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        My father was such a gen-
erous man, he would give you the 
shirt off his back. If you needed a 
job, he would offer you one. He just 
loved seeing people enjoying them-
selves,” said Michelle C. Higgins, 
RN, about her father, the late Joe 
Cicero. “When I was very young, 
he was diagnosed with throat can-
cer but we didn’t really talk about it 
back then. I certainly didn’t under-
stand what he was going through to 
provide meals for us while under-
going treatment.”
      Joe Cicero survived that earlier 
bout with cancer but succumbed to 
colorectal cancer in 2014. He had 
started Polar Bear Refrigeration 
and Air Conditioning in Kingston 
and later moved his business and 
his family to Cape May, NJ. His 
daughter Michelle is a Registered 
Nurse who works in the Oncol-
ogy Department of a local hospital. 
She is married to Doug Higgins the 
Chief of Police in Dallas Township 
and    together   they    have    three

children.
     “We were invited to a 
cancer ministry training 
program sponsored by the 
Cancer Institutes of America 
and we decided to go,” said 
Michelle of the program 
that aims to help church or-
ganizations start their own 
cancer ministry programs. 
“It was a very extensive 
training program and we do 
provide seminars to church 
groups but we decided to 
take it a step further.”   Doug 
and Michelle have started 
their own 501(c)3 nonprofit 
organization called CBH 
(Christ Brings Hope) Ministry and 
Cancer Foundation. The mission 
of CBH Ministry is to Make a Dif-
ference and to help those who may 
be struggling from the challenges 
that a cancer diagnosis may bring. 
It doesn’t matter to the founders of 
CBH if the struggles are spiritual, 
emotional, physical, or financial, 
they are there to offer help and 
hope. 
    “One of the things we do is to pro-
vide  HOPE   in  either  a  gift jar or 

a bag,” said Michelle who provides 
these    gifts   to    local     hospitals,
                      Continued on page 3
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We Care. 
Help Support our
Back Mountain 

Businesses & 
Shop Local.

Deadline for the March issue of the 
Back Mountain Community News is 
Wednesday, February 24 at 9:00 am.

Please note: Due to some email concerns with Comcast not always 
being reliable, if you send an email to:

communitynews123@comcast.net and you receive a return
message undeliverable - please forward to 

lisapretko@icloud.com 

News from the Back Mountain Food Pantry
     The Back Mountain Food Pantry is open and continues to serve residents 
of the Dallas and Lake-Lehman School Districts. Are you or someone you 
know in need of food due to economic conditions or other hardship? We are 
here to help. The Back Mountain Food Pantry works in conjunction with 
CEO and the Weinberg Food Bank. We are located in the lower level of the 
Trucksville Methodist Church Educational Building, Knob Road, Trucks-
ville. Please call us at 570-696-2917 for more information.
     If you would like to help provide for others in our community, donations 
of nonperishable food may be dropped off at Hilbert’s Tractor Store in Dal-
las, Cook’s Pharmacy in Shavertown, and St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in 
Dallas during regular business hours. 
     If you are interested in working as a volunteer with our dedicated staff be 
certain to give us a call.

Misericordia students qualify for 
Dean’s list
     Students at Misericordia University qualify for the dean’s list with a 3.55 
grade point average or higher. The following students were named to the 
dean’s list for the Fall 2020 semester: Nicole Apodaca, Dallas, PA; Paige 
Boyle, Dallas, PA; Carly Cavanaugh, Dallas, PA; Jarod Cipriano, Dallas, 
PA; Kyle Dooner, Dallas, PA; Jacqueline Dottor, Dallas, PA; Rileigh El-
lis, Dallas, PA; Aftin Felkowski, Dallas, PA; Ashlynn Fitzgerald, Dallas, 
PA; Desirae Garnett, Dallas, PA; Micayla Grey, Dallas, PA; Erica Haefele, 
Dallas, PA; Eric Jeffries, Dallas, PA; Conall Joyce, Dallas, PA; Makenzie 
Kapitula, Dallas, PA; Jessica Knowles, Dallas, PA; Justin Marshall, Dallas,
PA; Stacy Mccarter, Dallas, PA; Jared McGuire, Dallas, PA; Matthew My-
ers, Dallas, PA; Olivia  Panzer, Dallas, PA; Sara Reichold, Dallas, PA; Pey-
ton Ross, Dallas, PA; Jacob Stritzinger, Dallas, PA; Emma Sweitzer, Dal-
las, PA; Samantha Sweizer, Dallas, PA; Rayna Swida, Dallas, PA; Jacob 
Thomas, Dallas, PA; Kaitlyn Van Etten, Dallas, PA; Olivia Vnuk, Dallas, 
PA; and John Zardecki, Dallas Township, PA.

Lentin meals 
planned at the 
Northmoreland 
Township Vol. 
Fire Company
     The Northmoreland Township 
Volunteer Fire Company resumes 
Lentin meals on Friday, February 
26, and Friday, March 26. Mainly 
a takeout meal with limited eat-in 
seating. Meals are as follows: Had-
dock, Fries and Coleslaw $9.00. 
Crab Cake, Fries and Coleslaw 
$9.00. Shrimp, Fries and Coleslaw 
$9.00. Combo pc. of  Haddock, 
Crab cake and Shrimp, Fries and 
Coleslaw $ 9.00.
     Also the following will be for 
sale: Homemade Haluski, New 
England Clam Chowder, and Man-
hatten Clam Chowder.
      For information call the fire 
hall the day of the sale at: 570-333-
4911.
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it,” said Michelle. “I went in to see 
the patient, too, and we cried togeth-
er as she looked at the encouraging 
notes and scripture passages. When 
you can just bring hope, even if it’s 
for just one person, it makes a dif-
ference. That’s what we want to do. 
That’s who my dad was.”
   Donations can be mailed to: CBH 
Ministry and Cancer Foundation, 
P.O. Box 281, Dallas, PA 18612.

