
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the District TRF Chair  
                               By PDG Russ Hobbs 

 

O YOU BELIEVE IN MAGIC? When you go on 
a Rotary Foundation humanitarian trip, you get 
to see first hand the magic of The Rotary 

Foundation.  Past RI President Rick King says that "TRF 
is how God uses ordinary men and women to do his work." Through the 
magic of TRF, the blind can see, the lame can walk, water is made 
potable, and the children of the world are made safe from the crippling 
effects of polio.   
 
If you have never been on a Rotary humanitarian trip, let this be the 
year that you do.  It has been my good fortune in life to go on Rotary 
TRF polio immunizations, wheel chair distributions, hospital equipment 
projects, and water projects to places like Chile, Mexico, Ghana, 
Djbouti, Guatemala, China, Cambodia, Laos, and next week, Puerto 
Rico.  When you go on one of these trips, you get to see "THE MAGIC" 
of how the dollars we raise for TRF can impact other lives around the 
world.  And, if it is financially possible, bring your child or grandchild 
along for the ride.  It will open their eyes to other countries, cultures, 
and customs in ways that they can never get in the classroom.  It may 
also give them a new appreciation of their lives back home.   
 
We have all been on "Four Star Hotel" vacations and cruises where we 
sit around the pool and drink those drinks with the umbrellas, waited on 
by people who are "cordial." But, when you go on a Rotary  
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humanitarian trip, you are met by Rotarians who treat you like a long 
lost member of the family.  They care and appreciate you because, you 
too, are part of the Rotary family.  And your support for The Rotary 
Foundation is bringing change and hope to their community. They are 
therefore anxious to invite you into their homes, where you will feel safe.  
Also, they are happy to show you places in their community that you 
won't find in your "Rick Steves Travel” books. 
 
I will never forget sitting on the banks of the Red Sea, sipping tea with 
the US Ambassador and my fellow Rotary travelers, after installing a 
cardiac care unit in a hospital in Djbouti Africa.  To this day, that TRF 
project is still saving  lives each year--That is the Magic of TRF.  I can't 
wait to see what adventures await me and my Rotary group leaving this 
Sunday for Puerto Rico, and I can't help but wonder what adventures 
await you when you "Get On Board" your next TRF Flight #5170 Magic 
Carpet Ride.   
 
I believe in magic--do you? 
 

  

Did you know . . . 
that past issues of TRF  
News Today are available? 
Just click here. 
 

https://rotarydistrict5170.org/sitepage/trf-news-today


 
 

Who Are the District 5170 Super 

Stars for a Record 2018-19? 

 
As we near the final stretch of our 2018-19 Rotary Year, 
we are in hot pursuit of the record year completed just 
ten months ago!  Yes, as I write this message, we have 
just slipped over the $1,000,000.00 mark in Total Giving, 
and I am confident that all of you will reach just a little bit 
deeper to take us to $1.2 Million+ and a new record for 

District 5170.  Of course, each year we depend on contributions from 
every Club and every Rotarian, and this year is no different.  But getting 
our totals to a new level depends on many contributors going over and 
above the minimum.  This year we have some standouts that I would like 
to recognize (although there is still plenty of time for others to get into 
the headlines!) 


 Highest Percent of Annual Fund Goal: Fremont Morning (418%); San 
Jose Silicon Valley (337%); Los Altos Sunset (155%); Oakland #3 (147%) 


 Highest Annual Fund Total Giving: Oakland #3 ($61,880); Cupertino 
($56,918); Los Altos ($35,685) 


Clubs with Highest % EREY:  Los Gatos Morning (96%); Mountain View 
(88%); Livermore Valley (84%); San Lorenzo Valley (79%) 


 Highest PolioPlus Giving: Capitola Aptos ($53,250); San Lorenzo Valley 
($35,950); Scotts Valley ($35,100); Livermore ($16,525) 
 
And there’s more:  We are currently the leading District in Zone 26 in 
Total Giving, Annual Giving, Per Capita Giving, and PolioPlus Giving.  So 
let’s finish the year as #1, #1, #1 and #1! 
 

