
Message from the District Governor
Mary Ellen Bentler

Newsletter / March 2022

Welcome to March which is “Clean Water, Sanitation and Hygiene” month.     
March is the month that the Foundation Committee is holding the Annual 
Fundraiser for our Foundation.  Be sure to go on Trellis.org/rotaryauction22 
and check out the great items you can purchase along with supporting our 
Rotary Foundation so we can continue to “Serve to Change Lives”.  
President Elect Training on March 24 to the 26th,   this is the opportunity 
to prepare you President Elect for a successful 2022-23 Rotary Year.

February, I had an opportunity to join the Honesdale Interact club on a 
zoom meeting to kick off their Purple Pinkie Campaign.  It was very 
interesting since they Partnered with an interact club in Rotary District 
3170 near Goa in India.  I also joined the Honesdale Rotary meeting when 
Youth Exchange District Chair Anne Sehne announcement to Krystal 
Urgiles, an outgoing Exchange Student that she was going to go to South 
Korea for her exchange.  Anne did a nice job making the announcement 
special.  Then on February 24th I had the opportunity to visit the Punta Gorda Rotary Club in Florida.  Believe me being 
District Governor can be busy, but you have opportunities to meet so many fellow Rotarians and it is a great experience.
 
On March 3rd it was an honor to attend the Stroudsburg Rotary meeting where they celebrated New Paul Harris Fellows 
along with Paul Harris +1 up to Paul Harris +5.  There were 8 new Paul Harris Fellows, 8 Paul Harris +1, 3 Paul Harris +2, 
3 Paul Harris +3, 2 Paul Harris +4 and 1 Paul Harris +5.  District Foundation Chair/PDG Marcia Loughman also attended 
to welcome the districts first Arch Kump Society Members.  The Club’s foundation chair, Jim Becker (with the help of his 
assistant Margie), organized a wonderful lunch meeting of celebrations.

Registration for the Serve to Change Children’s Lives Conference is opened.  Come join us on May 5th to the 7th in Ithaca, 
NY.  Conference Chair, Ted Silver, and the Committee have worked to have some interesting sessions at the conference.  
My goal is to make sure everyone enjoys and has fun.   Speakers include Foundation Trustee, Jorge Aufranc, along with 
Carol Metzker and Ann Marie Jones on Protecting Children from Human Trafficking, Orv Wright on Membership 
retention, Caitlin Dermody who received a Global Grant sponsored by the Scranton Club and more.  

I want to end with a message from Rotary International.   As one of the World’s largest humanitarian organizations, we 
have made peace the cornerstone of our global mission.  We join the international community in calling for an 
immediate cease fire, withdrawal of Russian forces, and a restoration of diplomatic efforts to resolve this conflict through 
dialogue.  Today, our thoughts are with our fellow Rotary members and others in Ukraine coping with these tragic events.  
Rotary International will do everything in its power to bring aid, support and peace to the region.  Please do not hesitate 
to go on Rotary.org and find ways your club can assist.  

In Service to Rotary,
Mary Ellen 

http://Trellis.org/rotaryauction22
http://Rotary.org
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Rotary Club of The Abingtons Welcomes New Member!

At a recent meeting of the Rotary Club of the Abingtons, they installed a new 
member, Rev. John Mackey, a pastor of the Clarks Summit United Methodist 
Church. 

New Member Spotlight

Register 
Now!



Early bird pricing group ID# 5211•Make meaningful connections 
with fellow Rotarians

Why attend the 
District Conference?

•Engage with Powerful Speakers
•“Ithaca is GORGES!” - Click here to see why!

District 7410 Conference
Serve to Change Children’s Lives

DG Mary Ellen Bentler
District 7410

2021-2022

Register 
Now!

May 5th-7th
Ithaca, NY

Register Here
Reserve Your Room Here

Thursday, May 5th - “Welcome Fiesta” and an evening of Fellowship, taking advantage of “Cinco 
de Mayo”.  Get to know other Rotarians while getting in the spirit with Margaritas, Cerveza, 
Tequila, and authentic Mexican Hors d’oeuvres!
 
