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CONFERENCE 2000

Conference Secretary Bob is Looking
for your Registration by May 10th!

District Governor Mike McGovern has announced
that RI President Carlo Ravizza has appointed
PDG B, A. "Andy™ Milligan as his réepresentative
to our Conference 2000 on May 18-21 at the
Marriott in South Portland. Andy is a member of
the Rotary Club of Wolfeboro, New Hampshire
and has served that ¢club in many capacities to the
present day. He was District Governor of District
7850 in 1996-97 and has chaired numerous
committees for his district. Andy and his wife
Janie, who is also a Rotarian, own Milligan's
Pendleton Shoppes in Wolfeboro and Stratham, NH.

Friday evening's keynote speaker at the Conference will be RI Associate
General Secretary Edwin Futa. Ed is a member of the Rotary Club of East
Honolulu and will become General Secretary of RI on July 1, 2000. Ed is
highly regarded as a speaker and in much demand as a keynote speaker at
Rotary functions,

Rounding out the trio of distinguished invited Rotary speakers is BRI
President-Nominee Richard King, who will be the keynote speaker on
Thursday evening. Each evening of the conference will feature exceptional
speakers and outstanding entertainment, including Schooner Fare and the
Boy Singers of Maine.

To highlight the tenth anniversary of our District, clubs and committees have
been encouraged to produce a display highlighting their accomplishments.
Sneak previews of some of the displays indicate that we are in for an
impressive review of the past decade. If your club or committee has not
made arrangements for a display yet, space is still available - contact Janet
McLaughlin fo reserve your space.

Another feature of the District Conference that everyone looks forward to
each year is the Silent Auction. Clubs are encouraged to respond to PP
Loretta Rowe with your club’s auction item as soon as possible so that your
contribution can be properly noted.
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Message from Mike:

Most of you have recently received a separate
newsletter outlining the program for the District
Conference that is now just two weeks away.
Even a cursory review of that newsletter would
show that this will be a different conference than
what we have had in the past. The speakers will
be stimulating and the entertainment and
opportunities for fellowship will be unsurpassed.

As I sat down with my family for Easter dinner last week, I was explaining to
my sister who is not a Rotarian what has been planned for the weekend. She
asked if she could sign up for the conference, as she believes that the
program and other activities will make for a fascinating couple of days. After
quickly signing her up, [ began to think of all the Rotanians in our district
who may miss a similar good time, as they are unaware of the content of the
district conference. This newsletter and the separate conference newsletter
were sent to leaders of Rotary clubs, but not to all Rotarians. Please take the
time to get the message out that this conference will be a great opportunity
for hearing talented speakers, for explorning areas of Greater Portland we are
only vaguely aware of, for wonderful food, for stimulating entertainment and
for thinking how we can become better Rotarians and better citizens.

We have more meal packages available than any conference has ever had in
the past. We will have an opportunity to elect representatives to the Council
on Legislation and to the nommating commuttee for Rotary International
director. We will review and possibly adopt new by-laws, and clubs will be
recognized for their many achievements over the past year.

My invitation to you is not just as a district governor hoping for a well-
attended district conference. T invite you because [ know the conference will
be successful from a programmatic point of view. [ know that those who
attend will have a great time. The only possibility for disappointment is that
following the district conference many Rotarians will likely hear others say,
“you should have gone.” This is the week to say to others, “I am going and
you should too.”

»

GHE heam membors Garery Page, Shorym Paul, teanr leader Ertc Wednrieh,
My Angsin with DG Mike MeGavern as they depart foe Brazil
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Focus on our Foundation

This is the Home Stretchl
by POG Marie Wiliarns

At the end of every Rotary year,
many of us honor family, friends
or fellow Rotarians by making
them Paul Harris Fellows. We
send our donation in during the
first week of June or the last
week of May, like thousands

of other Rotarians around the
world, and want to make the
presentation before the Rotary
year ends. We are then
disappointed when we don't
get the Paul Harris Fellow
recognition items in time to be
presented. This happens
thousands of times all over the
world. Don't delay in sending in
your donation and be one of the
many individuals disappointed
this year. Send your donation to
Our Rotary Foundation TODAY
S0 you can make your present-
ation in June. Then make ita
special occasion by asking DG
Mike to help you make the
presentation.

It is very gratifying to see so
many clubs making donations

to Our Rotary Foundatjon. If you
have not done your part, please
do it today to help us make our
goal or exceed it. Let's maka
1999-2000 the year that we have
100% of the clubs in the District
donating to the annual giving

program.

| personally want to thank each
and every one of you who have
done your part this year. What a
wonderful feeling to know that
you have helped make the world
a better place for so many
people that you will never get to
meet. Hundreds of people will
have the chance for CLEAN
WATER, FOOD, HEALTH CARE,
and EDUCATION because of YOU!

