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Wow! Whata won-
derful year this has
been. As I sat at the
International Con-
vention, listening
to the amount of
money that Rotary
has raised for Polio
my heart was filled
with emotion for all my clubs back

home. Our total as an organization
was over $88,000,000 with over
$330,000 coming from the clubs in
our district. Rotary International
would be only words, if it wasn't for
all ur}'::-u.

Each club in our district has its own
personality and each operates in their
own way to help the people of the
community and the world but the end
result is the same. The projects to raise
the pledge money for polio were fir-
ted to your areas and were mind bog-
gling. It was hard work, but so much
fun was had doing them that made it
worthwhile. Glad and 1 enjoyed join-
ing in everyone that we were able to
actend.

As our year comes to a close, T just
want to thank each of you for your
support through our the year of “Sow
the Seeds of Love.”
We have mert so
many wonderful
people who will

always hold a special place in our
hearts.

No good byes, I will just say God Bless
each of you unril we meet again be-
cause | know our paths will cross and
after all - friends are forever. So as |
pass the gavel over to Trish remember
we have sown the seeds of love and
now we need to Lend a Hand ro keep
moving forward to help the people of

the world less fortunate then we are. 1
know that everyone will give Trish the
support and energy that you have
given [o me.

Please always remember we are family
and I care about and love all of you.

God bless,

I'm




It's Been a Great Year Tim & Glad!




A New Paul Harris Fellow

Barbara Pillsbury, longtime educator and retiring Superintendent of MSAD #71, was named a
Paul Harris Fellow during a breakfast meeting of the Kennebunk Portside Rotary Club on May 13.

The award was presented by club member and fellow educator Joan Cowgill, along with Susan
Gesing, Club President, Caroline Lambert, President-Elect, and Alan Shepard, Chairman of the
SAD 71 Board of Directors. The surprise presentation was made in the midst of a talk in which
Pillsbury recounted her experiences during 41 years in education and the sweeping changes in
our schools over the years. “Barbara fits the ideals of Rotary - ‘Service Above Self, and we honor

her for significant contributions to this community,” said Sue Gesing.

First Lady's Corner

At our camp on
Worthly Pond in
western Maine, we
have come to look
forward in anticipa-

rion for “our Loons”
that greer us each
spring and fill our
summers watching
them “sail” on by each day, fishing and
warching us humans and our curious
ways, In the fall we feel the sadness as
they practice for the flight south, Butr we
know that they will come back ro us again
fﬂr 4 New 5e3ason amj 4 new Iiﬁ: LTC].C.

In the early morning and late evenings
we listen to their calls back and forch
around the pond. Depending on moods
they can be lonely or eerie sounds for hu-
mans. For Tim and me it is a call that
signals that all is right in our litde world.

As you may know loons are faichful for
life, therefore Tim chose it as the symbaol
for his year as District Governor. It is his
faith that Rotarians will continue their
good work in community and che world.,
And his faich chac Friendships will go on
forever and those friends will separate, but
like seasons will return again and again.

This is the last column of our year and
what a year it has been. Some days fun
and others not so good. | have poked fun
at Rotary and Rotarians, but in reality |
wouldn’t have you any other way. Well
maybe sometimes.

You have gone above and beyond the call
of dur}r for Tim in his year 4s governor
and we appreciate everything you have
done, Because of you he has looked good
and has succeeded in our polio goals;
membership is holding its own; and now
vou are working on the annual giving goal.

Mo small task this year.

Thank you all for accepring me into your
clubs and into your lives. I hope to con-
tinue the friendships that we have made
and perhaps take part in the fun times in
your club acrivities in the coming years.

Love to all,
Glad




Ode to Kennebunk Portside Rotary 2002-2003

This Rotary year is nearly done, it cannot be denied
And as I've pondered what we've done, 1 feel a sense of pride.

We worked to “sow the seeds of love” ar home and overseas.

Recounting our accomplishments, remember some of these?

We paid to train peer helper kids: and mentored at the Y,
We helped redo some shelter rooms (and hung a plaque nearby).

We nurtured our Priscilla as she built her English skill
We raised eight grand for Polio with coin-jar-ratding Bill.

We granted funds to teachers to enhance their students’ knowledge.
We awarded two new scholarships to help to pay for college.

We had two grear performances with kids at Mildred Day
To teach abour careers and in a job hunt — what to say.

We hosted Friends Forever and helped Berri’s flight ger paid
For Rotaplast where, in Cebu, she found young friends to aid.

The Russians came in for two weeks, both to study and have fun.
We spoke in Russian, made new friends — enjoyed them, every one.

We sailed ducks on the river and displayed them in Dock Square.
We jnined the Chamber of Commerce to let pcuplt: know we'ne there.

We promoted visibilicy, made the papers quite a lot.
We took phoros, made display boards — much publicity we gor.

We sold a lot of duckies, 'til our goal we did exceed
Then help a winter raffle to help out some folks in need.

We're gearing up for golf now and we hope to raise a lot
To fill the Portside cofters for the projects that we've gor.

We recorded our meetings, made reports and used Clubmate.
We kept working our our budget and paid bills — but never late.