Friday, May 6th - A continental breakfast, before Rotary.  Adjourning at noon, allowing ample free 
time.  Concluding with, a Cocktail Reception & Semi Formal Dinner with an open bar, at the 
Tompkins County Community College Culinary Arts Center.  Live entertainment, fellowship, and 
fun, will cap off the night. 
 
May 7th - A breakfast buffet before we return to Rotary and adjourn at 12:30 PM. 
 
Additional - May 7th - For those who wish to participate, a dinner and additional overnight stay 
are available.  Jorge Aufranc, will join us as well!

What to Expect:

Jorge Aufranc
Rotary Foundation Trustee

2019-2023

A sincere Thank You to our sponsors!

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wNJYkML8O-KXCa0JjuYBLfbibMp_cQCD/view
https://tinyurl.com/DistrictConf7410-2022
https://www.thehotelithaca.com/
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Passport Club

Looking to offer a flexible, accessible and affordable format to individuals who 
want to be Rotarians but find that traditional Rotary Clubs don’t fit their lifestyle, 
the newly reinvigorated District Passport Club is looking for your help!
 
The unique elements of a Passport Club:
 -Members are encouraged to participate in service projects organized by other 
Rotary clubs.

- Rotarians are invited to visit other Clubs and participate in their Club activities 
regularly.

 -Relaxed attendance policy.

 -Fewer in-person meetings.

 -Innovative concept designed to give members a more flexible Club experience 
while supporting the mission of both local District Clubs and Rotary International.
 
Our Club members, currently small in number, want to help support District service 
projects wherever possible either in person or virtually which in turn may help us 
to grow our membership.
 
Please contact Club president, Chip Jaeger, at Rotary7410passportclub@gmail.com 
if you have an upcoming project or know of someone who may be interested in 
joining the Passport Club.  

Thank you in advance for your support!
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Events!

Click Here to Register!

Click Here to View the Auction Items!

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/move-groove-to-rotary-dance-for-rotary-members-non-rotarians-tickets-260684824327
https://trellis.org/rotaryauction22


RotaryDistrict7410@gmail.comConnect

            

ROTARY DISTRICT 7410 POLIOPLUS SOCIETY APPLICATION 
 

           

   

As a Rotarian and supporter of Polio Eradication, Rotary’s #1 international priority, I wish to participate in this child 
focused humanitarian effort as a member of the PolioPlus Society of Rotary District 7410. 

I hereby commit to making an annual donation to the PolioPlus program of the Rotary Foundation as follows: (select 
one) 

o $100 per year to PolioPlus  (this is the minimum amount to become a PolioPlus Society member  
o A contribution of $_____per year to PolioPlus (more than $100)  

o A contribution of $_____ only this year; unfortunately, I cannot do this every year 

Society members will receive a PolioPlus Society membership pin and Paul Harris credit.  Make your donation online at 
www.rotary.org/donate and select the Polio Fund, or through your Rotary Club.  If made on-line, one can establish a 
recurring donation. 

E-mail or mail this completed form to the District PolioPlus Chair at  davesolopalmer@gmail.com  or Dave Palmer, 443 
Mateer Road, Hop Bottom, PA 18824.  Contact Dave for questions at  570-498-6637. 

Until the last child is immunized, and the world is certified polio-free, every child is at risk. 

Name:  

Signature: 

Date: 

Club Name: 

Phone Number: 

E-Mail:  

Your PolioPlus Society pin will be presented to you at your club meeting or other appropriate meeting you might 
desire, to insure you are recognized for your commitment to eradicating polio from this earth. 
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The Dallas Area Rotary Club meeting at The Grotto at Harvey’s Lake  was the scene 
of a PolioPlus Society pin presentation on February 10, 2022. Heidi and David 
Manning are members of a growing society in the Rotary District 7410, now 
numbered at 34 PolioPlus Society members. This unique group are dedicated to 
the elimination of vaccine preventable diseases in the world, especially Polio.

