














The Facts

1. Polio mainly affects children under age 5.
2. There is no cure, but polio is preventable with a 

vaccine.
3. Only three countries remain endemic
4. We’ve reduced cases by 99.9% since 1988



Rotary’s Historical Commitment
Not long ago, the world was paralyzed by the fear of polio. More than 
125 polio endemic countries.  The disease killed or crippled more than 
1,000 people a day, most of them children.  

In 1985, Rotary launched PolioPlus, a multimillion dollar initiative to 
immunize all the world’s children.

Rotary’s commitment was so great that the World Health Assembly 
resolved in 1988 to wipe out the disease that had killed and paralyzed 
for 5,000 years.

Rotary has been able to contribute over $1.7 billion to keep alive the 
dream of a polio free world.   Rotary has also solicited financial support 
from donor governments/organizations resulting in over $15 billion in 
contributions

Polio remains endemic in only three countries: Afghanistan, Nigeria 
and Pakistan



"As long as polio exists anywhere, it’s a 
threat to children everywhere." 



Reported Case Count
Afghanistan
2014: 28
2015: 20
2016: 13
2017: 14
YTD: 19

Pakistan
2014: 306
2015: 54
2016: 20
2017: 8
YTD: 8

Nigeria
2014: 6
2015: 0
2016: 4
2017: 0
YTD: 0



Five things you may not know about the 
fight to end polio:

1. Ice cream factories in Syria are helping by freezing the ice packs 
that health workers use to keep the polio vaccine cold during 
immunization campaigns.

2. Celebrities have become ambassadors in our fight to end the 
disease.  Some of those celebrities include WWE wrestling 
superstar John Cena, Anna from Frozen Kristen Bell, golf legend 
Jack Nicklaus, Nobel Peace Prize winner Desmond Tutu and of 
course, Bill Gates.

3. Health workers and Rotary volunteers have climbed mountains, 
crossed deserts, and sailed to remote islands, risking their lives 
to vaccinate children.  Rotary has funded more than 1,500 
motorbikes and 6,700 other vehicles, as well as 17 boats to make 
those journeys.  Vaccinators have even traveled on the backs of 
elephants, donkeys and camels to immunize children in remote 
areas.



Five things you may not know about the 
fight to end polio:

4. In Pakistan, the polio program emphasizes hiring local female 
vaccinators and monitors.  More than 21,000 vaccinators, 83 
percent of whom are women, are achieving the highest 
immunization coverage in the country’s history.

5. Thanks to the efforts of Rotary and its partners, more than 16 
million people who otherwise might have been paralyzed are 
walking today.  In all, more than 2.5 billion children have been 
vaccinated since 1988.



























PolioPlus Resources

www.EndPolio.org

facebook.com/End-Polio-Now 

twitter.com/EndPolioNow

Scott Boucher
District 7790 Polio Plus Chair
Ph: 866-942-6223
sboucher@barresibenefits.com