+ ROTARY FOLNDATION - BOTARY FOURDATION + ROTARY FOUNDATION + AOTARY FOUNMDATION « ROTARY FOUMDATION » AOTASY FOUKDATION « ROTARY FOURDATION « ROTASY FOUMIATION

« AOTARY FOUNDATION « ROTARY FOURDATSON

BETARY FOUMDATION = BOTARY FOUNDATION

Conrad "‘Babe’ Grondin: Biddeford-Saco's 'Mr. Match'
by President Dick Lagarde, Biddeford-Saco

A shining example of Rotarys call to service, Conrad ‘Babe’ Grondin has
lived the true spirit of service throughout his life. He first served his
country as I* Lieutenant durin g the Korean Conflict of the 1950's where
he was seriously wounded leading his men in battle. It is thanks to his
men who carried him off the battlefield that he survived.

In the seventies and eighties, Conrad focused his attention on the
economic revival of the Biddeford area. In 1983 St. Francis College (now
UNE) granted him an honorary Ph.D. in Economics for his leadership role
in the development of the Biddeford Industrial Park.

One year after joining Rotary, Babe’s efforts were focused on
international service. In 1987 he obtained Rotary funds for a literacy
program for 250 students who weren't attending public schools in
Brazil. This project continues today and has been extended to service
the pre-school children of families who survive by foraging in the city
dump.

In 1991 Babe applied for a $30,000 Matching grant to provide a 4-wheel
drive vehicle to reach the residents of fishing and sugar cane villages
in rural Brazil. A year later a grant for $4.000 was secured for electrical
repairs to the laundry facilities of a building housing approximately 20
women and children, and for building a water cistern. Again in 1994 a
510,000 grant allowed the purchase of materials and equipment for
vocational training for unemployed adults Babes final efforts in Brazil
came through a Foundation grant of 515000 for a 9-passenger vehicle.

Throughout the ten-year span of grants to Brazil Babe made several
trips to obtain local Rotarian collaboration and to verify the progress of
the many projects undertaken with Rotary Foundation grants. Needless
to say, none of these efforts would have been possible without the
generous efforts of Biddeford-Saco Rotary and District 7780 which
provided the initial funds to be matched by the Foundation.

For the year 2000 Babe has redirected his attention to another
continent, Africa. Rotary funds totaling $18,000 will be used to install
solar panels at the Center for Unwed Mothers in an impoverished
reglon of Lesotho The panels will provide electricity and other basic
necessities for the center, These will enhance the opportunities given
to unwed mothers to prepare for gainful employment and to provide
a better life for their children

Conrad, CEO of Prescott Metal in Biddeford, has served on many
executive hoards in addition to his Rotary involvement. He has truly
exemplified Rotarys spirit of ‘Service Above Self”
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Spotlight on . . .
The Langest Clubs

This month we get a glimpse of
life in our district’s largest clubs,
courtesy of three leaders of those
clubs. The identity of the
Portsmouth scribe will be obvious
to members of that club, but for
everyone else's benefit — the
author was PP Scott Stringham.

Bruuswick

by PP Lennie Burke

We are pleased to be celebrating
our 75" anniversary on May12th
of 2000. We would invite all
Rotarians to join us in this festive
occasion!!

Our club has been active in the
Brunswick/Topsham/Harpswell
area creating a better community
through varied activities and
programs. At our celebration I am
sure we will be looking back at
our history — at those who have
been instrumental in molding our
club into what we are today. But
as you will see, we also look
ahead and to those coming alier
us and assuring they will have
better opportunities.

For well over 10 years our
“annual fund raiser” — our Meals
and Deals book, has allowed us to
sponsor & group of Brunswick
High and Mt Ararat High
students to participate in Outward
Bound, Each year it is rewarding
to hear the current participants

come to our club and relate their
experiences. However recently we
were pleased to have previous
participants (as long ago as 10
years) visit our club and tell us the
life changes the Outward Bound
experience made. It was inspiring
to hear young people tell us that
this one experience was a turning
point — that without the Outward
Bound experience they may have
taken a different road.

We have several of our club
members who are involved in our
local Voecational High School —
VOC 10. They serve as mentors, as
coaches and as friends. At least
once a year, our entire club enjoys
having lunch at the school prepared
by their culinary arts students. It is
a great opportunity to understand
the wonderful programs offered by
this school and to again make a
difference in the community.

