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Happy September! This month we acknowledge Basic 
Education and Literacy , one of the Rotary 
Foundation’s Areas of Focus.   On Rotary.org  it 
explains, “ Basic Education and literacy are essential 
for reducing poverty, improving health,  encouraging 
community and economic development , promoting 
peace.” 

In District 7120 students head back to school, but in a 
new challenging way.  Students are now being taught 
both in person and virtually.  While we are no longer 
able to work directly in the schools, such as handing 
out dictionaries to 3rd graders in person, we need to 
stay connected and seek opportunities to meet the 
challenges affecting our children and schools.  

This is the time that a light is shown on Literacy and 
education as well as  how Rotarians can support it with 
service projects and fundraising . Rotarians generously 
support literacy and education by actively raising 
money for scholarships, spearheading backpack and 
educational supplies projects, coordinating book 
donations and creating  little free libraries,  among 
other projects.   

This month the Rotary District Literacy Committee is 
hosting their annual Literacy Seminar.  This year the 
Seminar will be presented virtually on Zoom.  The 

Seminiar theme is entitled, “ Literacy Opens Opportunities. 
How will your club?”  The Literacy Seminar is scheduled for 
Saturday, September 26 from 10:00 AM-12:00 PM. Upon 
registration,  participants will receive a Zoom invitation 
(more details will be sent soon.) I encourage you to attend 
the 2020 District Literacy Seminar and share your ideas on 
the topic.  I hope to see you there! 

On  another subject pertaining to Education,  Rotary 
International and Toastmasters International  are, 
according to the joint announcement ,“teaming up 
to  strengthen their member skills and broaden their 
opportunities. The Toastmaster-Rotary Alliance will 
leverage the strength of both organization to help 
members personally and professionally.” 

Recently, I was on a Zoom call with fellow District 
Governors and representatives from Toastmasters as well 
as our RI regional membership representative Diana 
Edwards.  We discussed how the organizations can work 
together. There may even be an opportunity to create 
clubs of Rotarians and Toastmaster members.  You can go 
to www.toastmasters.org/Rotary to learn more about the 
Rotary-Toastmasters Alliance . You can also type in where 
you live to find nearby Toastmasters clubs.  Like many 
Rotary clubs, Toastmaster clubs have been meeting 
virtually.  

(Continued on page 2) 

Ken and Linda Kohl  

http://www.toastmasters.org/Rotary
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Complete List Is 

On Page 44 

Rotary Archive 

1912 

 
First districts (then called divisions) are established,  
8 in U.S.A., 2 in Canada, one in Britain and Ireland.  

 
By year's end there were 54 Clubs  

Please contact me if you are interested in discussing the 
partnership  between Rotary and Toastmasters at the 
local level. In particular, if anyone in the District belongs 
to both a Rotary Club and a Toastmaster Club ( I know 
you are out there), I would like to meet and hear your 
thoughts on possible collaboration.  

Until next month- 

Yours in Rotary, 

DG  Linda Kohl 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Rotary: Open for Business? 

Many Rotary clubs are transitioning from pandemic Zoom to recovery “in person,” or at least hybrid, 
meetings.  Questions remain.  What is safe?  What is responsible?  What is fair to all concerned? 

Who among us Rotarians would want to be responsible for transmitting CoVid-19 to another 
person?  Imagine the consequences if a Rotary meeting or event proved to be the epicenter of disease 
transmission in a community. 

Heed the warnings!  Don’t defy the health advisories!  Those over 65 years old and those with diabetes, 
obesity, respiratory disease, and immune conditions are at increased risk.  Masks and hand sanitizer work. 

MASKS should cover both your mouth and your nose completely and fit snugly enough over your nose, 
around your cheeks, and under your chin so that the front of the mask sucks in toward you when you 
inhale.  Adjust your mask before the meeting and then leave it alone!  If you are not comfortable with this, if 
you feel claustrophobic, if you have that “I can’t breathe” feeling with a mask on, then stay home and practice 
with it on!  You will adapt.  If your mask keeps slipping out of position, you’ve got the wrong mask.  Do not 
remove your mask when speaking.  Just project your voice more loudly.  Do not remove your masks for 
pictures.  Smile with your eyes! 

HAND SANITIZER should be readily available at any meeting.  Use it before and after touching any 
common use items at a meeting: tabletops, laptops, keyboards, hand-held microphones, podiums, money, and 
ticket stubs.  These fomites can carry infectious particles for a short period of time.  Resist touching your 
face. 

MICROPHONES on a stand are better than the hand-held versions.  Project your voice loudly and keep the 
microphone from contacting your mask. 

SOCIAL DISTANCE of at least 6 feet radius is important, excepting your family.  Your family is your 
household.  Your third cousin, once removed, is not family; nor is your daughter-in-law or your nephew, 
unless you live in the same household. 

Stay safe, Rotarians.  Live to serve another day! 

Dave Hannan 

IPDG, District 7120 

August 8, 2020    
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      THE LITERACY BUG INVITES YOU!! 

  

       The 2020 District 7120 Literacy Seminar will be held September 26, 2020 

           The theme:   Literacy Opens Opportunities!!  How will your club?? 
 

The seminar will be presented by Zoom and you will need to register in advance to 
attend so you can get your access info for the Zoom site.  Registration information is 
below. 
 
 

The session will be from 10:00am -12:00pm. It will include 2 speakers and a question & answer session. 
 

 The District 7120 Literacy Committee presents Fairport Rotarians Becky Wilson and Cindy Hunt to share their experiences with a 
literacy program called “Learning Links of Fairport” 

 It is a tutoring and mentoring program that goes beyond just reading and writing. They are involved in a literacy program that 
services over 98 students at the Pines of Perinton, a low-income, government-subsidized housing development. A majority of the 
students are refugees from different cultures and religions around the world – those who need literacy the most! 

Registration: Contact Pam Dean 315-597-2242 and leave a message and your contact 
information or by email mesunshine1@msn.com WE need your contact info to send you the 
Zoom access info. 
 

