
     IItt’’ss  TTiimmee  ffoorr  tthhee  BBiigg  PPuusshh!!  
The magic of Springtime is upon us, which means that our Rotary year is 
winding through its final quarter.  Many Rotarians are already looking to next 
year and preparing plans for new leadership.  But wait!  We still have lots of 
unfinished business for 2014-15!  Many clubs have achieved the TRF Annual 
Giving goals they set just a year ago…but many others still have a gap to close. 
25 of our 53 Clubs have not yet reached their Annual Giving goals (highlighted 
on table, Page 6).  Some are very close, and some have a considerable way to 
go.  Please look below, right now, to see where your club stands with less than 
three months to go in the year, both for the Annual Giving campaign, and for 
contributions to Polio Plus.  If you are a Club President, TRF Chair or even 
an Assistant Governor, you must ask:  Have I done all I can to encourage 
Rotarians in my Club or my area to reach the goals we set?  Have I 
reviewed pledges to see if there are funds still to be collected?  Have I 
devoted a meeting or part of a meeting to encouraging the members 
about support for TRF this year?  There are still 38% of District Rotarians 
who have given NOTHING to the Annual Fund this year….are some of these in 
your Club?  Now is the time work on your 2014-15 team legacy, so you can say 
“We challenged ourselves during MY year, and we met the challenge”.  As 
always, your District TRF team is here to help you reach your goals. 
 

 

SIMPLY BY PURCHASING MOTHER’S DAY 
CARDS, SPECIALLY PRODUCED BY DISTRICT 

5170 , ROTARIANS HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY TO 
MAKE A CONTRIBUTION TO SAVING A CHILD’S 

LIFE FROM POLIO 

LAST CHANCE, BY APRIL 25
TH

! 

charliewasser@att.net 

mailto:charliewasser@att.net


The District Foundation Chair’s Corner 
By Cecelia Babkirk 

 
Wow!  May is just around the corner!  Many of our tasks are accomplished and we’re 
preparing for the 2015-2016 Rotary year.  I’ve been working to increase the Fund 
Development staffing, arrange trainings, setting Foundation policy and procedure and a 
dozen other things.  Rather than bore you with all that, I’ll keep this to a minimum with a 
rundown of a few important things. 
 
Annual Giving for 2014-2015: 
The year is not over and there are still a number of clubs which have not reached their 
Annual Fund goal.  We’ll be working with you to get those contributions in as we come 
down the home stretch in this Rotary year.   Governor Ed would love to see us overtake 
District 5320 in Annual Fund contributions and EREY and we are “this close”!  It ain’t over 
‘til it’s over, as they say. 
 
Rotary U: 
The District Rotary Foundation Committee will have TWO sessions at Rotary U.  One for 
Fund Development and one for Grants.  The will not run concurrently, so those who are 
interested in both topics can get their fill on Tuesday, May 21.  The schedule will be out 
shortly and we hope to see you there. 
In the Fund Development session, we’ll have a panel discussion which will include 
members who are reaching beyond their clubs (other peoples’ money and crowdsourcing) 
to raise money for The Rotary Foundation programs, including grants and Polio Plus.   
In the Grants session, we’ll bring you up to date with the newest and latest information 
regarding District Grants, Global Grants and Scholar Grants.  The Rotary Foundation has 
provided a crowdsourcing platform for clubs to raise money for Rotary projects – very 
exciting information for you grants folks, so don’t miss it! 
 
District Foundation Fund Development Team: 
The village will grow in the coming year, with Resource Leaders in each area within the 
District, as well as financial professionals who will be available to help members with such 
things as estate planning, financial planning, tax and insurance needs, while identifying 
potential major donors and Legacy Society members.  If you are an estate attorney, 
financial planner, insurance professional or EA/CPA and would like to be a member of the 
team, please contact me at rotariancecelia@gmail.com 
Come and meet the team at Rotary U! 
 
