheating if everyone is doing it.” 

 While 95 percent of the girls agree that 
“being good is more important than     
being rich,” only 86 percent of the boys 
have this belief. 

 One in five (19 percent) of the boys      
disagreed with the statement: “It’s not 
worth it to cheat because it hurts your 
character.” One in ten girls did not agree 
with the statement. 

 
The purpose of reminding us of this recent news  
is not to beat a dead horse, but to have us all    
become more aware of how lying, cheating,     
stealing or bribing hurts all of us in that it isn't 
truthful and it isn't fair to others. 
 
Rotary and Rotarians can help make a difference 
not only now, but in the near future.  The        
questions would be: 1) what can your Rotary    
Club do to help establish high ethical business 
practices in your community, and, 2) how do we 
teach ethics, in a meaningful way, to our youth?    
I believe that your Club's Vocational Services can 
help other Avenues of Service mentor youth,  
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provide Job Shadowing exercises, invite Senior 
Citizens and retired folks to meet with youngsters 
to encourage ethical behavior, and work with 
your Chamber of Commerce to offer a course:  
The Positive Benefits Business Ethics to the 
bottom line and to the business reputation. 
 
... and a wee little extra for the Irish in our midst...  
 
Firstly, in honor of the Irish literary form-- the  
limerick: 
 

There was a young lady named Rose 
Who had a large wart on her nose. 

When she had it removed  
Her appearance improved, 

But her glasses slipped down to her toes. 
 

... and…  

A Cupertino Rotarian owned a landscaping    

nursery.  He created a new plant by combining the 

four-leafed clover with poison oak.  It sold very 

well to Irishmen wanting to have a rash of good 

luck! 
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Club Events 

Click on event flyers to be taken to the Club websites for more information 

https://lacyjdalton.brownpapertickets.com/
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Club Events 

Click on event flyers to be taken to the Club websites for more information 

https://www.dazzlemorganhill.org/
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Club Events 

Click on event flyers to be taken to the Club websites for more information 

https://www.morganhillrotary.org/


 
 

The District Office is located at 2570 N. First Street, Suite 200, San Jose, CA 95131.   

www.rotarydistrict5170.org  |  Phone:(408) 273-4577   |   Email: admin@rotarydistrict5170.org 

 

To highlight your club projects and events in the District newsletter, please email the information to 

admin@rotarydistrict5170.org by the 10th of each month.  

Ro ta r y  D i s t r i c t  5170  

2018-2019 Officers: 
District Governor:  Tim Lundell   

Immediate Past District Governor: Orrin Mahoney 

District Governor-Elect:  Ramesh Hariharan 

District Governor Nominee:  Gregg Giusiana 

District Governor Nominee Designate:  Richard Flanders 

Chief of Staff:  Debby Rice 

Lieutenant Governor:  Judy Wilson 

District Treasurer:  Joe Pfahnl 

Sergeant at Arms:  John Bruzus 

District Administrator:  Olivia Poe 

Assistant Governors: 
Area 1:  Ruben Sundeen 

Area 3:  Jim Bell 

Area 4:  Lee Denlinger 

Area 5:  Art Taylor 

Area 6:  Art Testani 

Area 7:  Karen McNamara 

Area 8:  Tina Orsi-Hartigan 

Area 9:  Richard Schoelerman 

 

District Chairs: 
Community Service:  Scott Savage 

International Service:  Jeboy Koshy 

Vocational Service:  Jim Gibson 

Club Service: Don MacKenzie 

Youth Service:  Chris Miller 

Marketing/Public Image: Ginger Taylor McDonald 

Membership: Hung Wei 

District Trainer/Technology and Communication for Enhanced Training:  Arley Marley 

The Rotary Foundation:  Russ Hobbs 

District Conference Co-Chair:  Deb Knowles 

District Conference Co-Chair:  Debby Rice 
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Please help the District Office share the 
most accurate information. Update 

your information now on ClubRunner.  

https://portal.clubrunner.ca/50083/
User/Login 

“Like” Rotary District 5170  

on Facebook 

We share club posts, information from 
Rotary International, District event  
information and more on our Facebook 
page https://
www.facebook.com/
RotaryDistrict5170.  

Go check it out today! 
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