Above: Doug and Michelle Higgins, delivering gifts of hope and making a difference in people’s lives.  

Continued from front page.

doctors’ offices, infusion centers, 
and churches. They are given to pa-
tients who are receiving chemother-
apy. The Jars and Bags of HOPE 
contain encourage - mints, an ink 
pen and word search, tissues, lip 
balm, and are topped with a beauti-
ful artificial flower. “We fill the bag 
with little things to help encourage 
them,” said Michelle. “We add en-
couraging cards to show someone 
is thinking of you and praying for 
you.”
        Michelle has been filling and 
distributing these gifts with all of 
the encouraging scripture passages 
and notes while she gives full credit 
to Doug for the paperwork involved 
in creating and operating a 501(c)3. 
“He is a good guy. Whatever I ask 
of him he does,” said Michelle. “We 
are blessed and fortunate to have the 
jobs we have.”
      The CBH Ministry and Can-
cer Foundation is nonprofit and de-
pends on the generosity of others to 
provide help to families. “We may 
be contacted by a local church ask-
ing for financial aid for someone. 
We can provide a gift card for gro-
ceries or a gift card for gas. We try 
to help in any way that we can,” said 
Michelle, of the organization they 
started this past July. 
         “We started with our own funds 
but we have done some fundraisers 
to help.     The community has been
very                                 supportive.

I didn’t want to ask because every-
one is struggling but no one said no. 
That really means so much to us.”        
One recent fundraiser was the result 
of a donation of a number of beauti-
ful travel rosaries. CBH was able to 
find sponsors for all of those rosa-
ries but may be offering them again 
in the near future. 
      CBH is holding a Valentine’s 
Day Fundraiser in which three lucky 
winners will each receive a $100 gift 
certificate for dinner, a dozen roses, 
and assorted Hot Chocolate Bombs. 
The chocolates were donated by a 
friend who wishes to remain anony-
mous but the roses are coming from 
Evans King Floral of Forty Fort. The  
dinner certificates are to PRIME at 
City Market in Dallas, Ruths Chris 
Steakhouse in Wilkes-Barre, or to 
the Beaumont Inn in Dallas. Tick-
ets are available at Beynon Beau-
tiful, a hair salon on the Memorial 
Highway in Dallas. You can also 
find tickets on the CBH Ministry 
and Cancer Foundation Facebook 
page. The Facebook page is also a 
great source for encouraging words 
and pictures. CBH has a website at 
www.cbhministry.com. 
     For those of you who would like 
to help Doug and Michelle make 
a difference in the life of someone 
with cancer, you can send a dona-
tion directly to them at: P.O. Box 
281, Dallas, PA  18612. You can 
also request on Facebook that your 
friends contribute to a “Facebook 
Birthday    Fund raiser”   or    CBH 

Ministry and Cancer Foundation 
can be listed in lieu of flowers on a 
funeral notice. 
      CBH has recently received dona-
tions of chemo caps which are used 
by cancer patients who lose their 
hair while undergoing chemothera-
py. Michelle has provided some of 
those to area churches and to Bey-
non Beautiful for distribution. In ad-
dition, CBH received a donation of

25 port pillows  that are helpful to a 
patient who receives chemo through 
a port. Go to the CBH Ministry 
Facebook page for more informa-
tion about these items.
       “One of the aides working in the 
oncology department brought a Jar 
of HOPE into the room of an elderly 
female patient who started crying 
when she opened it. Then the aide 
was   crying as  she  told  me  about
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The SAL (Sons of the American Legion) Daddow-Isaacs Dallas Amer-
ican Legion Post 672 recently made a donation of $300 to the Back 
Mountain Memorial Library.  The Legion has supported the library 
since its founding.  Since the advent of the covid epidemic the library 
has still provided services to the Back Mountain residents while un-
dertaking some major renovations.  Librarian Martha Butler praises 
her staff and over-sees  the renovations.  Clarence J. Michael, Post 672 
Historian, and patron of the library presented a check and a thank you 
letter to Martha Butler.  The library was founded by the WW II veter-
ans when they returned from their service. Shown in photo above are: 
Clarence J. Michael, and head librarian, Martha Butler.

The SAL (Sons of the American Legion) 
Daddow-Isaacs Dallas American Legion 

Post 672 recently made a donation of 
$300 to the Back Mountain 

Memorial Library

News from the Back 
Mountain Memorial 
Library
       The Library is currently closed  to the 
public, but please check our website for 
updates on our status.  We will continue to 
provide books and materials to our patrons 
through curbside pick-up.  Items through-
out the Luzerne County Library System 
are available, as well.  Request your items 
by calling the Library and speaking to a 
staff member, or you can place your holds 
online from home.
       The Slightly Read Bookstore will con-
tinue to be open, but with reduced hours 
and days.  We recommend that you call 
before coming to verify that they will be 
able to serve you.
       The Children’s Room is deep in plans 
for welcoming Spring with stories and 
accompanying crafts.  Our craft kits let 
you say goodbye to Winter and hello to 
Spring.  We provide all the supplies to 
make robins, shamrocks, flowering trees, 
and more!  Check the Children’s Room 
Facebook page for more information as it 
becomes available.  The virtual stories are 
released every Wednesday starting Febru-
ary 10.
      The Library renovations are proceed-
ing with dispatch.  Soon we will be en-
joying our beautiful, more spacious, more 
handicapped-accessible building.  Please 
understand there may be temporary in-
conveniences and short closures as the 
work proceeds.  Thank you for your un-
derstanding! Contact us at 570-675-1182. 
And find so much more at our website at 
www.backmountainlibrary.org.

