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January is Rotary Awareness Month, as we go thru our daily tasks and 
activities and  interact with customers, friends, co-workers and our 
families, share with them all the “benefits” of being a Rotarian.    
 
I have 12 favorite benefits. Here are my 
first and last favorites. Find my other 10 
through the newsletter.

1.  Friendship - Rotary provides one of 
the most basic human need: the need for 
friendship and fellowship.  It is one of two 
reasons why Rotary began in 1905.

12.  The Opportunity to Serve - Rotary is 
a service club.  Our business is mankind.  
Our product is service.  Rotarians provide 
community service to both local and 
international commuinities.  This is perhaps 
the best (my best ) reason for becomming a 
Rotarian: the chance to do something for somebody else and the sence the 
self-fulfillment that comes in the process and return of that satisfaction to 
one’s own life.  It is richly rewarding.
 
Remember to wear your Rotary pins, shirts, and caps.  Invite your family 
and friends to attend a Rotary club meeting in January and make them 
aware of all of the good things Rotary is doing in our communities and 
the world.
 
Stay informed by visiting our website, Remember that in January we have 
the Rio Grande Vipers “End Polio Now” game on Jan 7th at State Farm 
Arena in Hidalgo.  Every ticket  ( $20 ) bought by Rotarians, $10 goes to 
the Polio Plus.  Contact Ros Salmeron at 956-536-9242 for more details.  
Also RYLA is on Jan. 27-29 at Camp Zepher in Lake Corpus Christi.

Calendar of Events - January 2012

Submit membership attendance report, use the District Website.

TBA - District Exec. Meeting  
January 7 - Vipes “End Polio” Night
January 15-21 - International Assembly, San Diego, CA
January 24 - Deadline for submitting Newsletter articles for next month
January 27-29 - RYLA at Camp Zepher in Lake Corpus Christi.
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SAVE THE DATE -

 Paul Harris/Rotary Foundation Dinner 

Saturday February 18, 2012 - Corpus Christi Town Club.  

The Guest Speaker will be Ron Burton (Rotary Club of Norman, Oklahoma), 
President Elect Nominee of Rotary International.  Ron has been selected to be 
President of Rotary International for Rotary year 2013-14.  While serving as 
Rotary International Director and Rotary Foundation Trustee, he was one of 
the principal architects of the Rotary Foundation’s Vision Plan and will provide 
insights as to why the changes are being made and the advantages for the 
future.  An opportunity for fellowship and questions and answers with Ron will 
also be provided.  Tickets and website registration will be available in January.  
Tickets will be limited to 120.

Also, at the Dinner, various Rotary Clubs and individual Rotarians will be 
recognized for their contribution and support of the Rotary Foundation.  
Participation by Clubs in activities sponsored by the Rotary Foundation will also 
be recognized.

More information will be available in early January.

Art Zeitler, 5930 Rotary Foundation Chairman

2.  Business 
Development - 
Everyone needs to 
network. Rotary 
consists of a cross 
section of every 
business community.  
Rotarians come from 
all walks of life.

3.  Leadership 
Developement 
- Rotary is an 
organization of 
leaders and successful 
people.  Rotarians 
learn how to 
motivate, infl uence 
and lead leaders.

Club Excellence Program

District Governor Lauro Solis has been working on defining and preparing the 
Club Excellence Program for July 1, 2011 to March 31, 2012.

Final approval of the message, reporting guildelines and general information 
is happening now. Stay tuned on the district website for it’s distribution. It will 
be shared as a Home Page Story and under the menu item District > District 
Awards.
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Rotary Youth Exchange News

On 3 December the youth exchange committee 
met at the Heflin’s home to interview 
candidates for next year’s youth exchange 
program.  All students interviewed were 
approved.  We had three long term candidates 
from Harlingen, McAllen and Mission.  Taylor 
Galvan from Harlingen will be going to Italy.  
Alex Salinas from McAllen will be going to 
Belgium, and Jackie Luke might be going to 
France.  There are several others who were not 
able to make it to this meeting that might also 
be going on the long term program.

Meghan Medina from Laredo Next 
Generations will be doing a short term 
exchange in England.  And, Marcela 
Terrazas from McAllen South will be 
going to Argentina for three months 
this summer.

