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Seasonôs Greetings from Jim & Nancy 

Heartfelt Wishes for the Holiday Season 
As the holiday season approaches, we extend our heartfelt wishes to you 
and your family for a joyful and Merry Christmas. May this festive time fill 
your home with happiness, warmth, and peace. 

As proud Rotarians, we cherish the spirit of fellowship that brings us         
together throughout our District. The camaraderie and dedication within 
your club are truly special. We are grateful for the opportunity to share 
meaningful moments with each other during this Christmas season. 

Whether itôs gathering for holiday celebrations or working side by side on    
service projects, your dedication and enthusiasm make a positive            
difference in your community. 

This time of year, is especially significant as we come together to support 
those in need through your clubôs service projects. Your generosity and      
commitment exemplify the true meaning of giving and uniting for good. 
Your contributions to the Rotary Foundation help to brighten many lives - at 
home, in ourselves, and in our communities 

Wishing you a season filled with joy, laughter, and the warmth of fellowship. 
May you enjoy the company of friends and loved ones, and may the spirit 
of Rotary continue to inspire us all. 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

Jim & Nancy 
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December Area of Focus 

Each December, Rotary International highlights its focus on      

Disease Prevention and Treatment, encouraging clubs to enhance 

their efforts locally and globally. 

Rotary works to improve health care access worldwide by          

organizing events such as health fairs, vaccination clinics, and 

supporting initiatives like End Polio Now, which has helped reduce 

global polio cases by 99.9%.  

During Our Foundation Brunch we recognized Clubs for their 2024-20250 End Polio Now            

Contribution of at least $1500 to Rotaryôs eradication efforts: 

¶ Avon Rotary 

¶ Geneva Rotary 

¶ Canandaigua Rotary 

¶ Greece Rotary 

¶ Corning Rotary 

¶ Newark Rotary 

¶ Dundee Rotary 

¶ Pittsford Rotary 

¶ Fairport Rotary 

¶ Waterloo Rotary 

¶ Geneseo Rotary 

Clubs are urged to identify local health issuesðlike diabetes or clean waterðand launch targeted 

projects that collectively make a worldwide difference. 

Rotary members support sustainable solutions, from medical outreach in remote villages to health 

education campaigns, always aiming to strengthen local capacity. 

December serves as an important reminder for Rotary clubs to take action. Through collaborative 

efforts at both the local and international levels, every initiative advances healthier communities and 

fosters enduring progress. 

Unite For Good/End Polio Now 

 

Yours in Rotary. 
Jim Crane 
District 7120 
Governor 2025-2026 
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?ŔƚƣƖŔĦƣШΤΝΞΜШEŰƻŔƖŸŰůĲŰƣШ ĦƣŔŸŰШ]ƖŸƨƓШŔŰƻŔƣĲƚШǃŸƨШƣŸШŢŸŔŰШƨƚШŉŸƖШċŰШШШШШШШШШШ
ĲǂĦŔƣŔŰŊШƓƖĲƚĲŰƣċƣŔŸŰШŉƖŸůШcƨŊŸШcŔŰƖŔĦőƚĲŰШ[ŸƨŰĬĲƖШŸŉШÂŸƚŔƣŔƻĲШÂŸũċƖШċŰĬШ
ÂƖĲƚŔĬĲŰƣШsĲŰŰŔŉĲƖШ7ŸŰŔũũċШÂc?ЮШыƓŸƚŔƣŔƻĲƓŸũċƖЮĦŸůь 

Hugo is the CEO and Founder of Positive Polar. Leveraging his substantial operational          

experience as an Ex-Frigate Captain with expertise in personnel command, security, logistics, 

and executive roles in air and naval divisions. With a proven track record as a Polar Helicopter 

Pilot and Sailor, Hugo excels in rescue, emergency situations and supporting directly science 

work on extreme environments. 

 

Jennifer Bonilla, PhD. ШJenn is the President of Positive Polar with extensive experience        
investing, developing and commercializing biotechnology products and services.  

 
 

?ƨƖŔŰŊШƣőŔƚШƓƖĲƚĲŰƣċƣŔŸŰЯШƣőĲǃШƽŔũũШƚőċƖĲШĦċƓƣŔƻċƣŔŰŊШƚƣŸƖŔĲƚШŉƖŸůШĲǂƓĲĬŔƣŔŸŰƚШŔŰШƓŸũċƖШƖĲŊŔŸŰƚЯШ
őŔŊőũŔŊőƣŔŰŊШƣőĲШĦőċũũĲŰŊĲƚШċŰĬШƣƖŔƨůƓőƚШŸŉШŸƓĲƖċƣŔŰŊШŔŰШƚŸůĲШŸŉШƣőĲШƽŸƖũĬќƚШůŸƚƣШƖĲůŸƣĲШШШШШШШШШШШШШШ

ĲŰƻŔƖŸŰůĲŰƣƚЮШ ƣƣĲŰĬĲĲƚШƽŔũũШŊċŔŰШŔŰƚŔŊőƣƚШŔŰƣŸШƣőĲШŔŰƣĲƖƚĲĦƣŔŸŰШŸŉШƚĦŔĲŰĦĲЯШĦŸŰƚĲƖƻċƣŔŸŰЯШċŰĬШШШШШ
ċĬƻĲŰƣƨƖĲЯШċŰĬШũĲċƖŰШőŸƽШÂŸƚŔƣŔƻĲШÂŸũċƖќƚШŔŰŰŸƻċƣŔƻĲШċƓƓƖŸċĦőĲƚШċƖĲШůċťŔŰŊШċШƣċŰŊŔĤũĲШĬŔǭĲƖĲŰĦĲШ

ŔŰШƽőċũĲШƖĲƚƣŸƖċƣŔŸŰШċŰĬШĲŰƻŔƖŸŰůĲŰƣċũШƚƣĲƽċƖĬƚőŔƓЮ 

Now they focus on developing sustainable expedition cruises worldwide, particularly in polar regions, to        

amplify oceanic food production and implement high-potential strategies for environmental impact mitigation or 

reversal. 

ìőĲŰаШÑƨĲƚĬċǃШsċŰƨċƖǃШΣШċƣШΤШÂ~ 

ìőĲƖĲаШüŸŸůШƓƖĲƚĲŰƣċƣŔŸŰ 

ÅĲŊŔƚƣĲƖаШÂũĲċƚĲШƚĲŰĬШċŰШĲůċŔũШƣŸШƖĤƖċŰĬƣΣΜΝѻŊůċŔũЮĦŸůШƣŸШƖĲĦĲŔƻĲШċШüŸŸůШŔŰƻŔƣĲ 

 

positivepolar.com
mailto:rbrandt601@gmail.com
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Service-Leadership-FUN 
Rotary District 7120 Interact News December 2025 

Wishing you the Happiest Holidays and Happy New Year! 

1. Start thinking about next year's elections for Interact Officers.  Please have your next Interact year's team   

transition with the current team of Officers and Committee Chairs  

2. Consider sending one of your next Interact years Officers to RYLA (Hopefully President-Elect) This will give 

them a great base to lead your Interact club in the next Rotary/Interact year.  Dates are July 12thï16th, 2026.    

Applications last year were due April 15th. Another reason to hold elections early.  More information soon at https://

rotary7120.org/sitepage/ryla-1/ryla    

3. Rechartering Active, Terminated Interact Clubs with RI / Updating Active Interact Club Avisors with RI 

and 7120 District Interact: Thank you for your progress in rechartering Active Interact Clubs that were Terminated 

by Rotary International for not updating their Interact Advisor yearly.   
 

a. If you need to recharter, use this online form for a quicker process. https://forms.office.com/pages/

responsepage.aspx?id=Q-C0Z_0K-0qLlL-WNwyOfwns9ja2i05EuzNcd9-

XjG5UM1pXVlo5MktIQlBPODVVUVk3UDg5UUwxNSQlQCN0PWcu&route=shorturl  

b. Then current Active Interact Clubs, please update your Interact Advisor yearly in July - September using 

this online form.  https://my.rotary.org/en/report-your-interact-club-advisor  14 Active Interact Clubs have yet to 

update their Interact Advisor.   

c. To check your Interact Clubs status (please check your existing Interact Club shows Active and if an      

Interact Advisor has been updated), please visit https://rotary7120.org/sitepage/interact  Scroll down to Files on 

the left-hand side and select 7120 Interact Club Status (You will need a ClubRunner login to view this page as 

it has Rotarians contact information).  

d. Please also send Advisor contact information to District 7120 Interact at  andreww.ashley@gmail.com This 

is so we can keep you informed of information about Interact and send updates from Rotary International. 
 