Family Service Association of Northeastern Pennsylvania (FSA) 
is excited to announce that John Thalenfeld of Trion Industries 
made a generous gift of $25,000 to FSA’s as a part of its 125th 
Anniversary Annual Giving Campaign.  Mr. John Thalenfeld 
of Trion Industries, noted, “I’ve contributed to Family Services 
for over 30 years because they do so many great things to help 
the community. Best known for Helpline, they also provide pro-
grams for Guardianship, Counseling, Anger Management, Bat-
terers Intervention, Family Reunification, Family Finding and 
many others. Their programs combined with the dedicated staff 
who administer them help make NEPA a better place to live for 
us all”.  Gertrude C. McGowan, Esq., Chief Executive Officer, 
of the Family Service Association of Northeastern Pennsylvania, 
which oversees PA 211 NE, stated, “the entire Thalenfeld Fam-
ily has been incredible supporters of FSA for generations. John 
Thalenfeld tirelessly supports each of FSA’s events and is un-
paralleled in his generosity with FSA employees, as a Trustee, 
as Board Member, and in his philanthropy.” The Family Ser-
vice Association of Northeastern Pennsylvania was established 
in 1895 by a group of involved and concerned members of the 
community to provide diverse services to children, individu-
als, seniors, and families empowering them to achieve their full 
potential through building healthier relationships and stronger 
communities.  

John Thalenfeld supports 
Family Service Association
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Rotary Auction 
for Charity
     The 42 Rotary Clubs of District 
7410, who support and help fund 
community projects in all or part of 
10 counties in Northeastern Penn-
sylvania, are sponsoring a virtual si-
lent auction online starting on Mon-
day, February 1, and culminating 
at 5 p.m. Sunday, March 14, with 
scores of donated items up for bid 
throughout the process.
       The lists of items include jew-
elry, vacation or weekend getaways, 
ski passes, tickets to professional 
sporting events and even profes-
sional services such as an attorney, 
an insurance agency and others.
    Visit Trellis.org/RotaryAuction 
for a look at the variety of items up 
for bid.  Once the bidding starts on 
February 1, 2021, bidders and pro-
spective bidders may return to the 
site for a real-time appraisal of the 
bidding for items of interest until 
the bidding ends at 5 p.m. on March 
14.  Please join us to help us make a 
difference in our communities.

HELP WANTED
Person to do yard work and 

maintenance on large property 
on regular basis. 

Dallas between Harveys Lake 
and Route 309.

Call  570-849-0235

Food Pantry in 
Sweet Valley open
     The new food pantry in Sweet Val-
ley, located inside the Church of Christ 
on Main Road in Sweet Valley will be 
open to those in need of food on the 
first Friday of each month. Food do-
nations are also being accepted.  For 
more information call 570-477-2320.

Email your community news
 information and photos to:

Back Mountain Community News at: 
communitynews123@comcast.net. 

To read the paper online free of charge, 
visit: www.communitynewsonline.net. 

For advertising information call 
570-674-7772. 

Serving the community for
over 15 years with 
All Good News ... 

Where Community Matters.

The SAL (Sons of the American Legion) Daddow-Isaacs Post 672 Dal-
las  recently gave a donation of $300 to the Back Mountain Food Pan-
try. Adjutant  John Emil, Sr.,  stated, “We enjoy making donations to 
the community, especially in these trying times.” After many years of 
dedicated service to the SAL, John is stepping down as SAL Adjutant.  
He and Tom Considine, President, increased membership and expand-
ed donations to the Back Mountain community.  Commander Darlene 
Kupstas thanked them for their service and added that they will be 
sorely missed.  The SAL also donated  monies to the Noxen Food Pan-
try and the Dallas Mayor’s Fund. 
Shown in photo above are:  Carol Eyet, Food Bank Coordinator, Ned 
Poedehl, and Clarence J. Michael, Historian.

The SAL (Sons of the American Legion) 
Daddow-Isaacs Post 672 Dallas
recently gave a donation to the 
Back Mountain Food Pantry

Misericordia 
students earn 
degrees
       The following are local Mi-
sericordia University students who 
were candidates for the degrees list 
below in December 2020. Nicole 
Apodaca, Dallas, Business Ad-
ministration, BS; Zachary Dottor, 
Dallas, Health Science, BS; Mary 
Elena Dziadosz, Dallas, Medical 
Imaging, BS; Olivia Evans, Dallas, 
Health Science, BS; Anita Holmes, 
Dallas, Communications, BA; Jus-
tin Marshall, Dallas, Business Ad-
ministration, BS; Jeremy Peters, 
Dallas, Organizational Manage-
ment, MS; Mary Phillips, Dallas, 
Organizational Management, MS; 
Jacob Stritzinger, Dallas, Business 
Administration, BS.

Bingo planned
     Northmoreland Township Volun-
teer Fire Company will have Mon-
day Night Bingo on Monday, Feb-
ruary 1, and Monday, February 15. 
Start time: 6:30 PM. Doors to hall 
open and kitchen begins serving at 
5:00 PM. Where everyone still gets 
lucky! Please support your local 
volunteers!    
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agencies which her committee over-
sees.
       For more information about 
this committee, or any other state-
related issue, contact Boback’s Dal-
las district office at 570-675-6000 
or her Tunkhannock office at 570-
836-4777.  Information can also be 
found on her website at Rep.Bo-
back.com.

Boback First Woman Appointed Chair of House Veterans Affairs and 
Emergency Preparedness Committee
       Rep. Karen Boback (R-Lacka-
wanna/Luzerne/Wyoming) has been 
appointed as the first woman chair-
man of the House Veterans Affairs 
and Emergency Preparedness Com-
mittee by Speaker Bryan Cutler (R-
Lancaster) for the 2021-22 session. 
Boback was recently sworn into 
her eighth term in the Pennsylvania 
House of Representatives.
      “I am proud to be part of a team 
of strong legislative leaders who 
support our Commonwealth,” Bo-
back said. “It is my honor to have 
Speaker Cutler’s and my fellow 
members’ continued trust and sup-
port with the chairmanship of this 
important    standing    committee.”

