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W

ell, this month Is Foundation Month for Rotary, and we are right
in the middle of District 5170’s Annual Fund Drive. The annual
fund is critical to the District because it directly affects the future
District Designated
Funds (DDF)
contributions that are
the heart of our Global
Grants doing good
around the world. In
order to promote the Foundation directly to
the District membership, I have been presenting The Rotary Foundation as a club program. I
have completed over 20 presentations and they have been well received. I focus on the
connection between your contribution and the leverage achieved through the Global Grant
process. If done correctly, you can actually get more money back for your project than the
total donated.
While the total annual fund donation is critical, we also have an increased focus on Every
Rotarian Every Year (EREY) this year. While a generous District overall, historically, up to 40%
of our members have yet to donate to the Rotary Foundation Annual Fund. In order to qualify
for EREY, each member needs only to donate at least $25. This year, most members are saving
that in lunch costs every week.
Last month I referenced a drawing to encourage donations to the Annual Fund. In the past, we
have had a drawing encouraging individuals to give. But this year, we are challenging the
Continues on Next Page

clubs, with a significant set of prizes. For the
first drawing, each club will get chances in the
drawing based on their total giving. The more
each club donates, the better the chance of
winning. The prize is significant as it is $5,000
in DDF, worth $10,000 when used in a Global
Grant. In order to support smaller clubs and
promote EREY, there is a second drawing
where each EREY club has an equal chance at
a prize of $2,500 in DDF, worth $5,000 when
used in a Global Grant.
We know this is a tough year, as Covid has not only impacted many Rotarians’ ability to give
but the Covid impact on local fundraisers has caused members to support their local Club vs
the Foundation. However, Covid also increases the needs around the world as well. In
addition, some new rules have led to the possibilities of doing a Global Grant where the
beneficiary is right here in District 5170. We have already completed two of these, with
another in progress.
The bottom line is that we all need to do our best to help out others in this time of need.

BREATHING FOR LIFE
By Carol Wikle,
Past President, Rotary Club of Castro Valley

S

ix years ago, on a medical mission trip for Cataract campaign in Nejo, Ethiopia, Obse Lubo
stopped into Nejo Hospital to meet with doctors she knew there. On this visit, she
experienced an event that would change her life.

While sitting with the doctors, a man was brought in who had been in a car accident. His
injuries were life threatening and required immediate surgery. At the same time, a young
mother brought her young son into the clinic. He was having an asthma attack, gasping for air.
The doctors would need oxygen for the car accident victim’s surgery, an asset the young boy
desperately needed as well. Unfortunately for the boy, there was only one canister of oxygen
and the decision was made to use it in the surgery. The young boy died that day.
Obse grew up in Nejo, but was fortunate to have been sent to the U.S. to get her nursing
degree. She knew the decision these doctors were forced to make was one that doctors at
Stanford would never have to face.
Upon her return to the States, Obse shared the story
with a patient of hers, Kathy Hamilton. She
mentioned that this might be something that her
husband Joe, a member of Rotary International and
the Cupertino Rotary Club, might be interested in.
After hearing Obse’s story, Joe recommended that
she present the idea to her home club, the Rotary
Club of Castro Valley, as a project.