4. Interact Student/Advisor Learning Opportunities Rotary Learning Center: Service- Learning Manuals for 

Interactors and Advisors are available.  This gives Interactors a guide to learning about Service Projects and     

Service in their Communities and Worldwide.  Students16 and above and Non-Rotary Advisors can sign up for a 

My Rotary account (Information is not saved by RI after registration if they are under 18).  Once signed in, Advisors 

and Interactors can go to this link for online training and handbooks.   
 

a. For Students: https://learn.rotary.org/members/learn/courses/1306/youth-guide-to-service-learning/

lessons   

b. Advisors: https://learn.rotary.org/members/learn/courses/1304/getting-started-service-learning-for-advisers/

lessons  

c. Advisor Essentials Training Series https://learn.rotary.org/members/learn/learning-plans/659/interact-

adviser-essentials  

d. Interactors also have their own version of the Interact Handbook https://my.rotary.org/en/document/interact

-handbook-guide-for-interactors  

e. Advisors Handbook https://my.rotary.org/en/document/interact-handbook-guide-for-sponsor-clubs-and-

advisers  

Need Assistance: Please contact us with anything Interact:  Michelle Bailey michellebailey110@gmail.com or 

Drew Ashley andreww.ashley@gmail.com.  Please also see https://www.rotary.org/en/get-involved/interact-clubs/

details 

https://rotary7120.org/sitepage/ryla-1/ryla
https://rotary7120.org/sitepage/ryla-1/ryla
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=Q-C0Z_0K-0qLlL-WNwyOfwns9ja2i05EuzNcd9-XjG5UM1pXVlo5MktIQlBPODVVUVk3UDg5UUwxNSQlQCN0PWcu&route=shorturl
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=Q-C0Z_0K-0qLlL-WNwyOfwns9ja2i05EuzNcd9-XjG5UM1pXVlo5MktIQlBPODVVUVk3UDg5UUwxNSQlQCN0PWcu&route=shorturl
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=Q-C0Z_0K-0qLlL-WNwyOfwns9ja2i05EuzNcd9-XjG5UM1pXVlo5MktIQlBPODVVUVk3UDg5UUwxNSQlQCN0PWcu&route=shorturl
https://my.rotary.org/en/report-your-interact-club-advisor
https://rotary7120.org/sitepage/interact
mailto:andreww.ashley@gmail.com
https://learn.rotary.org/members/learn/courses/1306/youth-guide-to-service-learning/lessons
https://learn.rotary.org/members/learn/courses/1306/youth-guide-to-service-learning/lessons
https://learn.rotary.org/members/learn/courses/1304/getting-started-service-learning-for-advisers/lessons
https://learn.rotary.org/members/learn/courses/1304/getting-started-service-learning-for-advisers/lessons
https://learn.rotary.org/members/learn/learning-plans/659/interact-adviser-essentials
https://learn.rotary.org/members/learn/learning-plans/659/interact-adviser-essentials
https://my.rotary.org/en/document/interact-handbook-guide-for-interactors
https://my.rotary.org/en/document/interact-handbook-guide-for-interactors
https://my.rotary.org/en/document/interact-handbook-guide-for-sponsor-clubs-and-advisers
https://my.rotary.org/en/document/interact-handbook-guide-for-sponsor-clubs-and-advisers
mailto:michellebailey110@gmail.com
mailto:andreww.ashley@gmail.com
https://www.rotary.org/en/get-involved/interact-clubs/details?fbclid=IwY2xjawN5kLdleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFYclZ4MXo0eEI5enhLZWFHc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHv_QphY_o7wMhCzYxTwYJ3wGb7TxlAkCJYE9l_eE8iC4NANegYg0hszaO8N5_aem_LOq1Fo-ylhAHuaZFimcchA
https://www.rotary.org/en/get-involved/interact-clubs/details?fbclid=IwY2xjawN5kLdleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFYclZ4MXo0eEI5enhLZWFHc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHv_QphY_o7wMhCzYxTwYJ3wGb7TxlAkCJYE9l_eE8iC4NANegYg0hszaO8N5_aem_LOq1Fo-ylhAHuaZFimcchA
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https://www.rotary7120.org/sitepage/rotary-friendship-exchange
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Literacy Corner 

 

 
Rotary clubs showcase literacy at Christmas by distributing books to children, often as part of      

holiday events like "Children's Christmas Parties" or "Santa Clara Rotary's Christmas 4 Kids". 

These initiatives provide new books as gifts, stock community "Christmas Stores" with books, or 

fund school-based literacy programs to promote reading during the holidays.  

Ways Rotary supports literacy at Christmas 

¶ Gift Distribution: Rotary clubs often partner with local organizations or schools to give books 

directly to children during holiday events, such as a "Children's Christmas Party" where each 

child receives a book. 

¶ Community Events: Many clubs organize or participate in community-wide events that     

include a focus on literacy. For example, some clubs provide books for a "Christmas Store" 

that offers discounted toys and necessities. 

¶ School and Program Support: Clubs may also donate books to local schools or fund       

literacy materials for specific school programs during the Christmas season. 

¶ Seasonal Literacy Initiatives: Some clubs have specific Christmas-themed literacy projects. 

One example is the "Rotary Loves Readers!" program, which provides books for various     

holiday-related activities. 

¶ Partnering for Projects: Rotary clubs frequently collaborate with libraries, local businesses, 

and other community groups to acquire and distribute books for Christmas literacy projects.  

May you have joyous Holidays   and Happy New Year 2026  

from all of us on the District Literacy Committee.  

 

Submitted by Mary Merritt  
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Criteria for the 2025-2026 Literacy Recognition 
                    

 
 

Theme: Helping Adults to Teach Other Adults 
 

Must Complete 5 Different Projects to Qualify 
                                      
        

General Ideas and Suggestions: 
 
1.   Attend the Seminar in September 
2.   Show how your club observed Literacy Month in September; March is National Reading 
Month 
3.   Make Treasure Boxes, make a ñFree Little Libraryò 
4.   Place books in a Food Cupboard, Community Center, Laundramat or Homeless Shelter 
5.   Award Scholarships 
6.   Give large print books and/or activity books to Senior Centers or Nursing Homes 
7.   Give to Books of the World 
8.   Provide School Supplies, Books and Snacks (Back Pack Program) 
9.   Read to children at a school or library 
10. Consult best seller lists/NYT, Barnes & Noble, Washington Post, Book Page, etc. 
11. Any other projects or events that your club accomplished or participated in.  
 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

   bŀƳŜ ƻŦ /ƭǳō ψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ 

   /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǿκŜƳŀƛƭ ψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ  

   Form must be submitted by April 20, 2026.    

Send to: JoAnn Terry, 100 McAuley Drive, Apt. 150, Rochester. NY 14610, or  

email to JoAnn @ joannterry7@gmail.com  

   Please use the back of this form if you need more room 

 

mailto:joannterry7@gmail.com
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                          Strategic Planning Workshop 
  
The Rotary District 7120 Strategic Direction/Planning Committee assists and guides the development and  
updating of the strategic direction of the district and its Rotary clubs. 
  
Do you dream of your Rotary Club being known as the premier service organization in your community? 
Would you like to retain and attract more members to your Rotary club? You can achieve all this and more 
when you discover the value and importance of an effective Strategic Plan. These concepts have helped 
many clubs grow membership and become a sought-after leader in their community. 
  

Making a commitment to keep or regain vibrancy within your Rotary Club is the beginning of an attitude    
mind-shift that will allow your club to transform the results of its efforts from average to EXTRAORDINARY. 
  

A well-designed strategic plan allows the club to more effectively use its budget dollars, memberôs skills and 
community resources to make a positive difference locally and internationally. The process sets the stage for 
continued strategic visioning and organizational growth development. 
  
For more information or to schedule a workshop for your Rotary Club, contact é 
 

PDG Bill Gormont or PDG Scott MacDonell   
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Exciting News for Our District!  
Letôs Talk About the Future of Rotary ð and How We Can Bridge the Gap. 

I'm thrilled to share a powerful initiative thatôs close to my heart: 
New Generations Service Exchange (NGSE) ð a dynamic Rotary program that creates global                
opportunities for young adults ages 18ï30 through cultural exchange, professional development, and service. 

As the district liaison for NGSE ð and now the newly elected Director of North America (covering the USA, 
Canada, and Mexico) ð Iôve seen firsthand how this program transforms lives and strengthens Rotaryôs     
impact around the world 

NGSE isnôt a standalone program. Itôs a natural bridge between the youth services we already                     
offer ð Interact, RYLA, Youth Exchange ð and long-term engagement in Rotary. 

Too often, we lose touch with young people after high school. NGSE is our chance to keep them connected, 
engaged, and inspired during that critical 18ï30 age window. 

Iôve created a presentation that explains NGSE, shows how it connects to existing youth programs in our    
District, and outlines real ways it can grow both connections and membership. 

Iôd be honored to present this at your club ð to start the conversation, inspire new energy, and create        
opportunities for young leaders who are eager to serve. 

Letôs invest in the future of Rotary by nurturing those who already know our values and just need the right 
door to walk through. 

Julie Carney       

juliecarney7120@gmail.com   
     

https://www.ngse.net/ 

mailto:juliecarney7120@gmail.com
https://www.ngse.net/
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As this final month of 2025 is in full swing, it is time to begin thinking about 2026 and who your club 

will sponsor to attend the Rotary Youth Leadership Award camp, which is an intensive leadership 

experience. Students will develop skills as leaders while having fun and making connections. If your 

Rotary Club sponsors an Interact Club, reach out to the advisor to see who they might recommend. 

If your club does not sponsor an Interact Club, reach out to someone at the local high school to    

inquire about who they might recommend. We welcome any students currently in their sophomore or 

junior year.  

 

We are looking for students who would benefit from building communication and problem solving 

skills, discovering strategies for becoming a dynamic leader in their school or community, learning 

from community leaders, inspirational speakers and peer mentors, unlocking their potential to turn 

motivation into action and forming lasting friendships with other like-minded youth. Students will stay 

at the Finger Lakes Community College campus in Canandaigua, New York for the entire time (July 

12th-16th, 2026). Students will be housed in individual rooms and fed three meals a day. The cost is 

covered by the sponsoring Rotary Club, which is $750. Updated information is on our district      

website. 

https://rotary7120.org/sitepage/ryla-1 
 

Click for Application 
 Application and check should be sent from the sponsoring Rotary Club to me no later than May 

15th. My information is located on the application and below. Please contact me with any questions 

that you have. 