Dallas Area Rotary Club President Fred D. Maria was assisted by David Palmer, 
PolioPlus Committee Chair of Rotary District 7410 in presenting these pins. The 
PolioPlus Society is a  group of Rotary members and non-Rotary contributors who 
agree to donate at least $100 to the Rotary Foundation’s PolioPlus Fund each fiscal 
year.

If you would like to join this PolioPlus Society, contact davesolopalmer@gmail.com 
or call 570-498-6637.

Polio Plus Society
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Public Image Committee

Follow Us on Social Media!

RotaryDistrict7410

RotaryDistrict7410

RotaryDistrict7410

https://www.facebook.com/Rotary-District-7410-1414488908781133
https://www.facebook.com/Rotary-District-7410-1414488908781133
https://www.instagram.com/rotarydistrict7410/
https://www.facebook.com/Rotary-District-7410-1414488908781133
https://vimeo.com/search?q=rotary%20district%207410
https://www.facebook.com/Rotary-District-7410-1414488908781133


District Directory
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We have been working hard on revising a new District Directory and are happy to share that it 
is up on our website for all to print and view!

Please click here to view a copy!

https://clubrunner.blob.core.windows.net/00000050202/en-ca/files/sitepage/district-files/2021-2022-district-directory/Directory-2021-2022.pdf
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RYLA Conference is planned for June 19th through 23rd but could be canceled due to lack of volunteers

•	 Do you have a passion for working with our area youth?

•	 Can you spare some time in the summer to engage with young leaders?

•	 Would you help the next generation develop leadership skills while having fun and making 
              connections?

What is RYLA?

Held at Keystone College in LaPlume, PA, the Rotary Youth Leadership Awards (RYLA) is a 5-day conference 
training program that brings together young adults to develop their character and enrich their leadership skills. 
Throughout the week, RYLA conferees learn about Rotary and how to embrace the 4-way test while working 
on group assignments, participating in service projects, and listening to motivational speakers. Numerous 
activities teach the participants how to respect other’s opinions, work in teams, and develop their confidence 
and self-worth.

Rotary members of District 7410 have supported this important experience for northeastern and central 
Pennsylvania area youth. The RYLA program provides an opportunity for these teenagers to flourish and to 
unlock their leadership potential, all while having fun! 

But, the RYLA program is in danger of being canceled.

Since 2011, Rotarians Karen DeMatteo and Amy Leiser have developed and continued this crucial outreach 
opportunity to Rotary District 7410. Due to the pandemic, both the 2020 and 2021 RYLA were canceled, and 
many student and staff members cannot return in 2022.  In addition to the loss of student staff, Karen 
DeMatteo has put her house on the market and plans to relocate out of the area.

They can’t do it without you! Rotary District 7410 is looking for new Rotarians to bring fresh ideas and continue 
the positive energy and growth opportunities RYLA provides to our youth. 

If you would like additional information about RYLA 2022 or how you can get involved with this worthwhile 
and meaningful event, please contact Chairs Karen DeMatteo at karenandrotary@gmail.com or Amy Leiser at 
director@monroehistorical.org.  

RYLA 2022 - the time to get involved is NOW!

mailto:karenandrotary%40gmail.com%20?subject=
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Rotary accepting applicants for 
Peace Fellowship 

BY MATI JENNINGS study program. Both pro-
Staff Writer grams are fully funded by

. Rotary International. As
Rotary District 7410 of part of the goal of inter­

� Northeast Pennsylvania nationalism, participants
. .\, has officially started accept- in the Master's Degree
� ing applications to the program can't pursue the
� Rotary International Peace degree in a participating
\'{ Fellowship for the 2023-2024 university in their home

academic year. countries. 
Launched in 2002, the Nancy Brittain is district

� Peace Fellowship has been a Rotary Peace Fellowship
� mechanism through which chairwoman for Rotary
•, Rotary International has District 7410, which covers
� pursued its goals of peace 43 Rotary Clubs stretching

