Before sending your letter, remember to review the guidelines of the media outlets you’ll send the letter to, and follow the instructions for submitting it. Consider designating one person from your district or region, such as the Rotary public image coordinator or End Polio Now coordinator, to write and submit the letter. Finally, personalize the letter by including actions that you or your club or district have taken, or will take, to support polio eradication. Please remove this text box before submitting your letter to a media outlet.

Suggested Subject Line: In an Era of Global Health Challenges, Vaccine-Preventable Diseases Like Polio Remain a Threat (BODY COPY WORD COUNT-217) 
While tremendous progress has been made against vaccine-preventable diseases, in this era of global health challenges—from reduced funding to competing priorities to the proliferation of anti-vaccine sentiment—we’re at risk for the resurgence of diseases like polio. 
Although Rotary and its Global Polio Eradication Initiative (GPEI) partners have reduced polio cases by 99.9 percent worldwide thanks to large-scale immunization campaigns, Afghanistan and Pakistan continue to report cases of wild polio. Meanwhile, outbreaks of other vaccine-preventable diseases like measles are occurring worldwide.
These diseases anywhere are a threat everywhere, including to America. Recent polio detections in Europe, Papua New Guinea, and the U.S. (New York)--and global measles outbreaks--demonstrate that these viruses know no boundaries. Un- and undervaccinated populations around the world remain vulnerable to contracting these potentially deadly diseases.	Comment by Stephanie Graff: I.O.s to change threat reference country/region as appropriate.
The recent renewal of the longstanding Gates Foundation partnership with Rotary through 2029—which will amount to up to US$450 million—provides critical funding for polio eradication efforts, however further financial and political support is critically needed to end polio for good. 
That’s why, on World Polio Day, 24 October, I urge readers to join me in championing immunization and publicly supporting polio eradication. Visit endpolio.org to learn what actions you can take to help stop the spread of vaccine-preventable diseases and achieve a polio-free world.
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