 
Thank you!  
Carrie Grove 
District 7120 RYLA Chair 
585-721-9950 
grovecar75@gmail.com 

https://rotary7120.org/sitepage/ryla-1
https://clubrunner.blob.core.windows.net/00000050098/en-ca/files/sitepage/ryla-1/ryla-application/Fillable-Application-2026-RYLA_District7120.pdf
mailto:grovecar75@gmail.com?subject=RYLA%202026
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District 7120 Club 
Bulletin/Newsletter 

Contest 
 
 
 
 

Club Bulletin Award Evaluation Criteria 
  
For the current Rotary year, clubs will select three (3) bulletins/newsletters, published in the 

time frame July 1 to January 31 of Rotary year. The reason that the whole Rotary year 

isnôt judged is to allow time for the submissions to be received by the judges, judged, and for 

the results to be sent to the Awards Committee for the awards to be made in time for the 

awards presentations at the District Conference.  

  
Entries are due on or before April 1, 2026.  To: Marilyn Lyon, 7120news@rochester.rr.com 
 
  
Each of the following categories will be rated on a 0 to 5 point basis unless otherwise noted.  
  
1.    Writing Style: creative, witty, informative, to and for the members. 

 

2.    Layout and Presentation: attractive, eye-catching openings, neat, easy to read format,  

and reader-friendly. 

 

3.    Graphics, photos, and color: use of these items to enhance the story or to illustrate. 

 

4.    Program Report:  Does your club have a weekly program/guest speaker? A report with 

or without a picture will be a bonus to your overall score for the competition.  

 

5.    Club News: Upcoming events, fundraisers, projects, results of events, attendance,    

make-ups, trips, special recognitionôs, etc. 

 

6.    Member Recognition: new member biography, accomplishments, fines.  

 

7.    District Information: Meetings, dinners, training sessions, visitations, programs,      

projects, accomplishments, and requests.  

 

8.    RI Information: Extracts from articles in the Rotarian magazine, ABCôs of Rotary, and 

similar sources. 

mailto:7120news@rochester.rr.com?subject=District%207120%20Nesletter%20Contest
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LbC9/¢Lh¦{ 5L{9!{9 ¦t5!¢9Υ 

/h±L5-мфΣ LbC[¦9b½!Σ w{±Σ ŀƴŘ th[Lh  
{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ млΣ нлнр 

t5D 5!±L5 I!bb!b 

LbC[¦9b½!Υ ¢ƘŜ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ {ǘŀǘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ IŜŀƭǘƘ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŀƎŜŘ с ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ƻǊ ƻƭŘŜǊ ƎŜǘ ŀ      
ǎŜŀǎƻƴŀƭ ƅǳ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŜΦ ό¢ƘŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴŀƭ ƛƴƅǳŜƴȊŀ ǾƛǊǳǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǳǎŜ ƛƴ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ с ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ƻƭŘΣ ōǳǘ 
ǘƘŜƛǊ Ǌƛǎƪ ƻŦ ƅǳ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴǎ ƛǎ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŀƎŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΦ ¢ƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊ 
ǘƘŀƴ с ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǎŜŀǎƻƴŀƭ ƛƴƅǳŜƴȊŀ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎŀǊŜƎƛǾŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ          
ǾŀŎŎƛƴŀǘŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǎŀƛŘ ŦƻǊ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘǎ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ŎƘǊƻƴƛŎ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƭǳƴƎ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ 
ŀǎǘƘƳŀ ƻǊ ŜƳǇƘȅǎŜƳŀΦ DŜǘ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƻǾŜŘ ƻƴŜǎΗ {ŜŜ Cƭǳ όLƴƅǳŜƴȊŀύ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ              
ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΦ 

/h±L5-мфΥ /h±L5-мф ǾŀŎŎƛƴŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǎŀŦŜ ŀƴŘ ŜũŜŎǝǾŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ Ƙŀǎ ƛǎǎǳŜŘ ŀƴ ŜȄŜŎǳǝǾŜ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ŀǎǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŜ 
ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΦ 9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƻǾŜǊ ŀƎŜ ср ŀƴŘ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ŎƘǊƻƴƛŎ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƎŜǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŜΦ hǘƘŜǊǎ Ƴŀȅ ōŜƴŜŬǘ 
ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ōȅ ǊŜŘǳŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ǌƛǎƪ ƻŦ ƛƭƭƴŜǎǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΦ {ŜŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ IƻŎƘǳƭ {ƛƎƴǎ 9ȄŜŎǳǝǾŜ hǊŘŜǊ 9ȄǇŀƴŘƛƴƎ 
!ŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ±ŀŎŎƛƴŜǎ !ƳƛŘ ¦ƴŎŜǊǘŀƛƴǘȅ ƛƴ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ μ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ YŀǘƘȅ IƻŎƘǳƭ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΦ 

w{± όw9{tLw!¢hw¸ {¸b/L¢L![ ±Lw¦{ύΥ w{± ƛǎ ŀ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ŎƻƴǘŀƎƛƻǳǎ ǾƛǊǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ŎŀǳǎŜǎ ƳƛƭŘΣ ŎƻƭŘ-ƭƛƪŜ ǎȅƳǇǘƻƳǎ ōǳǘ 
Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ ƛƴŦŀƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƻƭŘŜǊ ŀŘǳƭǘǎΦ Lƴ ŀŘǳƭǘǎ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴ ŎŀǳǎŜ ǇƴŜǳƳƻƴƛŀΣ ƛƴŦŜŎǝƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōǊƻƴŎƘƛƻƭŜǎ 
όōǊƻƴŎƘƛƻƭƛǝǎύΣ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴ ŜȄŀŎŜǊōŀǘŜ ǳƴŘŜǊƭȅƛƴƎ ŎƘǊƻƴƛŎ ƭǳƴƎ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜΦ w{± ±ŀŎŎƛƴŀǝƻƴ ƛǎ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀŘǳƭǘǎ ŀƎŜ сл 
ŀƴŘ ƻƭŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴǘ ǿƻƳŜƴΦ 9ŀŎƘ ȅŜŀǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{ΦΣ w{± ƭŜŀŘǎ ǘƻ ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ слΣллл-мнлΣллл ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭƛȊŀǝƻƴǎ 
ŀƴŘ сΣллл-млΣллл ŘŜŀǘƘǎ ŀƳƻƴƎ ŀŘǳƭǘǎ ср ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƻƭŘŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ ŜȄŜŎǳǝǾŜ ƻǊŘŜǊ ŀƭǎƻ ŀǇǇƭƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
w{± ±ŀŎŎƛƴŜΦ w{± ŘƻŜǎ bh¢ ƴŜŜŘ ŀ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŜΦ {ŜŜ wŜǎǇƛǊŀǘƻǊȅ {ȅƴŎȅǝŀƭ ±ƛǊǳǎ όw{±ύ LƴŦŜŎǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ                
ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΦ 

¢ƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǊŜǎǇƛǊŀǘƻǊȅ ǾƛǊǳǎŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ IŜŀƭǘƘ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘǎ ŎƻƳƳƻƴǎŜƴǎŜ ǇǊŜŎŀǳǝƻƴǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎΥ 

¶ {ǘŀȅƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ŘŀǘŜ ƻƴ ŀƭƭ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŜǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ w{± ǾŀŎŎƛƴŜ όƛŦ ŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜύΦ 

¶ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎ ƘŀƴŘǎ ƻƊŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻŀǇ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ƭŜŀǎǘ нл ǎŜŎƻƴŘǎΦ 

¶ bƻǘ ŎƻǳƎƘƛƴƎ ƻǊ ǎƴŜŜȊƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ƘŀƴŘǎΦ 

¶ {ǘŀȅƛƴƎ ƘƻƳŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǎƛŎƪ ƻǊ ǎȅƳǇǘƻƳŀǝŎΦ 

¶ ¢ƘƻǎŜ ǿƛǎƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǊŜǎǇƛǊŀǘƻǊȅ ǾƛǊǳǎŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ w{± ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜ Ƴŀȅ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ     
ǿŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŀ ǿŜƭƭ-ŬǩƴƎΣ ƘƛƎƘ-ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ Ƴŀǎƪ ǿƘŜƴ ƛƴ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƛƴŘƻƻǊ ǎǇŀŎŜǎΦ 

 