Preparing for Installation of Oxygen Plant

Before presenting the project to the club, Obse got
in touch with the Nejo doctors to learn why there
was a lack of oxygen. They explained it was a
financial and logistical issue that required driving 10
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hours. Joe put Obse in touch with the President of Assist International, Bob Pagett, who is also
a Rotarian. Assist Int’l had been involved in humanitarian projects with other Rotary clubs
working in Africa. After discussing the issue, Bob and Obse determined that, with an on-site
oxygen generator, they could solve the supply problem.
A conversation with a U.S. supplier gave our Breathing for Life Committee a projected budget
of $184,000. We began to fundraise. Obse visited numerous clubs, relating the story that she
witnessed in the Nejo Hospital. She asked for support and continued to get it.
In a meeting in June, 2016 with all invested
parties, we learned that the project would
require closer to $223,000. We were
shocked but not derailed. It called for
looking outside of Rotary for funds.
In October 2016, Joe Hamilton, Obse Lubo,
and Jim Stunkel travelled to Addis Ababa
and on to Nejo even though there was a
state of emergency in Ethiopia. Rotary
International sent Cadre Dr. Mark Townsend
The Community Team at Nejo Hospital
to join. Meeting with the Finot Club, the
Regional Oromaeo Health Bureau, the Hospital CEO, and some of the community leaders, it
was determined that the generator would be put to best use in service to five neighboring
hospitals in addition to Nejo. This required yet another budget increase.
By January 2017, the amount raised from DDF accounted for $50,835, which was matched
dollar for dollar for a total of $101,670. Outside cash donations accounted for $179,044, which
was matched at fifty cents on the dollar for a total of $268,566. Combined, this $370,236
exceeded the financial requirement of $355,711. The work then began!
The site was prepared in January 2020, and the
oxygen generator was shipped to Djibouti Port where
it arrived in March 2020. In May 2020, the roof was
completed on the building. Pictures were sent to RI,
who approved and advanced the matching funds to
Rotary Club of Castro Valley for final payment to
Assist International.
Since the beginning of the coronavirus, additional
donations have been made, bringing the total to
Filling Cylinders at the Nejo Oxygen Center
Continues on Next Page

over $425,000. The remaining funds will be allocated to the continuing education of
operations staff at the hospital.
The business of selling oxygen to five other hospitals in the region creates a profit that can
sustain replacement of parts and continuing operations. Training of operational personnel
and the production of oxygen began in October 2020 and sales to other hospitals are now
underway with tracking.
The project will be finalized in June 2022 for reporting requirements to RI and lives will
continue to be saved!

Plant Start-up and Operator
Training, Aug. 2020

Initial Installation and Building
Construction, March 2020

Your fellow Rotarians would love to hear about any projects in which your club, group of
clubs, or area, participated in or is working on, funded in whole or in part by The Rotary
Foundation. If you might be interested in submitting an article for our “Around the Clubs”
feature, please let me know. (Project-related photos are very welcome.)
Ed Jellen, Editor,
TRF News Today;
EdJellen@gmail.com

By Phillip Dean
District Estate and Gift Planning Chair

Rotary Foundation Legacy Giving

N

ot everyone has disposable assets to fund an outright gift of cash or
securities to demonstrate their regard for Rotary. To expand giving opportunities,
Rotary offers a variety of ways to structure a gift that can provide additional benefits to
the donor while making it possible to support important Rotary activities.
In addition to giving through their estates, donors may structure a life income gift, which
provides tax benefits and the potential for payments for life. Additionally, The Rotary
Foundation operates a donor advised fund that allows individuals and groups to manage U.S.
charitable dollars more effectively now and into the future.
You can be an important part of the Foundation’s next century of serving humanity by
including a gift to Rotary’s Endowment in your estate plan.
Your gift will be carefully stewarded to provide funding for the programs you know and love,
year after year. The principal is never spent, and available earnings are used to make a lasting
difference in people’s lives. A gift from your estate to the Endowment will provide ongoing
financial support, just as your annual contributions do today.
Join the many Rotarians and friends whose generosity provides perpetual support that enables
The Foundation to do good in the world beyond their lifetimes.

Endowment Fund
What’s the Endowment Fund?
In 1981 the Trustees of the Rotary Foundation decided to create an Endowment Fund
specifically for investing certain contributions in perpetuity, with the earnings going to support
the Foundation's future ability to do good.
What’s the Bequest Society?
At their October 1999 meeting, The Rotary Foundation Trustees approved the adoption of a
bequest recognition society, The Rotary Foundation Bequest Society. Becoming a member is a
simple process. Membership occurs when an individual or a couple place The Rotary
Foundation in their estate plan for a minimum of $10,000 and notify The Foundation.
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The Bequest Society’s growing membership includes Rotarians, family members, and others.
This wonderful commitment ensures that future generations of Rotarians will have the resources
they need to design and implement sustainable projects year after year.
In planning for legacy giving, please remember that The Rotary Foundation cannot provide
legal or financial advice. We urge you to consult with your legal representative or financial
advisor to determine the most appropriate way for you to give.
The Rotary Foundation would like to provide your financial advisor with best practices in the
estate and financial planning arena utilizing The Rotary Foundation. To make this happen,
please contact me at the address below. Your advisor, and you if you want, will be provided
such RI documents as:
a. Guide for Giving Professionals – an overview
b. The Endowment Designation and Naming Opportunities
c. Your Rotary Legacy Brochure and Form
Future articles in this series will provide more specific information about The Rotary
Foundation legacy giving programs and opportunities.
Phillip Dean
District 5170
Gift and Estate Planning Chair
nolandp@comcast.net
925-980-5523

The mission of The Rotary Foundation of Rotary International is
to enable Rotarians to advance world understanding, goodwill,
and peace through the improvement of health, the support of
education, and the alleviation of poverty.