  

 
District Governor 
     Tim Lundell 



 
 

 

 
 
                                    Area 6 Computer Lab in Guatemala 

             By PDG Susan Valenta 
 

or over 10 years, the Rotary clubs of Almaden Valley, Morgan Hill, Gilroy 
Sunrise, Gilroy noon, San Juan Bautista, and Hollister have pooled their 
District Designated Funds (DDF) in order to fund larger, more sustainable 

projects.  The clubs have a strong collaboration through their World Community 
Service (WCS) committee in Area 6 and were way ahead of the funding thresholds 
The Rotary Foundation (TRF) enacted a few years ago. 
 
Of course, the participants on the WCS Area 6 committee are passionate about 
International Service and equally passionate about maximizing the use of all their 
DDF.  So, Confession #1:  when my term as District Governor began, TRF’s grant 
process was a steep learning curve; Confession #2, I joined my club’s International 
Service Committee to learn how our DDF funds are used by partnering with 
Rotarians in the developing world in general, and in Guatemala in specific; and 
Confession #3, the learning continues, but the scope of TRF’s Global Grants and the 
positive impact on the lives of others throughout the world makes this one of the 
best aspects of being a Rotarian.  
 
Clubs throughout our Rotary District 5170 are fortunate in many ways.  Many 
Rotarians are surprised that not all Rotary Districts allocate the pro-rata share of 
DDF to clubs like we do.  Because of that allocation, each club is given a tremendous 
amount of leverage in using DDF for community service or international service.  To 
augment the process, we have dedicated volunteer leaders who are experienced 
in locating viable projects, writing grant proposals, and finding partner clubs to help 
build the needed funding capacity to qualify for a Global Grant. For many of you 
reading this article, Rotarians like Cecilia Babkirk, Jon Winston, Peter Anderson, and 
Lorena Touhey have provided a treasure trove of information and support. 
 
And that leads this article to describe a TRF Global Grant project that the Rotary 
Club of Gilroy had funded through our WCS Area 6 collaborative.  In 2016, our Gilroy 
International Service Committee agreed to partner with the Club Rotario Nueva 
Guatemala in District 4240 to provide a computer lab and learning modules in six 
schools.  Titled ‘EduTech’, the project goal was to decrease  
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youth violence by increasing access to education.  It also enlisted the support of the 
local Rotary Club, Rotaract, Interact, and an educational Foundation. 
 
Our Gilroy International Service Committee ‘pitched’ the project to the Area 6 WCS 
committee, and with our combined DDF and the 1:1 match from TRF’s Global fund, 
we had almost enough resources to fund the project. With the strong collaborative 
spirit of Rotary District 5170, additional unused DDF from the Rotary Club of 
Alameda made it possible for us to qualify for this TRF Global Grant. 
 
Having a chance to experience the grant process first-hand reinforces why my 
commitment to TRF is so important. Every dollar makes a difference, and that 
difference is the positive change we are making in the lives of others. 
 
‘You look at things you enjoy in your life, but much more important is what you can 
do to make the world a better place.’ Paul Allen (1953-2018), Philanthropist and 
Co-Founder of Microsoft. 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                      A new classroom! 
 
                                                                     And a new computer!  

 
 
 
 
Your fellow Rotarians would love to hear about any projects in which your club, group 
of clubs, or area participated in or is working on, funded in whole or in part by The 
Rotary Foundation.  If you might be interested in submitting an article for our “Around 
the Clubs” feature, please let me know.  (Project related photos are very welcome.)   
 
Ed Jellen, Editor, TRF News Today; EdJellen@gmail.com 

mailto:EdJellen@gmail.com


 
 

    
 

            
                         By Pat McMenamin, Paul Harris Society Chair 

 
aul Harris, founder of Rotary, was a prolific writer. He wrote of the 
organization’s formation and philosophy, and — in My Road to Rotary — first 
published in 1948, he wrote about his own life. 

 
Recently, I read the foreword of Paul Harris’s book:  My Road To Rotary. Given the context of 
currents events in 2019, I was deeply inspired by the breadth of his perspective: 
 

Paul P. Harris, the boy and the man — in his own words.  
 
“Nearly all that I know of New England folks and New England mountains and valleys is 
the result of observations made through the eyes of a boy. The 
boy, of course, is myself but so many years have passed since 
the period of the young boy that the old boy can think of him as 
a personality apart from himself. Naturally I know the little 
fellow very well. Yes, I know well of the dreams, mysticisms, 
impetuosities and rascalities of which he was made. They were 
peppered with impudence and sweetened with love of the 
beautiful world in which he found himself and with love for his 
aged grandparents who made for him a home...” 
 