мΦ ! ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ wƻŎƪƭŀƴŘ /ƻǳƴǘȅΣ ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ƴƻǘ ǘǊŀǾŜƭŜŘ ƻǾŜǊǎŜŀǎΣ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘŜŘ tƻƭƛƻ ƛƴ нлнн ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ tƻƭƛƻ ±ƛǊǳǎ Ƙŀǎ 
ōŜŜƴ ŘŜǘŜŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǎŜǿŀƎŜ ǎŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƛƴ wƻŎƪƭŀƴŘΣ hǊŀƴƎŜΣ {ǳƭƭƛǾŀƴΣ ŀƴŘ bŀǎǎŀǳ /ƻǳƴǝŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ /ƛǘȅΦ         
CƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƴƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎŀǎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦{Φ  
нΦ tƻƭƛƻ ƛǎ ŀ ǇŀǊŀƭȅȊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǘŜƴǝŀƭƭȅ ŘŜŀŘƭȅ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ Lt± ό{ŀƭƪύ tƻƭƛƻ ±ŀŎŎƛƴŜ ƛǎ ǎŀŦŜ ŀƴŘ ŜũŜŎǝǾŜΦ Lǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 
ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŘŜŎŀŘŜǎΣ ƛǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŜƴǘǊȅ ƛƴ b¸Σ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ƻǾŜǊ н ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ƻƭŘΦ tǊƻǘŜŎǘ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ 
ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ Ŧǳƭƭ tƻƭƛƻ ±ŀŎŎƛƴŜ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΣ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƴŜŜŘ ŀ ōƻƻǎǘŜǊ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǝƳŜΦ  
оΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ фф ŎŀǎŜǎ ƻŦ ²ƛƭŘ tƻƭƛƻ ±ƛǊǳǎ ¢ȅǇŜ м ǿƻǊƭŘǿƛŘŜ ƛƴ нлнпΣ нр ƛƴ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴ ŀƴŘ тп ƛƴ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴΦ ¢ƻ ŘŀǘŜΣ 
ǘƘŜǊŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ну ŎŀǎŜǎ ƻŦ ²t±м ƛƴ нлнрΣ п ƛƴ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴ ŀƴŘ нп ƛƴ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴΦ 
пΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ псо ŎŀǎŜǎ ƛƴ нм ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŎƛǊŎǳƭŀǝƴƎ ±ŀŎŎƛƴŜ 5ŜǊƛǾŜŘ tƻƭƛƻ ±ƛǊǳǎŜǎ όŎ±5t±ύ ǿƻǊƭŘǿƛŘŜ ƛƴ нлнпΦ ¢ƻ 
ŘŀǘŜ ƛƴ нлнрΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ мпн ŎŀǎŜǎ ƛƴ мс ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ Ŏ±5t±Φ  
рΦ    

L¢Ω{ ¢La9 ¢h D9¢ ¸h¦w ¦t5!¢95 нлнр-нлнс /h±L5-мф ŀƴŘ LbC[¦9b½! ±!//Lb9{Σ 9±9b LC ¸h¦ ²9w9 tw9±Lh¦{[¸ 
±!//Lb!¢95 ŀƴŘ 9±9b LC ¸h¦ ²9w9 tw9±Lh¦{[¸ {L/Y ²L¢I ¢I9{9 ±Lw¦{9{Η ¢I9¸ /!b .9 DL±9b {La¦[¢!b9h¦{[¸Φ 

th[LhΥ 

L ŀƳ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ Ŏƭǳō ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ƻƴ wƻǘŀǊȅΩǎ tƻƭƛƻtƭǳǎ /ŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ƻƴ ¢ƘŜ      
wƻǘŀǊȅ CƻǳƴŘŀǝƻƴΦ 

https://www.health.ny.gov/diseases/communicable/influenza/seasonal/
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-signs-executive-order-expanding-access-vaccines-amid-uncertainty-washington
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-signs-executive-order-expanding-access-vaccines-amid-uncertainty-washington
https://www.health.ny.gov/diseases/communicable/respiratory_syncytial_virus/
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Our wish  is to have at least 

one member of the PolioPlus Society from every club.  
Rotary has been working to eradicate polio for more than 35 years. Our goal of 

ridding the world of this disease is closer than ever.  

As a founding partner of the  Global Polio Eradication Initiative , we've reduced 

polio cases by 99.9 percent since our first project to vaccinate children in the 

Philippines in 1979.  

Rotary members have contributed more than $2.1 billion and countless 

volunteer hours to protect nearly 3 billion children in 122 countries from this 

paralyzing disease. RotaryɅs advocacy efforts have played a role in decisions by 

governments to contribute mor e than $10 billion to the effort.  

Today, polio remains endemic only in Afghanistan and Pakistan. But itɅs crucial 

to continue working to keep other countries polio -free. If all eradication efforts 

stopped today, within 10 years, polio could paralyze as man y as 200,000 

children each year.  

By the numbers : 
$3            average cost to fully protect a child against polio  

430 million       children in total vaccinated in 39 countries in 2017  

$100 million     cost to conduct polio surveillance worldwide  

 

District 7120 now has a PolioPlus Society recognized by Rotary International.   

To become a member, you pledge to donate $100.00 or more per year until 

Polio is eradicated in the world.  October 24th is World Polio Day ς please 

consider participating by making this pledge.  The commitment form is 

below!  Remember that every dollar is matched 2 to 1 by the Gates 

Foundation. 
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      The Polio Plus Society 

As a Rotarian and supporter of Polio Eradication, Rotaryôs Number One Priority,  
I wish to participate in the Countdown to History as a member of the 

PolioPlus Society of District 7120 

I hereby commit to making an annual donation to the PolioPlus Fund of The Rotary Foundation as follows (select 
one): 

¶   $100 USD per year (minimum amount to become a society member) 
 

¶   A contribution of $_____________ per year to PolioPlus (more than $100) 
 
 
I pledge to help Rotary make history by continuing to contribute the above amount each year until the World 
Health Organization certifies that polio has been fully eradicated because é 

Until the world is polio-free, every child is at risk. 

Society members will receive a PolioPlus Society membership pin.  Your contribution qualifies for Paul Harris 
Recognition and Major Donor credit.  PLEASE DO NOT MAIL YOUR CHECK TO ME.  SEE BELOW! 

To make your tax-deductible donation go to my.rotary.org/donate and click on ñPolio Fundò.  You can choose a one-time 
donation of $100 or more, or a recurring donation in the amount and frequency of your choice (We suggest $10/month 

as the ñeasy wayò to become a PolioPlus Society member.)  OR, you can mail your check to:   The Rotary      
Foundation, 14280 Collections Center Drive, Chicago, IL 60693, USA along with the           
Contribution form that you can download here:  https://rotary7750.org/wp-content/
uploads/2022/06/Rotary_Foundation_contribution_form.pdf  (YOU WILL NEED YOUR          
ROTARY ID NUMBER.) 

Name (please print) _______________________________________Date____________  

Email Address ____________________________ 

Club Name_______________________________.     District # __________ 

Please email just this form (not your check) to janettenreiro@gmail.com  or mail to Janet Tenreiro, 4069 
Whitetail Drive, Canandaigua, NY  14424.  Your PolioPlus Society pin will be presented at a club meeting to 
make sure you are recognized for your commitment to polio eradication.  

                                                                  Sign up today!                           

https://my.rotary.org/en/donate
https://rotary7750.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Rotary_Foundation_contribution_form.pdf
https://rotary7750.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Rotary_Foundation_contribution_form.pdf
mailto:janettenreiro@gmail.com
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Presenting The 2026 Float Unite For Good  
Rotary Presidential Message ôUnite for Goodó 

Tournament of Roses Theme òThe Magic in Teamworkó 
 

Our 2026 Rose Parade float bursts with color and energy, celebrating the beauty of       
teamwork in nature ñ and in service to others. Set in a lush, dreamlike landscape, the Float 
showcases a diverse gathering of iconic wildlife working in harmony, just as Rotarians unite 

for good across borders and around the world to create lasting change.  
 

Towering giraffes, playful zebras, and a curious hippo gather beneath blooming trees of 
brilliant pink and orange. A vibrant toucan peeks from the treetops, while a green snake 

winds gently along a branch. Nearby, a flamingo surveys the scene, adding elegance and 
balance to the habitat. Toward the front, a proud tiger watches over her two cubs ñ a       

reminder of both strength and nurturing.  
 

Every element, from the cascading floral canopies to the dynamic animal poses, represents 
the strength found in community, diversity, and collective purpose.  

 

This yearõs float reminds us that when we come together, whether in the wild or the world of 
service, there is Magic in Teamwork.  

 

Dedicate a Rose - Honor your loved ones with a rose on the float!  
 

https://www.rotaryfloat.org/   

January 1, 2026  

https://www.rotaryfloat.org/
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15 December 2025: Last day for early-registration discount 
31 March 2026: Last day for preregistration discount 
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August 10th - 16th 
2025 

Ages 8-21 

July 28 - Aug 1:Youth Week  
 Ages 7  to 18 years old 

 

 August 4 - 8:    Adult Week  
 Ages 19 to 30 years old 

Session 1 (Ages 7-15)  
July 6th ï 11th 

Session 2 (Ages 16-21)  
July 13th ï 18th 

August 10-15th 2025 
Ages 6-12 

 August 11-15 and 17-22 
2025. 

Ages 8-16 
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A SPECIAL TIME OF THE YEAR for ROTARY CAMP ONSEYAWA! 
 
This time of the year is when we can look back to review our strengths,             
weaknesses, opportunities, and challenges while deeply appreciating our           
successes.   
 
69 years ago, Rotarians gathered to create a mission to help families with youth 
with disabilities by giving them a memorable summer camp experience.  That    
mission has not changed and lives on.  We thank the 19 Rotary Clubs, their Camp 
Onseyawa Directors and their members for continued support by prioritizing this special camp. This unique 
team effort represents over 750 Rotarians who carry the torch to keep this camp alive.  
 
We thank all supporters and community givers. Support comes in many forms: financial donations, service 
projects, volunteering at camp during sessions or volunteer weekends, donations of program needs from our 
wish list, donations of food items, volunteering at the Rotary Carnival, sponsoring improvement projects just 
to name a few éé  We appreciate each and every ñgiftò as we appreciate each and every one of you.  Weôve 
waited all year to say thanks, now the Holiday Cheer is here.    
   
This is a special time of the year for other reasons.  Camp Onseyawa receives many gifts as people plan for 
the end of the tax year.  Donations are accepted and can be sent to PO Box 723, Canandaigua, NY 
14424.  Since the establishment of the Finger Lakes Community Endowment  Account at CNB, you can now 
donate online by going to the FLACE web page.  A donation can support the annual budget, capital projects 
such as golf carts, or the Endowment fund where your gift is always there to support the camp.   
 