Shown in the picture are the Inbound 
students, outbound students and the 
rebounders, or Rotex’s.

Submitted by Jim Teeter
D. 5930 YEO

Rotary Fellowships News

Welcome to the latest issue of the Fellowship Advancer! Let me extend my 
thanks to all the Fellowships that contributed information about their activities 
for this 11th issue. Fellowship Chairs are encouraged to submit articles to 
inform and promote interest in the Rotary Fellowship World.

So starts the latest edition of  the newsletter - Fellowship Advancer. It is posted 
on the District website: Membership > Rotary Fellowships.

Submitted by Gerald FitzSimmons, Victoria Rotary Club
Secretary/Treasurer, Rotary on Stamps fellowship

4.  Citizen in 
the Community 
- Membership 
in a Rotary club 
makes one a better 
community citizen.  
The average Rotary 
club consists of the 
most active citizens.
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Port Lavaca Noon Day Rotary Club 
was very busy in December

State Representative Todd Hunter was the guest of Port Lavaca 
Noon Day Rotary Community Service Chairman Pam Lambden at 
the December 2, 2011, meeting.  Hunter, who represents District 
32, gave an overview of the current status of plans to redraw 
district lines in the State.  He explained that the process will 
undergo changes and revisions before the final lines are drawn 
before the next election. 

Calhoun High students of the month Sarah McClellan and Philip 
Lyssy received certificates from the Port Lavaca Noon Day Rotary 
Club at the December 2, 2011, meeting.  They were accompanied 
by Rotarian Jim Story. 

December 13, 2011 – Port Lavaca Noon Day Rotary Christmas 
Social

Nearly 50 Rotarians and their guests enjoyed an evening of 
fellowship, fine food, and entertainment at the Formosa Guest 
House on December 13, 2011. 

Port Lavaca Noon Day Rotary Club President Danny Cano presented the 
club’s prestigious Paul Harris Award to Past President Skip Sockell.   
Skip served as the Club’s president in 2010-2011 and continues to 
support the organization’s international water projects and local flag 
raising efforts as well as heading this year’s HEB Food Rally.  

On behalf of the Rotary Foundation Trustees, President Danny 
Cano recognized Russell Cain as a Foundation Benefactor.  Russell 
has made a commitment to the Foundation’s endowment with a 
permanent gift to the international work of Rotary service. 

After a fine dinner and the awards ceremony, Rotarian Scott Hollingsworth 
shared his talent as Master Magician as he wowed the crowd with an 
interactive, comedy magic show. 

Submitted by Scott Hollingsworth
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SECOND ANNUAL ROTARY NIGHT at the VIPERS 
BASKETBALL GAME    

Game Date is Saturday, January 7, 2012
at State Farm Arena, Hidalgo, Texas
Cost $20.00 each  

Plans are underway for the 2nd Annual Rotary Night at the Vipers Basketball 
Game to End Polio Now in the World. Rotary Night at the Vipers will be on 
Saturday, January 7th at 7 p.m at State Farm Arena in Hidalgo, Texas. All 
Rotarians, guests, family and friends are cordially invited to join in the fun 
filled night. Tickets are $20 each and the Vipers donate $10 to Rotary End Polio 
Now for every Rotary ticket sold. All Rotarians, families and friends of Rotary 
are welcome to join us in this funfilled to support the effort to End Polio Now. 

Just to let you know that Rotary Night at the Viper 
Basketball game to End Polio Now tickets are still available.  
Game Date is January 7th. A form to order tickets is 
available here. If you have any questions, feel free to give 
me a call or email. More information is available on the 
District website - www.Rotary5930.org.
We look forward to your participation and support in this 
effort.

For Information Contact Ros Salmeron rosc604@gmail.com 
or 956-536-9241 
or Shu Muthyala Shu@rgvipers.com or 956-972-1144

Picture #1 L-R Shu Muthyala, Executive Vice President of the Vipers 
Basketball Team, Ros Salmeron, Chairperson for this Event, Bert Garcia, 
President of the Vipers Team and Nick Nurse, Head Coach of the Vipers. 