Around the World in 60 Minutes
RC Cupertino Highlights Global Grant Projects
at Global Elegance Fundraiser
By Irmgard Lafrentz, Rotary Club of Cupertino
Going virtual this year due to COVID-19 did not dim the spotlight for
Global Elegance (GE), a signature fundraising event for years hosted
by RC Cupertino. The creative event team developed an awardworthy program, complete with short remarks from District
Governor Gregg Giusiana, stunning visuals and videos, and informative data recapping our
club’s impressive activities around the world. Previously, GE was billed as a local elegant affair
attended by approximately 100 Rotarians at $175 per ticket. In these changed times, the
format for GE was shifted to an International ZOOM event on September 12. It was open to
guests and partners with free admittance with active requests for donations. The new format
was extremely successful. This year’s attendance increased by 40% and we raised $25,000 for
global projects.
Positive comments were heard from regular and newcomer attendees alike. "While I knew
that Rotarians were great humanitarians, I had no idea of the global scope of the club's
efforts,” commented guest JoAnn Johnston of Menlo Park. “Watching Global Elegance really
opened my eyes to all the great work the Cupertino club is doing. I am so impressed - bravo to
the club for your great projects!"
Several projects were introduced at GE, among them Shin Shin Educational Foundation, China;
Eye Laser, Laparoscopic and Dialysis Equipment for India, and a water project in Kenya. An
especially heartwarming video was that of our Ecuador grant project for Casa Maria Amor, a
shelter for abused women and children. We heard from one of the beneficiaries of the project
who gratefully shared that, through the international grant with Club Tomebamba, she and
her children are now safe and self- sufficient.
The Cupertino club has a new project in motion, providing clean water for 5,000 people in two
villages in Kenya. Take a moment to view this great video, which explains the immense need
for water in this region.
Not only is RC Cupertino an international partner in 20-30 countries (see graphic on next
page), we are also contributing significant DDF funds to about 10 projects championed
through other clubs within District 5170 and beyond. As we continue to join hands helping to
make a difference, we are excited for what lies ahead in 2021.
Enjoy the event video as you travel around the world in 60 minutes!
Continues on Next Page

A Thank You From Our 2019 District 5170 Global Grant Scholar . . .
Editor’s note: In the April, 2019 issue of TRF News Today, we introduced Carson Smith, our district’s 2019
Global Grant Scholar. We reported that Carson was a tribal citizen of the Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma,
and a senior at Stanford University on the eve of beginning her studies for a master’s degree at Oxford
University. Carson recently checked in with our past and present Global Grant Chairs, DGE Richard
Flanders, and Noe Lozano, with the note below. EJ

Hi Mr. Flanders and Dr. Lozano,
I hope each of you are doing well. I just wanted to let you know
that I finished my Master's Degree last week. This has been an
incredibly rewarding experience. I have learned so much about
peace and conflict resolution studies, which I look forward to
bringing back to my communities in the near future. I also feel
that I have been able to contribute to this field through my own
Master's thesis. Additionally, I was able to start an indigenous
student group on campus-- something that has never existed at
Oxford before and one of my favorite experiences while here.
All of this would have been impossible without Rotary. I cannot
thank you enough for supporting me over the past year. This
degree has been life changing. I especially appreciate the
support that the two of you have provided me. Each of you
helped me engage with Rotary during my time in California and
prepared me for my time in the UK.
I've included a picture of my thesis defense outfit . . . I decided to sneakily wear my
moccasins because the examination was on Zoom.
Warmly,
Carson

For more
information
on how
to become or nominate a Rotary District 5170 Global Grant
The Major
Donor’s Journey
Continues
Scholar, just click HERE

The Major Donor’s Journey Continues
By Pat McMenamin, Major Donor Chair, District 5170

T

he September 2020 issue of the District 5170 TRF
Newsletter included perspectives about the
journey of discovery a Rotarian obtains upon realizing
that while we serve in countless ways, Rotarians have
focused our efforts on seven key “Areas of Focus” to
maximize our impact:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Peace and conflict prevention/resolution
Disease prevention and treatment
Water and sanitation
Maternal and child health
Basic education and literacy
Economic and community development
Supporting the environment
The people who make Rotary so effective, through their
generosity and passion for positive change, come from all
over the world and all walks of life. Even so, they share a
powerful common trait: they’re compelled by a desire to share
their good fortune with others, simply because they can make
a positive impact for someone whose life has not been easy.