 REMEMBER: The Zoom link information will be sent out at a later date so please include 
your email or other contact information with registration. 
 
(Submitted by Pam Dean) 

                                                             

What is the Rotary Foundation’s Endowment Fund? 

Gifts to the Rotary Foundation’s Endowment Fund ensure that future Rotarians will have the resources they need to 
design and implement sustainable projects year after year.  Donations to the Endowment Fund can be made as an 
outright gift or a planned gift, such as a bequest in your estate plan.  As of the 2018-2019 year, Rotary’s Endowment 
totals $374.5 million, with $828.9 million in commitments. 

Contributions to this fund are invested for the future.  Only earnings on investments are used to support Rotary 
programs so that your generosity goes on to do good in the world in perpetuity. 

What is YOUR Rotary legacy?  Our Endowment Fund committee can help you make your lasting impact and we are just 
a phone call away!   (Submitted by PDG Jeff Krans) 

Beth Cross, 585-737-0579   Jeff Krans, 315-536-7180 

Nancy Loughlin, 607-425-4530   Chuck Turner, 585-271-8597 

Peter Winnett, 607-936-3720 
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Calling NEW Club Secretaries… A Training presented for you!!! 

Are you new or somewhat new in your position as Club Secretary? Are their duties of  yours 
that are not quite clear to you?  

This training is for you! 

You have been a Club Secretary for a while but could use a refresher course.  

Then you are invited. 

What? Learn how to add your new member, remove a member from your roster, or update 
member data; etc. 

When? Tuesday, September 22, 2020 

12:00 – 1:00 PM 

How? Via Zoom 

Interested? Please email PDG/DT Norma at madayag.reillyn@frontier.com or leave a phone 
message at 585-425-4812 by September 12, 2020. 

 

NOTE:   Email Karen, District Executive Secretary  
( karenparkhur@gmail.com) 

or email/call PDG Norma by September 14th  to receive the Zoom  invite.  

mailto:karenparkhur@gmail.com
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ROTARY INTERNATIONAL NEWS  —1 September 2020 

What it’s like to survive through two pandemics 

By Paul EnglemanIllustrations by Fien Jorissen 

Sixty-five years ago, in 1955, I was diagnosed with polio. I was two years old, so I was unaware 
of what it meant to have been infected with the poliovirus, but I became more aware of it in 
subtle ways as I got older. And at some point, I understood what my mother meant when she 
said I was “one of the lucky ones.” 

My mother came from Jersey City, New Jersey, and she sounded like it all her life, aided and 
abetted by a daily regimen of unfiltered Kool cigarettes. She drove a supply truck as a civilian 
during World War II and delighted in telling a tale about a GI who tried to “get fresh” with her 
when she gave him a lift back to the base. When she told him she was married and her husband 
was deployed overseas, he said, “Baby, what’re you saving it for — the worms?” 

She stopped the truck and told him, “Ride in back, buster!” I have no doubt that she used an 
expletive, although she never employed one in the retelling, Jersey accent notwithstanding. But 
she still thought “saving it for the worms” was the funniest line she had ever heard. She was a 
woman who could take things in stride, the quintessential “tough cookie.” 

But there was one recollection that could unravel my mother like no other — the one that 
involved her youngest son being diagnosed with polio and the palpable fear that stalked parents 
across the country during the summers of the early 1950s. She could not stop her voice from 
cracking when she spoke about that time. That, along with her warnings about staying out of 
“polio puddles” after it rained, shaped my awareness of how frightening the epidemic had been. 

Among my childhood memories, getting the oral polio vaccine is as vivid as the classroom 
drills that taught us to seek safety under our desks in case of a nuclear attack. While I can now 
joke about how sturdy school desks must have been back then, there’s no amusement in my 
recollection of lining up outside the local firehouse for the Sabin sugar cube — that was serious, 
important business. I knew it then, and I know it now. 

My appreciation for having survived polio faded away over time, but returned in force about 12 
years ago when I began writing for Rotary magazine. I had assumed polio had 
been eradicated — or, more accurately, I didn’t think about it. I have since had the opportunity 
to get to know, and be awed by, some of the Rotarian volunteers who are working to achieve 
that goal.   
Complete story available at: https://www.rotary.org/en/what-its-like-to-survive-through-two-
pandemics  
 
Graphic for above story is on next page 

https://www.endpolio.org/what-is-polio
https://www.historyofvaccines.org/content/blog/polio-and-swimming-pools-historical-connections
https://www.history.com/news/duck-cover-drills-cold-war-arms-race
https://www.history.com/news/duck-cover-drills-cold-war-arms-race
https://www.sciencehistory.org/historical-profile/jonas-salk-and-albert-bruce-sabin
https://my.rotary.org/en/news-media/magazines/rotary
https://www.endpolio.org/
https://www.rotary.org/en/what-its-like-to-survive-through-two-pandemics
https://www.rotary.org/en/what-its-like-to-survive-through-two-pandemics
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Jennifer E. Jones makes history, becomes first woman named 

Rotary president-nominee 
 

By Ryan Hyland 

Jennifer E. Jones, a member of the Rotary Club of Windsor-
Roseland, Ontario, Canada, has been nominated to become 
Rotary International’s president for 2022-23, a 
groundbreaking selection that will make her the first woman 
to hold that office in the organization’s 115-year history. 

Jones will officially become president-nominee on       1 
October if no other candidates challenge her. 

Jones says she sees Rotary’s Action Plan as a catalyst for 
increasing Rotary’s impact. 

“As we reflect upon our new strategic priorities, we could have never envisioned that our ability 
to adapt would become our North Star during what is inarguably the most profound time in 
recent history,” Jones said in her vision statement. “Silver linings rise out of the most 
challenging circumstances. Using metric-driven goals, I will harness this historic landscape to 
innovate, educate, and communicate opportunities that reflect today’s reality.” 

As the first woman to be nominated to be president, Jones understands how important it is to 
follow through on Rotary’s Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) Statement. “I believe that 
diversity, equity, and inclusion … begins at the top and for us to realize growth in female 
membership and members under the age of forty — these demographics need to see their own 
reflection in leadership,” Jones said. “I will champion double-digit growth in both categories 
while never losing sight of our entire family.” 
 
