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June, 2019 
Current News of Distr ict 5170 and The Rotary Foundat ion  

     From the District TRF Chair    

                                    By PDG Russ Hobbs 
 

As we turn the page on the 2018-2019 Rotary Year, we can look  

back with pride at another record breaking Rotary year leading  
Zones 25/26 in Annual Giving to The Rotary Foundation.  Ordinarily  
my focus would be about that, as the numbers are significant.  But even more significant 
this year is the end of a legend in our District--Cecelia Babkirk.  Cecelia is leaving for 
the Peace Corps, and will be stationed in Ethiopia.  As all of you who have worked with 
Grants know,  Cecelia and her Team have been your primary contact with The Rotary 
Foundation.   

Cecelia joined Rotary in 1994 as a member of The Rotary Club  of   
San Jose West and served as Club President in 1999-2000.  She 
transferred her membership to the Campbell Rotary Club and became 
Club President in 2001-2002.  At the District Level she has served on 
the Scholarship Committee, Focus on the Future Committee, Rotary 
Travel Committee and Grants Committee.  She has Chaired the 
Vocational Service Committee, International Service committee, 
Grants Committee, Polio Plus Committee, and the The Rotary 
Foundation Committee.   

 
 
At the Zone level, Cecelia has served as a Committee Member of the Rotary 
Foundation's Cadre of Technical Advisors, and has conducted financial audits and 
reviews all over the world.   
 
On January 3, 2018 Cecelia was presented with The Distinguished Service Award (The 
Rotary Foundation’s highest award) by the President of Rotary International--Ian 
Risiley.  Cecelia has served our District with distinction, and while we wish her well in 
The Peace Corps,  we will miss the woman I call affectionately "The Sage."  
 

Cecelia Babkirk 



 
 

 

his issue of TRF News Today is the final issue of the 

2018-2019 Rotary year.  So I would like to take this 

opportunity to thank all of the Rotarians who contributed 

articles, information, and expertise to our newsletter over the 

year.  Needless to say, there would be no newsletter without 

them.  But thanks to them, The Rotary Foundation, our TRF 

leaders in the clubs, our District 5170, and of course, our 

generous Rotarians, all enjoy the many benefits that the 

newletter offers. 

 

A big thank you, then, to . . . 
 
Russ Hobbs, District TRF Chair 
Tim Lundell, District Governor, 2018 - 2019 
Phil Dean, District Triple Crown Chair; Monthly Conribution Report   

Pat McMenamin, District Paul Harris Society Chair 
Paul Yeadon, District Annual Giving Chair 
Dwight Perry, District PolioPlus Chair 
Cecelia Babkirk, District Grants Chair 
Richard Flanders, District Scholarship Chair 
Margaret Thornberry, Rotary Club of Niles-Fremont 
George Tyson, Rotary Club of Cupertino 
Peter Sherris, Rotary Club of Oakland 
Richard Godfrey, Rotary Club of Niles-Fremont (Area 3 project) 
Jim Zenner, Rotary Club of Santa Cruz 
Jolene Bortz, Rotary Club of Oakland Uptown 
Patrick Coyle, Rotary Club of Livermore, and   
Susan Valenta, Rotary Club of Gilroy (Area 6 project)  

 
for their contributions to TRF News Today during the 2018-

2019 Rotary year!   

T 

Ed Jellen,  
Editor, 
TRF News Today 
EdJellen@Gmail.com 

From the Editor . . .  
 



 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

PDG Dwight W. Perry, District PolioPlus Chair 

    
The Rotarians in D-5170 once again come through... 
 

A BIG THANK YOU goes out to each Rotarian in District 5170 for supporting the "Flash Campaign." The 
campaign raised approximately $100,000! Add this to what has been collected since July 1, 2018 and we are 
over $288,000 for the Rotary year. This will be matched 2/1 by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation. That 
approaches nearly $1,000,000 going into the eradication of this dreaded disease from our district. 
 
2019-2023 Endgame Strategy 
On April 30, 2019 the Global Polio Eradication Initiative (GPEI) launched the "Polio Endgame Strategy 2019-
2023", which will guide the program and its partners to overcome the final hurdles to eradication and move 
toward sustaining a polio-free future. 
 
The new plan works on addressing today's most pressing obstacles to end poliovirus transmission at any 
moment, integrate polio program resources into health and development programs globally and to certify 
the world polio-free. The 2019-2023 Endgame Strategy also offers responsive and innovative solutions 
tailored to communitie’s needs. These include establishing a regional hub in Amman, Jordan to enhance 
coordinated support to Afghanistan and Pakistan and creating permanent Rapid Response Teams to 
accelerate the program’s response to outbreaks. 
By the Numbers (June 2019 Rotarian) 
Rotary and polio eradication... 
2 - Countries where transmission of the wild poliovirus still occurs (Afghanistan and Pakistan). 
18 million - People walking today who otherwise would have been paralyzed. 
400 million - Children immunized by Rotary and its partners each year.  
$1.9 billion - Amount that Rotary has contributed to polio eradication 
$8 billion - Amount governments have contributed to polio eradication as a result of Rotary's advocacy work. 
$40 billion - Estimated health care costs that polio eradication will save by 2035. 
$3 - Cost of protecting a child from polio for life. 
 

