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Bethel
Bethel Puts Its Fundraising to Good Use!

In October the Bethel Rotary Club made 

significant donations to a local sobriety house, a 

food pantry and to a project to expand community 

access to a nonprofit Nordic ski trail network. We 

love putting our fundraising to good use in a wide 

variety of worthwhile community efforts! 

And now we are about to enter our winter/holiday 

busy season for both fundraising and hands-on 

public service.



Bridgton-Lake Region
Rotary “Rocks” Literacy at Crooked River Elementary!

The Bridgton-Lake Region Club is amplifying literacy at Crooked River 

Elementary School in Casco with nearly $4,000 in District grant funds. 

The funds will provide $2,000 in take-home books and $1,500 in new 

library titles for over 200 students in grades 3–5. The balance will be on 

other supplies. Volunteers—recruited and coordinated by Rotarians 

Joanne Cohn and Ann Lasman—began one-on-one reading support on 

September 30 and will continue through the 2025–26 school year.

Principal Steve Gagne is personally selecting high-interest books to spark 

imagination and reinforce reading as a gateway to lifelong success. The 

school embraced “Rotary Rocks” as the theme for this initiative. Photo L-

R: Ann Lasman, Steve Gagne and Joanne Cohn.

This marks the club’s second literacy grant, following last year’s support 

for Stevens Brook Elementary. Interested volunteers may contact Joanne 

Cohn at joanne.cohn643@gmail.com or 617-306-1956.

District 7780 awarded over $60,000 in grants last year, empowering clubs 

to lead projects in literacy, clean water, and environmental stewardship.



Damariscotta-Newcastle
October is Parade and Fundraising 

Fun!

October was another busy month for the 

RC of Damariscotta-Newcastle.  We 

participated several ways in the 

Damariscotta Pumpkinfest and Regatta: 

parking control at the event, serving on 

the Fest Board and having a fun 

afternoon marching and riding in the 

annual Parade!

And, of course, the following Sunday 

was our Family Fun Fundraiser for our 

Karl’s Kids program.  A corn hole 

tournament, pig and chicken roast bbq 

buffet, music supplied by North County 

Band up from Connecticut  and dancing.  

Great weather, great cause!



Dover
Dover Loves Interactors and Seniors!

Top Photos depicted the Fun filled day of face 

painting and temporary tattoos led by the Dover 

High School Interact students.

Trivia Showdown Fun! Dover Rotary Club hosted 

an exciting hour of trivia for senior home 

residents! It was Team Petunia vs. The 

Troublemakers in a friendly battle of wits. After 

trailing early on, the Petunias made a fantastic 

comeback and took the win! We were thanked for 

our time, energy and community spirit.  It was a 

truly memorable event.

Finally, President Cathy Beaudoin welcomed 

Becky Crowley as the newest member of the club.

It was an exciting month!



Hampton
Wrap up of Fall Fridays, Clean Water & Polio 

Eradication Events!

Hampton Rotary wrapped up its final Fall Friday after 

five weeks of live music and local restaurant-donated 

food—thank you Old Salt, Blue Harbor, Greg’s Pizza, 

Bogies, and Santiago’s of Hampton! In October, we 

also hosted two community events: a clean water 

discussion at Abenaqui Country Club on Oct 14, and a 

special Rotary presentation on global polio eradication 

at the Ashworth Hotel on Oct 20, hosted by four area 

Rotary Clubs—it was great to collaborate! Both events 

brought together local leaders and experts to connect 

our community, share knowledge, and inspire action. 

We’re thinking of Old Salt as they recover from fire 

damage.

Photos of Fall Friday (gazebo and kids making 

friendship bracelets) and one from the Polio 

Eradication event of speaker - Mike McGovern.



Kittery
Interact’s Haunted Walk Scares 150 

Guests!

The Rotary Club of Kittery is extremely 

proud of our very active Interact Club at 

Traip Academy due, in large part, to the 

tireless efforts of our Interact Coordinator, 

Rotarian Blayne Matty.  Their latest project, 

the group’s first Haunted Walk, was a huge 

success.  More than 40 Interact members 

participated and over 150 guests walked 

through.  Thanks to all who joined us and 

for the many adults who helped make it 

possible too!

