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It's February, Punxsutawney Phil has predicted an
early spring, snow continues to fall and children in
our communities enjoy winter activities. And the first
polio-paralyzed child in the world has been reported
for 2011.

This new polio case is a reminder that we have
almost reached our goal but we still have much to
do. We must all do our part to create a world free
from polio.

Why all the fuss about our polio program this year?
Because polio eradication remains Rotary's main
corporate program, because we have worked
tirelessly for 26 years and are fast approaching our
goal and because we are making history in the world
of health initiatives. There is a more personal
reason. If you have ever traveled to a developing
country and seen the polio crawlers left begging in
the streets, shared their agony as you watch them
meander through the crowds, you would understand
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why we must stop this dreaded crippler.

Perhaps you will better understand my passion
through this story.

A young boy spotted a farmer nailing up a sign,
"Puppies for Sale", on his fencepost. The boy
stopped to ask the farmer how much did the puppies
cost. The Farmer replied, "Son, these puppies are
special and they cost a lot of money; you could not
afford my puppies.” Digging deep into his pocket the
young boy pulled out 39 cents and asked, "How
much to take a look?" Laughing the farmer whistled
and from a doghouse at the top of the hill came the
puppies' mother followed by 4 balls of fur.
Excitement filled the child's face as the puppies
jumped around him, when suddenly he glanced back
up the hill to see yet a fifth ball of fur coming towards
him. The pup was obviously having difficulty and
could not catch up. "l want that one," cried the boy.
"You don't want this puppy", the Farmer replied. "He
has a crippled leg and will never be able to run and
play with you, as a puppy should.” At that moment
the boy bent over and pulled up his pants leg
revealing a heavy metal brace attached to his shoe.
"You see sir, | don't run too well myself. This pup will
need someone who understands.” With tears in his
eyes, the Farmer scooped up the lame pup and
placed him in the boy's arms. "How much, Sir?"
"Nothing" replied the Farmer. "There is no price for
love."

Thank you for the love you share with others. Thank
you for creating opportunities through your
Foundation giving. Billions will be saved when we
eradicate polio. We have a moral obligation to not let
the poliovirus win. Celebrate the safety our children
enjoy as we reach out to help children everywhere.
We are making history, faster than you think,
creating a legacy for future generations.

Ride for the brand, tell our story. Be proud to be a
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