Keep the spirit alive and we will soon be able to look back and say we as Rotarians 
conquered this disease.  

 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 

                     Faces of Hope 
                           By Jolene Bortz 

                 Rotary Club of Oakland Uptown 
 

ver a decade ago, Faces of Hope was started by the several Rotary 
clubs in District 5170. At our basic core we attempt to provide what every 

child deserves, a beautiful smile.  
 
We receive donations from individuals and Rotary 
Clubs that allow us to help these children and 
families overcome stigma and help children to 
grow up with hope and confidence for their future. 
Untreated children born with clefts are subject to 
eating difficulties, ear infections/hearing loss, 
speech problems, and dental problems.  Our 
patients come from great distances, by foot, bus 
and car to see us and receive our help. 
 
Faces of Hope is a 

Rotary District 5170 club-administered 
program, which means that it is run 
completely by volunteers.  All of our funding 
goes to our mission.  In addition, we offer 
clubs that donate an opportunity to send a 
club member to witness the project and 
participate with the doctors and patients.  We 
have had volunteers from The Rotary Clubs 
of San Leandro, Cupertino, Sunnyvale, 
Oakland, Oakland Uptown, San Jose, Scotts Valley, Los Gatos, Alameda, 
and Los Gatos Morning.  The mission takes place each July in the colonial 
city of Antigua, Guatemala.  We address the surgical and dental needs of 
70-100 children each year during our 1 week trip.  Non-medical Rotary 
volunteers do a variety of jobs including, record-keeping, photography, 
translation, entertainment for our little patients, as well as serving as 
assistants to the nurses and doctors. 
 

O 

Continues on next page 

 



 
 

What we do in Guatemala is a drop in an ocean of need.  We cannot change 
the in-country medical system, but we can change the lives of our patients 
by providing a life-changing surgery.  We can also share our knowledge with 
the local medical providers with whom we work with the hope that little by 
little institutional changes will take place. 
 
We would never be able to do this work without the 
help of our volunteers and generous donors who 
choose to help a child smile. 
 
 

Click HERE to visit the Faces of Hope webpage at 
http://www.facesofhopeantigua.org 
 
Click HERE to visit Rotary District 5170’s Faces of Hope Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/Rotary5170FacesofHope 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Your fellow Rotarians would love to 
hear about any projects in which 
your club, group of clubs, or area 
participated in or is working on, 
funded in whole or in part by The 
Rotary Foundation.  If you might be 
interested in submitting an article 
for our “Around the Clubs” feature, 
please let me know.  (Project related 
photos are very welcome.)   
 
Ed Jellen, Editor,  
TRF News Today; 
EdJellen@gmail.com 
 

 

 Did you know . . .  

That past issues of 

TRF News Today are 

available?  Just click 
HERE! 

http://www.facesofhopeantigua.org/
http://www.facesofhopeantigua.org/
http://www.facebook.com/Rotary5170FacesofHope
mailto:EdJellen@gmail.com
https://rotarydistrict5170.org/sitepage/trf-news-today


 
 

 

 

 

TRIPLE CROWN DONORS 
ROTARY DISTRICT 5170 

 

t its 2018 Annual Conference, District 5170 introduced a new level 

of donor recognition, the Triple Crown Donor, designed to honor those 

individuals who have made very generous contributions to The Rotary Foundation. 

To qualify for this award, one must accomplish three objectives: 

➢ Be a Major Donor – When your cash donations to the Foundation total at 

least $10,000. There are 315 Major Donors in the District. 

➢ Be a member of the Bequest Society – When you commit a total of $10,000 

or more to the Permanent Fund of the Foundation via your Estate Plan. 

There are 68 Bequest Society Members in the District. 

➢ Be a Grand Donor - When your cash donations to the Foundation during 

the current Rotary year reach $1,000. 

For the 2017-2018 year, 19 District Rotarians were recognized as Triple Crown 

Donors at the Major Donor Reception held at the District Conference in Santa 

Clara. The reception was held this year (2018-2019) at the District Conference on 

board the USS Hornet aircraft carrier. I am happy to report that 18 of last year's 

Triple Crown Donors repeated this year. Please note that a person is recognized as 

a Triple Crown Donor only for the year in which they meet all three criteria. That 

means that there are no Triple Crown Donors at the beginning of July. The 

recognition has to be earned each year. In addition to the 18 Rotarians who 

repeated the accomplishment, nine new Triple Crown Donors were recognized for 

the 2018-2019 Rotary year, for a total of 27. 

There are many District Rotarians who have accomplished two of the three 

objectives needed to qualify. We are hoping that they will complete the third 

objective and become Triple Crown Donors during the 2019-2020 Rotary Year. 

If you have a question about this program, please contact the following: 

Phillip Dean 

District 5170 Triple Crown Donor Chair 

pndean@comcast.net 
 
  

A 

Phillip Dean, Triple  
Crown and Major 
Donor Chair 

District 5170 Major Donor  
Report on next page 



 
 

 

 
To become a Major Donor, one must donate at least $10,000 to The Rotary 

Foundation, over any amount of time. Once a Major Donor, always a Major Donor. 