HUGE thanks to Aroma Joe's Coffee and 

Lil's Cafe who both donated to our 

concessions! We raised money for both the 

Kittery Land Trust and the Seacoast 

Fridge!  Yay for community and fun!



Ogunquit
Free Beach Wheelchairs at Ogunquit Beach!

The Ogunquit Rotary Club provides free beach wheelchairs to 

anyone visiting Ogunquit beach who needs mobility help. 

Recently, Ms. Reed-Powell brought her 95-year-old mother, the 

Reverend Dr. Catherine Reed to Ogunquit to see the ocean. They 

were excited to learn that they could borrow a beach wheelchair. 

Ms. Reed-Powell maneuvered it to the water’s edge, and her 

mother enjoyed the splendor and power of the ocean up close. 

When it was time to leave, the uphill ramp proved to be quite 

challenging. In Ms. Reed-Powell’s words, “That’s when God sent 

John Clancy to the rescue. He pushed and maneuvered my mom 

up the ramp and charmed her with conversation the entire way. 

John told us about the Rotary Club’s work and its part in acquiring 

beach wheelchairs. I just want to say, ‘Thank You’ to John and the 

Ogunquit Rotary Club”. (John Clancy is a longtime member of the 

Ogunquit Rotary Club.)



Oxford Hills
OH Gives Away Dictionaries & Sells Cabot Cheese Bricks!

Oxford Hills Rotary distributed 220 dictionaries to all 3rd graders in the Oxford Hills School 

District.  Patty Rice and Bob Schott are shown with students showing we’re ‘this close’ to 

eradicating polio.

OH Rotary Annual Cabot Cheese Brick sale!  Cabot extra sharp, 3# brick, for $25.00 (same 

price as last year!) We will ship (you pay shipping) or if you’d like to designate a Club 

member to be our contact person, we’d be happy to deliver to any Club who orders 5 or 

more bricks!  FMI contact George Rice, 207.890.3122, gwrice124@charter.net or Patty 

Rice, 207-890-2332, ricepatty079@gmail.com.  All profits benefit the Club’s dictionary 

project, May Day Play Day and Scholarships.  FMI go to www.oxfordhillsrotary.org or find us 

on FB.  Bricks will be available by mid-November in time for Thanksgiving and Christmas. 

mailto:gwrice124@charter.net
mailto:ricepatty079@gmail.com
http://www.oxfordhillsrotary.org/


Portland
Portland Annual End Polio Bridge Walk!

Portland Rotarians were joined by others including 

DG Emma Bodwell, Bridgton-Lake Region; Mike 

McGovern, SP-CE; Julie Forbes, Westbrook-

Gorham; Justin Gerry, PDG John Lobosco, Tony 

Wagner and others.



Portsmouth
Portsmouth RC October Happenings!

Our Christmas Tree Sales Roster filled almost immediately after it dropped 

online. We’ll be doing three shifts each when gates opening November 29.

Not to be outdone, the roster for our Annual Thanksgiving Dinner is filling out. 

Dinner Chair Priscilla MacInnis made her annual call for volunteers as well as 

pies, pies, and more pies. 

Kathy Nickerson thanked the club for its generous donations to Women’s 

United Baby Group shower. “You showed up,” she said. 

We observed the Polio Plus effort by first welcoming two pilots at Pease. 

They had circumnavigated the North Atlantic for the cause. New Portsmouth 

but long-time Rotarian Extraordinaire Julia Phelps gave an impassioned talk 

about the origins of the current campaign to eradicate polio. 

Steve Wood and Ted Alex delivered a $5,000-dollar William Cash Committee 

check to Rye’s book drive.



River Valley
Featured Speakers and Weatherization Team!

Featured Speakers Karen Wilson & Todd Papianou: At the October 20 River 

Valley Rotary Fellowship Luncheon, Karen Wilson and Todd Papianou shared 

their passion for education and the outdoors. Karen, a math coach at MEROBY 

Elementary, has 30 years of experience and serves on several community 

boards. Todd, a longtime MVHS Phys Ed teacher and outdoor educator, spoke 

about the new Community Forest Trail and his work with youth through 

Mountain Valley Outings and Lifetime Pursuit programs. Together, they 

exemplify service, leadership, and a love for Maine’s natural beauty.