As have other clubs, over the past
two years we have been nvolved in
the Friends Forever Project. We
have had the pleasure of witnessing
the “coming together” of two very
different ideologies and the
difference the “innocence of youth”
can bring to the table.

Every 4™ of July, our club holds a
celebration on the mall with games
and prizes for children and adults.
Every year we are amazed by the
diversity of the group. We are now
enjoying the third generation of
participants.

Over the years we have tackled
several “special” activities, (such
as raising $50,000 toward the
construction of the Bike Path in
1997}, but this yvear we have
undertaken a project that we are
particularly proud of — thanks to
the leadership of our current
President Pat Forestell. He has

nstilled in a small group of our
A=

membership, led by Kathy Vaden,
“the fever” with respect to our sister
state in Brazil — Rio Grande do
Norte. On April 10" we brought
Patch Adams to Merrill Auditorium
in Portland, raising over $530,000 to
help build much-needed medical
facilities.

As you can see¢, we are busy — but
happy — here in Brunswick.

Portlond

by Roxane Cole, President

Something new this year for
Portland Rotary was the
establishment of a Major Gifts
Committee. The commitice, headed
by Past President Fred Thompson,
was allocated $32,000 by the Board
of Directors to distribute to
worthwhile recipients. When it
advertised the availability of funds
the committee received 32 requests
for funding totaling $350,000. So
far this year we have given the
YWCA $10,560 for additional
social workers for its parenting
skills counseling project and $900
to the Riverton School after-school
project. Well Suited received $1,500
to outfit lower-income women for
job interviews; the Big Brothers/Big
Sisters’ multi-cultural mentoring
program was awarded $2,250, and
we gave Portland Trails $10,000 for
a sculpture to be placed at the head
of the Eastern Promenade Trail. The
Major Gifts Committee will give
away an additional $7,000 this
spring and 1s accepting requests
throughout May. The Community
Service Committee, headed by
Larry Gross, subsequently funded
some of the requests that were not
funded by the Major Gifts
Committee. The club was
enthusiastic about this new
initiative where the fruits of their
fundraising were visibly shared
with the community above and
beyond the traditional committee



structure that disburses funds in
Vocational Service, International
Service and Community Service.

Speaking of
fundraising, WinterFest
OO0 has led the way agamn
this year for fundraising for the
club. Portland Rotary kicked off its
third WinterFest holiday lights train
ride with District Governor Michael
McGovern riding the first train in
late November. The project is a
collaboration between the club and
the Maine Narrow Gauge Railroad
and runs from Thanksgiving until
the end of the year. It is a huge
success in many ways. First of all it
provides a popular holiday event for
families and also employment for
neighborhood kids. Additionally, the
club has formed an effective
partnership with the Cumberland
County Work Release Program and
utilizes the program for set up and
takedown of the displays, This
cooperative effort provides critical
labor for the project as well as team-
building employment opportunities
for the program participants. The
club also holds an auction in the
spring and a golf tournament for its
other major fundraising endeavors.

As spring arrives Portland Rotary
will be planting trees along the
Eastern Promenade Trail in
cooperation with the City of
Portland Parks Department. With
the help of City Arborist Jeff
Tarling, the club has developed
Rotary Grove. Certificates are being
given to speakers noting that fact,
and in licu of speaker gifts,
donations are being made to provide
shade trees at Rotary Grove along
the Eastern Prom Trail. The club
will continue the program next year
and hopes to expand its donations in
order to provide more trees along
the very scenic trail that parallels
Casco Bay along the base of
Munjoy Hill.
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Final Report: Remembering Buenos Aires y Another Report from
by Barnaly Olson, Ambassadorial Scholar argentina - Youth Exchange
When 1 reflect on my year as a Rotary Ambassadorial Scholar in Argentina, j Someftimes | wonder if | really could

[ always remember first what might appear to be one of the most mundane have done this if it wasn’t for the
aspects of my daily ritual — my morning bus ride to university on the family I’'m living with, They are
crowded streets of Buenos Aires. Although commuters around the world y constantly making me laugh, and
grimace at the thought of moming rush hour, for me my daily commute bringing me out of sadness when |
was anything but tedious. Hanging from the ceiling bars and squeezed } encounter it. They have all made me
between city-goers at the back of a careening public bus, my moming ride feel as though [ am a part of their
was a cherished oasis for reflection. It was my private moment to step back wonderful family. from the first day |

from my various activities and savor the fact that [ was actually living in y avriied. Recelv. & horrible death
Argentina, something that never ceased being hard to believe and which occurred in their family: their voung

alwa},fsl made me feel u?xem-hehmnglly furtunatc.ll would w:.ntch the Spanish coilsin wes- lillod it s cir hocident here

store signs and pedestrian-choked sidewalks whiz past and it always N

seemed that | was enjoying a pleasant dream in danger of ending at any o - dind [wa_t:hed %%
went through a painful time of grieving.

