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Doug McDonald * District Governor                                                                                                                        Issue #4 * October 2017 

 

 

District 5190 “Making a Difference” NewsleƩer 

  On October 24th, World Polio Day will mark historic progress toward a polio-  
  free world, urging community support to end the paralyzing disease.  Your club’s   
  event should be among the thousands to be held by Rotary across the globe on  
  World Polio Day. 
 

  Your club event could be as simple as educating shoppers and asking for contri-   
  butions at a local shopping center, having a photo shoot of your club members at  
  a recognizable location in your community, conducting a polio walk by club   
  members in your town, conducting a polio eradication tribute at a city council  
  meeting, or any number of other attention-getting events that your club mem- 
  bers decide to do. 

 

  Rotary members in District 5190 are among millions reaching out on World Po-
lio Day to raise awareness, funds and support to end polio – a vaccine preventable disease that still threat-
ens children in parts of the world today.    
 

Since Rotary and its partners launched the Global Polio Eradication Initiative nearly 30 years ago, the inci-
dence of polio has plummeted by more than 99.9 percent, from about 350,000 cases a year to just 37 cases 
in 2016. To sustain this progress, and protect all children from polio, Rotary has committed to raising 
US$50 million per year over the next three years in support of global polio eradication efforts. The Bill & 
Melinda Gates Foundation will match Rotary’s commitment 2:1. Without full funding and political commit-
ment, this paralyzing disease could return to previously polio-free countries, putting children everywhere at 
risk.   
 

Rotary has contributed more than US$1.7 billion to ending polio since 1985, including substantial contribu-
tions by the Rotarians in District 5190 Rotary Clubs. 
 

Rotary brings together a global network of volunteer leaders dedicated to tackling the world’s most pressing 
humanitarian challenges. Rotary connects 1.2 million members of more than 35,000 Rotary clubs in over 
200 countries and geographical areas. Their work improves lives at both the local and international levels, 
from helping families in need in their own communities to working toward a polio-free world. Visit endpo-
lio.org for more about Rotary and its efforts to eradicate polio and information on World Polio Day! 
 

We won’t quit until the world is polio-free. 
 

Doug McDonald 

District Governor 2017-18 

Rotary International District 5190 



2 

Check out these 
opportunities to 
have fun and 
contribute to   
Rotary Making a 
Difference in our 
community and 
our world!   
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  What does the Veterans Guest House in Reno and Dis‐
trict 5190 have in common?  Our district/service territories are 
almost idenƟcal.  The Guest House provides temporary lodging 
to U.S. military service veterans and their families while they  
are receiving treatment at any medical facility in the Reno area.  
Veterans from all across the globe are welcome, but most of  
our guests come from towns such as Grass Valley, Elko, Alturas 
and Bishop—and every community in between.  

  The idea for a guest house began more than two decades ago when a mother and her children were discovered sleep‐
ing in their car in the parking lot of the VA Medical Center in Reno. They were supporƟng their loved one who was in the hospi‐
tal, but they had no means to stay in a local motel.  Founders of the Guest House vowed from that moment on, that this would 
never happen again on their watch. Whether a veteran or their family member is in need of medical treatment, the Guest 
House stands ready to remove the burden of lodging from their shoulders. 

  There’s a good chance that you know a veteran or two. There’s also good chance that Reno is the place where they are 
receiving medical treatment.  Whether they are visiƟng the VA Medical Center, or any medical facility in the Reno area, all are 
welcome to stay at the Guest House. Our guests typically live at least 30 miles away from Reno and fall into three categories: 

Veterans receiving outpaƟent care, 

Families of veterans who are hospitalized, and 

        Veterans whose immediate family member is receiving medical treatment as an inpaƟent or outpaƟent.  Anyone who 

has served in our military knows that the family serves, too. 

  Although we ask our guests to make a modest donaƟon to help defray oper‐    

aƟng costs, no one is turned away for lack of funds. We have goƩen to know many of 

our guests, and know that most would not be able to afford lodging. If it were not for 

the Guest House, many would forgo treatments they need, stay in an unsafe place ‐ like 

their car, or take on a significant financial burden.  

 To our knowledge, the Veterans Guest House is the only facility of its kind in 

the country. It is supported completely through the generosity of the private sector and 

all funds stay here in the community. We do not receive government funds or assis‐

tance.  

  With the support from caring individuals, business, and many organizaƟons, the Guest House has been able to provide 

over 70,000 nights of lodging since 1994. The need conƟnues to grow and the Guest House is growing to meet that demand.   

 Late last year, we kicked off a $4.2 million capital campaign 

to build an expansion of our faciliƟes.  The expansion will increase  

our bed count from 17 to 33.  This will allow us to provide more than 

12,000 nights of comfort annually for the veterans and families we 

serve. If you would like to help with this project, please contact us. 

Or, drop in the next Ɵme you are in Reno.  We are at 880 Locust St., 

right across the street from the VA Medical Center.   