For the Board of Directors and dedicated camp staff, the mission continues with planning, hard work, and 
sacrifice behind the scenes.  For our youth, may their exciting journey continue with a life full of inclusion, 
compassion, adventure, and opportunity.   
 
Please contact Board Chaiman Robin Mark 585-370-2389 or your local club director with any questions.   
Join us as we prepare to celebrate the 70th anniversary summer camp season. 
   
By Victor Arsenault  
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Webster Rotary Club  
 

On Thursday, November 6th, the Webster club welcomed District Governor Jim Crane and his partner Nancy 

to their club meeting.  In addition to sharing a wonderful Rotary message for the 2025-2026 year, Jim helped 

induct three new members to the Webster club.  Welcome to Rotary Alex and Alexandra Scialdone and   

Garrett Wagner!  We also inducted an honorary member in Addison Wagner.  We look forward to the many 

great works they will bring to the club, the Webster community and Rotary. 
 

Submitted by Joe Corona 

Dansville Rotary Club 
Ryan Corbett was inducted into 
Dansville Rotary at the Clubôs 
December 2nd meeting.  Ryan 
recently was awarded a Paul 
Harris Fellowship Award in  
recognition of his grueling        
experience as a prisoner of the 
Taliban for 894 days until his   
release early in 2025.  Prior to his        
imprisonment, Ryan was an    
entrepreneur assisting           
businesses in Afghanistan who 
were endeavoring to boost the 
economy in that country. 
 
 
Pictured left to right are Past President Barb Frazer, Ryan Corbett, Amy Pollard, Eric Thompson, Peter Vogt, 
Jenni Leuzzi, Steve Lehman, and Kelly Hoag. 
 

Submitted by Teresa Dearing 
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Rochester Deaf Rotary 
 
DG Jim Crane's Visit to RDR 

 

DG Jim Crane and AG Pat Stack visited Rochester 

Deaf Rotary on Tuesday, November 25, outlining his 

plan for the year, and giving his great advice to all of 

us.  He also celebrated with us all, as he "pinned" our 

new member, Bob Marcus!  Welcome Bob!  

 

Article & Photos submitted by Michele Randall 
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Corning Rotary Club  
 

Corning Rotary welcomed Tom Samuels into our club 
on November 13, 2025. 
Tom Samuels is the rabbi at the Congregation Kol Ami 
synagogue in Elmira, NY. He recently relocated to 
Elmira from British Columbia, Canada, and before that 
from Chicago, IL where he served as the rabbi for a 
variety of communities. Being a rabbi is a relatively 
new path for Tom in his pursuit of a life of service, 
meaning, and purpose. 
Prior to attending and graduating from rabbinical  
seminary, Tom worked as an urban designer for the 
City of Chicago organizing local communities to take 
ownership of the design of their built environment.  
Ultimately, whether designing roadway intersections 
or leading a prayer service, Tomôs mission, his calling, 
is to build holiness with others in our everyday lives. 

 

Corning Rotary also welcomed Pam Walker and Bob 
Walker into our club on November 13, 2025. 
Bob was born in Toronto and grew up in Tucson,    
Arizona and Cocoa Beach, Florida. He went to college 
in Atlanta, earning a B.A. in math at Emory University 
and a masterôs in electrical engineering at Georgia 
Tech. Bob began his engineering career at Motorola in 
Phoenix. Pam grew up in Pittsburgh and northern New 
Jersey. She attended Yale University and met Bob in 
Phoenix while working for the summer at Motorola. 
She earned a masterôs in Public Administration from 
Columbia University and then returned to Phoenix 
where Bob and Pam got married in Phoenix in 1986. 
They moved to southern California, where Bob worked 
for American Fiber Optics and Pam was a planner for 
the City of Seal Beach. A subsequent move took them 

to Cocoa Beach, Florida, where Bob worked in the space program and Pam was Chief Senior Planner for 
Brevard County. 
The Walkers moved to Corning in 1992. Bob has held multiple positions with Corning Incorporated, spanning 
every division. Pam was Executive Director of Literacy Volunteers of the Central Southern Tier for several 
years, during which time she was a Rotarian. Bob retired from Corning Inc. in 2019. Pam retired from teach-
ing English at the Alternative School for Math and Science in late 2020. Pam and Bob both held many volun-
teer positions in the community with the Five Rivers Council of the Boy Scouts of America, in their churches, 
and in the schools. 
Currently, Pam is Mayor-elect of the City of Corning, a member of the Planning Commission, and Chair of 
the Steering Committee for the Corning Comprehensive Plan Update and is past-president of the Twin Tiers 
Five Rivers Chapter of Fly Fishers International. Bob currently volunteers at their church, for Meals on 
Wheels, and for the Bath VA, and serves as quartermaster for the fly-fishing club. 
In their free time, Bob enjoys motorcycles and boats, Pam fishes with a statewide group of women anglers, 
and they enjoy bicycling together. 
 
Submitted by Jan Harvey 

 
 
 

President Jennifer Batzing, sponsor Gil Sweet 
Welcome new member Tom Samuels. 

President Jennifer Batzing and sponsor Gretta Tomb welcome 
Pam Walker and Bob Walker  
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Newark Rotary Club 
 

Last week we had the privilege of welcoming a new corporate member into our club. Emma Mason from   

Citizens Bank was officially inducted, with Kristen Stephens joining as the alternate member. Weôre proud to 

have both Emma and Kristen on board and look forward to the contributions theyôll bring to our Rotary    

community. 
 

Submitted by Marc Kreuser 
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Waterloo Rotary Club 
 

Waterloo Rotary Club recently held their 8th Annual Service 

Above Self Dinner honoring Mr. Mike Soler for his service to the 

Waterloo community volunteering with many organizations.  He 

was presented with a Village Proclamation by Trustee Andrew 

Trahms & Rotarian Gina Suffredini, as well as a Paul Harris     

Fellow by Waterloo President Renee Dombek, Foundation Chair 

Jeff Casim, Assistant District Governor Stacy Wyant and District    

Governor Jim Crane. 

 

The Service Above Self recognition is given to 

a non-Rotarian who gives of their time to their 

community to make it a better place without 

regard for personal gain or recognition       

emulating the Rotary values. 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Submitted by Jane Shaffer 
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Belmont Rotary Club  
 

Foundation Dinner 
 

Belmont Rotary was honored to have PDG Dr. David 

Hannan as our guest speaker for our Foundation    

dinner.  We learned a lot about Polio and                

opportunities to help in the fight to eliminate this virus.  

PDG Dave also assisted Foundation chair Mary Fuller 

in presenting a Paul Harris award to Pat Schmelzer in 

appreciation of her commitment to Rotary. Our thanks 

to all who donated to this event and to Past President 

Dana  Ross for organizing a great evening.   

 

Submitted by Mary Fuller  

Canandaigua Rotary Club  
The Canandaigua Rotary Club recently recognized Scott Kesel for his Paul Harris Plus 4 Fellowship. A Paul 

Harris Fellowship is awarded to a living individual who exemplifies a community inspiration and who has 

brought leadership and service to our community. Recipients are Rotarians or community professionals in 

recognition of their outstanding contributions, exemplifying the highest ideal in Rotary by placing Service 

Above Self. Recognition of a Paul Harris Fellow is an opportunity to show appreciation for a person, either 

Rotarian or non-Rotarian, who share these values. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pictured are Scott Kesel and Club President Kent Gilges:  
 
Information and photos by: Jack Kellogg 
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Corning Rotary Club  
 

    The Corning Club recently had the 
opportunity via Zoom to talk with our 
exchange student Maren Benjamin, 
currently in Brazil. 
 

    Maren presented a PowerPoint 
with pictures of places and people 
she has met. She described her 
school, families and friends as well 
as the opportunities and challenges 
she has experienced while there. 
 

    Maren thanked Rotary for this 
learning experience, especially to 
learn another language as well as 
seeing how peopleôs lives in other countries are similar and different to hers in Corning. Club members were 
able to ask her questions in real time instead of waiting until she returned home in six months. 
 

    Zooming to the other side of the plant was an easy way to keep the club and the exchange student      
connected. It was very beneficial to club members to see the impact of this program. 
 
Submitted by Jan Harvey 
 
 

President Jen Batzing zooming with exchange student Maren Benjamin  
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Rotaract Club at SUNY Geneseo 
 

During the Fall 2025 semester, Rotaract members participated 
in a diverse range of service opportunities both on campus 
and throughout the community. These projects allowed       
volunteers to support local organizations, assist community 
members, and engage in meaningful hands-on service.  

To start the semester, members walked in the Teresa 
House Comfort Care Walk, helping to raise funds for 
free hospice services. Volunteers participated in the 
Geneseo Cat Tour, an event benefiting Hearthside 
Cats Inc., which combined a walking tour of local cats 
with adoption opportunities. At the National Warplane 
Museum, Rotaract members assisted visitors at the 
Moving Wall Exhibit by helping them locate names on 
the Vietnam Veterans Memorial. 

In October, the club returned to Tree Creations, a 
unique treehouse village maintained through commu-
nity volunteers, where members helped with upkeep to 
ensure the space remains a fun, free experience for 
families and children. Volunteers also helped a retired 
teacher, Phyllis, by spending the afternoon raking 
leaves at her home. Rotaract members also participat-
ed in the Quiz Bowl as Moderators and Scorekeepers, 
ensuring matches ran smoothly. In collaboration with 
the Genesee Valley Conservancy, volunteers helped 
plant trees at the Indian Fort Nature Preserve. And 
during the Geneseo Rotary Halloween Parade, mem-
bers held signs, handed out cider and donuts, and 

helped support a festive community tradition. 

