Rotary’s End Polio Now Program Fast Facts
Great for social media!
-By the time the world is truly polio-free, Rotary will have contributed in excess of $2.2 billion, including $985 million in matching funds from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation.
-Rotary is the leading non-governmental voluntary organization contributor to the Global Polio Eradication Initiative.
-Rotary volunteers provide support during vaccination campaigns, mobilize their communities for polio eradication activities, raise funds and awareness for eradication, and advocate for the cause with government entities. More than one million Rotarians worldwide have contributed toward the success of the polio eradication effort.
-It is estimated that we will need $7 billion to fully implement the Polio Eradication and Endgame Strategic Plan, which started in 2013 to help us spring to the finish.
-Rotary provides grant funding to the World Health Organization and UNICEF for the following activities:
Technical assistance including salaries for technical advisors
Operational support to ensure the vaccine reaches all children; including stipends for the millions of volunteers who administer the vaccine and perform house-to-house follow up visits
Surveillance for disease detection, including the polio laboratory network
Social mobilization to raise awareness of the vaccination campaigns and the benefits of immunization
Research into new products and approaches to facilitate eradication
Transition planning to ensure the orderly transition of polio immunization activities to routine immunization following the eradication of polio.

-To date, 122 countries around the world have benefited from PolioPlus grants.
-Since Rotary committed to eradicating polio in 1988, more than 17.4 million people, who would otherwise have been paralyzed, are walking because they were immunized. More than 650,000 paralytic cases of polio are now prevented every year.
-If polio is not eradicated, within 10 years, as many as 200,000 children could be paralyzed by it annually. A polio-free world will be safer for all children, everywhere.
-Since 1988, more than 2.5 billion children have received the oral polio vaccine.
-In 2017 alone, more than 430 million children were vaccinated in 39 countries, using almost two billion doses of oral polio vaccine.
-There were 22 cases of wild polio virus in 2017.
-It costs an average of $3 to protect a child against polio, which includes the cost of the vaccine and the activities required to deliver the vaccine – such as transportation, stipends for vaccinators, carriers/coolers, chalk to mark houses after each visit, and dye to paint children’s fingers purple to indicate they have been vaccinated. 
-A child must receive multiple doses of polio vaccine to be fully protected and therefore must be reached multiple times. Their pinkies are dyed dark purple to indicate they have been recently vaccinated.
-In 1988 there were 125 endemic countries. In 2017 there were three – Nigeria, Pakistan and Afghanistan.
-210 countries/territories/areas are now free from indigenous polio. 145 have been certified polio-free by independent commissions, representing 90% of the world’s population. In March 2014, the WHO Southeast Asia Region was certified polio-free, joining the Americas, the Western Pacific and European regions. 
-As long as wild polio virus is transmitted somewhere in the world, the risk of international spread of the virus remains. New outbreaks have occurred, with rapid response to stop them, and underscore the importance of truly making our world polio-free.
-Rotary is the leader of a coalition to advocate for increased contributions by the US government to support global polio eradication. The other members include the United Nations Foundation, Task Force for Global Health, US Fund for UNICEF, American Academy of Pediatrics and the March of Dimes.
-An area/country/territory will be deemed polio-free when no wild polio virus has been detected for at least three years.
-It is estimated that the economic benefit to eradicating polio would be as much as $50 billion over the approximate 45 years of work.
-The US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention estimates that more than $640 million per year is spent immunizing children in the US against polio.
-There are three types of wild polio virus:
Type 2 wild polio virus last occurred in October 1999 and was certified eradicated in September 2015
Type 3 wild polio virus has not been found since November 2012, suggesting that only Type 1 wild polio virus continues to circulate
[bookmark: _GoBack]-When giving polio vaccinations, vitamin a supplements are also given, preventing an estimated 1.5 million childhood deaths. Vitamin A deficiency can lead to blindness, increased risk of infection, and 25% greater risk of dying from childhood diseases such as measles, malaria and diarrhea.
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