Dear Prospective Youth Exchange Student:
Thank you for your interest in the Rotary Youth Exchange ("RYE") Program. The purpose of this
letter is to give you some information about the program and to hopefully encourage you take the
next step and become a part of our amazing organization.
Being away in a foreign country has a powerful broadening and an accelerating effect on your
maturing process. Managing your own finances and making decisions give you more confidence
and independence to take care of yourself. You learn to think and converse fluently in another
language. You develop more confidence in speaking before groups. You become more tolerant of
other people, different cultures and different personalities. Your youth exchange experience will be
priceless, and something that you can’t replicate any other way.
Having Rotary Youth Exchange on your college application will undoubtedly carry more weight in
many cases than your GPA, class ranking, or even SAT or ACT score. By successfully completing
an exchange in another culture you are showing them that you have the "right stuff." Future
employers will take similar views of your experience, not to mention the benefits of becoming bilingual or bi-cultural!
The RYE Program is volunteer-driven. It is organized and administered by volunteer Rotarians and
their families throughout the world within the local Rotary Club and the Rotary District. Rotary
volunteers screen student applicants, select the exchange students, prepare them, and arrange
hosting abroad, schedule travel, purchase insurance, arrange for school admission, and assist in
obtaining visas, etc. All of this is done by Rotarians as a service; they are not paid to provide this
service.
Because we depend on volunteers, the Rotary Program is the least expensive, but safest and
highest quality program. Students are provided local supervision by members of the local hosting
Rotary Club, who are directly involved in the welfare of these students. Because of this close
connection with local Rotarian advisors, students away from home are more comfortable knowing
that Rotarians from their host club are available to help and offer guidance.
Eligibility:
The Rotary Youth Exchange program is open to high school students, or those who have just
graduated. Students must be between the ages of 15 and 18 ½ on departure. Students younger
than 16 or older than 18 ½ will have a narrower list of countries to which they can exchange due to
age restrictions.
Students can choose to participate in our Long-Term or Short-Term/Summer Exchanges, as more
fully described below.
Long-Term Exchange:
For a truly amazing, life-changing experience, there is nothing like the Long-Term Exchange.
Students spend a year in another country, becoming fluent in the language and immersed in the
culture, and developing friendships that will last a lifetime.
Participants attend high school, and may or may not get credit back home for courses taken (but
colleges often recognize the value of exchange programs with credit for language ability and greater

Page 2 of 2
__________________________
acceptance rates!). Each student will have two (or more) host families through the year to broaden
the experience and see the variations that exist in all cultures.
It takes a very special teen to consider himself or herself capable of spending a year abroad, but the
rewards and experiences are unlike anything you may ever know again. If you think you can do this,
don’t let the opportunity pass you by.
Short-Term/Summer Exchange:
Rotary’s Short Term Exchange program usually takes place during the summer and brings together
paired families from different countries. Typically, you would spend 3-4 weeks overseas with a
family that has a son or daughter of approximately the same age. And then, you and your new host
sibling would come back to the US for a similar period of time with your family. The Short-Term
Program does not generally include school attendance, but instead provides its educational
experiences through exposure to a new language and culture. For younger students, or perhaps
those wanting to sample the experience before committing to the Long-Term Exchange, Rotary’s
Short Term Exchange program can be ideal.
Other Information and Deadline to Apply:
You can find answers to most of your questions by going to the South Central Rotary Youth
Exchange ("SCRYE") website at www.scrye.org. Check out the FAQs under the "Future Student
Info" tab. If you decide that you are ready to become an RYE student, please complete your
application for either the Long-Term Exchange or the Short-Term Exchange and submit it to the
following address by October 15, 2018. Please mail your completed application to:
Lilia Marek
595 S. Castell
New Braunfels, Texas 78130
Once your application is submitted, please plan to attend the mandatory Interviews/Orientation held
by our District Committee on November 17, 2018 in Boerne, Texas. You will get more details about
the Interviews after we receive your completed application.
If you have any questions that cannot be answered by the information on the SCRYE website,
please do not hesitate to contact either one of us by calling or emailing us at:
Britt Etheredge
Cell: 830-708-8907
Email: britt.etheredge@caliberhomeloans.com

Lilia Marek
Cell: 830-643-9981
Email: lmarek@rougeuxpllc.com

We are excited to receive your application and look forward to meeting you in person.
Very truly yours,
Britt Etheredge and Lilia S. Marek
Co-Chairs for RYE District 5840

