
              From the District TRF Chair… 
By PDG Russ Hobbs 

It was an odd feeling when I looked at my July 1 District 5170 Fundraising 
Analysis, because all of our numbers went back to zero.  I was used to 
checking the report several times a week, and each time seeing our 
Annual Giving/Total Giving numbers steadily rise.  We had a record-
breaking year in 2017-18 with Annual giving reaching $819,047 and Total 
Giving $1,211,040.  We improved the lives of thousands of people last 
year--that's what Rotarians do.  With the money that was raised, our Clubs 
got Humanitarian Projects funded to: (1) inoculate more children of the 
world against polio; (2) provide clean drinking water to countries that 
desperately needed it;(3) help the blind to see; (4) help the lame to walk; 
and (5) provide life-saving medical equipment to hospitals around the 
world just to name a few.  But this is a new Rotary Year, and there is more 
work to do.  It would be easy to sit back and say--What difference can we 
possibly make?  I'm reminded of the "starfish" story where two little boys 
were walking down the beach and one of the boys kept throwing back into 
the water a starfish that had washed up on the shore.  The other boy said, 
"what difference can this make--you can't save them all!!  The other boy 
replied, "it made a difference to that one".  We Rotarians are like that little 
boy, so once again we will roll up our sleeves and get busy doing the work 
that is so familiar to us.  And I'm confident when we get to this point next 
year we will again say “Wow, another record-breaking year.” 
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By Paul Yeadon, District Annual Giving Chair 

  

Real News 
Recently 12 boys from a Thai soccer team and their coach were trapped in a cave by swiftly rising flood 
waters. Rescuers worked furiously to find a way to get them out before they perished. As this drama 
unfolded, the world was watching. Thai Navy Seals worked around the clock to find a solution. The 
Pentagon dispatched a special operations team. Elon Musk arrived to offer his mini sub if needed. 
Every major media organization ran multiple headline reports over several days. A Google search of 
“soccer team rescue from cave” produces over 400,000,000 results. Sadly, one of the Seals lost their 
life, yet thankfully the entire team and coach escaped, with no time to spare.  
Recently, a Tsunami hit a community and killed 2,195 people, mostly babies and children. Thousands 
more are suffering injuries and disease. 14,000 more are expected to die in the next week, mostly babies 
and children. Ultimately the death toll is expected to hit 800,000 this year. It is a human tragedy of epic 
proportions. 
 
Many may be familiar with the first story, but not the second; yet they are both real news...except the 
“Tsunami” is really called diarrhea. A Google search of “childhood diarrhea deaths” produces 
10,000,000 results, 2.5% as compared to the soccer team story. 
According the Centers for Disease Control in Atlanta, 2,195 children die daily of diarrhea, accounting 
for 1 in 9 child deaths worldwide. It is entirely preventable not only through rotavirus vaccination and 
breastfeeding, but prevention through clean water and improved sanitation is essential to put an end to 
this tragedy. 
 
As Rotarians, we understand the importance of clean water and sanitation. It is one of our primary 
areas of focus. At any given time, there are many projects being undertaken around the world by 
Rotarians to bring clean water and sanitation to underserved communities to prevent diarrhea and 
other disease. Rotary is not the only NGO taking this on; but we are one of the best at doing it. Here’s 
why: We learned years ago that simply dropping into a community, building a well and leaving results 
in about a 33% success rate. Today, Rotary partners with the community being served. We have “boots 
on the ground” in the form of a local partner Rotary Club and work side by side with the local citizens 
to take action. Rotary meticulously reviews each grant to ensure sustainability; so that when we go back 
to visit the project site a few years later, the clean water is still flowing, and the community is healthy. 
Rotary clean water projects are primarily funded by the contribution each Rotarian makes to the Rotary 
Foundation of Rotary International. It is estimated that every dollar invested in clean water gets a $25 
return. The return on reduced mortality, disease and human suffering is priceless.  
 
In the coming weeks our District Governor, Tim Lundell, will visit your Club and ask you to make a 
pledge to TRF. With your help, we can reach new heights and really make a dent in solving world 
problems such as diarrhea. For those who make an annual donation to TRF, thank you so much; you 
are truly helping to make the world a better place for thousands, if not millions, of human beings. For 
those who are considering contributing this year, please know that any donation will make a difference 
and be appreciated, no matter the amount.  
 



 
By Patrick McMenamin, District Paul Harris Society Coordinator 

 

2018-2019 Paul Harris Society Plans for District 5170 
 

During 2018-2019, we look forward to building on the outstanding work Phil Dean 
has accomplished as District 5170 Paul Harris Society (PHS) coordinator during the 
past ten years. Our plans for 2018-2019  include: 
 
(A) Develop communications at Club and District level to heighten Rotarian 
awareness about membership in the Paul Harris Society. 
 