In November, members assisted at the Geneseo Parish Outreach Centerôs Wellness Fair, with event setup 
and cleanup, preparing fruit cups and cooking chili for attendees. Rotaract also hosted a Tech Help Hour at 
the Mount Morris Library, where volunteers set up equipment, became familiar with the libraryôs computers, 
and assisted community members with basic technology questions.     

In addition to hands-on service, Rotaract leadership engaged with community partners. Members of the Rota-
ract Executive Board met and spoke at the Geneseo Rotary meeting for updates on events. Finally, it is im-
portant to address the discontinuation of the volunteer center on the SUNY Geneseo campus and note the 
impact this change has on students and the club. Concerns include fewer resources, the loss of the volunteer 
fair, and reduced advocacy for student volunteerism. 

Submitted by Luca Ramet    Secretary of Rotaract Club  
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CHURCHVILLE-CHILI INTERACT CLUB  
 

A 2nd Interact Club, from Churchville-Chili is now    

being sponsored by the Spencerport Rotary Club. The 

club facilitator is Anne Winslow, who ñGrew up in     

Rotaryò as her father is a Rotarian in Fairport. Her  

experience and volunteering with Rotary was what led 

her to become a Social Worker, now at             

Churchville-Chili school. Katie Chesher, Club        

Secretary and Lydia Roeser, Club Vice President 

joined Ms. Winslow at a recent Rotary Club meeting, 

to introduce themselves. The CC Interact Club has 15 

members and is looking to grow. They are planning 

service projects such as a food drive, sending medical 

supplies through Intervol, holding a clothing drive and 

volunteering at Ronald McDonald House. They are 

looking forward to partnering with Spencerport Rotary 

and Spencerport Interact Club to work on joint service 

projects and fundraisers.  

Pictured L-R: Spencerport Rotary Club President Kathy Magin, Katie Chesher, Anne Winslow, Lydia Roeser. 
 

Submitted by Colleen Farley 
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Waterloo Rotary Club 
 

Rotarians and Interactors packed 60 Turkey Dinners in a Bag, Thanksgiving meals, for the organizations to 

provide to their families. 
 

Submitted by Jane Shaffer 

Waterloo Rotary Club 
 

Waterloo Rotary was pleased to announce the recipients of this years Community Service Donations and to 

present a $1,000 check each to the House of Concern, Cayuga Seneca Action Program and Harmony Food 

Pantry. In addition to President Renee Dombek presenting the checks. 

Submitted by Jane Shaffer 
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Bath Rotary Club  
 

 On Sunday, October 5, members of the Bath Rotary Club again set up leg one and two of the annual 

Wineglass Marathon, a qualifier for the Boston       

Marathon, from Bath to Painted Post.  The members 

of the two teams had to be on the course by 5:00 a.m. 

in order to place the cones, poles, flags, etc. at the 

designated spots on the course.  The race itself     

started in Bath at 8:15 a.m.  After the runners had 

passed through leg one and two, the two teams had to 

go back out on the course, remove the items, and   

return them to the storage facility in Painted Post.  The 

members of the two teams were Lillian Fazi, Brandi 

Graham, Jay Maslyn, Cheryl Muller, Mullerôs sister, 

Linda Loveland, and Grahamôs son, Brandon.  Prior to 

the race itself Bath Rotarians traveled to the storage 

facility in order to count the number of cones, poles, 

flags, etc. needed for each leg of the race as well as 

assemble the poles and arrange the flags in the order 

needed. 

 The Wineglass Marathon Committee donates 

funds to the local club for all of its time, work, and  

support.  The club uses these funds to support several local projects. 
 

Written by Elaine Tears 
Picture by Brandi Graham 

Very early (about 5:00 a.m.) on Sunday, October 5, Bath     
Rotarians Lillian Fazi, Brandi Graham, Jay Maslyn, and Cheryl 
Muller and Mullerôs sister, Linda Loveland, and Grahamôs son, 
Brandon, set up the cones, poles, flags, etc. needed for the 
2025 Wineglass Marathon.  In the this picture setting up leg one 
are Brandi Graham and Jay Maslyn. 

Bath Rotary Club  
 

On October 9, Rotary District 7120 Governor, Jim 

Crane, a member of the Victor-Farmington Rotary 

Club, made his official visit to the Bath Rotary Club 

and presented an official 2025 - 2026 Rotary           

International banner (Unite for Good) to the local club 

as well as handing out 2025 - 2026 Rotary              

International pins to Bath Rotarians present.  Standing 

left to right are Nancy Latour, Bath Rotary Club      

Secretary and Rotary District 7120 Assistant         

Governor, Area 3; Jim Crane, Rotary District 7120 

Governor; Eddie VanStine, Bath Rotary Club        

President. 

 
Submitted by Elaine Tears 
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Dundee Rotary Club 
 

Honors November Student of the Month 
 

Madalynn Knapp was presented with the Student of the Month award for November at the Dundee Rotary's 
November 12th regular meeting. Madalyn was accompanied by her parents, Danny and Heather Knapp as 
well as Jr/Sr High Principal Chad Johnson. 
 

Mr. Johnson explained that Madalyn was selected because of her many accomplishments and activities as a 
member of the Senior Class and throughout her high school career. Madalyn serves as the President of the 
Senior Class and of Student Government, Co-President of the Honor Society, and participates in three 
sports. She hopes to attend Syracuse University, ultimately becoming an orthodontist. Rotary President 
Lynda Kimball presented Madalyn with a certificate and a $25.00 check. 
 

Submitted by Lauren Snyder 
 

Pictured (L to R) President Kimball, Danny Knapp, Madalyn, Heather Knapp, and Principal Johnson. 
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Gananda Rotary Club  

- Gananda Rotary Club prepares Thanksgiving      

Baskets of food for 7 families. Gananda Rotarians  

pictured sorting the meals are: Jerry Tavormina, Terri 

Nichols, Jess Nichols, Don Reeners, Kristy Airy,     

Theresa Downham, Juan Alfaro and Chip Rieck. 

 

Submitted by Patti Holdraker. 

Gananda Rotary Club  

 

- In November, the Gananda Rotary Club again      

delivery food and snacks for the Backpack Program at 

Gananda Central School. Bridget Meredith and     

Wanda Arnold delivered to Heather Keenan from the 

school. 

 

Submitted by Patti Holdraker. 

Newark Rotary Club  
The Newark Rotary Club members once again        

volunteered to "Ring The Bell" at the Newark Walmart 

store for the benefit of the Salvation Army. The club 

manned the bell ringing site starting on Black Friday 

and Saturday, meeting many happy and    generous 

shoppers.   
 

Photo: Longtime Newark Rotarians Ken George and 

Jean Bendix oversee the Red Kettle.. 

 
Submitted by John Zornow  
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Watkins-Montour Rotary 
 

The 'Rotary Elves' held their annual shopping trip for our Club-sponsored Christmas families through        
Catholic Charities of Chemung/Schuyler Counties' Schuyler Outreach program. It is a joy to provide      
Christmas cheer to our local families in need, and also to have our own family members join us for the event!  
 
Submitted by Emily Peckham 

Fairport Rotary Club  
 

Fairport Rotarians, enjoyed the 7120 District Foundation 

Brunch. Representing the Fairport club are Linda Kohl, Ken 

Kohl, Mark Fink, John Hall and Maureen Hall, they accepted a 

certificate for significant donations from the club to the         

foundation. 
 

Submitted by Marybeth Christiansen 
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Greece Rotary Club 
 
 
 
Greece Rotary Literacy Early 

Learning - 600 Distribution Kits 

 

 

 

 

The Greece Rotary assembled together 600 kits that will be distributed to Greece Central School              

District- Pre-K and Kindergarten students to help with their literacy and communication skills.   

 

Each kit contains 2 books, a journal for writing and drawing, alphabet cards, crayons, a pencil and a pencil 

sharpener. Senator Jeremy Cooney was responsible for helping the club secure a $10,000 grant from New 

York State for the supplies.  

 
Submitted by Chuck Gannon  

Geneseo Rotary Club  
 

Geneseo Stove Team Challenge Buys Six Cook Stoves 

 

Six families in Central America will have safe and environment friendly Cook stoves next year due to the 

generosity of local Rotarians. Geneseo contributed two stoves with money raised in can and bottle drives, 

and the Greece club donated $500.00 to buy two more. Individual donations accounted for the final two.  

 

Cook Stove International provides stoves to families at no charge Aside from the health dangers of cooking 

over open fires. Such fires contribute to pollution and contribute to to destruction of environmentally         

necessary rain forests in Central America. 

 

The Geneseo Rotary club thanks all who contributed. 
 

Submitted by Gary Anderson <gwa1948@aol.com> 
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Pal-Mac Rotary 
 

On a Saturday morning in November an amazing group of Pal-Mac Rotarians and community members 

prepped and assembled 26 lasagnas in about 2 hours!  Eighteen of them were delivered to families in 

Wayne County,  helping families with food insecurity, and eliminating a backlog of requests. Thanks to Paul 

Guglielmo, Barilla Pasta, Jensen's Farm, and Wegmans for donating ingredients for our Lasagna Prep Party! 

We will definitely do this again! 
 

This service project is called Lasagnalove, and has 

been spearheaded by club member, Lissa Mills. 
 

Submitted by Jeff Crawford 

The gang! 