� and fellowship throughout from Wellsboro to Strouds­
the world. More than 1,500 burg. She said the Fellow­
individuals worldwide have ship draws candidates with

, � trained with the goal of a variety of backgrounds. 
� "peacebuilding" through "We've had everyone
� the Fellowship. from police to pastors in the 
� The program has two Fellowship." she said. "The

branches applicants can program is open to anyone
apply to; either pursuing interested in advocacy and
a Master's Degree at par- activism." 
ticipating university part- Founded in 1905, Rotary
ners throughout the world, International, colloquially
or enrolling in an 11 week called The Rotary Club, has
professional development functioned as a service club 
certificate program which with an eye toward com­
functions as a sort of work- munity service and global

fellowship. The club boasts
worldwide membership of 
1.4 million people in 46,000
member clubs. Fellowship
alumni often later f ind
employment in non-govern­
mental organizations and 
the field of research. 

"The goal of the Fellow­
ship program is to teach
individuals valuable skills 
in conflict resolution and
peaceful advocacy. So that
they can go out into the
world and use those skills
to make the world a better
place." Brittain said. Up
to 130 individuals will be
awarded the fellowships. 

For more information on
the requirements for appli­
cation, interested individ­
uals can visit rotary.org/
peace-fellowships or contact
Brittain through email at
NancyLBrittain@icloud. 
com or via phone at (570)
423-0288. 

Connect with Matt: mrjen­
nings@thedailyreview.com. 
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Bring On The Pancakes and Syrup!

Clubs in 
action

Rotarians from the Abington clubmet with the North Scranton members 
in Dickson City to collaborate on an upcoming, public, literary event slated 
for Thursday May 5th at 7PM at the University of Scranton. 

Anyone interested in additional information or attending, contact Dr. 
Lamanna at sslamanna@aol.com. 

Abington Rotarians (l to r): Gail Cicerini and Dr. Sandie LaManna, literacy event 
co-ordinator, Patti Mazzi, North Scranton Rotarian, Diane Calabro from the 

Abingtons and North Scranton Rotarian 
and Past District Governor, Marcia Loughman.
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Abington Rotary Collecting Spring Cleaning Supplies

In honor of St. Patrick’s Day, 
Rotary Club of the Abingtons members 

will be collecting spring cleaning supplies 
for the Dalton Food Pantry on:

Thursday, March 17, 2022
11 AM - 1 PM

Clarks Summit Fire House
Bedford Street, Clarks Summit

Donations may be dropped off at that time 
or in advance at:

PSBank, 100 Old Lackawanna Trail
or

Community Bank, 931 S. State Street

“Green stuff” donations accepted as well or send to:
Rotary Club of the Abingtons

PO Box 392, Clarks Summit, PA 18411
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The Hamlin/Lake Ariel Rotary Club held a blood drive in coordination with 
the American Red Cross on March 2nd, 2022 in support of one of their 
founding Rotarians, Larry Ditty.  Blood is in short supply and high demand. 
Now, more than ever, your donations are needed! More than 40 pints of 
blood were donated they hope to make this an annual event.

To find an upcoming blood drive click here!

https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/find-drive



RotaryDistrict7410@gmail.comConnect

Alec, Ken, Joseph and Lisa Marie enjoying the Hazleton Rotary Happy 
Holiday Celebration held on Wednesday, February 23rd at Cabana’s 
Restaurant & Bar, 700 N. James Street.

Thanks to Gregoria and her staff for hosting the annual event and to Lisa 
Marie for organizing it.

Begun in 1921, Hazleton Rotary  includes social events in addition to 
fundraising, planning and implementing service projects for the 
community and meeting weekly at noon on Wednesdays at The Pines.