Picture #2 Ros Salmeron,Chairperson of this Event, Nick Nurse, Head 
Coach of the Vipers, Bert Garcia, President of the Vipers and Shu Muthya-
la, Executive Vice President

Submitted by Ros Salmeron

ROTARY NIGHT AT THE RG VIPERS 
BASKETBALL GAME

5.  Fun - Rotary 
is FUN. Each meeting 
is fun.  Club projects 
are fun.  Social 
activities are fun, and 
club service is fun.
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Southside Corpus Christi News

Rotary Club Of Southside Corpus Christi Moody High School December 2011 
Academic Students of the Month
Each month The Rotary Club of Southside Corpus 
Christi recognizes and honors top students who 
exhibit the motto of Rotary to give “Service above 
Self.”  The students honored on December 7, 2011 
are Jenee Donley and Christopher Villegas from 
Moody High School which is Southside Rotary’s 
partner school in many Rotary-related projects.  

December 2011 honorees:

JENEE DONLEY is a senior at Moody High School 
and plans to attend the University of Texas at 
Austin and major in Engineering to help improve 
the environment and its future. Her extra-curricular 
activities include Band, Varsity Tennis, National 
Honor Society, Tri-M Music Honor Society, Academy Ambassador, Spanish 
Honor Society, Key Club and she provides service to the community as a Nursery 
Caregiver at Solid Rock Worship Center.  Jenee’s hobbies are music and athletics 
but her passion lies in engineering: “It is a captivating area where you are 
challenged to be creative and problem solve.”  Jenee is on the A/B Honor Roll, a 
CITGO scholarship recipient, a U.S. Marines Scholastic Award winner, and in the 
Top Ten % of her class.

CHRISTOPHER VILLEGAS is a senior at Moody High School and plans to attend 
Texas A&M University College Station majoring in Business Management.  
Christopher’s Extra Curricular activities include Academic Decathlon, Academy 
Ambassador, Challenge Team, U.I.L academics, School Mascot, TJ Strutter 
Manager, Guitar, National Honor Society, Music Honor Society, and Spanish 
honor society.  His community service work involves the St. Thomas More Youth 
Group, CCD instruction, Feed the homeless, and as an Altar Server.  Christopher 
is in the Top Ten % of his graduating class, scored a 1 at U.I.L on guitar, 
received the outstanding service award from the Diocese of Corpus Christi, 
received 1st place for his essay at the Academic Decathlon competition, and is 
his school’s KEDT Challenge team captain.

To learn more about the Rotary Club of Southside Corpus Christi please visit us 
at  http://www.southsidecorpuschristi.rotary5930.org/ or “like” us on Facebook.

Submitted by Lari Young

6.  Family 
Programs - Rotary 
provides one of the 
world’s largest youth 
exchange programs; 
middle, high school 
and college clubs for 
future Rotarians.
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More from Southside Corpus Christi

Port Lavaca Noon Day Rotary Club 
isn’t done yet

Members of the Rotary Club of Southside Corpus Christi and the Rotary 
Club of Ingleside rang the Salvation Army bell on Saturday, December 
17 at the new Wal-Mart on Saratoga in Corpus Christi to help raise 
funds for those in need.  Pictured here are Southside Rotary Club 
Members Dave Walker and Norma Sanchez and providing support from 
Ingleside were Gene Seaman and his wife Ellen.

To learn more about the Rotary Club of Southside Corpus Christi please 
visit us at  http://www.southsidecorpuschristi.
rotary5930.org/ or “like” us on Facebook.

Photo 1: left-right: DAVE WALKER and NORMA 
SANCHEZ
Photo 2: left-right: GENE SEAMAN and ELLEN 
SEAMAN

Photo Credit: Dr. Gary Blum
Submitted by Lari Young

Miranda Wang was introduced by Mike McGuire, Vocational Service 
Chairman, at the December 16, 2011, Port Lavaca Noon Day Rotary 
Club. She was sponsored by Scott Hollingsworth and spoke about her 
plans to attend Hong Kong University on a Rotary Ambassadorial 
Scholarship before returning to Texas to begin 
her medical school training. Miranda was the 
2008 Calhoun High School Valedictorian and will 
graduate with honors from Rice University in 2012. 

Carolyn Adrian, representing United Way of Calhoun 
County, was pleased to accept a donation to that 
organization from President Danny Cano on behalf 
of the Port Lavaca Noon Day Rotary Club at the 
December 16, 2011 luncheon meeting. 