  The House Veterans Affairs and 
Emergency Preparedness Commit-
tee oversees legislation concerning 
public safety, emergency planning 
and preparedness, 911 emergency 
telephone services, fire and emer-
gency medical services response 
and training, PA National Guard 
and military/veterans issues, nucle-
ar power plant safety and response 
programs, flood response and miti-
gation programs, hazardous mate-
rial planning and response, emer-
gency communication systems, and 
homeland security and safety pro-
grams and initiatives.
     “In the district, I have made veter-
ans   and   their   needs  a priority,” 

Boback explained. “I have held 
veterans’ outreach in our offices, as 
well as organized mobile veterans 
counseling outreach.”  Boback has 
held 13 annual veterans’ recogni-
tion events and expos. She is also an 
active member on the Gino J. Merli 
Veterans’ Center Advisory Coun-
cil. She has hosted several fire and 
EMS seminars to keep emergency 
responders in her district up to date 
on current emergency services laws 
and programs. 
        In the upcoming legislative ses-
sion, Boback is eager to work with 
her colleagues in the House and 
Senate, as well as all of the stake-
holder    organizations    and    state 

To place a classified ad in the 
Back Mountain Community News, 

mail your $10 prepayment and adver-
tisement to: Back Mountain 

Community News, P.O. Box 430,
Dallas, PA 18612. For more info., email 

communitynews123@comcast.net
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Winter Safety Tips to Help Kids and 
Families Stay Injury-Free
       Safe Kids Pennsylvania reminds parents to keep an eye out and 
avoid preventable injuries during the winter
          Winter is a time when there is a risk of injuries in a variety of ar-
eas, from winter sports to home fires. Research shows that young children 
are particularly vulnerable to injuries from winter sports like skiing, snow-
boarding and sledding.  Additionally, parents might unintentionally create 
unsafe environments for children out of concern for keeping their infants 
and toddlers warm during the colder weather.
     Safe Kids PA recommends the following tips for winter safety. Car 
Seats and Winter Coats. We know you want your little ones to be warm, but 
please don’t buckle your child into a car seat while they are wearing a bulky 
coat. The puffiness of the coat creates extra space between the harness and 
your child, which puts your child at a greater risk of injury in the event of a 
crash. Instead, use a blanket to keep your child warm, or lay the jacket over 
your children like a blanket once they’re safely secured.
       Sleep Safety. Extra blankets can seem so cozy in a baby’s crib but soft 
bedding can block a baby’s airway during sleep. A firm mattress covered 
with a tight-fitting crib sheet is all you need for your baby to sleep well. If 
you’re worried about keeping your baby warm on those cold winter nights, 
try using a sleep sack (wearable blanket) and save the blankets for when 
baby is older. Additionally, remember to always have baby sleep alone, on 
their backs, in a crib (or similar flat item, like a bassinette or pack ‘n play).
      Winter Sports. Kids love to push the limits when they’re skiing or 
snowboarding. Make sure they wear helmets and other proper gear to keep 
them safe if they fall. Also, while sledding may seem like a low-risk activity, 
children can still be seriously injured. Be sure to sled only on hills that are 
away from roads and clear of objects that could cause harm if struck (like 
large rocks, trees or stumps), and always have an adult supervising when 
children are sledding.
      Carbon Monoxide. If you are warming up a vehicle before using it, 
don’t forget to remove it from the garage immediately after starting it. It is 
extremely dangerous to leave a car, SUV or motorcycle engine running in-
side a garage. Make sure your home has a carbon monoxide alarm on every 
level, especially near sleeping areas, and keep them at least 15 feet away 
from fuel-burning appliances.
     Safe Kids Pennsylvania is dedicated to the prevention of and education 
around unintentional childhood injuries, which are the number one killer of 
children throughout the USA.  For more information on Safe Kids PA, visit 
our website at https://www.pasafekids.org/ or on Facebook at https://www.
facebook.com/safekidspa/.

        Senior percussionist,  Justin Doran,  of  Lake 
- Lehman High School has been accepted to the 
NAfME, (National Association  for Music Educa-
tion) 2021 All - Eastern Honor Band.  719 of the fin-
est  high school musicians were selected from 1150 
All - State applicants from Connecticut, Delaware, 
Massachusetts, Mary land, Maine,  New Hamp-
shire, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, Rhode 
Island, and Vermont to the All - Eastern Honor En-
sembles (Band, Orchestra, Mixed Chorus, Treble 
Chorus, and Jazz  Ensemble). 
      The elite musicians will be participating in a  
“Virtual Weekend ” experience  March 4- 6, 2021 
that will include keynote speakers, masterclasses 
with professional musicians, rehearsals with their 
conductors as well as opportunities to learn and net-
work with colleges and universities of various types 
and participate in mock auditions. 
      This non - traditional and unique experience 
will be very different from the in - person rehearsals 
and concert that have, in the past, coincided  with 
NAfME Eastern Division biennial conference. This 
year, students will individually record their perfor-
mance from home led by a virtual performance of 
their conductor.  The recordings will be edited to-
gether to produce a virtual ensemble for the   con-
cert  performance.  The recordings will be edited 
together to produce a virtual ensemble for the con-
cert performance.  The concert will be premiered 
on April 23, 2021 at 8:30 pm during the designated 
concert hour at the 57th NAfME  Eastern Division Virtual In - Service Conference. 
       Dr. Cynthia Johnston Turner,  Director of Bands, University of Georgia will serve as the 2021 All - Eastern 
Honor Band Conductor.  Justin is the son of Brian and Jennifer Doran of Dallas. Ms.  Cheryl Kulikowski is the 
Director of Bands at Lake-Lehman JSHS.