For further information please go the Hazleton Rotary Facebook page 
and/or www.hazletonrotary.org

Hazleton Rotary Happy Holiday Celebration 

https://www.facebook.com/HazletonRotary
http://www.hazletonrotary.org 
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Our Holiday Giving (Christmas) Project was another success. The Club, with some 
assistance from community donors, was able to distribute 148 - $50 gift cards to 
needy children in the Jim Thorpe Area School District.

Along with several community partners, we continue to work on the establishment 
of a Pre-K / Pre-School Program in the Borough.

In February we welcomed our newest Member, Lori Chaplin. Lori is a retired 
teacher and administrator and currently is the Executive Director of the Eastcentral 
PA Area Health Education Council. With the addition of Lori, we have 30 members 
– an increase of 8 members since April 2021.

Four students have been selected to attend this year’s RYLA program – two each 
from the Jim Thorpe area School District and the Carbon Career and Technical 
Institute.

Seven students from CCTI entered the Essay contest and the winners read their 
essay to the Club; 1st Place – Victoria Bennick, 2nd Place, Craig Conville; and 3rd 
Place – Owen Brody. Victoria’s essay was submitted to the District and she received 
a $50 gift. Craig and Owen received $25 gifts.

Planning has begun for the Summer Recreation Program for children in 2nd to 6th 
grade. It will be held at Memorial Park from June 20 to August 11. This will be the 
25th year that the Program has been in existence.

Last year’s four scholarship recipients Submitted their 1st semester transcripts 
and all were sent $500 checks. This year we will raise the scholarships’ amounts to 
$750.

Club Updates
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We have established $300 Teacher grants each for the LB Morris and Penn-Kidder 
Elementary Schools. This replaces the Dictionary Project that we had participated 
in for many years.

Charitable donations this calendar year include: Family Promise ($300), Carbon 
County Community Foundation Penny Allison Fund ($250), St. Peter’s 
Community Resource Center ($250), Nepal Mushroom Project ($250 pledged), 
Turn To Us ($200), Valor Veteran’s Clinic ($100), and Leukemia & Lymphoma Society 
($100).

CCTI’s first IRC meeting for the 2021-22 school was attended by members of the 
Jim Thorpe Rotary Club, Dr. Clem McGinley and Sharon Alexander.
McGinley presented details regarding the Rotary Club’s endeavors and their 
involvement in the community and around the world and the significance of the 
Motto “Service above Self.”

Interact’s past accomplishments and future projects were discussed. In previous 
years, the club supported multiple community projects, including local food banks 
and needy families, and participated in a water purification project for Honduras 
and PolioPlus eradication project. 

This year, the club has completed collections for the local cat shelter, which will be 
repeated in the future; and will collect food for CCTI families during the month of 
November.
Upcoming projects include selling beverages during lunch such as hot apple cider, 
hot chocolate and root beer floats, all according to season to promote the club; 
preparing a lunch or dinner and donating it to the Palmerton Veteran Organization 
to thank them for their service; assisting Dimmick Library with story time - 
individual students will videotape a reading session (pre-K story book) to be posted 
on the library’s website; have volunteers be present in the library for their 
upcoming STEM projects starting in January; host a March Madness hat day 
fundraising event; host the annual egg hunt in the spring; collect needed items for 
the local pet shelters and food pantry; and design cards and prepare a gift basket 
for the children in the hospital at Lehigh Valley Health Network during the 
Christmas season.
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Interact Rotary Club officers elected in January are, from left, Elizabeth Rex, 
president; Montanna Costenbader, vice president; Jordyn Drumbore, secretary; 

and Haley Kuehner, treasurer. 
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Friedman Jewish Community Center & Rotary Club of Kingston Present

BOWLING BENEFIT
FUNDRAISER

When: Sunday, April 3, 2022
Time: 2:00-4:00pm

(includes 2 hours of unlimited bowling, complimentary shoe rental, pizza & soda)

Where: Chacko’s Family Bowling Center | 195 N. Wilkes-Barre Blvd.
Cost: $25 per person

10 Corporate Lane Sponsors available at $100.00 per lane
FFor tickets, sponsorships and any information, email: gary.bernstein@nepajca.org
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The Rotary Club of Kingston packed 420 boxes of food at CEO Weinberg 
Food Bank for distribution to our food insecure, senior neighbors. 

