December 19, 2025

Dear Club Presidents, Secretaries, and Youth Activities Coordinators,

Rotary District 7410 is pleased to invite your Club to participate in our annual District Essay Contest for high school juniors and seniors. This year’s contest aligns with Rotary International’s theme, Unite for Good, and offers a meaningful opportunity for clubs to engage students, schools, and the broader community while highlighting Rotary’s commitment to service, collaboration, and education.

Students are asked to reflect on what Unite for Good means in their own lives, schools, or communities, and to share a personal example of how coming together for a common purpose made a difference. Complete student guidelines and submission details are provided in a separate document.

Your Club’s role is essential to the success of this program. Each participating Club is asked to designate a Club Contact to administer the contest locally, promote it within area schools, and coordinate judging at the Club level. Many clubs choose to offer a local prize to encourage participation, with a suggested minimum award of $50 for a first-place winner. Clubs are also encouraged to work collaboratively with neighboring Rotary Clubs that may serve the same schools to maximize outreach and impact.

Essays are due to local Rotary Clubs by February 6, 2026, and Club-winning essays must be submitted to the District by March 6, 2026. At the District level, prizes will be awarded as follows: $1,000 for first place, $500 for second place, and $250 for third place. District awards will be presented by District Governor Mr. Tim Genetti at a meeting of the local Rotary Club whose student is selected.

This contest is more than a writing competition, it is a chance to introduce young people to Rotary values, and reinforce the importance of service, literacy, and leadership in our communities. Your participation helps ensure that students across Northeastern Pennsylvania have the opportunity to reflect, grow, and be inspired by Rotary’s mission.

Thank you for your continued dedication to Rotary youth initiatives. I hope you will join us in making this year’s Essay Contest a success. Please feel free to reach out with any questions or to share your Club Contact information.
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Sincerely,
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Kim McNulty
District Essay Contest Chair
Hazleton Rotary
kmcnulty@mmiprep.org
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