Ray, Keisha, and Maurina doing prep work. Dianne and Lissa having wayyy too much fun. 
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Pal-Mac Rotary 
 
Our club took a different approach to the Dictionary/

Thesaurus Project in November. Instead of giving a 

dictionary or thesaurus to each student in the third and 

fourth grades at the elementary school, we had them 

inscribe the books with a special message.  We      

encouraged the students to hug the books for a      

personal vibe. Then we collected them back so Bob 

and Cindy Hunt could use them for their "Books for the 

World" project.  

 

The result was that the students ended up              

participating in an international project.                  

Here are some photos. 

 

Submitted by Jeff Crawford 
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Rochester Rotary Club 
Celebrating Foundation Month 
Rochester Rotary recently achieved a truly historic milestone, overflowing with energy, gratitude, and Rotary 
pride: in a single celebration, 31 Rotarians were recognized as new and multiple Paul Harris Fellowsðan    
all-time record for our club and a powerful testament to our shared commitment to The Rotary Foundation 
and Service Above Self.  
Foundation Month spotlight 
November is Rotary Foundation Month, a time when clubs around the world lift up the life-changing work of 
The Rotary Foundation, which transforms gifts into projects that fight disease, provide clean water, support 
education, grow local economies, and promote peace. Rochester Rotaryôs extraordinary outpouring of     
generosity this year reflects the very heart of that mission, showing how one clubôs dedication can ripple out 
to change lives in our community and across the globe.  
A record-setting celebration 
At this single meeting, 31 Paul Harris Fellows were honoredðan unprecedented first for Rochester Rotary 
and a benchmark very few clubs ever reach in one event. Each recognition represents at least 1,000 dollars 
given or entrusted in a memberôs name to The Rotary Foundation, directly fueling grants and programs that 
advance Rotaryôs seven areas of focus and long-term humanitarian impact.  
Inspiration meets action 
A special round of applause goes to Paul DeCarolis, whose Foundation Challenge inspired 23 of these 
recognitions and sparked a wave of generosity, fellowship, and joyful giving across our membership.      
Heartfelt thanks also go to Past President Don Alhart, whose award-winning storytelling helped capture the 
spirit of the day and brought this milestone to life for members and friends alike.  
Relive the moment 
Those who missed the eventðor who simply want to feel that magic againðare invited to watch Don Alhartôs 
broadcast-quality recap video, created just for Rochester Rotary, to see the smiles, hear the story behind the 
challenge, and experience a Foundation Month program that will be remembered for years. In just a few 
minutes, viewers can witness how generosity, camaraderie, and a bold idea came together to create a     
moment worthy of Rotaryôs proud tradition of Service Above Self. https://youtu.be/VmgyEoTc5zw 
Pride in Rotary service 
Congratulations to each of our new and multiple Paul Harris Fellows; your vision and generosity are      
changing lives, strengthening our club, and demonstrating the extraordinary good that happens when       
Rotarians unite around The Rotary Foundation. As Rochester Rotary celebrates this remarkable Foundation 
Month milestone, the club looks ahead with renewed purpose, determined to keep shining the light of hope, 
fellowship, and service in our community and around the world.  
 

Submitted by  
Richard de Asis 
 

 
 

 

https://hdgmjbdab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001OthKsdxiIPdWYysJI_KSBVq7Nn6jogn-R16_3AcVzO6KQXOKwx7pyt1Ox40lfL3jiBNj3ccuxQ81tW6qP2W1T2mfsZISIA5blAgjAdm5f_mYAtIc2R7s0SNipd2yKhnI-j243XN996aGuEADuwjRu4Dnz6dUJ5o9&c=JMPXPiH0EuLG-mi1G7ThpvlNNoxMyM48MvAbD23_T9M-YpSY_h3fbg=
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Fairport Rotary Club  
 

Fairport Rotary Club is hosting a Winter Coat Drive to 

help individuals and families in need at our 508-unit 

low-income multifamily community. All items will be 

sorted and distributed directly to residents who need 

winter gear. This is just the first collection of             

outerwear, with more to come.  
 

Submitted by Marybeth Christiansen 

Spencerport Rotary Club 
 

Spencerport Rotary was honored to work alongside 

the Kiwanis Club of Spencerport and two dedicated 

Churchville-Chili Interact Club members - Robert 

Hoose and Owen Underwood for the annual Shoebox 

Project. 

By working together several shoeboxes were         

successfully filled with toys, school supplies and     

personal care items which will be sent to children in 

need. The Shoebox Project is an inspiring real-life  

example of our community uniting together for the 

greater good. A heartfelt thank you to all the helpers 

for their incredible effort and commitment in making 

this initiative a reality! This generosity is making a    

difference in the lives of children around the world. 
 

Submitted by Colleen Farley 
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Rotary Club on International Service: 
Impacting Women & Children  
 

On Saturday members of the Rotary Club on          
International Service: Impacting Women & Children 
worked with other Rotarians and Interactors at         
Inspired Hearts and Hands to wrap gifts for Christmas 
in our community.  It was a great morning of fellowship 
and an opportunity to make a brighter Christmas for 
many! 
 

Submitted by Michelle Bailey 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dansville Rotary Club 
 

Dansville Rotary Club is grateful to òChefò Kent 
Rounsville and the army of volunteers who helped 
prepare and deliver the Rotaryôs annual Community 
Thanksgiving Dinner on November 27th.   Volunteers 
delivered over 700 complimentary meals on     
Thanksgiving Day.  This free meal is available to any 
Dansville area residents who fill out an application  
prior to Thanksgiving week.   The event continues to 
grow, demonstrating the communityôs spirit of giving.  
 

Submitted by Teresa Dearing 
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Wellsville Rotary Club 
 

Wellsville Rotary ribbon cutting ceremony for the new pavilion located in the Tops plaza which overlooks the 

Genesee River. The pavilion can be used by Riverwalk hikers, kayakers, for picnics or someone wanting to 

relax and  take in the wildlife on the Genesee river. 
 

Submitted by Steve Ackley 
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Victor - Farmington Rotary Club 

Rob Merkle, Director of Training for the Victor Farmington            
Ambulance Corps, recently spoke to the V-F Rotary club on the five 
decades of service they have provided to the community since they 
were founded in 1970. 

The V-F Ambulance Corps has had an evolving and dramatic impact 
on providing medical services for the community that has required 
additional resources, implementation for adapting to rapidly changing 
technology and increased professionalization and training for their 
personnel.  

The towns of Victor and Farmington are the two largest townships in 
Ontario county and continue to grow at a rapid pace. Rob dis-
cussed  the rapidly expanding population growth of the V-F         
community, including the approval of an additional  3,000 residential 
units in Farmington over the next few years,  and how this will create 
more demands on their services.  

These adjustments include expanding their ambulance bases to 
three full-time bases and a fourth part-time base  at the Victor Fire 
Department; a fleet of six fully equipped ambulances and three first 
responder vehicles; expanding their professional staff to 18 full-time 
paramedics and nine full-time EMTs; a comprehensive educational 

program involving internships, AED locations, CPR training, health classes with Victor  school district, and a 
loan program for medical devices.  

The V-F ambulance Corps has come a long way from 1970 when they started with a single ambulance to 
cover the two townships and basically were trained to deliver first aid services while transporting patients to 
local hospitals. 

Submitted by Dave Luitweiler 

Naples Rotary Club 
 

The fall in Naples brings our biggest event to the forefront ï The 

Naples Grape Festival happened at the end of September. The  

famous community-wide weekend is a fundraiser, with proceeds 

shared by the Rotary Club and Naples Historical Society. Featuring 

the Worldôs Greatest Grape Pie contest, arts, crafts, music, food 

trucks and a beverage garden with sampling of wines, beers, ciders 

and spirits, the Festival will enable us to sponsor many local,      

regional and international charitable projects this coming year. And 

it is a fun way for Rotarians to work together in Service Above Self! 
 

After the Grape Fest was behind us, our next event is Light Up    

Naples. On December 13th, we sponsor a walk down Main Street, 

starting with chili at the firehall, past brightly lit businesses, singing 

carolers, a gingerbread display, a jazz band, handbell ringers and a 

live nativity to the Memorial Town Hall. There a bonfire keeps us 

warm, the Scouts share cocoa and cookies and Santa greets the 

children of Naples and beyond. Itôs a wonderful way to share the 

spirit of the Holidays! 
 

Submitted by Cindy Scoda  
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Rochester Deaf Rotary 
 

RDR Dingo Night  
 
DG Jim learns how to play Dingo with Rochester Deaf 

Rotary Club!  November 15 was a fun afternoon    

playing Dingo at the Moose Family Center in         

Henrietta.  It was a benefit for Rochester School for 

the Deaf Travel Abroad Program.  They will visit Italy.  

There was fun and laughter, raffles, and cash prizes!  

Some were new to the game, and some were skilled, 

but all enjoyed themselves.  It was a great time!   

Waving hands!! 

 

Article and photos from Michele Randall  
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Corning Rotary Club  
 
    Keeping the tradition alive, the Corning Club hosted the Thanksgiving Joint Service Club Luncheon held 
annually on the Tuesday before Thanksgiving. Members from the Rotary Club, the Kiwanis and the Lions 
Club came together in a spirit of camaraderie as we all focus on serving the community.  
 

    This tradition started decades ago. Other than the ñCOVID yearsò it has continued uninterrupted and is 
highly anticipated. The three service clubs rotate hosting the luncheon. It serves as a time when the clubs 
can catch up on each otherôs activities, possibly finding ways to do joint service projects. Almost sixty people 
attended. 
The Chorus of the Southern Finger Lakes performed a mini-concert and holiday song sing-along. 
 
