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2026 High School Four‑Way Test Speech Contest
Frequently Asked Questions

1. What is the Rotary Four‑Way Test Speech Contest?
Students deliver a 5–7 minute original speech applying Rotary’s Four‑Way Test to an issue in their lives or interests:
1. Is it the Truth
2. Is it Fair to all concerned
3. Will it build Goodwill and Better Friendships
4. Will it be Beneficial to all concerned
2. Why participate?
Students gain public‑speaking experience, confidence, ethical reasoning skills, and the chance to earn scholarship money at the Club, Area, and District levels.
3.Who can compete?
Any high school student enrolled in a school assigned to the sponsoring Rotary Club.
4. What scholarships are available?
Awards vary by Club and Area. 
District awards are:
· 1st: $1,500
· 2nd: $1,000
· 3rd: $750
· All other District contestants receive $100 for competing in the contest.
5. How does the competition work?
· Students compete first at their Club level.
· Top students advance to the Area competition.
· Area winners advance to the District competition on April 11, 2026 in Los Fresnos, TX.
6. How are speeches judged?
· Speeches must be 5–7 minutes, original, and must apply all four parts of the Four‑Way Test.
· Content: 50% (including 20% on applying the Four‑Way Test)
· Organization: 30%
· Delivery: 20% Note cards are allowed but may reduce delivery scores.
7. How do I register?
Submit the completed Student Information and Consent form to your Club’s Four‑Way Test Chair by the stated deadline. There is no registration fee.
8. Who judges the contest?
Rotarians serve as judges at the Club, Area, and District levels. Judges do not know students’ names or schools during scoring.
9. Where can I get more information?
Contact your Rotary Club’s Four‑Way Test Chair for details about dates, locations, and registration.
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High School Four-Way Test Speech Contest 
Student Information and Consent Form
Name: ___________________________________________________________
School: ____________________________ Year in school (freshman, etc.): _______
Student phone: _____________________  Student email: ______________________
Parent(s) name(s): _________________________________________________
Parent(s) phone(s): _________________________________________________
Parent(s) email(s): _________________________________________________
By signing below, I agree to the following:
1. My speech for the April 11, 2026 competition will be my own original work and will not be a speech previously used in UIL or any other competition. I may use the speech presented at my Rotary Club or Rotary Area competition.
2. I understand that the Rotary District Four-Way Test Competition will take place on Saturday, April 11, 2026.
3. I acknowledge that my speech may be recorded and posted on the Rotary District 5930 website and/or YouTube. This is optional. If I do not want my April 11, 2026 speech posted online, I will cross out this paragraph and initial in the right margin.
4. I will email this completed form to the April 11, 2026 competition coordinator, Anna Putegnat Garcia (annaputegnat@gmail.com), no later than 5:00 p.m. on March 29, 2026.
5. I will attend the competition orientation beginning promptly at 1:15 p.m. on Saturday, April 11, 2026, in Los Fresnos, TX.
Student signature: ______________________Printed name: __________________________
Age on date of signature: ______ (If 17 or younger, at least one parent or guardian must sign below.)
Parent/Guardian signature: ___________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian printed name: _______________________________________________
Signed this ______ day of April, 2026
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