moment with the ring of an alarm clock. Fortunately for me, that dream
. 4 y It was so difficult fo watch them go

lasted a whole year. ’ .
through this. My sisters took it very

But my morning bus ride was also an opportunity for something more than J hard: | wanted to hoid them until |
enjoying the sights and sounds of a foreign city. It was also an opportunity could feel their bodies vibrating with

to dig deeper than the textbooks and academic papers. It was an their beautiful. infectious laughter. that
opportunity to think about what my studies actually meant. | found my y often fills the house and can put me in
classes on Latin American history, politics, economics and international a 2ood mood instantly. One thing [ feel
relations interesting in their own right, but it was significantly more came out of this horrible tragedy is
engaging when each morning [ glanced around at the assembled faces on a } that [ feel it has brought me closer fo
speeding public bus and wondered how my studies related to each of those them as a family, because not ohly
individuals. My economics classes seemed much more important, and y have | shared in the jovs and
disconcerting, when I could look at the faces of the people directly affected excitements, but also in the pain and

by slow growth and high unemployment, and wonder to myself how they grieving, and that is essentially what it
were managing to provide for their own families under such circumstances. i is to be a family. to share evervthing.
And how had they survived the early part of the 90s when inflation reached good and bad, leaning on each other
more than 1,000%? History seemed much more alive when | bore quiet for love, support, laughter and

witness to the Argentines” emphatic gestures, which always made me think strength.

back to the waves of Italian immigrants arriving in Argentina at the

beginning of this century with hopes of a new and better life. Finally, | thank my lucky stars that | have been
politics is ever-present in Argentina, even when not openly advertised. fortunate enough to be with this family,
Where did my fellow commuters stand politically when the country was and be in this beautiful city in

deeply divided between the Peronists and the anti-Peronists. And who on Argentina: | am absolutely loving life.
my bus might have been touched by the loss of a family member that
became one of the many “disappeareds” during the military rule of the
197057

Patty Ingwersen writes from Obera,
Argenting; she was sponsored hy
Kennebunk,

My year in Buenos Aires was an intense learning experience that broke the
walls of the classroom and let learning spill out into every waking moment.
It was a year in which the most ordinary of things could be cause for
reflection, and where even a few minutes on a crowded bus seemed like
time well spent. I would like to extend a very heartfelt thank you to the
Rotary Foundation, for this most rich and rewarding opportunity. I hope
that while in Argentina [ was successful in returning the kindness that was
heaped upon me by friends, colleagues and Rotarians. And [ hope that I can
return the favor to the Rotary Foundation by continuing to spread the
international goodwill that will hopefully make this world seem a little bit
smaller and a little bit kinder. Thank you, Rotary.

Rotary International o
- Convention '
2 Buenos Aires

. June 4-7
s Come See For Yourself

l"z, What Barnaby and Patty =
2 are Experiencing!
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DG-Elect Elias

Although P.E.T.S. is over for another year, let me
re-cap the weekend. In a nutshell, District 7780
has the most enthusiastic, responsive and
READY Incoming Club presidents of any other
District in the northeast. From the time they all
arrived on Thursday, until they left on Saturday,
this team of incoming presidents showed they
are a cohesive group, ready to hit the ground
running on July 19, In addition, the six ADGs set
a wonderful exampla for their peers - always ready to lend a helping hand
to me, to the incoming presidents, and to anyone else who needed their
help. Early on Friday and Saturday mornings, nine or ten eager presidents-
elect from our District were in the hotel lobby waiting to go for our brisk
morning walk, again setting the example of spirit and willingness for the
rest of the folks at PE.T.5.

“The District Assembly - ROTARY UNIVERSITY - 2000, was the best
ever!” This is the kind of comment we continually heard from those
attending. We tried some new things - new location, new day of the week,
new format. The overwhelming success needs to be credited not only to
the co-chairs, Sally Pachulski and John Stirling, but moreover to the Club
presidents and incoming presidents who generated interest and
enthusiasm for their fellow Club members to attend. Thanks for making
this a huge success! If you have helpful comments for how to improve the
Assembly for next year, please let me know.

ROTARY TAKES A SWING AT HOMELESSNESS. ..

