
Rotary District 6840 Conference
“Just Add Water” 
May 2-4, 2024
Thursday – May 2nd  
	Time/Location
	Event

	6:00am – 5:00pm

Ballroom Foyer


	Registration officially opens
Registration for the fishing charter opens at 6:00am.

	6:50am

Location: Slip #F3

East side of Golden Nugget Resort
	The Silverdollar III Fishing Excursion (Registration required)
Boat departs at 6:50am- Be on time – No refunds if you miss the boat!
Boat returns around 11:30am


	9:00am-12:00pm
Ground Zero Blues Club -814 Howard Ave, Biloxi

228-235-3377
	Ground Zero Jazz Club (Ticket required)
A warm welcome from the club management.
Agenda - Garde Manger ideas/seafood cooking demonstration with lunch served. Hosted by Executive Chef, BJ Creswell, Ground Zero Blues Club – club owner Morgan Freeman.
Individuals will need to make their own way to the venue.


	1:30pm - 5:30pm
Ballroom Promenade

	Setup for House of Friendship 

	6:30pm - 8:00pm
Golden Nugget

H2O Pool
	Poolside – Meet and greet with Alan Mallory (Ticket required)
Personalized book signing event. “The Family That Conquered Mount Everest”
Hosted by Conference Chair Teresa Johnston.


	6:30pm
Mary Mahoney’s
110 Rue Magnolia
	College of Governors Dinner– (Invitation Only) 


Friday – May 3rd 
	Time
	Event

	8:00am - 3:30pm
Ballroom Foyer


	Registration opens
                                            

	8:30am - 9:00am
Ballroom Foyer

	Pastries and Coffee (Ticket required) 


	8:30am - 3:30pm
Promenade

	House of Friendship 



	9:00am - 9:45am

Ballroom E

	New Member Meet and Greet

Moderator/Speaker, Emily Leitzinger, Governor Nominee Designee
This is a question-and-answer session geared at newer Rotarians. Anyone wanting to know more about Rotary is welcome.


	9:15am - 9:45am

Ballroom C

	Required RI Business Meeting

All club presidents, members of the DAC, and COG are requested to attend.

	9:50am -10:25am

Ballrooms A & B

	Opening Ceremony

EMCEE:  Conference Chair Teresa Johnston 

Welcome and Presentation of Colors – Biloxi High School AFJRROTC Color Guard 
Invocation – Most Reverend Louis F. Kihneman, III Catholic Diocese of Biloxi 

Pledge of Alliance and 4 Way Test – Governor Nominee Designee Emily Leitzinger
Welcome - City of Biloxi Mayor Andrew (Fofo) Gillich 
Welcome - Video welcome, Governor of Mississippi, Tate Reeves 

Welcome - Rotary International President’s Representative Wade Nomura
Welcome - District Governor Vicky Gutierrez
Close- Governor/Chair



	10:25am – 10:40am

Ballroom Foyer 

	Morning Break and House of Friendship Viewing


	10:30am–11:30am

Ballrooms A & B

	Plenary Session One 

EMCEE: Chris Estrade, Assistant Governor
Welcome and Speaker Introduction 
Speaker: Gulfport Port Authority - The Blue Economy – Mr. Jon Nass, CEO 

Door Prizes and Closing 



	11:40am-1:00pm

Ballrooms D & F
	Luncheon - President Elect/President Nominee (Ticket required)
Celebration of Members with 25+ years in Rotary  
Recognition of Members with 40+ years in Rotary

EMCEE: President, Rotary Club of Petal, Phillip Londeree
Welcome 

Governor Elect – Sam Walley
Governor Nominee –Keith Clayton 

Governor Designee – Emily Leitzinger 

Membership Recognitions – Governor Vicky Gutierrez.
Closing 


	1:05pm-2:15pm

Round Island B
Ballroom E
Ballroom C

	Breakout Sessions One 

Speaker: Institute for Marine Mammal Studies (IMMS), Theresa Madrigal
Moderator: Danny Elstrott, Assistant Governor
Speaker: MS Dept of Marine Resources, Joe Spraggins
Moderator: Sparky Welles, Deputy Governor
Speaker: Maritime & Seafood Museum, Elizabeth Alexander
Moderator: Karen Babineaux, District Chair Interact