Complete story at 
https://www.rotary.org/en/jennifer-e-jones-makes-history-becomes-first-woman-named-rotary-president-nominee  

ROTARY INTERNATIONAL NEWS — 12 August 2020 

https://www.rotary.org/en/jennifer-e-jones-makes-history-becomes-first-woman-named-rotary-president-nominee
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Perry Rotary Club 
 

Levi Hauser, Perry Rotary Club’s youth exchange student abroad the past year, presented a traditional flag to the Perry organization 
from its counterpart in Japan. Levi addressed the local Rotarians on Thurs., Sept. 3, 2020 at their socially-distanced meeting in the 
Village Park. 

 
“I had a wonderful experience,” he said, though admitted to brief 
moments of homesickness. The son of Meghan and Rick Hauser 
is the second family member to study in Japan. Meghan was an 
exchange student there during high school, too.  
Levi found the culture surprisingly similar to the U.S.  His 
homes—he had 4 host families—were 90 minutes west of Tokyo. 
He was struck by the numerous old temples and shrines 
everywhere amid modern buildings in compact cities. He was 
accepted by most school peers though not all. He said youth don’t 
hold the nuclear bombings of Nagasaki and Hiroshima during 
World War II against Americans but older generations could be so 
inclined. Family meals consisted of rice and bone-in fish mostly, a 
taste for the latter he would develop in time. They ate at chair 
height tables and on the floor at low tables.   
The nation had one of its warmest winters and least amount of 
snow. In late February, the first positive case of novel coronavirus 
occurred. Numbers rose but no one worried, said Levi. But the 
prime minister closed schools. Only 3 exchange students 
remained in the school, the rest returned to their homelands. Levi 
was still there when schools reopened June 1 with all wearing 
masks. Upon entering school, students remove their shoes and 
don slippers. Teachers move from classroom to classroom rather 
than students and there are ten minutes between those classes. For 
fifteen minutes after school, students are required to clean. Levi 
joined a drum club, the only freshman among seniors in it, 

allowed because he was an exchange student.  
He attended weekly Rotary meetings as well as pre-trip gatherings stateside where he befriended other Americans heading 

abroad. Levi began studying the language well before traveling to Japan and hopes to continue becoming proficient. One outdoor 
excursion had him climb an 8,865-ft. mountain.  He earned his Japanese diploma and a certificate of attendance. 

Levi was back in the States on July 9. As for four boxes of stuff he shipped home via boat four months ago? Not here yet.   
“I will never forget things I learned and the strong bonds I developed,” said Levi before thanking Perry Rotary Club for sponsoring 
his exchange experience. 

 

New Member 
 

  Perry Rotary Club welcomed Nancy Fitch of Shearman Road, Perry, to its 

ranks. She is pictured beside her husband, Jeff, who joined Perry Rotary in 

1987. During his tenure as its president, he started the club's dictionary 

project that delivers special edition dictionaries to third grade students in area 

schools.  A newy-retired Letchworth Central teacher, Nancy is a champion of 

literacy. To commemorate her joining Rotary, the Fitches are  donating the 

costs of this year's dictionaries. In the club and greater community, Nancy's 

selfless support of Jeff's life and Rotary service has earned his devotion and a 

nickname-- "Mrs. Lucky."  The Fitches are the third husband-wife team to be 

in Perry's club.  

 
 
(Submitted by Lorraine Sturm) 

Perry Rotary Club President Kim Brown-Webster accepts 
a club flag from Youth Exchange Student Levi Hauser of 
Perry, who recently returned from a year studying in 
Japan. 
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Penfield Club 
  
Penfield Rotary club receives a Literacy Award 

from AG JoAnn Terry with Nancy Aumann,  

Barbara Power, President and Mary Ann Mady 

 

  

Members of the Penfield Rotary Club assemble 

school supplies for an inner city school. 100 bags 

were filled with many items.   (Submitted by Mary 

Ann Mady) 

 
 
Pittsford Rotary Conducting Drives for Local Food Cupboard 
 
The Rotary Club of Pittsford is conducting a drive-thru packaged food collection to benefit the Pittsford Food Cupboard Oct. 3 from 
9 a.m. to noon at the Spiegel Pittsford Community Center parking lot, 35 Lincoln Ave. in Pittsford. Rotarians will be collecting 
canned and other packaged foods, rain or shine. The collectors will be taking precautionary measures such as wearing face coverings 
and gloves and maintaining safe distances.  
 
Additional drives are scheduled Nov. 7 and Dec. 5. The club conducted a successful drive for the cupboard in August. The Pittsford 
Food Cupboard is among many organizations benefiting from Pittsford Rotary's mission of service.   
 
(Submitted by David Irwin) 
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GENEVA ROTARY CLUB AWARDS $8,895 IN GRANTS 
TO TEN LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS FOR PROJECTS 

 
The Rotary club annually awards grants, but this year was especially challenging because the club was unable to hold its 
annual Service Above Self fund-raising dinner due to the COVID-19 pandemic. President Dave Cook said the club decid-
ed to go ahead with the grant program even though less money was available because there are so many deserving 
projects in the community. 
The organizations receiving grants and their projects are: 

• Geneva Community Lunch Program, meal program, $1,000; 

• Jim Dooley Center for Childhood Learning, playground equipment, $1,000; 

• Geneva Reads, healthy readers project, $1,000; 

• Smith Center for the Performing Arts, Covid cleaning equipment, $1,000; 

• St. Peter’s Community Arts Academy, tuition assistance, $1,000; 

• Thrive to Survive, support for adults with cancer, $1,000;  

• Geneva Public Library, internet access kits, $945; 

• Geneva Center of Concern, freezer, $800; 

• Geneva Historical Society, history programs, $700; and 

• BluePrint Geneva, bicycle project, $450 

Cook explained that generous donors to the fund-raising dinner, even though it did not take place, let the club 
keep the money for the grant program. The donors are: Bank of the Finger Lakes; Bella’s Sicilian Ristorante; Brenda & 
Dave Ricky Foundation; Finger Lakes Federal Credit Union; Finger Lakes Partners; Generations Bank; Halco; Hobart 
and William Smith Colleges; and Littlejohn & Barbi Orthodontics 

(Submitted by Phil Beckley) 

The Jim Dooley Center for Childhood Learning at 

Geneva General Hospital was awarded a $1,000 Rotary 

grant for its upcoming outdoor playground project. 