The levels of giving correspond to the amount donated: 

 

Level 1 $10,000 to $24,999 

Level 2 $25,000 to 49,999 

Level 3 $50,000 to $99,999 

Level 4 $100,000 to 249,999 

 

The next major step in giving is $250,000, which makes the Rotarian a member of 

the Arch Klumpf Society, which includes six levels of giving: 

 

Level 1 (Trustees Circle) $250,000 to $499,999 

Level 2 (Chair's Circle) $500,000 to $999,999 

Level 3 (Foundation Circle) $1,000,000 to $2,499,999 

Level 4 (Platinum Trustees Circle) $2,500,000 to $4,999,999 

Level 5 (Platinum Chair's Circle) $5,000,000 to $9,999,999 

Level 6 (Platinum Foundation Circle)  $10 million and above 

 

District 5170 has 252 Major Donors, as shown below: 

Level 1 219 Members 

Level 2 17 

Level 3 10 

Level 4 4 

 

Arch Klumpf Society 2 members 

 

In 2017, the District began a major campaign to increase its number of Major 

Donors. This was done by informing members who were close to becoming Major 

Donors, how much they needed to donate to reach that level of giving. The effort 

was quite successful in that 48 of these members made the necessary donation and 

became Major Donors. In the 2018-2019 Rotary year, 19 members became Major 

Donors. This also reflects the success of the 2017-2018 effort. We will renew this 

effort in 2019-2020 and at a higher level, focusing on those members who are close 

to becoming Level 2 or Level 3 Major Donors. For more information about 

becoming a Major Donor, please contact: 

 
Phillip Dean 

District 5170 Major Donor Chair 

pndean@comcast.net 
 



 
 

 

                   
 
 
 
  

Trivia Question No. 1: 

Where was Paul Harris 

born:  

(a) Racine, Wisconsin;  

(b) Buffalo, New York;  

(c) Rockford City, Illinois;  

(d) Lansing, Michigan;   

(e) Columbus, Ohio; or 

(f) Bangkok, Thailand?  

 

Trivia Question No. 2: 

Where was the first 

Rotary Club in 

continental Europe 

chartered:  

(a) Lisbon, Portugal;   

(b) Rome, Italy;  

(c) Madrid, Spain;  

(d) Geneva, Switzerland; 

or  

(e) Copenhagen, 

Denmark? 

 

Answers can be found on 

the last page of this 

Newsletter. 
 

 ROTARY TRIVIA 

Can this be real?  
(Answer is at the bottom of 
the last page) 

Can you identify this famous Rotarian? 
(Answer is right at the bottom of the last page) 
 

And . . . there’s a new 

District 5170 themed 

crossword puzzle on the 

second to last page! 

of this newsletter! 



 
 

 
                                             By Pat McMenamin, Paul Harris Society Chair 
 
Dear Fellow District 5170 Rotarians: 
 
I found the following “Top Ten quotes from Paul P. Harris” today while in Hamburg for the 
2019 RI Convention.  I wish you all the very best as we are about to begin a new Rotary Year. 
 
 

10 
One's nativity is not of his own choosing, but 
whatever it may be, it is entitled to respect; and all 
nations have honorable place in the world's family. 
Paul P. Harris 
 

5 
In the clashes between ignorance and intelligence, 
ignorance is generally the aggressor. 
Paul P. Harris 
 

9 
Ignorance is a menace to peace. 
Paul P. Harris 
 
 

4. 
Ideas have unhinged the gates of empires. 
Paul P. Harris 
 

8 
When an individual, a sect, a clique or a nation hates 
and despises another individual, sect, clique or 
nation, he or they simply do not know the objects of 
their hatred. Ignorance is at the bottom of it. 
Paul P. Harris 
 

3 
The very strength of a nation eventually proves to be 
its weakness. 
Paul P. Harris 
 

7 
It has been the way of Rotary to focus thought upon 
matters in which members are in agreement, rather 
than upon matters in which they are in 
disagreement. 
Paul P. Harris 
 
 

2 
Segregation never brought anyone anything except 
trouble. 
Paul P. Harris 
 

6 
The less one knows, the more he thinks he knows, 
and the more willing he is to employ any and all 
measures to enforce his views upon others. 
Paul P. Harris 
 
 

1 
Personality has power to uplift, power to depress, 
power to curse, and power to bless. 
Paul P. Harris 
 
 

  



 
 

 

                                                           
 

 
 
  

 



 
 

  Solution on next page. 
Let me know how you did.           
Ed(itor), EdJellen@gmail.com 



 
 

 
 
 

Answers to trivia questions:  

Trivia Question no. 1: Where was Paul Harris born: (a) Racine, Wisconsin. 

Trivia Question no. 2: Where was the first Rotary Club in continental 

Europe chartered: (c) Madrid, Spain. 

 

Answer to “can this be real?”: No 

Answer to “famous Rotarian”: Orville Wright, Rotary Club of Dayton, Ohio 

 
 
 