On Sunday, August 13*, District 7780 will enjoy a wondertul day with the
Portland Sea Dogs. We are pleased to announce that the Sea Dogs have
agreed to split the profits from the ticket sales. In the meanwhile, we are
also looking for corporate sponsors, so that we might achieve our goal of
$50,000 net profit for that one day. Whatever amount is raised, we will
divide it among several projects that will benefit homeless people
throughout the District. We need your help to make this a success.
Contact your Presidents-elect for details.

We have a wonderful year ahead and are looking forward to serving
District 7780. However, before July 1#, we all have a great deal to do to
help District Governor Mike reach his goals. Let's all join together in
Acting with Consistency, Credibility and Continuity as we Create

Awareness and Take Action!
¢

Last month we printed a story about saving your change for the Rotary
Foundation and what a large difference even a small amount can make to
someone in need. PDG Dick Drukker has identified the “anonymous” author
for us as C. Jean McMullan, a Methodist minister and Rotarian from Wallkill,
N.|. Belated thanks to Ms. McMullan for her contribution.

Credit Where Credit is Due . . .

REMINDER:Nominations for District Governor for 2002-2003
are due to DG Mike McGovern by June 30, 2000
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Linda Kay Brown

RPO. Box 367
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Home (207) 459-7035
Work (207) 324-0130
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132 Drinkwater Road
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Home (207) 846-6526
Work (800) 451-0369
Fax (207) 774-9684
peteryar@aocl.com

Mary Larnard

34 Powow Street
Amesbury, MA 01913
Home (978) 388-1905
Work (2978) 465-4440
Fax (378) 465-2198
larnard@seacoast.com

Gaylene McHale

2 Hennessey Avenue
Brunswick, ME 04011
Home (207) 729-1598
Work (207) 442-1680

Fax (207) 442-1685
gaylene. mchale@biw.com

Jack Schraeter

376 Cape Road
Standish, ME 04084
Home (207) 642-4446
Work (207) 47 1-9500
Fax (207) 642-3323
Essex@Graduate.org
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MARCH ATTENDANCE

CurmentT ¥YTD  FounDATION CurRenT YTD Founpation

Arrenoavce  Mewmgers CHANGE — GivikGg* Arrenoance  Memeers  CHance Guane®
Batw 65.7 48 6  36.07 Osunaurr N/R 34 -8 14.29
Barv Suneise 82.0 s -3 21.21 Oxrorp HitLs 82.0 61 +1 33.33
BemmeL N/R 35 +5 2857 Porrianp | 702 197 +1 55.67
BinoeroRD-SACO N/R 64 0 8077 Portsmourti / 73.1 254 +2 38.95
Boomeay Hassor 76.0 53 +2 © 200.00 Portsmouri Sunmise 82.0 30 +2 34.48
Brinsron-Lake Region 67.6 21 -5 0.00 RocHESTER 70.0 75 +2 37.50
BRunswick 84.5 119 -5 57.97 RumroRD 79.2 38 -1 29.73
Baunswick Coastar 58.5 16 +1- 103.13 Saco Bay 89.3 67 -2 38.97
Casco Bay Sunrise MN/R 30 +2 74.29 SanvForD-Seamciate 78.0 61 +3 2.05
Damamscorra-NewecastLE T0.5 48 +4 23.51 SCARBOROUGH 76.0 28 +3 26.15
Dover 713 78 0 0.00 Seasroor-H. FacLs . 57.5 20 +2 50.00
DurHAM-GrEAT Bay 79.8 56 +3 12.96 SOMERSWORTH 80.8 24 +6 40.91
Exeren 781 43 -4 45.45 SoutH Beawick N/R 43 42 63.46
FREEPORT B1.0 34 +6 2.83 So. Pno-Cape Eviz. B5.8 51 +9 339.36
Fryeeure AREA 62.0 27 -1 52.59 WELLs 83.0 49 -2 20.41
Hamreron 774 61 +4 20.18 Wesrarook-Goriam 68,2 43 +1 25.60
KENNERLINK 74.5 87 -6 44.01 Winoran 1.0 38 +9 0.00
Kennesunk PosTsioe 85.0 39 -2 4.73 Yarmours 75.0 38 -2 43.68
Kirreny 74.0 26 +2 -350.00 Yok N/R 65 +7 0.00
NewsuryeoaT 82.0 74 +3 0.99
*FPer carma As oF Marcy 31, 2000 N/R= Mo rePoRT

Michael K. MeGovern

Governor, District 7780
High View Road LS. POSTAGE %
Cape Elizabeth, ME 04107 & N2 i

Marie Williams

Past District Governor
PO Box 142

Kittery Point, ME 03905