“Some folks go to the mountains for inspiration; some for rest. 
Learned men write of the mountains, poets sing of them and artists paint them. The boy 
takes them all in his stride.” 
 
“It is sometimes said that the boy is father to the man; he leads the man along pathways 
which his feet have trod. The man can never get far away from the boy. What the boy 
loved, the man loves. Gleanings of the boy shape the course of the man. 
 
“The writer of this book has especial reason to be grateful for what the boy taught him. 
Love of life in the country; the...importance of education and devotion to high ideals. The 
boy taught the man the necessity of being tolerant of all forms of religious and political 
faiths. He taught him not to be too critical of the views of others, whatever those views 
may be. The boy taught the man of the joys of neighborliness and friendliness and good 
will toward all. It took considerable time for these lessons to sink in — the grown-up boy 
was too busy having a good time — but I am glad to be able to say that eventually the 
man took the teachings of the boy seriously and tried to extend them to all ...”  
 
Paul P. Harris; Chicago, October, 1945 

P 

You can support the vision of Paul Harris by becoming a member of The Paul Harris Society.  (See next 
page for more information.) 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
  

To join the Paul Harris Society or receive more information: 
Please contact:  Pat McMenamin 
Rotary Club of Livermore, Club Foundation Chair 
District 5170 Paul Harris Society Coordinator 
C: 925-980-6881 
pjmcmenamin@mac.com.  
 
You may also visit the Paul Harris Society page on the D5170 website by 
clicking here. 

Trivia Question No. 1: 

Where was the first 

Rotary Club in South 

America chartered:  

(a) Santiago, Chile;  

(b) Rio De Janeiro, Brazil;  

(c) Montevideo, Uruguay;  

(d) Buenos Aires, 

Argentina; or  

(e) Lima, Peru?  

 

Trivia Question No. 2: 

Where did R.I. hold its 

first international 

convention outside of the 

U.S.:  

(a) Edinburgh, Scotland;  

(b) Toronto, Ontario;  

(c) Dublin, Ireland;  

(d) London, England; or  

(e) Bermuda, U.K.? 

 

Answers can be found on 

the last page of this 

Newsletter. 
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Carson Smith is from Chicago and a tribal citizen of the 

Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma. She is a fourth-year student at 
Stanford University, where she majors in Political Science, 
minors in Native American Studies and will receive honors in 
Democracy, Development and the Rule of Law. Carson acts 
as a co-chair for the Stanford American Indian Organization 
and a Social Justice Fellow at the Native American Cultural 
Center at Stanford. Additionally, she also sits on the Advisory 
Committee for the Native American Rights Fund's 
Indigenous Peacemaking Initiative. Her research has 
primarily focused on culturally-competent conflict 
resolution mechanisms, called Peacemaking, in tribal 

communities throughout the United States.  
 
Outside of her Peacemaking work, she is often completing community service through working 
with tribal communities. She has gone to the Rosebud and Pineridge reservations to learn about 
culturally-based healthcare and education initiatives and volunteer with Native youth in the area 
through organizations including the YMCA. Additionally, she has worked with her tribe as they 
developed their Peacemaking system and is currently collaborating with tribal communities 
through her honors thesis on Peacemaking. The results of her thesis will be provided to all of the 
tribal communities she is working with so that they may apply these findings to their 
Peacemaking systems. On an international level, Carson has presented her work and the 
importance of cultural methods of conflict resolution at the Caux Conference on Just Governance 
for Human Security in Switzerland. While there she built relationships with other indigenous 
peoples around the world and learned about their communities and cultures.  
 
In the autumn, she is excited to begin a Master in Philosophy in Socio-Legal Research at Oxford 
University. Her area of focus is Peace and Conflict Prevention/Resolution with a specific goal to 
end ethnic tensions. At Oxford, she will research the impact of restorative justice mechanisms on 
indigenous and immigrant communities. One of her primary goals is to create meaningful, 
trusting, and reciprocal relationships with these communities. After her study and research at 
Oxford, she would like to earn a law degree in the United States with an emphasis on 
international human/indigenous rights and criminal law. In her future career, Carson hopes to 
advocate for cultural justice mechanisms on an international scale.   
 