When Dr. Patricia Garcia (back to camera), new 
superintendent of schools in Geneva, attended a Geneva 
Rotary meeting soon after she came on board, she was able to 
meet Geneva Rotarian Paul Kirsch, retired superintendent of 
schools in Geneva. Dr. Kirsch attended the meeting by Zoom. 
Rotarian Carol Chester holds the phone.  
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Perry Rotary — August 13 
 
Our first meeting together after zooming for several months. About 40 of our 60 members attended our meeting at the Village Park 
with our new President Kim Brown Webster.   (Submitted by Daryl Heiby) 
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Perry Rotary Awards  

Paul Harris Fellow 
 

Newest PHF from Perry Rotary is Supt 

of Schools Daryl McLaughlin. Presenting 

the award is Dr. Bill Stavisky and Eric 

Parker.  

 

His leadership during the Covid 19 crisis 

and partnership with Rotary has been 

remarkable has been remarkable   

 
 (Submitted by Daryl Heiby) 

 
Read Around Perry (RAP ) at the framers market on Saturday am . 

Perry Rotary promoting literacy.  (Submitted by Daryl Heiby) 
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BATH ROTARY CLUB OFFICERS ANNOUNCED FOR 2020 – 2021 
 

The Bath Rotary Club currently includes 33 active members and 3 honorary members, all of whom would be 
considered proven leaders in their profession.  Bath Rotarians, like all District 7120 Rotarians, are involved in 
a wide variety of local, regional, and international service projects and activities.  Members personally 
benefit from the friendships, professional networking opportunities, and leadership skills that are integral to 
Rotary membership. 
The dedicated members of the 2020 – 2021 Board of Directors for the local club are: Jessica Thomas, 
President; Jane Russell, Past President; Nancy Latour, Secretary; Cheryl Muller, Treasurer/Vocational Service 
Director/Interact Advisor; Bill White, Club Service Director/Membership Co-Chair/Sergeant-at-Arms; Robin 
Lattimer, Community Service Director; Michael Slovak, International Service Director; Amanda Chafee, New 
Generations Co-Director/Youth Exchange Co-Chair; Tess McKinley, New Generations Co-Director/Youth 
Exchange Co-Chair/Newsletter Editor; Willie Bilancio, Foundation Chair; Elaine Tears, Public Relations Chair; 
Vicki Anderson, Membership Co-Chair; Terry Bilancio, Program Chair; Angela Mattoon, Webmaster; John 
Gould, Member-at-Large. 
Seven of the local Rotarians also serve on the Bath Rotary Student Fund, Inc. which sponsors scholarships 
and student loans to area high school seniors as part of its continuing commitment to help students further 
their education.  Seniors from Avoca Central School, Bath-Haverling Central School, Bradford Central School, 
Campbell-Savona Central School, Hammondsport Central School, and Prattsburgh Central School are eligible 
for the scholarships and loans.  The Board of Directors for this branch of the club includes: Nancy Latour, 
Chair; Elaine Tears, Secretary; Jane Russell, Treasurer. 
The club also includes a Bath Rotary Foundation Board for which Amanda Chafee serves as Chair and Cheryl 
Muller serves as Treasurer.   
The Bath Rotary Club, chartered in 1923, will celebrate its 100th anniversary in 2023.  It meets every Thursday 
at noon.  Anyone wishing information about the Bath Rotary Club can read more about the club on its 
website, www.bathnyrotary.org, and/or contact Jessica Thomas, President, at jess542002@yahoo.com.  
(Submitted by Elaine Tears) 

Newark Rotary Club 
New Member 

 

Who is that masked man? Why, he is Chuck Waterman, who 

recently became a member of the Newark club. Chuck is an 

undertaker, with funeral homes in Newark and Manchester, N.Y. 

and is eager to participate in community projects in Newark. 

 

Photo: New Rotarian Chuck Waterman is shown here with 

Newark Rotary membership chair, Melissa Corriea.   

 

 (Submitted by John Zornow) 

http://www.bathnyrotary.org
mailto:jess542002@yahoo.com
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Rush-Henrietta Rotary 

 

Cathy Frank and Lee Loomis from the Rush Henrietta Rotary were at 

Camp- Haccamo doing some weeding and trimming to spruce up the 

garden. 

 

(Submitted by Steve Synesael) 
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Canandaigua Rotary Club Teams Up for Camp 

 

At a recent golf outing some of the Canandaigua Rotary Club members and friends teamed up to raise money for Camp 

Onseyawa. The Camp is run for two weeks, except this year, on Seneca Lake and is for individuals with physical 

challenges. There are usually around 90 to 100 campers that attend at no charge. The Camp is a joint project by the 

Rotary Clubs in Ontario, Seneca, Yates, and Wayne counties. Pictured are some of the Canandaigua Club members 

and friends.  (Submitted by Jack Kellogg) 

Elmira Heights Rotary 
 
Pictured left to right: DG Linda Kohl, Usha Shah, PDG 

Mahendra Shah and RI Foundation Chair Tom Rogers 

 

At the Elmira Heights Rotary Club on July 9, 2020 PDG 

Mahendra and Usha Shah were presented a Crystal Award 

for becoming Major Donors to the Rotary Foundation. The 

award was presented by PDG and District Rotary 

Foundation Chair Tom Rogers and DG Linda Kohl.  

(Submitted by Jan Brewer) 
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Geneseo Rotary Presents Ray Sherman Community Service Award 

August 24th presentation of Geneseo Rotary’s Ray Sherman Community Service Award to 
Geoff Clough in recognition of his 20 years of sharing the gift of music with some 500 area 
youngsters at his Keyboard Kamp.  
 