Giving works because Rotary works.
And Rotary works because of people like you.
The path to making a major gift is highly personal and individual. The Rotary
Foundation offers an array of giving opportunities to accomplish your
philanthropic goals while furthering the mission of the Foundation.
“In Rotary, we indeed measure our value not by what we have but by what
we have given, by the good we have done in the world, and by our capacity
to do even more.”
Please take the opportunity to learn more about becoming a Major Donor or Arch
Klumph Society member of The Rotary Foundation of Rotary International.
For more information, please contact:
Pat McMenamin, Club Foundation Chair
Rotary Club of Livermore, D5170 TRF Major Donor Chair
C: 925-980-6881
pjmcmenamin@mac.com

Rotary International Has Helped Eradicate Polio
with Help of Members
By PDG, Michael Drake, Rotary Club of Tucson Sunset*
In 1985, Rotary International made the audacious pledge to eradicate
polio worldwide. It would be only the second disease to be eradicated.
(The World Health Organization declared smallpox eradicated in 1980.) In
1985, there were 360,000 cases a year in 125 countries of paralytic polio,
primarily in children. Polio is spread by fecal-oral transmission. It attacks
the nervous system and can result in paralysis of muscles, particularly in
the lower limbs and diaphragm.
Rotary International has 1.2 million members in 34,000 clubs in over 200
countries and geographical areas. Rotary is assiduously non-religious and
non-political. Therefore our membership is international and diverse. This
allows our international humanitarian work to have a wider and bigger
impact, including the eradication of polio.
In 1988, the Global Polio Eradication Initiative was formed when Rotary
acquired partners World Health Organization, UNICEF, and the U.S. Center for Disease
Control. In recent years, the Gates Foundation has been a generous supporter and partner.
Using the Sabin oral vaccine, volunteer Rotarians, and health workers around the world
began vaccinating children. To date, approximately 3.5 billion children have received the
precious drops. Because of that, it's estimated 19 million children have been spared the
scourge of polio.
Every year since the vaccination program began in 1985, the number of new cases
worldwide has gone down. By 2017, there were only 22 cases, all in only two countries —
Afghanistan and Pakistan. The number has gone up slightly in 2018 and 2019, and this last
step is the most challenging. Most cases occur along the Pakistan-Afghanistan border, a
very mountainous, inaccessible region.
Parents sometimes resist having their children vaccinated because of rumors it is a plot by
the United States to make Muslim children infertile. And the Taliban opposes the program
fearing the health workers are spies or will undermine their control. Indeed, in 2019, 11
health workers administering the vaccine were assassinated along the border by such
militants. But we persist.
Rotary's army of volunteer members around the world organize immunization campaigns,
transport the cold chain vaccine by car, boat, motor scooter, burro, and on foot. Along with
its partners and local health officials, Rotary has created the largest public-private health
initiative the world has ever seen. In addition to raising funds, many of us in Southern
Arizona have traveled to India, Nigeria, and other countries to participate in National
Immunization Days.
In late October, Rotarians worldwide observed World Polio Day. We have celebrated the
progress we have made. But with clear-eyed determination, we also renew our
commitment to fulfilling our pledge to the kids of the world.

*TRF News Today re-publishes this article with the kind
permission of, and our thanks to, PDG Michael Drake
from Rotary District 5500 (Southern Arizona).