When she is not studying or giving back to the community, Carson enjoys writing poetry, 
collaborating on short stories with her friends, and learning new board games.  Her role model is 
her Dad, and her motto in life is “Family Is First.” When she received the news, she wrote, “This 
week has been really exciting for me and my family. My Dad even started to tear up when I called 
him about the Rotary Scholarship. I cannot thank you and the Rotarians enough for the profound 
impact you and Rotary have made on my life.”  She wants to stay connected with Rotary 
throughout and after her study at Oxford.    
 

Meet Our Latest District 5170 Global Grant Scholar . . . 
 



 
 

 
 
 

                     PDG Dwight W. Perry, District Polio Chair 
 

his year marks 34 years since Rotary launched Polio Plus, its campaign to rid 
the world of polio. Beginning on this anniversary, February 23, 1985, Rotary 
members worldwide have joined together to eliminate this crippling disease. 

Since its inception Rotary and its partners have helped reduce the number of cases 
from 350,000 annually to nine cases so far this year. The aim of the 2013- 2018 
Global Eradication Initiative Endgame Plan had been to eliminate polio by the end 
of 2018. Unfortunately, this was not the case, and the Plan has now been revised 
and extended through 2023. Rotarians remain committed to the program until the 
disease is eradicated. Rotary has contributed more than $1.5 billion and countless 
volunteer hours to protect more than 2.5 billion children worldwide. In addition, 
Rotary's advocacy efforts have played a role in decisions by donor governments to 
contribute over $10 billion to the effort. 
 
To succeed by 2023, all involved in this effort must find ways to excel in their roles. 
If this happens, success will follow. This means stepping up the level of 
performance even further. It means using the proven tools of eradication and 
building blocks that have been established in parts of the world that have been free 
of polio for years. The vaccines, the cold chains, the networks of vaccinators the 
surveillance capacity, the governance, policy, financing and oversight structures 
must be at peak levels of performance.  
 
Until we end polio forever, every child is at risk. Within 10 years we could see as 
many as 200,000 new cases EACH YEAR, all over the world. Unless we reach every 
child with the vaccine, no child ANYWHERE is safe! This is a frightening scenario 
that keeps Rotarians worldwide committed to the promise to End Polio Now. In 
order to say polio has been eradicated, the world must go 3 YEARS without any 
cases. We can help STOP this disease—only the second time in history that a 
disease has been eradicated. (Smallpox was the first.) What an amazing feat that 
would be! 
 
Flash Campaign -  
The fight is not over and your help is needed NOW. District 5170 has been 
conducting a "Flash Campaign" (60 days) which started March 1 and will run until 

T 

Continues on next page 



 
 

v 

April 30. Each Rotarian in our district is asked to "join the team" and contribute a 
one-time $50.00 donation to The Rotary Foundation, in support of the End Polio 
Now campaign. Your $50.00 donation will be matched 2 to 1 by the Bill and Melinda 
Gates Foundation, thus bringing your contribution to $150.  
 
Shirt Auction - 
Along with the campaign this year we are running an ongoing auction of an End 
Polio Now signed shirt. The shirt has been signed by Rotary International President 
Barry Rassin and six past International Presidents. It is beautifully framed and ready 
for hanging proudly in your home or office. The current (as of April 15) bid is $1,500! 
To bid on the shirt all you need to do is give your bid to your club president or email 
it to Dwight Perry (see below). 
 
Your HELP is needed today...The Children of the World are counting on you! 
 

This shirt has been signed by RI President 
Barry Rassin and six RI Past Presidents.  It is 
beautifully and professionally framed.  
Submit your bid to your club president, or 
email it to Dwight Perry, DWP5334@aol.com. 
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Answers to trivia questions: Trivia Question no. 1: Where was the 

first Rotary Club in South America chartered?: (c) Montevideo, 

Uruguay (1918);  

Trivia Question no. 2: Where did R.I. hold its first international 

convention outside of the U.S.? (a) Edinburgh, Scotland 

(1921).Where was the first Rotary Club in South America:  

Where was the first Rotary Club in South America:  

 
 