Pictured are, l to r, Margie Wallin, PP Art Hatton, and PP Carol Carey, members of the Ray 
Sherman Award Committee; recipient Geoff Clough, and Club President Don Livingston.    
Article by PP Art Hatton, photo by PP John Lanpher, submitted by Marilyn Lyon 

TAKE NOTICE;  Effective August 31, Geneseo Rotary will be meeting Mondays for lunch 
at the Valley Oak Event Center, 4242 Lakeville Road, Geneseo 
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Rochester Deaf Rotary Club’s Clear-Sight Windowed 
Face Mask Sale are Smiles for Everyone! 
 
Rochester Deaf Rotary is selling clear-sight windowed cloth face masks at the Rochester Public Market on Saturdays. These are 
perfect not only for Deaf people who rely on facial expressions, and lip-reading, but others, including children, who feel more 
comfortable when faces are visible. They are also beneficial in the community, such as nursing homes, salons, medical centers, 

schools, etc. Come visit us at the 
Rochester Public Market, to buy your 
masks, and support our projects! 
 
Article, Flyer and Photos submitted by 
Bob Green (Rochester Deaf Rotary Club) 
Article written by Michele Randall 
(Rochester Deaf Rotary Club) 
 
Left photo: Robert Tawney, RDR Club, 
Michael Kelly, RRRS and David Gratzer, 
RDR Club at the Rochester Public Market 
Sale 
 
 
Photo below: RDR’s Club Flyers 
promoting the sale of the face masks for 
everyone 
 
(Submitted by Bob Green) 

Photo below: Clear-Sight Window Face Masks, 
Regular Face Masks and Defoggers 
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Canandaigua Rotary Inducts New Member 
 

At a recent meeting of the 
Canandaigua Rotary Club 
Jessica Foster was inducted. 
She graduated from Victor 
Schools, then went on to study 
law, and became a paralegal. 
She now has three children with 
her high school sweetheart. 
Jessica has been in the 
insurance business for eighteen 
years, and now owns the Foster/
Wheeler Insurance Company. 
 

Pictured left to right are Marty 
Muehe sponsor, Jessica Foster, 
and Club President Lynn 
Holcomb.   
(Submitted by Jack Kellogg) 

 

Canandaigua Rotary Club Donates to the Spot 
 

 

The Spot is a resource room at each 

Canandaigua Academy building where 

students can acquire free school supplies 

such as shoes, clothing and food. These 

are offered to any student in grades K 

through 12. Rotarians Karen Sprentall 

and Jodi Kaufman secured a Rotary 

District 7120 grant for The Spot to be 

used for a washer and dryer which will 

be used by volunteers for the donated 

clothing. Rotary members can apply to 

Rotary International with the hope of 

getting matching funds. The total 

monies raised were $3500. Additional 

information about The Spot can be 

found on their website: https://thespotcanandaigua.org/  

(Submitted by Jack Kellogg)                                 Pictured are Karen Sprentall and Joid Kaufman: 

https://thespotcanandaigua.org/
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Honeoye Lake Rotary Passes The Gavel/New Member 

 July 30th was a busy night for the 
HLRC as we finished the final phase 
of our Pass the Gavel process and 
welcomed a new member to our 
club.  Our ‘co-president’ team of 
Sandy and Gary Hubble switched 
roles as Sandy stepped down from 
her role as president and passed 
the gavel to Gary.  Gary accepted 
the gavel then graciously gave 
Sandy her plaque officially 
thanking her for her hard work as 
president for the 2019-2020 
Rotary year.  

 

 

 

 

 

Bill Stremovigth was also welcomed 
as our newest member.  Rotarian 
Callie Rabe is his sponsor and took 
pride in inducting Bill.  Bill is excited 
to join the HLRC and is already 
planning on his participation in our 
club service projects and the fun and 
fellowship of our meetings.  It will be 
our honor to involve Bill in all we do 
and make sure he is well informed 
about the club, the district and RI.   

(Submitted by Jeanne Hamele) 
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Honeoye Lake Rotary’s ANNUAL TREASURE BOX CAMPAIGN 2020 

 

On August 10th, the Honeoye 
Lake Rotary Club dropped off 
40 “Treasure Boxes” to the 
district office at Honeoye 
Central Elementary 
School.    These plastic shoe 
boxes filled with school 
supplies and accompanied by 
five pocket folders, a spiral 
notebook and a composition 
notebook will be distributed to 
the lucky students who will 
enjoy their contents.   

 

 

 

In addition to these being distributed 
here at HCS, one of our members who 
lives in Florida, put together 10 boxes 
and donated them to the Leesburg , FL 
Boys and Girls Club.  Those recipients 
were very excited to have supplies for 
their school year beginning. 

Each year we take advantage of back 
to school sales to put these boxes 
together – crayons, markers, index 
cards, pencils, colored pencils, rulers, 
highlighters, sharpeners, scissors, 
erasers, pens, pencil boxes, folders, 
notebooks, glue and glue sticks are 
among the items included.  It is hoped 
that by providing these items we will 
take some of the burden off a few 
families and give students supplies to 

have at home so assigned tasks can be easily worked on there.  

Thanks to all our club members who shopped and put these boxes together so students can get the new school year 
off to a good start.   (Submitted by Jeanne Hamele) 
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Newark Rotary Adapts 
By John Zornow 
 
With several months of "Zoom" meetings under their belt, the Newark Rotary Club has taken the step of holding the more 
traditional noon meetings at the Alex Eligh Community Center. With "Zoom" meetings still an option, members were happy to get 
back to some kind of normal. The etup at the community center has worked well in satisfying social 
distance requirements.  
 
No meals are offered during the noon meeting, but 
box lunches can be purchased to take back to the office or whatever. 