APRIL 30 DEADLINE:  DDF Spending Plans and Club MOUs are DUE.  If your club 
wishes to choose how it uses its DDF and to be qualified to do Rotary Foundation 
Grants, the club President-Elect (and nominee) needs to complete return these 
forms. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SSppeecciiaall  GGrraannttss  RReeppoorrtt  
FFrroomm  tthhee  ssttaarrtt  ooff  eeaacchh  RRoottaarryy  yyeeaarr,,  tthhee  mmaaiinn  ffooccuuss  ffoorr  tthhee  DDiissttrriicctt  TTRRFF  TTeeaamm  iiss  
eennccoouurraaggiinngg  tthhee  ffuullffiillllmmeenntt  ooff  AAnnnnuuaall  GGiivviinngg  aanndd  PPoolliiooPPlluuss  ggooaallss  sseett  bbyy  eeaacchh  
CClluubb..    BBuutt  eeaacchh  yyeeaarr,,  eeqquuaall  aatttteennttiioonn  oouugghhtt  ttoo  bbee  ggiivveenn  ttoo  tthhee  ccrreeaattiivviittyy,,  
ppeerrssiisstteennccee  aanndd  eexxppeerrttiissee  ooff  oouurr  CClluubbss  iinn  ddeessiiggnniinngg  aanndd  eexxeeccuuttiinngg  GGrraannttss  
PPrroojjeeccttss……tthhaatt  iiss,,  tthhee  ssppeennddiinngg  ooff  tthhee  mmoonneeyy  tthhaatt  yyoouu  aallll  ssoo  ggeenneerroouussllyy  ddoonnaattee..    
SSoo  wwee  aarree  vveerryy  pplleeaasseedd  ttoo  pprreesseenntt  iinn  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  ttaabblleess  ssoommee  ooff  tthhee  DD--55117700  
CClluubbss  aanndd  tthhee  pprroojjeeccttss  ffuunnddeedd  bbyy  DDiissttrriicctt  oorr  GGlloobbaall  GGrraannttss……..  tthhee  mmoonneeyy  tthhaatt  
ccoommeess  bbaacckk  ttoo  uuss  ffrroomm  TTRRFF..

2014-15 ROTARY YEAR END DEADLINES 
Credit Cards:   Online via www.rotary.org– must be authorized on or prior to Tuesday 30 June 
2015, midnight (Central Standard Time) 
Note: Sending credit card information by mail is less secure and slower than contributing on-
line.  For security purposes, please do not send credit card contributions electronically, rather 
fax them to 847-328-5260.   

   Fax: (+1-847-328-5260)—must be received by Tuesday 30 June 2015 
   Phone: (+1-866-976-8279) - must be received prior to the close of business on Tuesday 30 

June 2015 
Checks*: must be postmarked Tuesday 30 June 2015 or prior and received at the Foundation 
by Wednesday 8 July 2015 

United States Canada 

The Rotary Foundation 
14280 Collections 
Center Dr. 
Chicago, IL 60693 
USA 

The Rotary Foundation 
(Canada) 
c/o 911600 
PO Box 4090 STN A 
Toronto, ON M5W 0E9 
Canada 

*Please do NOT send in checks for the 2015-16 Rotary year until Wednesday 1 July 2015.  
Wire transfers: must be initiated prior to Tuesday 30 June 2015 and received by Thursday 2 
July 2015 
Securities: must be received prior to Tuesday 30 June 2015   
Learn how you can donate stocks, mutual funds, or other securities.  
 Special gifts: to obtain instructions for Charitable Gift Annuities and Charitable Remainder 
Unitrusts email plannedgiving@rotary.org or call +1-847-866-3100 

 

http://www.rotary.org/
https://www.rotary.org/myrotary/en/securities
mailto:plannedgiving@rotary.org


 



 





LLeetttteerr  ffrroomm  tthhee  CChhaaiirr 

 
District 5170 Rotarians, 
 
Once again, I want to  make you aware of the humanitarian tragedy that has affected 
Vanuatu, in the far west Pacific Ocean.  Most of us have barely heard of it, but we are 
hearing now.   Last October, PDG Lindsay Ford (pictured on the right), visited our 
district as a Partner in Service and his presentation included many images of the 
people of Vanuatu and the work he and his district are doing there. 
 