 The offer to provide a speaker to your club always stands.  

We’d be happy to inform your members about the Guest House and 

what we do. To learn more about the 

Veterans Guest House,  

visit us online at www.veteransguesthouse.org,  

give us a call at 775‐324‐6958, or schedule a speaker or tour.                                                                 

We are very proud of our “Home Away From Home!” 

Noreen Leary is a Rotarian with the Reno Sunrise Club and CEO of the Veterans Guest House. 

Veterans Guest House in Reno:  Serving Veterans Today, 
Tomorrow and in the Years to Come 
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Want to change Rotary? 

Have you ever thought about something you think would make Rotary beƩer, but those darn 

rules in the Manual of Procedure just get in the way? 

Well, here’s your chance! 

We have nearly three months to prepare and submit proposed legislaƟon for the 2019 Coun‐

cil on LegislaƟon (COL). 

So, what would you propose to change?  Think about it.  Recent legislaƟon from the 2016 COL 

relaxed club aƩendance as well as ‘weekly’ meeƟng requirements along with a host of other 

great ideas to help bring our organizaƟon in line with what Rotarians really want from their 

Rotary brand experience.  Ideas such as these really begin with just one Rotarian or one Rota‐

ry Club. 

Ideas could be proposed by a member of a Club and submiƩed to the District for the approval 

of other Clubs in the District via a vote by mail.  The District then submits this proposal on to 

Rotary InternaƟonal by December 31, 2017 for consideraƟon at the 2019 COL.  Talk about the 

‘power of one’!  It can all start with ONE Rotarian with a great idea.  So, what’s your idea? 

It works like this – Rotary InternaƟonal must receive clubs’ and districts’ proposed legislaƟon 

including confirmaƟon of the District’s endorsement (signed off by DG Doug McDonald) by 

31, December 2017.  Please note that this deadline is strictly enforced and proposed legisla‐

Ɵon received aŌer the deadline will not be considered. 

If you or someone in your club has a good idea, contact me, or PDG Vicki Puliz as we are both 

your District 5190 COL contacts.  We’re available to help you take that great idea all the way 

to proposed legislaƟon.  You could change Rotary for the beƩer….. 

Looking forward to hearing from you soon! 

SubmiƩed by: 

PDG Steve Lewis (steve@sterling‐air.com or 775‐885‐6800) 2017‐20 COL RepresentaƟve 

PDG Vicki Puliz (vickipuliz@puliz.com or 775‐378‐5914) COL Alternate RepresentaƟve  
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          Rotarians in Action!  Yerington                                       
Rotary hosted District Governor  Doug 
McDonald and Assistant Governor Mel 
Foremaster August 29, 2017 at a regularly  
scheduled Rotary meeting.  Doug and  
Club members planted two new trees in    
Mountain View Park in Yerington.  Rotarians and future Rotarians swung into action to get the 
trees added to the row of trees previously planted by Rotary.  Mountain View Park is a City of Yer-
ington facility available to everyone.   Rotary planted trees in the park a couple of years ago as part 
of a Club-wide project.   
 In addition to planting trees, Club members cooked burgers on the grill and brought a varie-
ty of delicious food for a potluck dinner.  We also raised $550 for polio through the auction of a 
pinewood derby car that evening.  Doug is a great auctioneer!   
 
We had a wonderful night and made a small contribution to the RI President’s goal of planting 
one tree for each Rotarian.   
 

Submitted by Yerington Rotary Club 
President Lynda Boody  
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The Achievement Beyond Obstacles (ABO) Program was started by Reno South Rotary, and they were re‐

cently joined by the Rotary Club of Reno, Reno Central Rotary Club and the Rotary Club of Sparks.  It is an 

innovaƟve scholarship program dedicated to students usually overlooked by other programs.   Counselors 

from nearly every high school in Washoe County—currently 20, including charter and private high 

schools—nominate one or more students for this program.  These students have overcome major obsta‐

cles in their lives and will be conƟnuing their educaƟon.  These students usually do not qualify for other 

scholarships, which are typically based upon grades or school parƟcipaƟon. 

The following is what the Rotary Clubs in Area 8 do, but this program can certainly be modified to fit your 

Club and Community.  We would be pleased to talk with you about how you could make this program work 

in your area.  To learn more about this and a program run by the Sebastopol RC, visit our webpage on the 

District website under Service (last item on pull down menu) or click here. (hyperlink to hƩps://

portal.clubrunner.ca/50138/Page/ShowSitePage?Slug=achievement‐beyond‐

obstacles&ClassCode=SitePage)   

Once nominated, students aƩend an intensive 18‐hour weekend Leadership Academy designed to equip 

them with new skills to succeed in school and in life. In addiƟon, they can aƩend a Financial Literacy Work‐

shop, where Rotarians and staff at Truckee Meadows Community College help them complete complicated 

forms that are oŌen a barrier to their obtaining addiƟonal assistance.  They also learn about the actual 

costs of college and trade schools, and are given informaƟon about how to plan and budget.  Babysiƫng 

and translaƟon are also provided for family members who wish to parƟcipate. 