Newark Rotary Club 
Not your usual summer but the decision was made to hold the annual Newark club picnic recently. Once again Fred and Trudy 
Hicks offered their beautiful rural site and the old saying "rain by seven, quits by eleven" prevailed. Everyone brought their own 
food and masks, and it sure was great to be able to get together.  (Submitted by John Zornow) 
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Rotary and Chamber of Commerce present OptiPro Systems as Ontario Business of the Year 

 

On Wednesday, September 2, 2020, the Ontario Chamber of Commerce and Ontario-Walworth Rotary Club 
presented their annual, co-sponsored Business of the Year Award to OptiPro Systems, 6368 Dean Parkway, 
Ontario, NY.   
 

The award is based on community involvement; business methods; and customer service and satisfaction. 
Susan Salvaggio, Ontario-Walworth Rotary President presented a plaque and Donna Burolla, President of 
the Ontario Chamber presented Mike Bechtold, President of OptiPro Systems, with a letter of 
congratulations and an award graphic.  Note included photos. 
 

OptiPro has been in operation since 1982 and through innovation and adaptability in developing 
manufacturing solutions has managed to grow and expand to remain as a world-leader in the precision 
optics field, ceramics, and metal working.   OptiPro has developed and supported partnerships with 
Rochester universities and colleges in addition to the U.S. Navy, U.S. Army and NASA. OptiPro works with 
additional customers throughout USA plus Germany and Japan.   
 

Continued dedication to growth within the Ontario community is evident by recent expansion of 15,000 
square feet to provide for a Mastercam training area. Because OptiPro deals with medical, military, and 
space projects the business is considered “essential” and is able to remain open, with guidelines, during the 
Covid-19 pandemic. OptiPro now has over 100 employees in Ontario, NY. (Submitted by Carl  Grovanz) 
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News from Roc City Rotary 
 

The Rundown on August 2020 

Volunteering with Flower 
City Pickers – August 8, 
2020 

Roc City Rotary spent a 
sunny Saturday morning 
volunteering with Flower 
City Habitat for Humanity, 
preventing good food from 
ending up in a landfill.  
 

How to build a website 
seminar – August 10, 2020 

One of our members, Jeff 
Fabiny, a senior web 
developer at Perspective 
Partners, for a Website 
seminar. Jeff shared how to 
buy domain names, pick 
website builders, and more. 
 

Volunteering with Flower City Habitat for Humanity – August 15, 2020 

Roc City Rotary spent a sunny Saturday morning volunteering with Flower City Habitat for Humanity. Our job of the day – digging 
and paving a driveway for a family in need.  
 

American Red Cross Blood Drive with Alliance Advisory Group – August 19, 2020 

Just after our August club meeting, one of members, Frank Randall hosted a blood drive in conjunction with his company, Alliance 
Advisory Group. With all social distancing safety measures in place we had a great turn out of 30 donors. 
 

Volunteering with Rotary Sunshine Campus – August 22, 2020 

On another beautiful August Saturday morning we headed out to Rush and help our friends at the Rotary Sunshine Campus. We 
missed getting to see the campers, due to the pandemic, but had a great time clearing out some overgrown areas 
 

Happy Hour at West Wind Farms + Blue Barn Cidery – August 30,2020 

After a packed month of serving Rochester, we got together for a little bit of fun. Members and their guests picked apples at West 
Wind Farms and then had a few drinks at Blue Barn Cidery.   
 

Upcoming Events: September 2020 
 

September Virtual Club Meeting – September 15, 2020 @ 6-7pm  
Register and learn more: https://bit.ly/2Z3burS 
 

Business and Baking: Starting Your Own Small Business – October 7 @ 7-8pm 

Register and learn more: https://bit.ly/2GMhGOM 
 

October Virtual Club Meeting – October 10, 2020 @ 6-7pm  
Register and learn more: https://bit.ly/2FlOyxb 
 

Thank you for your support! Don’t forget to keep an eye on our website: roccityrotary.org  

(Submitted by Phil Sennett) 

https://bit.ly/2Z3burS
https://bit.ly/2GMhGOM
https://bit.ly/2FlOyxb
https://www.roccityrotary.org/
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Spencerport Rotary 
 
The 37th Annual 

Spencerport Rotary Golf Tournament took place on Wednesday, 
September 2nd with golfers enjoying the Salmon Creek Country 
Club throughout the day. The event was a scramble format with 
lunch and dinner, along with many door prizes. 
  
Tracy Rubrecht, the daughter of long time Rotarian Sandy 
McLellan, was one of our major sponsors. The tournament 
honored Sandy, who passed away earlier this year. 
  
The winning team, pictured here, consisted of Jake Conklin, 
Gene Nardi, Craig MacKay and Thomas Dangler. 
(Submitted by Colleen Farley) 

 
The Spencerport Rotary Club has announced a new meeting location, due to the Covid pandemic. The new location 
will allow the club members to more easily adhere to safe distancing practices. Meeting date will remain on Monday, 
with meeting beginning at 6:00 p.m. 
  
The new location information is: 
Spencerport Fire Exempt 
75 S Union St, Spencerport, NY 14559 
  
The building has a beautiful location, directly on the canal, not far from the bridge in the village. However, with the 
bridge being closed until at least December, one entrance to the parking lot is closed. For specific directions on how to 
find us, please call Colleen at 585-489-0333 or email colleen1031@yahoo.com. 

mailto:colleen1031@yahoo.com


 

28 

 

 September 
2020 

Page  28 

BATH ROTARY CLUB HONORS PAUL HARRIS FELLOW RECIPIENTS 
Written by Elaine Tears 

 

At the Bath Rotary Club’s Changeover Celebration, held via Zoom on 
June 23

rd
, Jane Russell, 2019 – 2020 Bath Rotary Club President, 

presented Paul Harris Fellow awards to nine first-time 
recipients.  Those receiving the Paul Harris Fellow certificate, pin, and 
medallion were: Amanda Chafee; Joe Latham; Angela Mattoon; Tess 
McKinley; Cheryl Muller; Heather Schneider; EmyLou Snyder; Jessica 
Thomas; Jack Wheeler. 