On March 13, a Category 5 super storm, slammed into Vanuatu, 
destroying 90% of the structures and rendering an estimated 70% 
of the population homeless.  It will be some time before the extent of 
the devastation to the outer islands of the archipelago, where 

Lindsay does much of his 
work, is known.   
Lindsay has issued an urgent 
request to his many Rotary friends, including 
District 5170, for financial assistance.  An 
account has been established in New Zealand 
to receive funds.  However, I am working with 
our District 5170 Foundation to be able to 
receive funds from our Rotarians and others 
in the US.  I will have details in the coming 

days and will communicate them through the club Presidents, Secretaries and 
Foundation Chairs.   I know that Lindsay 
will be a great steward for our funds, 
assuring they get to where they are 
needed most. 
 
Please get the word out and let’s help a 
new friend make a Rotary difference in 
the western Pacific!  My contact 
information follows, should you have any 
questions. 
 
 Warm Rotary Regards, 
 

 Cecelia Babkirk,  DRFC 
 Direct: (408) 688-0302 
 Mobile: (408) 242-6286 
 E-mail: rotariancecelia@gmail.com 
 

mailto:rotariancecelia@gmail.com


Rotary District 5170 
Fund Development Report 2014-2015 

Annual Fund: 
Annual Fund total giving to date is $679,826.  The Annual Fund Goal, as set by the cubs for 2014-2015 is 
$692,670.  With two and a half months remaining, we need only $12,844 to meet our clubs’ goal.  The 
Annual Giving Total to this date in 2014 was $683,346, which is $3,520 higher than the current year.   

 
Polio Plus: 
Polio Plus contributions to date are $49,725.  The Polio Plus Goal is $55,883.  We have $6,157 to reach 
our clubs’ goal for the year.  Note that District Governor Ed Jellen’s contribution of $12,500 DDF has not 
been transferred, so with the Governor’s contribution plus additional anticipated cash contributions from 
members will allow the district to exceed the goal.  Polio Plus contributions to date in 2014 were $50,995.  
The goal for the 2013-2014 year was $80,550.  The previous year’s (2012-2013) total contributions were 
$94,626. 

Fund Development Plan for the 2015-2016 Year 
Annual Fund: 
Increase the size of the Fund Development committee to include a Resource Leader for each area.  This 
person will be responsible for tracking club contributions each month and for working with the club 
Foundation Chairs to identify opportunities for clubs to achieve their fundraising goal, attain EREY status 
(Every Rotarian Every Year).  District 5170 is currently #2 in the Zone for EREY.  Additionally, we will 
work with the Resource Leaders to identify potential major donors/benefactors. 
 

Major Gifts/Legacy Society: 
Create a new group in each area of the district, which will include estate planning specialists, life 
insurance and financial planning professionals. With input from the Annual Fund Resource Leaders, the 
District Rotary Foundation leadership and Zone specialists they will identify potential major donors and 
approach them to participate in the major Gifts/Legacy Society programs, whether through outright gifts 
or through some sort of planned giving involving their estate.  Each group will have a minimum of three 
to four members – one in each specialized area, who will make themselves available to assist Rotarians 
with estate planning, insurance needs and financial planning services, if needed. 
 

Polio Plus: 
We will work to identify why the clubs’ goals have been declining over time and assist the Presidents-
Elect in setting goals and having a program to meet the goal.  We will also examine whether the Mother’s 
Day Card program has performed as expected and make adjustments, if necessary.  We will also educate 
the clubs on fund development methods being used by clubs in our own and other districts/the Zone, in 
order to improve contributions. 
 