We've all worked hard, we've all had fun. It is the Rotary way.
Bur there is something special "hout #his team I'd like to say:

You truly care abour this club and all the work we do.
The spirit of Rotary’s in your hearts, your efforts show it's true.

So take this token from the year, a symbol that we care,
As we “lend a hand” with [::a.m]]m for the work that will be there.

Susan Gesing
President 2002-2003
Rotary Club of Kennebunk Portside



Helping Children Worlds Away

FROM: The Exeter News-Letter
Friday, June 13, 2003

By Nate Evans
nevans{®seacoastonling.com

EXETER - About 20 students from the
Exeter Regional High School changed a
child’s life Wednesday.

The Exeter High Schoal Interact Club
donated $400 - the cost of one plastic
surgery to correct the facial deformities
cleft palate and cleft lip - to Rotaplast, a
Rotary Club effort to treat children barn

with deforminies.

People affected by severe cases of cleft
palate or cleft lip often can't talk or eat
properly.

A cleft palate is a split berween the soft
palate and the hard palate on the roof of
the mouth, basically meaning there-is a
hole in the roof of the mouth.

A cleft lip is a split berween two sides of a
lip, sometimes so severe that the separa-
tion can go from the gums up into the
nose.

From Exeter President
Bob Mitchell:

“I had the truly great pleasure of being
the ‘Official Representative’ to accept a
$400.00 check this morning from our
Interact Club. This donation is intended
for Rotaplast.

“The kids were really pumped and proud
to be able to make this contribution.
Our club member - Bruce McEldowney
- donated an ‘extra copy of the ‘Rotaplast
Book.” As I lefi, a group of at least a
half-dozen of the Interact kids were gath-
ered around as they paged through the
book and got a little better idea of what
life is like for these less fortunate then

they are themselves.”

Both are birth defects that can be treared
with relatively minor surgery, providing
doctors are available,

That is where Rotaplast comes in.

Rotaplast, which was started in 1991 with
a medical trip to Santiago, Chile, has
treated thousands of children for the fa-
cial deformiries.

According to Robert Mitchell, the presi-
dent of the Exeter Rotary Club, a team
of plastic surgeons travel to South
America every year with funding raised
by Rotaplast to treat children born with
the birth defect.

Micchell and Ann Burke, the Rotary
Club’s liaison to Inreract who artends all
of the meerings, praised Interact’s gener-
osity, saying that they changed a life for
the better with their donation.

“As adults, we have a rendency to not
think teo highly of youths involvement
in the communiry,” Mitchell said. “This
shows us that, given the opportuniry,
youths will get involved. 1¢'s our respon-
sibility to extend to them the opportu-

nity to get involved.”

The Interact Club is a Hutn.ry—spunsurrd
club of high school students who seek to
be productive, helpful people bur also

IEE.EI.EI'S ﬂf l'hE cammunir}:’.

The Interact Club had a busy day
Wednesday, as they were also charged with
giving orientation fours fo next year’s in-
coming freshmen.

“I joined to give back to the community,
so | had a feeling of connection to the
community,” said Meredith Tinkham, the
president of the Exeter High School In-
teract Club.




Polio Eradication Roundup

The May 31st Polio Eradication figures
were reported in June by World Head-
quarters and in Brisbane art the Interna-
tional Convention and, once again, Dis-
trict 7780 led Zone 31 (15 Rorary dis-
tricts making up all of New England and
parts of New York State). As of May 31,
2003, clubs and individual Rotarians in
District 7780 had contributed in CASH
to polio eradication, so far during the
Rotary year, atoral of $302,773.77, plus
an additional $4,117.00 in recorded un-
fulfilled pledges.

After May 31, 2003, clubs had forwarded
through me an additonal $28,000.00,
making total cash contributions which 1
can document as of June 30, 2003, of
$339,733.55. Since the commitments of
the 40 clubs totalled $335,340.00, Dis-
trict 7780 has far exceeded its three year
commitment in just the first year of the
campaign. Every dub in the district can
be proud of that accomplishment.

On May 31, 2003, this diserict was the
only district in Zone 31 to reach total cash
contributions of $300,000.00 or more,
In fact, the next highest district had
reached only $228,132.35, and that was
one of the wcalth}r Connecticut districts.
One district in the Zone had harcl_',r
reached $20,000.00.

In addition to leading Zone 31, the
Rotarians of this district have raised more
money this year for polio eradication than
all the Rotary clubs in many countries.
For example, District 7780 clubs contrib-
uted more money than the clubs in Ar-
gentina/Uruguay/Paraguay combined,
than the clubs in ChilefBolivia, than the

clubs in all of Cenrtral America, than the
clubs in all of the Mediterranean region,
than the clubs in all of Spain/Pormgal,
than the clubs in all of Peru/Ecuador, than
the clubs in Sweden, and than the dubs
in all of Venezuela/Columbia.