Senior percussionist, Justin Doran, Lake-Lehman High 
School, has been accepted to the NAfME, National 
Association for Music Education
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Mr. Douglas Klopp - Principal of the Lake-Lehman JSHS 
has released the 1st Marking Period Honor Roll for the 2020-2021 school year

Seventh Grade - High Honors: Kayla Barnard, Amanda Battin, Lyla Boice, Hailey Bond, Brianna Bower, Macey Brdaric, Bella Brown, Dominik Brown, 
Madison Bullock, Izabella Burke, Andrew Chapple, Olivia Corcoran, Greyson Dieffenbacher, Jarid Dietterich Jr., Lila Doughton, Isabella Duffy, Scott 
Egbert, Jake Evans, Joseph Fedor, Aiden Gallagher, Arianna Gorgan, Robert Gregor, Levi Hummel, Gracie James, Cameron Janick, Jeremy Janosov, Wil-
liam Jenkins IV, Troy Jones, Christopher Kaplanski, John Kashatus, Logan Law, Stephen Martin, Kaitlyn Marx, Andrew Mathes, Kathryn Morgan, Andrew 
Morris, Finley Norconk, Olivia Oliver, Hunter Palka, Adyson Perlis, Cadence Rindock, Grace Shepherd, Addison Sipler, Sierra Stash, Kate Stogoski, Riley 
Tana, Von Voelker, Sarah Walp, Tristan Wilhelm, Brianna Wright.
Honors: Gavin Babcock, Alex Bagheri, Brynleigh Bennett, Delcia Biscotto, Morgan Brelsford, Kylie Catalanotte, Hannah Chipego, Karslyn Cummings, 
Gideon Deiter, Carter Deyo, Benjamin Farrell, Lia Faux, Benjamin Figura, Trent Gaus, John Gillen, Tyler Gordon, Raenah Grady, Logan Hassett, Nina 
Jones, Robert Lamoreaux, Courtney Lathrop, James Maculloch III, Justin Martin, Tyler Matreselva, Madalyn Morcavage, Mason Nastasiak, Emmyrson 
Norconk, Jackson Norconk, Alaina Raspen, Luke Richardson, Dominick Rikoskie, Connor Runquist, Hunter Scouton, Annabelle Sorber, Lily Spencer, 
Hayley Wallace, John Weaver, Gavin Williams, Logan Witkowski, Baylee Yedinak-Blendick.
Eighth Grade - High Honors: Landen Aritz, Kendall Borgers, Gracie Bucknavage, Isabella DeCesaris, Gianna Dominick, Kirsten Finarelli, Samuel Fin-

