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		Risk Management

	The U.S. Rotary Club & District Liability Insurance Program provides all U.S. Rotary and Rotaract clubs and districts with general liability and directors & officers / employment practices liability insurance.

You have received this email because you are an officer or officer-elect of your Rotary or Rotaract club.
Unauthorized Use of Images Can Result in Copyright Claims
Clubs and districts use photos, cartoons, music, videos, articles, and other content in websites, social media posts, newsletters, event materials, and other communications. When copyrighted content is used without the copyright owner's permission or an appropriate license, however, the club or district may be exposed to a copyright infringement claim or legal action.
Copyright claims are among the most frequent types of claims under the U.S. Rotary Club & District Liability Insurance Program ("Program"), accounting for approximately 20% of recent Program claims.
Claims activity can affect insurance costs. By taking steps to comply with copyright law, clubs and districts can help protect themselves from litigation and help mitigate the potential for insurance rate increases for clubs throughout their state.

What Your Club Should Do 
· Review your club or district’s website and social media accounts and remove images, music, videos, articles, or other media if your club or district does not have permission or an appropriate license to use them.
· Review older content as well. This includes bulletins, newsletters, documents, forms, archived webpages, and other materials, even if they were posted 10 or more years ago.
· Contact Risk Management immediately if your club or district receives a copyright infringement notice. Do not ignore the notice. The Program may provide coverage depending on how the copyrighted material was used.
· Use original content created by members, with their permission.
· Before publishing photos or videos of club or district events, make sure the individuals pictured or recorded have agreed to use their image.  When children are pictured or recorded, obtain appropiate consent from a parent or guardian before posting or distributing the content.
· Do not use images, music, videos, articles, or other media unless your club or district has permission or an appropriate license.
· Use approved resources available through the Rotary Brand Center.
· When purchasing images or other media online, use reputable sources and retain documentation showing the club or district's right to use the material. 
Why Older Online Content Can Still Create Risk
Some copyright owners and companies acting on their behalf actively search websites and social media for unauthorized use of copyrighted material. These companies are sometimes referred to as "copyright trolls." They may use automated technology or AI to identify images or other content online and then send infringement notices or monetary demands to the organization that posted the material.
Importantly, content does not have to be newly posted to attract attention. An older photo, newsletter, webpage, or other material that remains accessible online may still be identified. This is why reviewing both current and older content is an important part of reducing your club or district’s exposure.
For additional information, consult the United States Copyright Office website and review the Copyright Infringement & Privacy Guidelines available on the U.S. Rotary Insurance Portal.
	U.S. Rotary Insurance Portal: rotary.hylant.com
Username: rotary@hylant.com  
Password: Rotary1905
The U.S. Rotary Insurance Portal is intended for use only by U.S. Rotary and Rotaract clubs and districts. Please feel free to share the site, username, and password with others in your club or district, but please refrain from posting this information online. The portal serves as the exclusive source for all U.S. Club Program documents, forms, and other materials.
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