There is still some work to do, however, to
complete our commitment. So far, twenty-
seven clubs in the district have fulfilled
their promise. Several other clubs are very
close and with just alittle effort, those clubs
can fulfill their commirtments early in the
new Rotary year. | hope every club will be
able to fulfill its commitment before the
Districe Conference in Montreal so that
-EJ[ EE'L'I.IJ’S - L'E.CI'I -E.I'l'l:l. L"l'\Cr:]-" one - can L:fl—
ebrate with District 7930 the fact that we
kept our promise to the children of the
world - that each and every club has ful-
filled its commitment. Since Trish has ap-
puinred me as the District Polio Eradica-
tion Fund Raising Chair for the 2003-
2004 year, | will be around to remind dubs
just how licde they have left to raise to ful-

fill every promise,

My personal thanks to everyone who has
supported the polio eradication fund rais-
ing effort in District 7780. I am proud
of each of you. | am proud to be a
Rotarian.

Dan Mooers, PRID

Contributions 1985-2001

Total = US $1.870 hillion

UMNICEF

Canada
European Union _
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Germany _
UN Foundation
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Bill and Melinda
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Japan
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Australia
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Waorld Bank IDA
Credit 10
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Rotary is the largest nongovernmental financial contributor to the global
polio eradication effort. By 2005, Rotary's financial commitment will

exceed half a billion dollars.



From the Editor

This issue of the Loon is the last of the
Rotary year 2002-2003. It is, as all such
things are, bittersweet. I will miss the pic-
tures and articles I've gotten from you,
miss your comments and questions, miss
the opportunities for exploring what we
as Rotarians do and are. It has 1o be said
though, that I'll not miss the late nights,
the weekends in front of the computer,
and the panic when promised pictures and
arricles didn't arrive on time.

It is my very great pleasure to be a Rotarian,
and 1 hope I've managed to convey some
of this glee, this passion, to you. Rotary
and Rotarians are everywhere, and involved
in s0 many projects that it’s staggering to
contemplate them all. Just the sums of
money raised are overwhelming: $88 mil-
lion for polio - more than $390,000 from
this districc ALONE! We didn't just bear
Tim’s goal - we skunked it!

Then throw in the time and effort in-
volved - for each project, on each com-
mittee, in fitting in one more meeting or
one more fund-raiser or one more talk
with a child. Awesome! And none of it
for ourselves. All of it in the pursuit of
service for others. "Service Above Self”
Cerrainly this is not a completely altruis-
tic venture, Every one of you knows, or
has experienced. the satisfaction of giv-
ing and doing for others. Indeed, I'm hard
pressed to say that | could carry on with-
out that satisfaction. | frequendy think
that | get more than I give.

There are many things to remember as a

Rotarian: the four-way test, the object of
Rotary, the four avenues of service, the
declararion of vocations and integrity, ser-
vice above self. All of these things make
us what we are, and allow us to continue

on, serving others. Remember thar ser-
vice also includes your fellow Rotarians -
in your cub and your district, serving
your families and your friends, your cus-
tomers and clients, and serving yourself.

Last week we started a new year, with a
new Rotary Internadonal president and
motto, a new and dynamic district gov-
ernor and, as always, new needs in our
communities and our world. I wish you
a wonderful year of challenge and explo-
ration and of friends old and new.

My own thanks go out to PDG Tim and
Gladys Placey for all they have given me,
for their support and love, and for their

dedicared and unremitting work in our
Rorary world.

Yours in Rotary,

Liz

Bath 2002-2003




Australia and New Zealand




Vocational Service

District Vocational Service Chair Liz
Cullen (Newburyport) writes to tell us
about one of the many vocational service
projects in the district in the last year. The
Rotary Club of Exeter two years ago
joined with the Exeter Kiwanis Club to
select and reward a Citizen of the Year.
Mae Bradshaw, Exeter’s vocational chair,
said in her project outine:

“The nomination forms were pub-
lished in the Chamber newsletter and
distributed through civic organiza-
tions. The panel selected the Cirizen
for each of the past two years. An
awards program including the pre-
sentation of proclamations, and a
Paul Harris Award for each recipient,
was held at the Exeter Inn. Our sec-
ond annual event...was actended by
over 85 people. The press was very
kind to write substantial arricles
abour the event and the recipient.”

Bradshaw goes onto say that the results
of the project have been “grcat COMUTL-
nity outpouring of recognition for the

recipients and their embodiment of the
principles of the four-way test.”

Among other vocational projects were
Fryeburg’s mentoring and job shadowing
effort with local high school students;
Kennebunk's Halloween Haunted House,
which gives a free alternative to families
for Halloween celebrations and gives high
school youths a positive opportunity. The
kids get to rransform a donated barn into

N Y

“a scary maze!” It's reported that 300-400

people go through the barn each year. The
Rotary Club of Bridgton-Lake Region has
a number of projects going at once. They
give book awards to high school gradu-
ates, they do career development and
mentoring with high school students, and
they support RYLA by sending students
to the program each year. They also honor
a High School Citizen of the Month, giv-
ing savings bonds as the reward.



Hampton 2002-2003

South Portland-Cape :
Elizabeth 2002-2003




Scarborough 2002-2003




Youth Exchange 2002-2003
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