The Weatherization Team: The Franklin Savings Bank weatherized a 90-

year-old couple’s home with more than 20 windows and 5 doors! All this to 

help keep them a little warmer for this winter! This is just one of 14 homes 

being done!!

Top Photo (l-r): Todd Papianou, Karen Wilson and Joanne Bisson, Rotarian for 

the Day, CEO of OFCU.

Bottom Photo: The Weatherization Team.



Saco Bay 
Saco Bay Club supports Parkinson’s 

Fundraiser!

The New England Parkinson’s Ride held in 

Old Orchard Beach is one of the largest 

events of the year for the Michael J. Fox 

Foundation and this year raised over $1.4 

million. The Saco Bay Club prepared and 

served dinner for over 300 riders the night 

before the event. We had fun preparing and 

serving lobster rolls, corn on the cob, 

hotdogs, roasted chicken, veggie burgers, 

cole slaw, and clam chowder. Special 

thanks to Rotarians Dave LePauloue and 

Jon Safford for being co-chairs for this 

successful service event and to all the 

Rotarians and friends that volunteered.



South Berwick-Eliot
Marshwood High School Interact Raises Funds for Polio!

In commemoration of World Polio Day, the Marshwood High School 

Interact Club, sponsored by the South Berwick-Eliot Club, had a Purple 

Pinkie Day at the school. They raised $300!

The photo shows some of the members and officers of that group. You 

may recognize Nellie Young (Interact Co-President) who has made the 

rounds in our district and beyond on a number of occasions raising funds 

for worthwhile projects.

Interactors also help South Berwick – Eliot Rotary each month at the 

South Berwick Food Pantry and will be working side-by-side with us at 

our upcoming Dance and Silent Auction on November 7th to raise funds 

for our local food pantries which are experiencing rising demand for their 

services. Go to Home Page | South Berwick-Eliot for tickets to the Dance 

or for more information about the event.

Keep up the great work, Marshwood Interact.

https://www.southberwickeliotrotary.org/
https://www.southberwickeliotrotary.org/
https://www.southberwickeliotrotary.org/


South Portland/Cape Elizabeth
SP-CE Assists Habitat for Humanity on Build Day!

Rotarians from the South Portland-Cape Elizabeth Club recently 

rolled up their sleeves for a Habitat for Humanity Build Day in 

South Portland. Working side by side with Habitat staff and future 

homeowners, volunteers spent the day, caulking, taping, 

hammering nails, and embodying Rotary’s spirit of “Service Above 

Self.” The project not only helps create affordable housing but also 

strengthens community bonds—proving once again that when 

Rotarians come together, we build more than houses—we build 

hope.

Photo Top Left - Past President Nancy Irving with Habitat Staff

Photo Top Right - Rotarian Tom Meyers building stairs

Photo Bottom Left - Rotarian spouse Eric Boutiette on the 

scaffolding.

Photo Bottom Right - Rotarian Marge Dugan



Friday October 24 was a big day!!

First, was the inaugural River Bowl, which will be an annual football 

game between the Gorham and Westbrook varsity teams. We were 

pleased to be asked to provide the “perpetual trophy” which the 

winning team will be able to display in their school. The bowl-

shaped trophy is branded with our club's name and the Rotary logo. 

In addition, the most outstanding player from each team took home 

a trophy of their own.  Westbrook won this first contest 12 to 10 with 

home field advantage.  President Kim Carignan helped present the 

awards and the trophy.

Second, our new fully branded “People of Action” canopy was a 

focal point to provide information about the polio eradication 

initiative and about our upcoming wreath and tree fundraiser. The 

WHS Interact students held a “purple pinkie” event, raising nearly 

$200 that evening.  Earlier in the day they raised an additional $70.  

An amazing result!!

Finally, we held a 50/50 raffle which netted $372 to be split between 

the WHS and GHS food pantries.

Westbrook-Gorham
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