Submitted by Jan Harvey 

Dansville Rotary Club 
 

As part of the annual Winter in the Village celebration on Decem-

ber 6th, Past President Peter Vogt unveiled a Peace Pole monu-

ment that displays the message, ñMay peace prevail on 

Earth.ò  As stated by Rotary International, the monument serves 

as an affirmation of peace, furthering Rotaryôs goal of building a 

culture of peace in the world.   A Peace Pole is intended to in-

spire unity among people of all cultures, ethnicities, and back-

grounds.  The message ñMay Peace Prevail on Earthò was au-

thored by the late Masahisa Goi of Japan after the bombings of 

Hiroshima and Nagasaki.     
 

Submitted by Teresa Dearing 
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Geneva Rotary Club 
 
District Governor Jim Crane presented Geneva Rotary 
President Kerry Lippincott with a certificate of          
appreciation at the club's Nov. 5 meeting. The        
certificate is for the club's financial support of Rotary 
International's End Polio Now Countdown to History 
campaign to eradicate polio around the world. 
 

Mike Rusinko and Carol 
Chester shared at a     
recent Geneva Rotary 
Club meeting how they 
got started making hard 
cider. Seven years ago 
Carol went to  Cider 
Creek in Rochester and 
really enjoyed the experience so 
they decided to start making their 
own.  Mike shared a bit of history 
about Johnny Appleseed. They 
shared briefly the process for        
primary fermentation (1 week),   
secondary fermentation (over     

winter) and they bottle in the spring. They add a bit of yeast and 
sugar to make the bubbles.  They find apples from a particular 
tree and add other crabapples from friendsô trees. Geneva     
Rotarians enjoyed a delicious sampling of the ñfruits of their   
labor." 
   
Philip G. Beckley 

Honeoye Lake Rotary Club 
 

 On November 30th, three members 
from the Honeoye Lake Rotary Club 
took the opportunity to raise some 
funds for our club. These brave souls 
took a dunk in Honeoye Lake along 
with other residents of the         Ho-
neoye community. Gary Hubble, Lin-
da Evenski and Jerry Passer dressed 
well for the occasion and strolled ea-
gerly into the chilly water on a cold 
wintry day. There were still smiles on 
their faces when they strolled back to 
shore. We thank them and others who graciously donated to our treasury by braving the cold and enjoying 
the polar plunge.  
 

Submitted by 
Jeanne Hamele 
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Avon Rotary Club 
 

At our Avon Rotary Club meeting on December 2, we       
celebrated a truly remarkable and historic milestone: the 
50th anniversary of Ernie Wiard joining our club. Since    
December 1975, Ernie has demonstrated an unparalleled 
commitment to service, dedication, and the ideals of Rotary. 
 

ñNext year Avon Rotary will be celebrating our 100th       
anniversary," said Club President Rob Lupisella. "Ernie 
Wiard has been a member of the club for over half of that 
time, a testament to his dedication and devotion to the    
ideals of Rotary. The hours he has given to serving others 
during that span is truly incredible.ò 
 

Ernie's commitment and the impact of his service extends 
far beyond our Club and community. He has been a    
champion for the Genesee Valley Rotary Camp, serving on 
its Board for over 40 years. Through this long tenure, his 
efforts have helped to improve the lives of countless young 
people with special needs. 
 

ñErnie's service to Rotary as a board member and officer for 
the Genesee Valley Rotary Camp is unparalleled,"           
remarked GVRC Director Brian Bartalo. "Many dedicated 
individuals have served on the GVRC Board since our     
incorporation in 1963, but none longer than Ernie.  Ernieôs 
work on the board, especially as its treasurer for many decades, has been incredibly appreciated.  Ernie has 
demonstrated the Rotary International motto of Service Above Self through his work on the board, and has 
shown his commitment to helping young people with special needs grow and thrive at GVRC.  On behalf of 
the GVRC staff and especially the campers, thank you Ernie!ò 
 
Please join us in congratulating Ernie on this tremendous 50-year milestone. His dedication is an inspiration 
to us all! 
 
Submitted by CT Hayes  

Honeoye Lake Rotary Club 
 

The Honeoye Lake Rotary Club once again showed 
its dedication to the Honeoye community by         
participating in most of the activities planned by    
Honeoye Community Players. Club members had 
fun planning for these special events and had even 
more fun during the actual events. Our tree was well 
decorated and the Polar Plunge earned us some 
funds for our treasury. The Flamingo Scavenger 
Hunt allowed community members a special event 
and had three successful winners. It was a cold night 
for a parade but club members were able to show off 
our flamingo float and share some candy with the 
spectators. The HLRC is proud to have been able to 
share so much fun and excitement with our          
community members. 
 
Submitted by Jeanne Hamele 
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Geneseo Rotary Club  
 
Our Good Neighbor Community provides cocoa, homemade 

cookies, candy canes and free books for each child and the 

Highlands coordinated with Toys for Tots to provide new gifts 

for all the children in that complex. 

 

We served about 35 families between the Highlands and 

April Meadows.  These photos are from the Highlands. 

 

Submitted by Paul Kreher  
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Rotary E-Club of District 7120 
Uniting to Serve: A Citywide Rotary Thanksgiving   
Project 
Event Details: 
Date: Monday, November 24 
Dinner Time: 5ï7 p.m.  
Location: Heart & Soul Community Church, 1185 N. 
Clinton Ave., Rochester, NY 14621  
 

The Rochester Rotary Club extended an invitation to 
Citywide Rotary Clubs, including the e-club of District 
7120 to participate in the 3rd ñUnite to Serveò project. 
We joined the ñRochester Latino Rotary Club to share 
the spirit of Thanksgiving by serving a traditional      
holiday meal to our neighbors in needò. We were also 
joined by DG Jim Crane, Pat Stack and Family. 
(District 7120) 
 

Submitted by Ebo Ocran & Tassie Demps 

Past President Julio Vazquez (Latino Rotary Club); Co-
president Ebo Ocran & Secretary Maame Esi Ocran (Rotary   
e-club of District 7120) 

Left to Right: Rotarians Tom Mitchell, Sally DeCarolis,        
President Richard de Asis, (Rochester Rotary Club);  AG (Area 
14) Kimberly Miranda (Irondequoit Rotary Club; Service Chair 
Martina Ocran & Secretary Maame Esi Ocran (e-club of District 
7120) 

District 7120 Governor Jim Crane, Latino Rotary Club,        
Volunteers and Neighbors 
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Rotary E-Club of District 7120    
 

BRICK & MORTAR- Rotary District 7120 Foundation Brunch 

with District Governor Jim Crane; Rotarian Johrita Solari; 

Chair of the U.S. Polio Eradication Advocacy Task Force- 

Guest Speaker; Rotary e-club of District 7120 

Submitted by Ebo Ocran and Tassie Demps 

District Guest Speaker  

District 7120 Foundation Brunch 
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Karen Parkhurst, RIP  - December 
 

The Victor-Farmington Rotary Club was deeply saddened on December 4th by 
the sudden passing of Club Secretary Karen Parkhurst, a club  member since 
2004. Karen was a long-time club secretary and a former District 7120 District 
Secretary. At the time of her passing she was serving as the D-7120 Rotary 
Foundation Chair. Karen was a native of Chicago, attended Loyola University,  
and a graduate of  Roberts Wesleyan College (MBA). 
Karen previously served as the V-F  Rotary Club President. In 2015 Karen retired 
as the Chief Financial Officer for New Energy Works in Farmington. She was a 
resident of Canandaigua.  
Karen went far and beyond the average Rotarian in pursuing the goals and      
objectives of Rotary. There was no club project or activity that did not involve 
Karenôs involvement. Early on in her Rotary career she became involved in     
supporting the Rotary Foundation and would eventually graduate to the Major  
Donor level. Karen was active in supporting many of the grant programs under 

Foundation auspices. Karen not only made a commitment to financially support the Foundation, but she also 
continuously urged club members to ñget  involved.ò   
Karenôs dedication to promoting Rotaryôs goal of serving others can best be described as ñACTA NON   
VERBA.ò She not only donated financial support for the many projects she promoted, but Karen also took 
direct action. When the V-F Rotary club became involved in Foundation projects in Nicaragua, Argentina, 
Paraguay, etc., Karen would often travel to these projects to make certain the objectives were being met.     
On a local basis, the many club service projects that benefitted from Karenôs involvement are too many to 
list. She strongly supported educational projects with both the Victor Central School District and the inner-city 
schools in Rochester, particularly the Franklin Campus. At the time of her passing she was involved with the 
clubôs Christmas project (Giving Tree) to provide gifts to seniors, shut-ins, low-income families, and those in 
need, as well as the clubôs annual partnership with the Victor-Farmington Community Libraryôs ñDay of     
Givingò for children.    
Karen would often describe how in 2004 she was made aware of Rotary, and all that Rotary does around the 
world, when she  joined the club. Being a Rotarian opened new horizons for her to serve others. For over two 
decades she truly made an impact and Rotarians in the Victor-Farmington Rotary Club, District 7120, and 
around the world, are better because of  it. 
 
Submitted by Dave Luitweiler 

Obituary  

Karen's last club event - hosting 
Rotary Foundation Lunch at  
Ravenwood Golf club last month 

Karen always led adult dancers 
at YEX Christmas brunch 

L to R Karen's daughter Donna 
Groff-McNulty - Karen - Melinda 
Caparco - faculty Franklin Cam-
pus - Rochester City SD 

KAREN OVER THE YEARS 


