FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Filling Our Pantries with Hope: Rotary District 6420 Exceeds Food Donation Goal by Over 550%

[Location], [Date] – Rotary District 6420 is proud to announce the incredible success of its district-wide service project, "Filling Our Pantries with Hope." Spearheaded by District Governor Dave Emerick, the initiative challenged each Rotary club in the district to donate 20 pounds of food per member, aiming for a total of 28,000 pounds of food donations. Thanks to the overwhelming generosity and dedication of Rotarians, the final results surpassed all expectations, with a staggering 155,343 pounds of food donated – achieving 554.84% of the original goal.

Thirty Rotary clubs participated in this ambitious project, contributing an average of 5,178 pounds of food per club. This tremendous effort highlights the power of collective action and the unwavering commitment of Rotarians to serve their communities.

When asked about the inspiration behind this service project, District Governor Emerick shared, “When I was deciding on the type and structure of the 2023-2024 district-wide service project, I knew that I wanted it to be something that would have a large impact. Since everyone needs food, I felt supporting our area food banks and food pantries was the right project at the right time. Hence, the ‘Filling Our Pantries with Hope’ service project was created.”

Reflecting on the project’s success, Emerick added, “I am humbled and excited by the generosity and support for this project by Rotarians throughout District 6420. Given a goal, Rotarians will always strive to exceed the task at hand by providing ‘Service Above Self.’ As the Number One service organization in the world, making a large and lasting impact is just what we as People of Action do every day in our communities and around the world. I would like to thank everyone who led, participated, and embraced this meaningful endeavor. Together, we ‘CREATED HOPE’ for many people in our towns and cities.”

About Rotary
Rotary unites a global network of volunteer leaders dedicated to tackling the world’s most pressing humanitarian challenges and creating lasting change. Rotary connects 1.4 million people of action from more than 46,000 Rotary clubs in almost every country in the world. Their service improves lives both locally and internationally, from helping those in need in their own communities to working toward a polio-free world. For more information, visit [Rotary.org](https://www.rotary.org).
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