Amanda Chafee 

Joe Latham Angela Mattoon Tess McKinley 

Jack Wheeler EmyLou Snyder Cheryl Muller 



 

29 

 

 September 
2020 

Page  29 

Corning Rotarians Volunteer with Salvation Army’s Shepherd’s Table 

 

Members of the Rotary Club of Corning continue to 
serve the critical needs of our local community 
during the pandemic, as evidenced by the Club’s 
recent partnership with the Salvation Army for its 
“Shepherd’s Table” community service event. 
 

On Sunday, August 30, a group of Rotarians and 
family members prepared and packed a total of 55 
meals for community members suffering from food 
insecurity. The theme of the event was “summer 
grilling,” and each meal pack consisted of a 
hamburger, hot dog, piece of fruit, bag of chips, and 
cookies. 
 

The food was prepared and donated by Rotarians 
Yumiko Akiba, Stacy Ward, Theresa Rossettie, 
Wendy Winnett, Francis LaLomia, Jan Harvey, Rick 
Davis, and Russ Miller (on behalf of Corning Natural 
Gas). The packers included: Sue and Bill Boland, 
Ernie Danforth, Yumiko Akiba, Stacy and Sofia 
Ward, and Theresa Rossettie. 

 

Corning Rotary is thankful to be able to continue its long tradition of providing Service Above Self to 
members of the community in the greater Corning area, especially during these trying times. To learn more 
about the Rotary Club of Corning and view the meeting schedule, visit: https://portal.clubrunner.ca/7812/.  
(Submitted by Ted Goldwyn) 
 

https://portal.clubrunner.ca/7812/
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Naples Rotary Club Notes 

July-August 2020 (submitted by Sherry Brahm-French) 

Naples Rotary resumed in-person, socially distant meetings in July at The Redwood thereby allowing approximately 20 members 
to meet in person while others can catch the meeting via Facebook Live. The club maintained an active meeting schedule via Zoom 
& Facebook Live from March thru June, but it was nice to meet in person safely after such a long hiatus. Our club has kept health 
and safety as a top priority, and with limited capacity at the restaurant, reservations are now required for our meetings along with 
temperature checks and a few other precautionary steps that have been adopted as we cope with the changes of 2020.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Over the last four years, the Naples Rotary Walk of Life has raised over $65,000 to support the Hospeace House and the Margery 
Coughlin Pawluk Cancer Patient Needs Fund. The project has always had several different events, and this year we implemented a 
slightly different format by putting the auction online along with Cock-a-Doodle Poo, and the closing ceremony. We still managed 
to get members of the community together safely on various days for many socially distant events: Desserts & Songwriters, Fun 
Run & Walk, Putt for Life, Disc Golf tournament, Pulled Pork BBQ, and a Dog Parade. Attendees were both thankful and generous 
with their support at all these events which ran from mid-July to early August. 

Rotary Camp ONSEYAWA has always been important to our club, and this year we fielded two foursomes on 8/4 for the Camp O 
Golf Tournament which ultimately helped make the "virtual" Camp O experience a success for 35 "campers". August is typically a 
month where our club members bring in school supplies for youngsters in need, but this year we adapted to the winds of change 
by collecting monetary donations and dispatched a couple of Rotarians to purchase the needed items. The Naples Community 
Calendar is fund raising tradition that is well underway, and the team running this are on pace to have a banner year. It is a win-
win for advertisers and those who wish to keep track of special friend and family occasions. The Lucky Ducky Derby which got 
postponed in May will be held on October 10th when we let loose hundreds of rubber duckies into the Naples Creek, and in less 
time than it takes to run the Kentucky Derby, the luckiest of ducks will cross the finish line ahead of the rest.  

Many of our activities and projects look different this year, and with our largest fundraiser, the Naples Grape Festival, cancelled 
this year due to the pandemic, the club formed a fund raising committee which has several fun events looming on the horizon. 

President Matt Frahm welcomed the following programs… 

8/3 - We recognized what an important resource the Open Closet/Open Pantry is. June Noland, manager shared about what the 
community needs are. 

8/10 - Justin Cogswell from Operation Build Up shared that what that they are about, Vets helping Vets. They help these heroes 
during their most needy times. 

8/17 - Sebastian Maroundit from Building Minds in South Sudan shared what incredible work is being done in different corners of 
the world. Our club has supported their efforts for several years and he showed us the numerous examples of their fine work. 

8/24 - Jodi and Mark Caruso from Naples’ Newest Niche, Caruso’s Café! They explained how and why they decided to open a café 
during the pandemic. 

8/30 – We welcomed three new members, Tony & Holly Deusenberry, and Rose Hogan. They shared a bit about themselves and 
what made them want to become Rotarians. 
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Fairport   Rotary   
   

Passing   of   Dick   Hendee    
 
Fairport   Rotary   is   saddened   by   the   passing   of   Dick   Hendee,   a   member    
since   1973.   Dick   served   as   Past   President,   Board   Member   multiple    
terms,   Finance   Director   of   the   LPGA   Golf   tournament   from   early   days    
as   Sara   Coventry   to   the   last   year   of   operations,   and   multiple   years   in   the    
food   booth   at   Rotary   Antique   Show   and   Sale.   He   was   a   Paul   Harris    
Fellow,   friend   and   supporter   of   all   Rotary   events.   Our   presence   at   his    
memorial   meant   a   great   deal   to   his   wife   Marion,   kids   Christine,   Doug,    
Tricia   and   Andrew,   grandchildren   and   great   grandchildren.      
 
 

 
 

Fairport   Rotary   Kicks   Off   Project   Funded   by   District   Simplified   Grant    
 

Back   before   COVID-19,   Fairport   Rotary   Club   was   visited   by   Sister   Grace   Miller,   founder,   and   leader   of   the   House   of   Mercy,   and  
 often   called   “Rochester’s   Mother   Theresa.”    
 

