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Here is a very preliminary list of potential collaborating partners for discussion at our September 30 meeting.  Pages 1-2 is a list of organizations.  Starting on page 3 I started adding some additional context or information about some of the organizations.  I can add more information about each after getting some direction from our discussion.

1)  Mississippi Park Connection
Ellen Reed, Executive Director, is an organizational member of the Twin Cities Rotary EcoClub (Rotary EcoClub) along with 3 associate members
They work closely with the National Park Service
https://parkconnection.org/ 

2)  National Park Service
Chris Stein, Chief of Heritage Areas and Partnerships in the Midwest Region, is a member of the Rotary EcoClub
Chris works closely with, and offices with, Mississippi Park Connection
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/heritageareas/index.htm 

3)  Monarch Joint Venture
Wendy Caldwell, Executive Director, is an organizational member of the Rotary EcoClub along with 3 associate members
https://monarchjointventure.org/ 

4)  Environmental Sustainability Rotary Action Group (ESRAG)
Tim Connors, Eden Prairie Noon Rotary Club is on the board of directors of ESRAG
Steve Solbrack, Rotary EcoClub, is a past director of ESRAG
Chris Stein, Rotary EcoClub, is the founder and leader of Operation Pollination, an ESRAG task force
https://esrag.org/ 

5)  Freshwater Society
Kris Meyer, Rotary EcoClub member, retired from Freshwater Society in June
https://freshwater.org/ 

6)  Rotary Clubs with a focus on the environment
Maple Grove, MN – Very active club environment committee with numerous environmental projects
Eden Prairie Noon, MN – Annual EcoExpo event in April at Eden Prairie Center Mall
Duluth Superior Eco, MN/WI – Very active with numerous environmental projects

7)  US Fish & Wildlife Service
Mara Koenig, Senior Public Affairs Specialist
https://www.fws.gov/ 

8)  Friends of the Mississippi River
Whitney Clark, Executive Director
https://fmr.org/ 

9)  Mississippi Watershed Management Organization
Abby Moore, Outreach Program Manager
https://www.mwmo.org/ 

10)  Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
Christina Locke, Pollinator Conservation Coordinator
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/ 

11)  Three Rivers Park District
Angela Grill, Wildlife Biologist
https://www.threeriversparks.org/ 

12)  The Nature Conservancy, MN, SD, ND
Rick Biske, Director of Water and Land Protection
https://www.nature.org/en-us/about-us/where-we-work/united-states/minnesota/ 


Operation Clean Water 2026 – Multi-District Earth Day Project
Additional Information - Potential Collaborating Partners

1)  Mississippi Park Connection
They connect people to the Mississippi River through youth education, environmental stewardship, and public programs in partnership with the National Park Service.

2)  National Park Service
Chris Stein is a member of the Rotary EcoClub and passionate about pollinator habitat.  He has a wide range of close connections and relationships with many environmental non-profit organizations.

3)  Monarch Joint Venture
Their primary focus is on pollinator and prairie habitat.  Pollinator and prairie habitat is used to create buffer zones along rivers, lakes and other waterways.  This habitat also allows rainwater to soak into the ground to replenish aquifers instead of running off into waterways.
I have talked to Wendy and she is very interested in participating if given the opportunity.

4)  Environmental Sustainability Rotary Action Group (ESRAG)
ESRAG had a significant presence in the House of Friendship in Calgary and will almost certainly have a significant presence in Minneapolis in 2028
They have communications channels to reach out to over 2,000 Rotarians
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