Other: 
We will work with club Foundation Chairs to divide their year into “seasons”, so as not to confuse 
members about where their contributions should go.  The above-mentioned programs are the three 
major fund development initiatives at The Rotary Foundation.  In addition, many clubs have endowment 
or other capital campaigns.  Working with clubs to segment these activities will hopefully improve the 
results for all fund development areas. 
 
Respectfully Submitted on April 17, 2015, by Cecelia Babkirk 
Chair, District 5170 Rotary Foundation Committee for 2014-2016 
 



From the District Grants Chair’s Corner 
By Georganna Hildebrand  

 
We are well into the second half of the 2014-2015 Rotary year and it feels like everyone is 

ready to wind down.  However, there is still pending activity in Grant-land and some 

important dates and deadlines.   

April 30:  Club Spending Plans and MOUs are due.  We have received 

many, but not all.  How your club will use its DDF can be decided by the 

club or by the District.  If you would like the decision to be made by the 

club, as well as complete one of the key requirements for club 

qualification, please return the completed documents to me by the April 

30 deadline. 

May 1:  This is not an official deadline, but those who have pending global grants that 

would like them funded by June 30 should submit the applications by this date.  During 

June, there is less staff available at The Rotary Foundation, which slows the pipeline for 

approvals and funding. 

July 1:  Global Grants in which cash is part of the financing will be subject to a 5% cash 

management fee and the budgets will have to be adjusted accordingly.  If the cash 

contribution is not processed through the Rotary Foundation and the funds are submitted 

directly to your Grants Bank account, this fee will not apply.  Therefore, we strongly 

recommend that all pending Global Grants which are intended to be funded by June 30 be 

submitted by May 1. 

Note that there is a significant change to the scholarship program for the 2015-2016 year.  

Please refer to Marie Sikora’s article in this issue of TRF News Today for more details.  The 

District 5170 web site is being updated to reflect those changes. 

If any of you has questions regarding these or other grants-related matters, please contact 

me at georganna@antarestech.com , or your Grant Resource Leaders as follows: 

Areas 1-3 Bob Dolci bobandkathleen@comcast.net 

Areas 4–6 Jon Winston jon@winstonhome.com 

Areas 7-9 Gerri Hussey gerri.hussey@mail.com 
 

mailto:georganna@antarestech.com
mailto:bobandkathleen@comcast.net
mailto:jon@winstonhome.com
mailto:gerri.hussey@mail.com


Rotary District 5170 Scholarship Program 
2015-2016 

By Marie Sikora, District Scholar Chair 
 

Significant changes will take place in the District 5170 Rotary Scholarship program 

in the 2015-2016 Rotary year.  The District will begin a pilot which will broaden the 

program to include both  upper-division and graduate students and bring the 

program within the reach of more clubs.  

Applicants must submit their applications to their local Rotary Club for their 

sponsorship. Following are the highlights: 

1.  The scholarship is for the 2015-2016 school and Rotary year only. 

2.  Study may take place in the US or abroad. 

3.  Open to college or university juniors, seniors and graduate students. 

4.  The major or graduate work must be within one or more of the six Areas 

of Focus. 

5.  The program will be conducted through the District Grant program only. 

6.  Scholarship awards are a minimum of $1,000 and maximum of $5,000 

per club/scholar, first-come, first-served, until the funds ($20,000) are 

depleted. 

7.  Clubs may award more than one scholarship, subject to the $5,000 limit. 

8.  The student application will be online. 

9.  The sponsoring club must interview the scholar and complete/submit a 

cover letter signed by the club President with the student application to 

MLSikora@earthlink.net. The District Scholarship Committee will issue the 

final approval. 

10. The grant/scholarship will cover tuition and books only. 

11. The student must reside in District 5170, although they may attend 

college outside the district. 

12. All District Grant rules and deadlines apply, except as stated above. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Marie Sikora, District 5170 Scholar Chair at 

MLSikora@earthlink.net or Georgie Hildebrand, District Grants Chair, at 

georganna@antarestech.com. 

 

mailto:mlsikora@earthlink.net
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