For   some   35   years,   the   House   of   Mercy   has   provided   food,   shelter,   and   housing  
 for   Rochester’s    
homeless,   and   Sister   Grace’s   presentation   to   the    
Fairport   Club   resonated   with   everyone   present.   Now,    
the   Fairport   Club   is   taking   on   a   small   construction    
project   at   the   House   of   Mercy.   Funded   in   part   by   a    
District   Simplified   Grant,   the   project   involves   the    
“re-purposing”   of   a   portion   of   the   public   space   near    
the   building’s   reception   desk   to   create   telemedical    
workstations   that   will   allow   residents   to   have   live    
consultations   with   medical   personnel.    

 
While   planning   is   in   the   early   stages,   the   Fairport   Club   will   have   members   involved   in   some   of   the   demolition   and   construction  
 work   needed   to   complete   the   project.    
   

Fairport   Rotary   Mask   Fundraiser    
 
 
Diane   Ross   rejoined   Fairport   Rotary   in   August   and   graciously   donated   100   masks   to   the   club,  
 to   keep   our   Rotarians   and   their   friends   safe.   The   club   is   utilizing   them   as   a   fund   raiser   to   help  
 support   our   causes.   Masks   may   be   purchased   for   $10   each.   As   Becky   Wilson   noted,   “It   could  
 be   a   great   conversation   starter   wherever   you   go.”   We   hope   that   everyone   is   staying   healthy   and  
 safe.     (Submitted by Kareen V. Zeitounzian ) 
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Gates-Chili Rotary Club Receives Recognition 

 

Dallas Embling, club President receiving recognition’s from the Town of Gates  

Supervisor, Cosmo Giunta (left) and (right) Frank Allkofer, Monroe County 4
th
  

District Legislator for the numerous services providing the towns of Gates, Chili, 

and Churchville for the last 50 years. The club is celebrating it’s 50
th
  

anniversary.  

(Submitted by Ralph Squire)  
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DISTRICT CALENDAR CLUB EVENT SUBMISSION FORM 
There are two ways to get your club event onto the District Calendar.  

1) If your club is using Club Runner use this link:  
https://www.clubrunnersupport.com/article/1044-how-do-i-create-an-event-in-event-planner 
 for instruction on how to add your event. Be sure to click Yes on the ‘Show Event in District Calendar’ option.  
 
2) If your club does not use Club Runner, go to the District Home Page:  https://rotary7120.org/ 
 
 

And under Calendar, chose   
                                                                 Submit Event ( docx) 
Download the form, complete it and submit it to the District Calendar Coordinator.  

https://www.clubrunnersupport.com/article/1044-how-do-i-create-an-event-in-event-planner
https://rotary7120.org/
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 Click on the following link to order yours today!!! 
Click To Register 

https://www.crsadmin.com/EventPortal/Registrations/PublicFill/EventPublicFill.aspx?evtid=d8d5c8d7-cbc5-42c3-9609-54c20926223e
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Join us for our 2nd annual Sunshine Campus Trail Mix  

Run, walk, or roll to support 2,500 children and adults with disabilities who attend the fully accessible Sunshine 
Campus each summer.  

Due to COVID-19 we will be holding a virtual 1-mile walk. We have a lot of sponsorship opportunities as well.  

 

Visit www.sunshinecampus.org for more information 

http://www.sunshinecampus.org
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Marilyn Lyon - Newsletter Editor 
Geneseo, NY 14454 

 
Email - 7120news@rochester.rr.com 

 
The Grapevine deadline is the 10th of every month 

Marc Kreuser - Attendance 
Newark, NY 14513 
Tel: (315) 331-3662 

Email - marckreuser@gmail.com 

 

 
 

 September 2020 
 

September 11  District Golf  Tournament & Fellowship 
Event  Island Oaks Golf Course Lima Country Club 
 
September 26th District Literacy Seminar, Zoom 
Contact Pam Dean 

Upcoming DISTRICT Events 

 

Check the District Calendar 
for additions and changes 

September 26  Palmyra Macedon Rotary Rally and 
Chicken BBQ, Canandaigua Road, Macedon 
 
  October 2020 
 

October 2nd and 3rd  Geneseo Rotary Fall Plant Sale 
Anderson Roadside Stand, 2774 Main Street (Route 36)
York 10am to 4pm 
 
October 10  Geneseo Rotary Beef on Weck, Center 
Street (in front of Riviera Theatre) Geneseo.  Noon to 
3pm. $12, Pre-sale only.  Tickets available from any 
Geneseo Rotarian. 
 
October 11 Sunshine Camp Trail Mix Walk/Run or Roll 
(virtual) 
 
CANCELLED  October 24  Mt. Morris Rotary “Oldies But 
Goodies Dance” 
 

October 25 Fairport Rotary Make a Difference Day 
(MADD) Pasta Dinner – Sunday, October 25, 2020, The 
VFW, 300 Macedon Center Rd, Fairport, NY  14450, 
Time TBD 
for dinner is $25 

Upcoming CLUB Events 

  September  2020 
 
September 9  Bidding started.  Live webcast Sept. 23   
Rotary Benefit Auction 
 
September 12  Geneseo Rotary Community Bottle/Can 
Drive, 2-4 East South Street Complex, 10am to 2pm 
 
September 19 Honeoye Lake Rotary Craft Sale, Gazebo, 
Main Street, 9am to 3pm 
 
September 13  Pittsford Rotary Annual Golf Tournament 
Victor Hills Golf Club 
 
September 21 Fairport Rotary Club Annual Golf Outing 
and Steak Dinner – Monday, September 21, 2020, Eagle 
Vale and Perinton Park, tee time starting at noon and 
dinner at six, cost for golf is $40 and cost Fairport Rotary 
Club Annual Golf Outing and Steak Dinner – Monday, 
September 21, 2020, Eagle Vale and Perinton Park, tee 
time starting at noon and dinner at six, cost for golf is $40 
and cost for dinner is $25 
 
September 24  Dansville Rotary Chicken & Biscuit dinner, 
Union Hose Club, 66 Elizabeth Street, 5pm to 7pm,           
Take-Out only.    
 
 
 

mailto:hselleck@empacc.net
mailto:marckreuser@gmail.com
https://rotary7120.org/events/calendar/