General Hal Hyde,Rotary Club of Watsonville
A Remembrance
By PDG Russ Hobbs, Rotary Club of Santa Cruz

General Hal Hyde, Rotary Club of Watsonville, was a legend in the
Santa Cruz/Watsonville Area. He passed away on October 12, 2020 at
the age of 97.
Hal was a member of “The Greatest Generation” (those who grew up
during the Depression and fought in WWII). Hal fought with General
Patton and the Third Army in the Battle of the Bulge, participated in
campaigns crossing the Rhine and Danube Rivers, and helped recover
Nazi loot hidden in mines. He was awarded the Combat Infantry
Badge and the Bronze Star Medal, and helped liberate Nazi death
camps before he returned home to the community he loved to help
found Cabrillo College and establish UC Santa Cruz.
While he was proud of his military service, he was most proud of his fifth-generation ties to Santa
Cruz county. He was born in Watsonville, Graduated from UC Berkeley, and received his Masters of
Business Administration from Harvard University, where he met his wife of 51 years, Perky. Together
they raised four children.
Hal was the last living founding member of Cabrillo College which opened in 1959. Cabrillo College
President Matt Wetstein (Capitola/Aptos Rotarian) said, “He was a builder of incredible institutions
that have state, national and even international significance. He gave his all in support of our country
and our community’s students. All of us at Cabrillo are proud to honor his legacy of giving back to the
community”. Hal also served on the steering committee that selected the site for UC Santa Cruz. He
went on to serve UC Santa Cruz as the University’s first vice-chancellor of business and finance for 15
years.
Rotary was important in Hal’s life. He joined the Watsonville Rotary Cub in 1947,
and was a Major Donor to The Rotary Foundation. Hal traveled the world, logged
Rotary make-ups in 37 different countries, and participated in Polio Plus
eradication efforts worldwide. Hal believed that the next Rotary focus after the
completion of the Polio Project, would be clean water and hygiene in developing
countries. At the time of his death, he was working with contacts he had at UCSC
to put together a global effort, with Rotary participation, for clean water.
Kristin Fabos, President of the Watsonville Rotary Club said that Hal was their most senior member,
and last December the club launched the annual Hal Hyde Day. President Fabos said
that “Hal led an exemplary life, and was a gift to his family and our Club, as well as to Cabrillo
College, to UCSC and the entire Santa Cruz County community.
An often overused phrase is that someone was “a legend,” but those of us who knew and
respected Hal can truthfully say—he was a legend and he will be missed.

Time to Ask
by Paul Iannaccone
Rotary District 5170 Annual Giving Chair

R

otary Foundation Month reminds us of the
incredible impact we have throughout the world.
1.2 million neighbors, friends, leaders, and problemsolvers uniting to take action to create lasting change.
To make that change, we happily give of
our time, our talents, and our fortune.
You and I are blessed to have far more
than we need to survive, a fact of life
largely taken for granted. We also
know that giving to the Rotary
Foundation is one of the best
investments any of us can make.
Last month I shared that a successful
Annual Fund campaign starts with a plan and before that I wrote about
“Making the Ask.”
So this month is a simple reminder.
Foundation month is the time when many of us focus on the Annual Fund
campaign and while planning is great, the number one reason someone
gives is “somebody asked.”
So, this month I’m asking each of you to invite your fellow Club Rotarians
to make a gift to the Annual Fund. It’s an investment that will change
lives, starting with their own.