Submitted by Scott Hollingsworth
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7.  Vocational 
Skills - Rotarians 
are expected to take 
part in the growth 
and development of 
his/her profession 
or vocation, serve 
and teach one’s own 
profession.

The Rotary Club of Pharr, once again, hosted a Christmas Party 
for hundreds of special needs students.  Pharr Rotarians worked 
hard throughout the year in their fundraising efforts to make 
this opportunity possible.   
 The Special Needs Christmas Party is an Annual 
Christmas Celebration for Special Needs students in the Pharr-
San Juan-Alamo and Valley View ISD.  This celebration gave 
students a chance to celebrate the Christmas Spirit with their 
classmates and peers from around the school district and the 
valley.  Students were definitely the V.I.P.’s of this celebration, 
as all of them received a Christmas snack, a goodie bag and 
a portrait with the big guy himself, Santa Claus.  Schools in 
attendance performed Christmas songs for the crowd of over 
500.  Each School performed to a song they had 
practiced all school year long.  Before the event, a 
long line of school buses hugged the Pharr Events 
Center and could be seen from miles away.  Great 
care was taken to ensure that each student was safe 
and that food met all special diets at hand.  The 
Rotary Club of Pharr provided items for goodie bags 
as well as cookies, drinks, pictures and decorations 
of the Pharr International Convention Center.   We 
would like to thank Trevino’s Digital for their 
generous contribution of film, the PSJA Special 
Education Department including teachers, staff and 
administration led by Mrs. Singleterry, Wal-Mart of 
Alamo, Melhart Music, PSJA High Interact Club, PSJA 
Transportation and the City of Pharr for the use of the Pharr Events Center.   
 The Rotary Club of Pharr was established in 1956 and has been serving 
the Pharr community for fifty-five years.  Pharr Rotarians meet every Tuesday 
at the Junction Café.  The Rotary Club of Pharr is looking for a few good 
individuals.  If you would like to make a difference in your community, are 
of good character and can commit time, please contact Ida C. Cuellar at 956-
787-5084 or at idacuellar@aol.com.  Pharr Rotary is essentially a grassroots 
organization, with most of its service efforts being carried out at the local club 
level. The district and international structure is designed to support the clubs 
and help them provide more service in their local communities and abroad. 

Submitted by Alfredo “Freddy” Mata, Jr.

THE ROTARY CLUB OF PHARR HOSTS ITS
33RD ANNUAL SPECIAL NEEDS 
CHRISTMAS PARTY 
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Raymondville Rotary Club recognizes 
Scholarship & Leadership
On Wednesday, December 14, 2011 the Raymondville Rotary 
Club recognized two seniors from Raymondville High School 
as their Students of the Month.  Pictured L to R are Humberto 
Velazquez and Jennifer Gonzales.

Male Student of the Month – Humberto Velazquez is currently 
ranked 3rd in his graduating class of 141 students.  Humberto 
has not only been a strong academic performer, but he has been 
heavily involved in sports.  In football, he was recognized as 
this year’s 1st Team All-District Linebackers. Humberto plans on 
joining the Army upon graduation and then pursuing a degree 
in Criminal Justice. He has ambition of becoming a DPS State 
Trooper or working for U.S. Government.

Female Student of the Month – Jennifer Gonzales is currently ranked 7th in 
her graduating class of 141 students.  Jennifer has been involved in numerous 
extracurricular activities where she has held several leadership roles.  She is 
the President of the NHS, President of Student Council, Student Advisor for the 
Future Farmers of America.  She is in the marching band as well as Historian of 
her Senior Class.  Jennifer plans to attend Texas A & M –Kingsville where she’d 
like to pursue a degree in Agriculture Business. 

Submitted by Vilma Cervantes

8.  Developement 
of Ethics - We 
practice the 4 
Way Test that 
governs one’s 
ethical standards in 
business and personal 
relationships.

9.  Prestige - 
Rotary members are 
prominent people 
in our comminities.  
We are the oldest 
and most prestigious 
service club in the 
world.  

The Rotary Club of Rockport welcomed new member, Stephanie Cochran, to 
the club & presented with a membership certificate. Stephanie ownes a local 
landscape design and contracting service.