arelli, Cassidy Gallagher, Amanda Giunta, Mia Gramlich, Samuel Higgins, Ryan Hollenbach, Ashley Hudak, Wyatt Joline, Reilley Kirkutis, Joshua Kizis, Brynlee Konopinski, Tyler Lukavitch, 
Jeffrey Martin, Ryan Michaels, Sage Morgan, Alana Palmaioli, Cole Park, Joseph Pinnacoli, Tristan Purdy, Javer Rogowski, Gavin Shoemaker, Chase Smith, Gary Stec, Aaron Stroud, Caleb 
Verosky, Summer Villarreal, Ariana Visneski, Logan Walsh, Giada Ward, Ella Wilson.
Honors: Taysia Bass, Aidan Borchert, Savannah Chaparro, Shelby Contois, Delana Cool, Sean Davis, Rachel Derhammer, Niccolo Diana, Benjamin Dowling, Cassandra Gobish, Brady Goss, 
Cortney Guastella, Josilynn Holshue, Tayelor Hoover, Jayedon Hoyt, Gianna Ianniccari, Nicholas Joseph, Alex Kane, Rayne Lee, Sophia Lenza, Jacob Maculloch, Ayla Martin, Jonathan Mc-
Gurk, Alahna Morris, Morgan Nethercott, Jonathan Neyhard, Juliana Nichols, Anna Pall, SaydiePantano, Nathaniel Patla, Erin Redmond, Jonathan Sassi, Matthew Scoblick,  Christopher Sholtis, 
Alexis Shotwell, Conner Smigielski, Ruby Sorber, Mia Stillarty, Olivia Stockage, Andrew Strohl, Emily Teetsel, Kailey Thompson, Lily Velez, Jonathon White, Jacob Zelenak.
Ninth Grade - Principal’s Honors: Olivia Buckman, Alexi Chervenitski, Julianna Conte, Hailey Corey, William Geist, Lucy Honeywell, Jace Hynick,  Evan Kaiser, Ryan Kra-
kosky, Brianna London, Abigail Matysik, Sean Matysik, Jacob McHenry Jr., Colin Mikolaichik, Alyse Miller, Teagan Norconk, Cienna Pace,  Francis Pinnacoli, Frances Scarboro, 
Allison Vitanovec, Benjamin Wnuk, Aaron Wood, Tanner Yanchick.
High Honors: Sarah Bednarek, Seth Berry, Benjamin Burke, Isabella Cassano,Tyler Coenen, Faith Depiero, Callie Dieffenbacher, Harley Dorshefski, Molly Fielding, Lyndsy 
Frey, Mercedes Hughes, Brenna Hunt, Molly Jenkins, Jason Jones, Kayla Lettieri, Connor Martin, Erica Moyer, Ava Nastasiak, Conner Partington, Ronald Pawlowski, Peter Stec, 
Adora Stroud, Jesse Traver, Lydia Vivian.
Honors: Brandan Blaine, Lauren Callahan, Kaitlyn Hazeltine, Faith Hollenbach, Adam Hoover, Samantha Horan, Jeremy Hospodar, Kyra Hoyt, Ava Klopp, Mark Kucewicz, Caid-
ence Leach, Jasen Lobacz Jr., Madison Long, Jonathan Longstreth, Michael Lugiano, Ava Magdalinski, Hailey Marx, John Morgan Jr., Aaron Morris, Drew Nice, Travis Pisano, 
Justin Pudimott, Bayne Raspen, Benjamin Roberson, Abbygail Roman, Lexia Schechterly, Sydney Sleyo, Brynn Tereska, Katelyn Tereska, Kate Walters, Raelynn Work, Bryan 
Yaletsko.
Tenth Grade - Principal’s Honors: Giana Antonello, Michael Battin, Abigail Beyer, Rylie Bucknavage, Kara Domzalski, Lauren Domzalski, Jacob Doran, Olivia Dowling, 
Mackenzie Dwyer, Aidan Gaus, Angelina Goyne, Ava Gubbiotti, Kaelyn Hinkley, Nicholas Hockenbury, Ava Hudak, Sarah Kebles, Hailey Kline, Karl Kopczynski, Giovanna 
Limongelli, Amanda McGurk, Damian Napierkowski, Braelyn Neville, Hunter Orlofski, Autumn Palka, Faye Post, Angela Prest, Kalee Raczkowski, Madison Raspen, Evelyn 
Seifert-Blache, Joseph Shiskowski, Aleah Shonis, Ava Smith, Amanda Thompson, Julia Trumbower.
High Honors: Vivienne Aloi, Marissa Brdaric, Caleb Elderkin, Jake Eury, Brynn Giordano, Braden Law, Ethan Mathes, Jared McLaughlin, Margaret McLaughlin, Dana Post, 
Zachery Rager, Landon Schuckers, Charles Sleyo III, Luke Stone, Bo Voelker, Colin Wood.
Honors: Talyia Adamitz, Sam Alba, Corey Bean, Andrew Bucholtz, Jacob Chaga, Brandon Chapman, Ahmad Dabsheh, Sara DeRosa, Jennifer Eddy, Eric Hanley, Chad Honey-
well, William Jesso, Travis Jones, Meagan Judge, Cole Kaiser, Stephen Kapsick, Samuel Kinsley, Margaret Kolanda, Kylee Kosek, Anton Koss, Emily Leahy, Jessie Meehan, 
Allyson Moyer, Gavin Paraschak, Vernon Roman, Joshua Ryan, Hannah Sayre, Alona Skidmore, Andrew Warzynski, Cameron Williams.
Eleventh Grade - Principal’s Honors:  Mckenna Budzak, Aidan Chapple, Sarah Coley, Joselyn Contardi, Sophia Dabsheh, Claire Dougherty, Caroline Duffy, Michael Ford, Ja-
cob Herceg, Megan Hogan, John Kaplanski, Alexa Karlowicz, Gia Keefe, James Matysik, Grace O’Donnell, Maddison Park, Chase Purdy, Lilian Raczkowski, Trista Schechterly, 
Melanie Selner, Sarayah Smith, Abbey Stokes.
High Honors: Philip Blaski, Maya Buckman, Barbara Comerosky, Jessica Deangelis, Santino Diana, Lexi Doughton, Logan Dwen, Morgan Eiswerth, Jacob Falls, Nicholas Fi-
narelli, Cameron Fleeger, Victoria Gabel, Skyler Hadsall, Evan Hoover, Hannah Hosey, Catherine Hossage, Pacelyn King, Emma Klusmeyer, Mason Konigus, Brittany Lanning, 
Madison Lasinski, Ethan Leone, George Manzoni, Brooke Martin, Jennifer Martin, Jocelyn Mattingly, Alayna Miller, Cole Morio, Matthew Nice, Skylar Poelma, Mason Price, 
Krista Scoblick, Mason Shell, Kaylie Skovira, Logan Slivinski, Emily Spencer, Jacob Stash, Sebastian Trapani, Adam Walp, Casey Weaver, Joshua Wickard, Ty Woodrosky.
Honors: David Blaine, Noah Budzak,  Evan Cercone, Ty Federici, Adrian Flores, Avery Giordano, Kathryn Healey, Dustin Heinrich, Carolyn Kaminski, Seth Karnes, Katja Ko-
landa, Ian Kopczynski, Ian McCue, Dea Middleton, Seth Mieczkowski, Brady Newman, Edmund Orlofski IV,  Kaitlyn Parsons, Skylar Poelma, Hailey Rambus, Aviona Robinson, 
Megan Rogers, Chase Shaw, Jacob Simoson, Brayden Spencer, Nathan Stanski, Courtney Tereska, Breanna Wesley, Genevive Yamelski,  Ally Young, Tessa Zimmerman.
Twelfth Grade -  Principal’s Honors: Matthew Ash, Elizabeth Blaski, Faith Butler, Rylee Critchosin, Richard Cronin, Paige David, Justin Doran, Riley Egan, Savanna Eneboe, 
Chloe Gisewhite, Anya Gramlich, Sean Hanley, Mark Hutsko, Erica Jones, Halle Jones, Hayden Klopp, Walker Kmetz, Kaleigh Koss, Mikayla Krakosky, Katelyn Krzysik, Mi-
chael Longstreth, Samuel Lukasavage, Hannah Matysik, Erin McLaughlin, Rebecca Meehan, Annika Meeker, Natasha Mihalko, Connor Morgan, Blaise Napierkowski, Grace 
Naugle, Emily Novak, David O’Connell, Maggie Paciga, Maxwell Paczewski, Liam Pembleton, Ava Radel, Lyndsey Sayre, Randi Shaver, Gabrielle Shonis, Jessica Spencer, 
Emma Stroud, Madelyn Stuart, Jasmine Talbot, Joel Wilson.
High Honors: Ethan Adams, Lillian Aloi, Rhiannon Borchert, Madison Brdaric, Kayla Callan, Ryan Eiden, Kortney Harry, Morgan Headman, Katie Kaplanski, Amber Kocher, 
Rocco Limongelli, Elyse Martin, Ashley Mieczkowski, Keera Naugle, Kalani Price, Matthew Raczkowski, Robert Ritinski, Gavin Ruger, Timothy Schechterly Jr., Alexander Se-
prish, Tristan Sheffler, Rachel Shook, Aubrey Solack, Luke Spencer, Kendra Steltz, Zachary Stuart, Samantha Sutton, Corrine Tronsue, Jhon Masao Valle, Elena Walters, Amanda 
Winter,  Marshall Woodrosky, Rayven Work.
Honors: Connor Allabaugh, Jared Barber, Logan Billotti, Emily Blaine, Joshua Bonomo, Bryce Burgit, Hunter Burke, Chase Cole,  Damian Concklin, Cody Cragle, Patrick De-
piero, Neil Dougherty, Ashley Elick, Christopher Farrell, Matthew Good, Ryan Hunt, Brandon James, Nathanael Jubis, Joshua Kane, Colby Kennedy, Hannah Kline, Natalie Knorr, 
Logan Kuhar, William Labar, Madisyn Lutz, Alec Mattingly, Katherine Mikalic, Bruce Nevel, Camryn Obsitos, Sarah Prince, Christian Seprish, Micheal Smith, Ashley Solack, 
Nicholas Stefanowicz, Madison Tereska, Nicholas Zaboski.
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Five Tips to Prepare For Taxes
By Martin A. Federici, Jr., 
CEO  of MF Tax & Accounting, Inc.