Global Grant Project Opportunity for Clubs
The International Committee of the Rotary Club of Saratoga (host club) is seeking clubs or individuals to
participate in two local South Bay Global Grant projects, with the Rotary Club of Bangalore (West) as the
International partner. Thank you to the Rotarians who visited us at the Avenue of Service.
Global Grant Project 1:
Alleviating Health Care and Food Insecurity in Covid-19 Impacted Communities in Santa Clara County
The pandemic has hit the homeless community in Santa Clara County severely especially in ongoing health
assessment, safer living conditions and food security. There were nearly 11,000 people living in a homeless
condition in Santa Clara County before Covid-19 and those numbers have since increased by approximately 20%
with projections that those numbers could rise another 20-40% further. Pandemic related job loss has resulted in
an explosive rise in food insecurity in San Jose and Santa Clara County. Food distribution programs, including
Healing Grove Health Center and Martha’s Kitchen, are seeing a 200% to 300% increase in food requests during the
pandemic. This truck is critical to achieve the mission of keeping low income families in our community healthy and
safe.
This project envisions the purchase of a medium duty box- truck. This truck will be used for delivering onsite health
care (in the pandemic phase), medical screening, living supplies, cold/hot food (over the near and longer term).
Health care delivery will be performed by Healing Grove Health Center for:
▪ Medical Fairs each serving hundreds of people.
▪ COVID testing and vaccination events
▪ Transport of healthy food for diabetic patients, etc.
Food delivery to soup kitchens, churches, and field locations will be done by Martha's Kitchen:
• Deliver ~100,000 meals & 200,000 lbs groceries/month
• Transport of donated / rescued food from provider sites
• Transport of non-perishable food and supplies
Purchase of a medium duty refrigerated box- truck – Cost ~$98,000
(thanks to D5170 clubs for DDF / Cash – Cupertino, Los Gatos, Los Gatos-Morning, and Silicon Andhra)
Contributions Needed to complete the funding: ~$8000, before TRF match
Global Grant Project 2:
Learning Needs for Children with Special Needs in the San Jose’s Franklin-McKinley Schools, San Jose
This project will specifically benefit students with identified learning disabilities including autism, attention deficit
hyperactivity disorder, and gross and fine motor skill needs. The project scope includes:
▪ Individual Sensory Kits, checked out for home use by the students, during CoVID-19
▪ Kits for 15 Occupational Therapists, covering FIVE school districts
▪ Sensorimotor Room at McKinley Elementary for ~60 students, to help cope, adjust and focus
The Project cost: $32,000
Contributions Needed to complete the funding: ~$6000, before TRF match
Please contact us if you have any questions.
Maria Guldner (Chair), mariaguldner@comcast.net
Sangita Seshadri, sangitaseshadri@gmail.com

Trivia Question No. 1:

Can you Identify
this famous
Rotarian?

How many items of legislation did the Rotarians at the
2019 RI Council on Legislation consider:
(a) 27;
(b) 57;
(c) 97;
(d) 117; or
(e) 217?
Trivia Question No. 2:

How many items of legislation were adopted by the 2019 RI

Answer on last page

Council on Legislation:
(a) 17;
(b) 27;
(c) 47;
(d) 77; or
(e) 177?
Trivia Question no. 3:
According to a bylaw adopted at the 2019 RI Council on
Legislation, Rotary clubs world-wide are barred from
limiting membership based on various factors, but are not
barred from limiting membership based on:
(a) Gender;
(b) Sexual orientation;
(c) National origin;
(d) Creed; or
(e) None of the above (i.e., clubs may not limit membership
based on any of the above-listed factors)?
Answers on last page of this newsletter

Did you know ...
That past issues* of

TRF News Today
are available?
Just click HERE
*With lots of good stuff,
such as news about club
TRF projects in District
5170; stats, puzzles, Rotary
trivia; and helpful
information about the Paul
Harris Society, major
donors, Triple Crown
Donors, Annual Giving, and
of course, The Rotary
Foundation.

Note to solvers:
This puzzle contains clues for
answers that are anagrams of
Rotary Clubs in District 5170

The famous Rotarian pictured is former Secretary of Health and Human Services
(1993-2001), Donna Shalala, Rotary Club of Madison, Wisconsin.
Answer to trivia question no. 1: (c) The first Rotary E-club, aptly named “eClub One”
was chartered in 2002.
Answer to trivia question no. 2: (d) eClub One has members in 13 different countries.
Answer to trivia question no. 3: (a) The first Rotary club in Africa was the Rotary Club
of Johannesburg, chartered in 1921. The famous Rotarian pictured is former Secretary
of Health and Human Services (1993-2001), Donna Shalala, Rotary Club of Madison,
Wisconsin.
The famous Rotarian pictured is Manny Pacquiao, who won 12 major boxing titles in 8
different weight divisions, making him one of the greatest boxers of all time. Pacquaio has
a very distinguished Rotary resume, including President of the Rotary Club of Manila 101
(2012), and charter president of the Rotary Club of Manila Premier (2016). He is also a
generous donor to TRF, and a member of RI’s Arch Klumph Society.
Answer to trivia question no. 1: (d) The 2019 Rotary Council on Legislation considered
117 different items of legislation.
Answer to trivia question no. 2: (c) The 2019 Council on Legislation adopted 47 of those
117 items.
Answer to trivia question no. 3: (e) The 2019 Council on Legislation barred clubs from
limiting membership on the basis of all of the factors mentioned in the question (and some
others).