Submitted by Vicki Buck

Rockport Rotary welcomes new Member
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Monthly Attendance Report - November 2011

           Not all clubs have the RI Integration turned on and syncing. Those who do not have it turned on 
will have a zero (0) in the Member Count Column. A zero percentage in the Month’s Attendance means that 
attendance has not been reported yet.
           Emails with instruction on the RI Integration and Attendance Reporting were sent to all Presidents 
and Secretaries during the week of August 22, 2011. These instructions are also posted on the District 
Website. Please contact the Webmaster, Nancy Paulson if you need assistance with these procedures.
           We also have some clubs who have not paid the District Dues yet. 

Club Member Count October October Attendance %
RI Integration 

turned On
Alice 0 0.00%
Aransas Pass 13 63.00%
Brownsville 0 0.00% yes
Brownsville Sunrise 135 82.20%
Calhoun County 10 74.00%
Corpus Christi 0 0.00%
Corpus Christi Evening 0 0.00%
Corpus Christi Northwest 0 0.00%
Corpus Christi Sunrise 10 67.00%
Donna 0 0.00% yes
Edcouch-Elsa 9 44.00%
Edinburg 31 91.01% yes
Edna 30 45.50%
Falfurrias 0 0.00%
Freer 11 87.88%
Ganado 0 0.00%
Goliad 0 0.00%
Harlingen 76 74.12%
Harlingen Sunburst 33 56.59% yes
Historic Brownsville 20 55.00% yes
Ingleside 0 0.00% yes
Kingsville 51 57.26% yes
Kingsville Sunrise 10 52.50%
Laredo 0 0.00%
Laredo Daybreak 43 95.00%
Laredo Gateway 0 0.00%
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Monthly Attendance Report - November 2011, continued

Club Member Count October October Attendance %
RI Integration 

turned On
Laredo Next Generation 36 44.03%
Laredo-Under Seven Flags 0 0.00% yes
McAllen 46 78.00%
McAllen Centennial 0 0.00%
McAllen North 31 79.57%
McAllen South 88 64.02%
Mission 0 0.00% yes
North Brownsville 35 59.00% yes
North Harlingen 0 0.00%
Padre Island Corpus Christi 0 0.00%
Pharr 0 0.00%
Port Aransas 0 0.00%
Port Isabel 38 72.00%
Port Lavaca 0 0.00% yes
Portland Rotary 29 78.47% yes
Raymondville 17 52.94% yes
Rio Grande City 20 83.33% yes
Rockport 38 81.30% yes
San Benito 22 54.50% yes
San Diego 0 0.00%
Sinton 0 0.00%
Southside Corpus Christi 52 69.00%
Taft 0 0.00% yes
Three Rivers 0 0.00%
Victoria 0 0.00%
Victoria Northside 0 0.00%
Victoria Sunrise 0 0.00%
Weslaco 0 0.00% yes
West Corpus Christi 42 58.54%
West Hidalgo County 
(Tabasco) 0 0.00%

976 32.50% 32%
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Thanks to the Clubs who have turned on RI Integration.

Do you have exciting club news, photos or fundraising projects you’d like to share? 
Send in all of your information to share with the District on the website and in our 

monthly newsletter. Submission deadline is the 24th of each month.

Send all information to :
Nancy Paulson, Webmaster and Newsletter Editor

CowboyUp Websites
webmaster@rotary5930.org@ y g

Nancy@cowboyupwebsites.comy@ y p  • 361-463-8895

1. Home Page Stories
2. Rotary Fellowships
3. Club Excellence Program - Coming Soon Under District > District Awards

Remember to get a login and update your profile. Check with your fellow club 
members - Have they completed this yet?
How to get your personalized username and password?

Watch a video on getting printed pages from our ClubRunner site.

10. Nice People 
- Rotarians are nice 
people.  We follow the 
belief that it is “nice 
to be important” but 
is “more important 
to be nice”.

11.  No Offi cial 
Creed - We have no 
secret hand shake, 
no offi cial creed, no 
secret meeting or 
rituals.  It is an open 
society of men and 
women who help 
others.

Website Sections with new or updated 
information:
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Monthly Attendance Report - November 2011, continued

Club Member Count October October Attendance %
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