
 
 

 
 

District “COVID-19” $1,000 Grant - Club Project Ideas 
 
 
Many members of Rotary District 7070 are already addressing the many community and international issues that 
have been caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. Thank you! 
 
In order to encourage every Rotary and Rotaract club to undertake a COVID-19 response project and to support 
those already underway, up to $1,000 in matching funding (1:1) has been allocated from our District Grant budget 
for every Rotary and Rotaract club in District 7070. This budget comes from the money we raise in support of   
The Rotary Foundation, and grants are governed by terms and conditions of the Foundation.  
 
While only “qualified” Rotary clubs may apply for a District Grant, Rotaract clubs may also work in partnership with 
a Rotary club on a project. In this case, a Rotary club may receive up to $2,000 in matching funds (can be one 
combined project or a two different projects). Please direct questions about District Grant to Lars Henriksson at 
lars@norditrade.com and/or see the Foundation Grants page on the District website for the application form with 
guidelines, qualification requirements etc.  
 
 
Looking for project ideas? Here are 5 easy projects to consider.  
 
1. Contact your local food bank or soup kitchen and ask them what they need. This might include specific 

food/hygiene items, personal protective equipment, and money to bulk purchase items. 
 

2. Purchase grocery store gift cards. Consider purchasing grocery store gift cards. These can be used by food 
banks, drop-in centres, school boards, etc. Talk to your community partners about their needs.  
 

3. Purchase and/or sew face masks. $2,000 will purchase the materials to make 2,000 cloth face masks. For 
more information on making face masks please contact Rotarian Maureen Bird at 
maureen.bird@rotarytoronto.com or by cell at (416) 804-3726. 
 

4. Donate to the Honouring Indigenous Peoples (HIP) COVID 19 Fund. “HIP is a nation-wide partnership 
between Indigenous Peoples and Rotarians. In 2014, Rotarians in Southern Ontario initiated an action group to 
consult with Indigenous People to understand what Rotarians could focus on that would make a positive impact 
for Indigenous Peoples in Canada. As Indigenous and Non-Indigenous partners, we are committed to working 
together. We encourage and support relationship building between Rotary Clubs and Indigenous communities. 
As we discover shared purposes, values and how to better support one another, we will be building a better 
country.”  
 

More information about the COVID-19 fund is available on HIP’s Canada Helps page and from John Currie, 
Pickering Rotarian and Executive Director of HIP at john.currie@pickeringrotary.ca 
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5.  Donate to ShelterBox Canada, a Rotary International Project Partner. “COVID-19 is one of the biggest 
threats to humanity right now. Like you, ShelterBox is concerned about the impact COVID-19 is having on our 
lives and the world around us. Those living in refugee camps or in makeshift settlements are particularly 
vulnerable. Millions of displaced families are living in overcrowded settlements where sanitation is poor, social 
distancing impossible, and access to basic services is severely limited. 
 

Providing emergency shelter and other essential items after disaster not only helps families recover but can also 
offer a place where families can be together away from others in the midst of a COVID-19 outbreak. ShelterBox 
has adjusted our aid and rate of distribution to help flatten the curve of the virus globally. We are doing this by 
providing soap and basins as well as health education materials. We are also working to amplify our 
deployments to ensure more families are able to stay safe and are provided with the ability to social-isolate.” 
 
For more information on making a donation to ShelterBox please go to the Shelterbox website or contact Tess 
Widdifield, Toronto Twilight Rotarian and Acting Executive Director of ShelterBox Canada at 
tesswiddifield@shelterboxcanada.org. 

 

Rotary’s Six Areas of Focus – District 7070 Co-ordinators 

In Rotary District 7070, we have a co-ordinator for each of Rotary’s six Areas of Focus. These are Rotarians with a 
wealth of knowledge and expertise to share. For assistance with a COVID-19 or other project, please reach out to 
the appropriate person as indicated below. Please also share what your club is doing in these areas!  

• Peace and Conflict Prevention/Resolution  
o  Ian Lancaster, Rotary Club of Campbellford 
o Email: 7070.rotar.ian@gmail.com Phone: (905) 349-3933 

 

• Disease Prevention and Treatment 
o Charles (Chuck) Taylor, Rotary Club of Uxbridge 
o  Email: oakbridge@zing-net.ca Phone (905) 642-4857 

 

• Water and Sanitation 
o Richard Mewhinney, Rotary Club of Newmarket 
o Email: rmewhinney@rogers.com Phone: (416) 418-6646 

 

• Maternal and Child Health 
o Maureen Bird, Rotary Club of Toronto 
o Email: maureen.bird@rotarytoronto.com Phone: (416) 804-3726 

 

• Basic Education and Literacy 
o Joan Barrett, Rotary Club of Scarborough 
o Email: j-d-barrett@rogers.com Phone: (647) 284-4802 

 

• Economic and Community Development 
o Khalid Hasan, Rotary Club of North York 
o Email: khalid.hasan@resint.ca Phone: (647) 537-2444 
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