     It’s that time of year – tax preparation season is here!  
I’m sure some of you dread this time of year, but I’ve got five tips that can 
help you keep on track:
1. If you’re not the do-it-yourself type, hire an experienced, professional tax 
preparer to handle your returns.  Stay away from the generic chain tax prep 
services – they tend to significantly overcharge for preparing returns ... as in 
charging by the form (we view this as a rip-off) instead of using an hourly 
rate (much fairer).
2. Make sure you have all needed tax documents. Sounds simple enough, 
but being organized about collecting your tax documents (where did I put 
that W-2?) makes life much easier for your preparer (and you too)!
3. Your preparer should ask you many questions, especially if it is the first 
time they are preparing your returns. Even after the first year, personal/fi-
nancial situations change over time, and any qualified tax preparer will 
know to ask the important questions (law changes like the SECURE Act, 
new possible deductions, etc.) so you don’t leave any money on the table.
4. If you work with a CPA, hopefully they offer advice for your specific tax 
situation during and after preparing your returns.   This can be very impor-
tant for not only the current year (can a traditional IRA contribution lower 
your tax bill?) but the following year as well (should you contribute more to 
your  401(k)  at work?).  Offering suggestions that can increase the 
amount you get back (or help you pay less than you have in the past) can be 
very valuable for some.
5. Your tax professional should be willing to speak with any other profes-
sionals you have hired.  There are many reasons why insurance profession-
als, professional financial advisors, attorneys, etc., should speak to your tax 
preparer (with your permission of course) to coordinate on issues that may 
be important and need to be looked at from different perspectives.  This 
way, you get the input of trusted professionals on issues that overlap into 
several areas of your personal financial/tax situation.
       Find an experienced local tax preparer  who works for a professional tax 
preparation firm, earns his/her money from hourly/job fees (NOT charging 
by the form), believes in helping their clients improve their tax/financial 
situations, and has the heart & demeanor of a teacher, NOT a salesman, and 
chances are you’ve found the right  tax preparer to help you with your tax 
situation.
      For more information, please visit  http://www.mftax.com, email  mar-
ty@mftax.com, or call (570) 760-6524.   About MF Tax & Accounting, Inc., 
MF Tax & Accounting, Inc. is a full-service tax preparation & account-
ing firm based in PA & FL specializing in tax preparation, tax planning 
& advice, and accounting services. With 10+ years of licensed experience, 
over 10 years of professional education, and an unwavering commitment 
to helping you, MF Tax & Accounting, Inc. is the tax & accounting firm to 
best serve YOU.                                         Facebook  |  Twitter  |  LinkedIn
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Winter Special
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Located next to Wayne’s World and Ochman’s Coins & Jewelry.

