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The Bemis Award is named for the late Edwin A. Bemis, long-time editor/publisher of The Littleton Independent newspaper. He was president of the Rotary Club of Littleton and coined the name “Editarian” for the editors of Rotary Club bulletins. In 1943-1944, Bemis was governor of District 113, which included present districts 5440, 5450 and 5470.
This year the award is being changed from best newsletter to being best club communications.  

Judging Categories and Weighting Percentage
The three main categories will be weighted equally.

Newsletter 33 1/3%
Social Media 33 1/3%
Blogs/Project related websites 33 1/3%

All three categories will be based upon the following subjects and weighted on the listed percentages.

Club News (40%): Items judged under this category include, but are not limited to, current and future club programs, member activities, club activities, committee reports, election of officers, special events, birthdays and other recognitions, etc. 
Rotary Education (20%): Information about Rotary, including excerpts from or comments on The Rotarian magazine, Rotary International Foundation news, club foundation, Rotary development, Rotary history and basic concepts, District 5450 events or activities and anything which furthers knowledge of the principles and ideals of Rotary.
Originality (30%): This important category recognizes the efforts of Editarians who create a written environment that excites the reader’s imagination and beckons continued reading. The best communications are those, which are inspired from activities emanating from within the club. To write about these matters requires originality and creativity. Creative use of layout and diversity of content contribute to the originality of the newsletter.
Format and Appearance (10%): Well organized and formatted communications are more interesting to the reader. 
Summary: It is most important to consider what kind of job the communications are doing to advance the Rotary club. Do the communications provide necessary information interestingly presented about club activities and does it provide it in a format that invites reading?
