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International and all 533 Rotary Districts throughout the
World. It will be my profound pleasure to serve as your Dis-
trict Governor this year.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank now Past District Gov-
ernor Tom Walker for his support and mentorship this past year. I just

wish I could remember all the things he men-
tioned! Hopefully he will remind me of what
we need to do in the coming months. A BIG
THANK YOU, TOM!

One point that I would like to emphasize is
that our entire Rotary organization including
Rotary International and District all exist to
support our clubs! You and your club are the
foundation and the driving force behind Rotary.
Although at times we must ask you to do cer-
tain things or act in certain ways, this is usually
mandated by legal and governmental require-

ments. We will continue to try to minimize “directions from above.”

Last Fall your District Leadership Team met in Socorro to develop
a long-range vision and goals to help guide our activities and focus on
supporting our 68 clubs in New Mexico and West Texas.

First among our efforts will be to help clubs build membership.
Recent trends clearly indicate that we must all work together to stem
losses and recruit new Rotarians. Over the past few years District 5520
has lost nearly 25% of its members. Our vision is to build membership
to its past levels and beyond. Realistically this cannot be done in a
single year, but we must begin.

I I appy New Year! July 1 marked the “New Year” for Rotary
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