	2:15pm - 2:40pm
Ballroom Foyer & Ballroom Promenade

	Afternoon Break and House of Friendship Viewing



	2:45pm - 4:00pm

Ballrooms A & B
	Plenary Session Two 
EMCEE: Tom Quinn, Deputy Governor
Welcome and Speaker Introduction
Speaker: Alan Mallory – “The Family That Conquered Mount Everest” 
Door prizes and closing 


	5:30pm - 8:30pm

Point Cadet Plaza
	Friday Night Fabolous Food Festival at Point Cadet
 “Sea Creatures Come Ashore” 



Saturday, May 4th 
	Time
	Event

	7:30am - 3:00pm
Ballroom Foyer

	Registration open


	8:00am - 3:00pm
Ballroom Promenade


	House of Friendship Opens


	8:00am - 9:25am
Ballrooms D & F
	District Breakfast and Club Awards Celebration (Ticket required)
EMCEE: Ace Necaise, Past District Governor
Welcome and Speaker Introduction
Speaker – Representative from Sector Mobile, U.S. COAST GUARD, “Illegal charter fishing in the Gulf of Mexico.” 
Speaker Introduction 
Rotary International President’s Representative – Wade Nomura
District Club Awards/Recognitions –Governor Vicky Gutierrez
Closing 


	9:30am - 10:00am
Ballrooms A & B
	Memorial Service 
Moderator –Don Bryan, Past District Governor


	10:05am - 11:05am
Ballrooms A & B
	Plenary Session Three
EMCEE: Tami Munsch, Deputy Governor
Welcome and Intro of Speaker 
Speaker:  HANWASH - Ryan Rowe, Executive Director of Haiti National Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene Initiative. 
Recognition of HANWASH Donors – District Governor

Door Prizes and Closing 



	11:15am - 11:35am
Ballroom Foyer & Promenade

	Morning Break and House of Friendship Viewing

	11:35am - 12:35pm
Ship Island A
Ship Island B
Ship Island C
	Breakout Sessions Two 

Speaker: Underwater Search and Rescue, Mark Michaud
Moderator: Jon Henderson, Assistant Governor
Speaker: Microplastics in the Water, Dr. Ebenezer Nyiadro
Moderator: Penny Menge, Assistant Governor
Speaker: The Missing Isle of Caprice, Susan Hunt
Moderator: Paul Ellis, Assistant Governor
 

	012:40pm - 2:00pm
Ballrooms D & F
	Luncheon (Ticket required)
EMCEE –Dan Willeman, Deputy Governor
Welcome and Intro of Speaker 
Speaker – Lt. Col Sean Cross, 53 WRS pilot, Hurricane Hunters, Keesler Air Force Base


	2:05pm - 3:15pm
Ship Island A
Ship Island B
Ship Island C
	Breakout Sessions Three 

Speaker: Sand Beach Commission, Trey McKnight
Moderator: Jon Henderson, Assistant Governor
Speaker: World Aquaculture Society, Dr. Reg Blaylock
Moderator: Paul Ellis, Assistant Governor
Speaker: Art FX, Marty Wilson
Moderator: Penny Menge, Assistant Governor
 

	3:15pm - 3:30pm
Ballroom Foyer & Promenade

	Afternoon Break and House of Friendship Viewing



	3:40pm
	House of Friendship Closes



	3:45pm - 4:45pm
Ship Island A
Ship Island B
Ship Island C

	Breakout Sessions Four 

Speaker: Cajun Navy Ground Force, Rob Gaudet
Moderator: Jon Henderson, Assistant Governor

Speaker: Deepwater Horizon – BP oil spill, Bobby Weaver
Moderator: Paul Ellis, Assistant Governor
Speaker: Patrick Pearson, Mississippi Aquarium, Conservation efforts in the water
Moderator: Penny Menge, Assistant Governor
 

	6:00pm
Ballroom Foyer

	Reception Cash Bar


	6:30:pm
Ballrooms A & B

	Presidents and Assistant Governors Line Up – Emily Leitzinger, 
Governor Nominee Designee

	6:45pm - till
Ballrooms D & F
	Governor’s Banquet (Ticket required)
“Water More Precious Than Gold”
Presentation of Club Presidents and Assistant Governors
Agenda provided at event.
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