In addiƟon, the Achievement Beyond Obstacles Program has begun a Mentoring component, which uƟlizes 

the Dean’s Future Scholars program at the University of Nevada Reno and Truckee Meadows Community 

College.  AcƟviƟes in this porƟon of the ABO Program include meeƟng with successful college students and 

ABO alumni. 

For more informaƟon or to have someone speak about ABO at your club contact: 

Bill Boon 

whboon@sbcglobal.net 
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________________________________ 

ROTARY MONTH THEMES  

July‐New Rotary Year Starts  

August‐Membership and New Club De‐

velopment Month  

September‐Basic EducaƟon and Literacy  

October‐Economic and Commu‐

nity Development  

November‐Rotary FoundaƟon Month  

December‐Disease PrevenƟon and 

Treatment  

January‐VocaƟonal Service Month  

February‐Peace and Conflict Preven‐

Ɵon/ResoluƟon  

March‐Water and SanitaƟon  

April‐Maternal and Child Health  

May‐Youth Service Month  

June‐Rotary Fellowships Month  

SAVE THE DATE  

October 7, 2017 District Leadership Team Mtg   

October 13‐15, 2017 Rotary Leadership InsƟtute 1 & 

2 ‐Fallon   

October 14, 2017 Outbound RYE Candidates Info 

Due  

October 21, 2017 RYE Inbound OrientaƟon #2  

October 21, 2017 RYE Outbound Briefing MeeƟng  

October 23, 2017 Area 2 FoundaƟon Dinner ‐ Quincy  

October 29, 2017 RYE Inbounds Nevada Day Week‐

end 

November 4, 2017 Area 10 Fdn Dinner –Yerington, 

Area 11 FoundaƟon Dinner –Winnemucca  

SubmiƩed by District Secretary—Randy Van Tassel  
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Rotary & District Officers 2017-2018  

Rotary InternaƟonal           Non‐VoƟng Advisory Board Members  

President:  Ian H.S. Riseley               District Governor Nominee: Randy Van Tassell    

President‐elect:  Barry Rassin        District Governor Nominee Designate:  TBD 

Vice President: Dean Rohrs        District Conference Chairs: Lindy BeaƟe 

Treasurer: Mikael Ahlberg          District ExecuƟve Assistant: Ginny Lewis  

Director Zones 25/26: John MaƩhews  

 

Rotary District 5190 Advisory Board       Assistant Governors            

District Governor: Doug McDonald        Area 1: Fred Autenrieb            

Immediate Past District Governor: John A. Sullivan    Area 2: Pete Hochrein  

District Governor Elect: Tina Spencer‐Mulhern    Area 3: Sherilyn Laughlin  

District Treasurer: Cheryl Zarachoff       Area 4: Dennis Geare  

District Secretary: Randy VanTassel       Area 5: Stacy Graham 

District AdministraƟon: Wyn Spiller       Area 6: Donna Mullens      

Service: MaƩ Cruse           Area 7: Richard Forster 

FoundaƟon: Vic Slaughter          Area 8: Joel Muller & Bret Meich 

Membership: Steve Mestre         Area 9: Bill Kirby  

Youth Service: Lindy & Gordon BeaƟe      Area 10: Mel Foremaster 

CommunicaƟon: Dave Zybert        Area 11: Helen Hankins  

Club AdministraƟon: Larry Harvey         Area 12: Elizabeth & Jim Cavasso  

Public Image: Randy RascaƟ        Area 13: Ramona Delmas  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Rotary District 5190 newsleƩer is published monthly by District Governor Doug McDonald. Submit stories and photographs 

(300 dpi resoluƟon digital images only) to Editor Barbara J. Ross at bross@njuhsd.com by the 20th of the month  

District 5190 

MAKING A DIFFERENCE  
BADGE OF MERIT    
 

This month’s “Making a Difference           

Badge of Merit” goes to Rotary Club of Plymouth‐Foothills, who organizes and hosts 
the Plymouth Farmer's Market every Thursday evening  in a small park in central 
Plymouth in Amador County.  The club has vendors with local produce and products (including President Carl 
McDanel with his Brown's English Toffee and CelƟc Candies), food for sale, a band playing, and a local wine being 
poured alongside the Amador Brewery.  This weekly event is inviƟng for the enƟre county.  You can catch up with friends, kids can 
safely enjoy the park as parents shop and visit with neighbors; the Rotary spirit of friendship and service is everywhere.  The park 
gazebo displays a large Rotary Club of Plymouth‐Foothills emblem  on it.  The event has made a posiƟve impact as it's become the 
place to be on Thursday evening and residents have a more posiƟve feeling about their community because of this great event.  
This club has flourished because of a growing membership in a vibrant club.  New members plus new ideas equals a great club. 
Thank you, Plymouth‐Foothills Rotary!  WELL DONE! 