(B) Encourage Club Foundation Chairs to promote PHS membership and consult with 
District leadership to identify several specific weeks during 2018-2019 when PHS 
membership is especially promoted. 
 
(C) Promote Club-level recognition of District 5170 Rotarians who have donated 
$1,000 to TRF during 2018-2019, by mailing District 5170 Grand Donor Certificates to 
Club Presidents for presentation by Club President and Club Foundation Chair at a 
Club meeting. 
 
(D) Promote District-level recognition of District 5170 Rotarians who during the 
2018-2018 Rotary Year: (i) donated $1,000 to TRF; (ii) are Major Donors or members 
of the Bequest Society; or (iii) are Triple Crown Donors, by inviting those Rotarians to 
attend an exclusive reception that honors their generous giving during the District’s 
2019 Annual Conference in Alameda aboard the USS Hornet. 
 
(E) Develop opportunities for District Rotarians who are PHS Members to connect 
with our District’s or Zone leaders in the areas of Major Gifts and Legacy Giving and 
also learn about becoming a Triple Crown Donor. 
 
We look forward to building on the Paul Harris Society Membership achievements 
that our District attained in 2017-2018, as we begin the new 2018-2019 Rotary Year. 
 
 



DISTRICT 5170 Major Giving to The Rotary        
Foundation Summary Report for 2017-2018 

 

 
 
                          
 

 
District 5170 made several substantial gains in its member’s giving to The Rotary 
Foundation during the 2017-2018 Rotary Year. Two measures of the gains include giving 
through Paul Harris Society members and in the Grand Donor Program. Members of the 
Paul Harris Society are those Rotarians who agree to make annual donations of $1,000 
to The Rotary Foundation. To be a Grand Donor, one must donate $1,000 in the current 
Rotary year. 
 
In the last year, the number of Paul Harris Society (PHS) members increased from 103 in 
July to 118 at the end of the year, a gain of 15 members (15%). Of the 118 PHS 
members, 83 made the $1,000 donation during the year. Also in in the 2017-2018 year, 
a total of 318 District Rotarians made a $1,000 donation, an increase of 51 donors (19%) 
over the previous year. I believe this to be the largest one-year increase ever for the 
District, and the largest total number of donors. 
 
The District is also heavily involved in a project to increase its number of Major Donors. 
A Major Donor at Level 1 is a Rotarian who has donated a minimum of $10,000 in cash 
to The Rotary Foundation over any time period. The District currently has 271 Level 1 
Major Donors, an increase of 44 (19%) over the previous year. The District includes 
Major Donors at Level 1 to Level 4; the latter require a minimum donation of $100,000.  
It also includes two Arch Klumpf Society members; $250,000 minimum donation. 
 
The District has 69 Bequest Society members ranging from Level 1 ($10,000) to Level 8 
($2.5 Million). To join this Society requires a commitment to the Rotary Foundation’s 
Permanent Fund. This can be done through a number of methods that will be covered in 
another report. In the 2017-2018 year, there were only two new Bequest Society 
members, something the District hopes to improve upon this year. 
 
Phillip Dean 
District Paul Harris Society Coordinator 
District Major Donor Chair 
 



 
 

 
 
 

 

“If you want to build a boat, don’t begin by collecting wood, cutting boards, or assigning tasks.  
Begin by awakening in the souls of your workers a longing for the vast and boundless sea.”   
RI President Barry Rassin, quoting French writer Antione de Saint-Exupery 
 

Areas of Focus of Our Rotary Foundation 
 



Club Foundation Report for July 2018 
 

 
 



Closing 5170 Club Foundation Report for 2017-2018 Rotary Year 
 
 
 
 
 

Try your hand at this District 5170 Crossword Puzzle 
 
 
 
 

(Answers are on next page) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 
(Answers on Next Page) 

 
Hint if you want a little help.  Here are the names of some DG’s (including future DG’s) that 
may or not appear in the above puzzle and that may or may not be identified in the puzzle 
as a PDG:  DG Tim Lundell, PDG Orrin Mahoney, PDG Susan Valenta, PDG Ed Jellen, PDG Joe 
Hamilton, PDG Arley Marley III, PDG Russ Hobbs, PDG Gary Citti, PDG Ron Sekkel, PDG 
Loren Harper, PDG Arlene Greenberg, PDG Carolyn Schuetz, DGE Ramesh Hariharan, DGN 
Gregg Giusiana. 



 

A closing note from the Editor:  First of all, we all thank DG Tim Lundell for the great job he has done in years past 
editing this newsletter.  I look forward to serving as the new editor. But I will need help, especially in getting 
newsletter content regarding the Rotary Foundation.  If you would like to submit a TRF-related article or any TRF 
related photos, please email me at EdJellen@gmail.com.   
 
Ed Jellen,  
Editor,  
District 5170 TRF Newsletter 

mailto:EdJellen@gmail.com