Legion Logbook

Clarence J. Michael
Past Commander
Dallas American 
Legion, Post 672

     Daddow-Isaacs Dallas American Legion Post 672  
met on January 12, and unfortunately did not have 
a quorum.  Commander Darlene Kupstas requested 
members to attend the monthly meetings so that 
business could be transacted.       Art Pimm gave an 
update on Wreaths Across America and termed it a 
success. 
      Food is being prepared daily. A fish dinner was 
offered on Friday, January 15.  I can attest that it was 
very good since I bought five dinners for our family. Notices are offered on 
our sign in front of the American Legion to list upcoming events and special 
food offerings.  Please support your Legion to keep it a viable entity in the 
Back Mountain. The annual Pork Roast will be on March 6.  More informa-
tion will be forthcoming in the future.
      I urge all veterans to check out the Department of Veterans Affairs on 
your computer.  Join My Health Vet.com and you will find a wealth of in-
formation pertaining to veterans.  I can contact my primary care doctor on 
this site and send her secure messages.  I sent a message to Dr. Ahmed two 
weeks ago requesting that I be put on a list to receive a covid shot.  Lo and 
behold I got a call the next day advising me to come and get the vaccine 
shot.  I have read and heard on tv that some people are fearful of receiving 
this shot.  From my experience it is like the flu shot: soreness at the site of 
the injection for a few days and a little tiredness for a day. My daughter 
has received the shot where she worked; George Morgan who I joined the 
service with got the shot, with no after effects.  My wife Morag has just 
signed up through Geisinger to get the shot.  I would urge everyone to get 
the vaccine to protect yourself and everyone else.  I will receive the 2nd shot 
on February 4 and I will keep you posted on the result.
        I’ve told you in past columns how interesting as well as valuable the 
American Legion Magazine is.  This is one of the perks of  Legion member-
ship.  Contact any of the Post 672 members for an application form.  Now 
I will toot the horn for My Health Vet.  Some articles on the current site 
concern the 30th Anniversary of  the  Desert Storm and Shield War.  General 
Colin Powell is quoted as stating, “The veterans did a fabulous job.” There 
are over 700,000 Desert War veterans and Marine Corps vet Scott Stump 
headed an effort to get a monument in Washington, D.C. honoring the Des-
ert Storm War vets. A memorial is set to break ground this year next to the 
Lincoln Memorial and Vietnam Memorial.  If you know or meet a Desert 
Storm veteran, be sure to express your thanks for his particular service. The 
commander extends a special invitation to the Desert Storm, Iraqui Free-
dom veterans, and Enduring Freedom veterans to join our Legion as well as 
veterans of all of our wars.  See you at our next meeting in February.
       Another interesting article dealt with the Easter Seals Military and 
Veteran Services.  I was unaware that the Services specialize in identifying 
the needs of veterans and their families, particularly with employment, job 
training, and support like family respite opportunities.
        Our next meeting will be held on the second Tuesday, February 9, at 
7:30 p.m.  Commander Darlene Kupstas ivites all members and prospective 
members to attend.  GOD BLESS AMERICA  (Stay healthy!!)
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Boback Reminds 100% Service
Connected Disabled Veterans of Real 
Estate Tax Exemption
       Rep. Karen Boback (R-Lackawanna/Luzerne/Wyoming), chairman 
of the House Veterans Affairs and Emergency Preparedness Committee, 
would like to remind veterans who are 100% permanently disabled due to 
service that they are eligible for an exemption on their real estate tax.
         This program provided by the Pennsylvania Department of Military 
and Veterans Affairs (DMVA) offers real estate tax exemption for any hon-
orably discharged veteran who is 100% disabled, has a financial need and is 
a resident of the Commonwealth.
         Veterans may apply for the exemption by contacting the Veterans Af-
fairs director in their county of residence: Lackawanna County - Director 
David Eisele - 570-963-6778 – https://www.lackawannacounty.org/index.
php/departmentsagencies/human-services/veterans-affairs. Luzerne Coun-
ty - Director Jim Spagnola - 570-706-3960 – https://www.luzernecounty.
org/508/Veterans. Wyoming County - Director Jack Hubert - 570-996-2258 
– https://wycopa.org/directory/veterans-representative/
        Veteran’s eligibility criteria: Served in the military honorably. Served 
during established war service dates as determined by the U.S. Department 
of Veterans Affairs **The following decorations can also be used to estab-
lish wartime service: Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal or Navy Expe-
ditionary Medal. Must have a total or 100% permanent service-connected 
disability rating by the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs or as the result 
of military service the veteran is blind or paraplegic or has sustained the loss 
of two or more limbs. Must be a resident of the Commonwealth. Must oc-
cupy the real estate as his/her principal dwelling. Dwelling is owned solely 
by the veteran or as an estate in the entirety. Must prove financial need:
      Veteran must prove financial need according to the criteria established 
by the State Veterans Commission if their annual income exceeds $92,594, 
effective Jan. 1, 2019. Applicants with an annual income of $92,594 or less 
are given a rebuttable presumption to have a need for the exemption
**Upon the death of a qualified veteran, tax exemption may pass on to the 
unmarried surviving spouse if financial need can be shown.
       An exemption for the financial need can be considered when the ap-
plicant’s allowable expenses exceed the applicant’s household income. The 
applicant’s monthly household expenses will be calculated to include a cost 
of living allowance and dependent’s allowance.
       After the DMVA certifies the financial need for an exemption and the 
eligibility criteria is verified, the county board of assessment and revision of 
taxes will grant the tax exemption. Cases that have been granted tax exemp-
tion will be reviewed periodically to determine continued need for exemp-
tion from certain real estate property taxes.
       For more information on the real estate tax exemption program or any 
other state programs and services supporting veterans, visit www.dmva.
pa.gov.

Jewelry
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Mondays, Tuesdays & Thursdays, 1 PM to 6 PM
Wednesdays, 10 AM to 6 PM

Fridays, 1 PM to 5 PM, & Saturdays, 10 AM to 2 PM 

Boback Announces Federal Funding 
Awarded to Area School Districts
        Rep. Karen Boback (R-Lackawanna/Luzerne/Wyoming) has an-
nounced additional funding made available to local school districts from 
the federal Coronavirus Response and Relief Supplemental Appropriations 
Act (CCRSA).  “Ensuring that our students and teachers are provided for 
has been a priority during this pandemic,” explained Boback. “It is wonder-
ful to see that federal funds were made available to our school districts from 
this program that plans for and covers those additional expenses sustained 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.”
      In the 117th Legislative District, Dallas, Lackawanna Trail, Lake Lehm-
an, Northwest Area and Tunkhannock School Districts all received funding 
as a part of the Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief Fund 
(ESSER).
        As part of the federal Coronavirus Response and Relief Supplemental 
Appropriations Act (CCRSA), Congress and the Trump Administration es-
tablished and appropriated a total of $54.3 billion for the Elementary and 
Secondary School Emergency Relief (ESSER) Fund. Funding is distributed 
to states based on each state’s proportionate share of Title I, Part A (Title 
I-A) funding. ESSER funds are intended to support COVID-19 response 
efforts and may be spent on a wide range of allowable activities.  
        Pennsylvania’s share of this funding is approximately $2.22 billion, 
which will be distributed to the state’s school districts and charter schools 
based on the Title I-A formula.  This funding is on top of the $471 million 
that was distributed to school districts last year through the CARES Act.
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Looking forward to serving you in 2021!