Food Bank Distribution

 Pictured are (from the left): Bob Kopec, Brian Wilson, Gary Bernstein, Bill Watters, 
Rich Kaufer, Bob Bohn, Debra Cwalina, Judy Barrett, Samantha Bovolick, Whitney 

Lopuhovsky, Chris Sauchak, and Joe Mitchneck
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Lehighton Rotary to host inaugural spring community event
With the ever-increasing popularity of our annual Lehighton Handmade Holiday Craft Show, 
Lehighton Rotary proudly presents a new spring event – our inaugural Lehighton Handmade 
Spring Craft Show.

It will take place on Saturday, April 9, 2022 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the recently-renovated 
Franklin Township Volunteer Fire Company – located at 2440 Fairyland Road, Lehighton, PA 
18235 … This venue offers easy access; plenty of space – both inside and out; and an 
abundance of FREE parking.

Keeping with our tradition … Admission is also FREE!

In addition to over 40 multi-talented artisans offering a wide variety of unique handmade-only 
creations – both indoors and outdoors – guests will enjoy our newly-designed layout to make 
for an easier, less-crowded flow.

There will be a timely opportunity for photos / selfies with the Easter Bunny.  Buster the Clown 
will be on hand as well to entertain “children of all ages.” 
 
There will also be raffles; a non-perishable food and toiletries drive – with all donations given 
to local community pantries; and a donation drive for our “furry friends” at local animal 
shelters.

For the comfort and convenience of our artisans and guests, Franklin Township Volunteer Fire 
Company will have their kitchen open throughout the day – offering local favorites.

Proceeds from this event will benefit the community and educational programs of Lehighton 
Rotary – chartered in 1921, celebrating over 100 years of service to our community.

Partnership investment opportunities are available.

For more information about this inaugural spring event, visit us on Facebook at Lehighton 
Handmade Holiday Craft Show and / or contact Michael and Erica Heery at 
HandmadeHolidayCraftShow@yahoo.com.

Mark your calendar for our 10th annual Lehighton Handmade Holiday Craft Show on Satur-
day, November 5, 2022 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Franklin Township Volunteer Fire Company – 
which will include photos / selfies with Santa Claus … Again, follow us on Facebook.  

https://www.facebook.com/events/519034889577344/?acontext=%7B%22event_action_history%22%3A[%7B%22mechanism%22%3A%22search_results%22%2C%22surface%22%3A%22search%22%7D]%2C%22ref_notif_type%22%3Anull%7D
https://www.facebook.com/events/519034889577344/?acontext=%7B%22event_action_history%22%3A[%7B%22mechanism%22%3A%22search_results%22%2C%22surface%22%3A%22search%22%7D]%2C%22ref_notif_type%22%3Anull%7D
https://www.facebook.com/lehightonrotary
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   Pocono Mountains MuniciPal

airport - Mpo
rte 611, Mt. Pocono, Pa

Rotary of the 
Pocono Mountains
Rotary of Mt Pocono Fly-in Drive-In

            
8:00 am - 2:00 pm

Rain or Shine

Sponsored by the 
Mt. Pocono Rotary

 A PORTION OF PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT 
THE EAST STROUDSBURG SALVATION ARMY

 Rt. 611            Mt. Pocono, PA         800-321-5890           Pocono Mts. Airport▲▲▲

Community 
Aviation Day 
Fly-In    Drive-In 

Breakfast

1:30 pm Memorial Day Veterans Ceremony 
with Parachute Jump

Pancake Breakfast Tickets 

$10 Adults ~ $6 Children 12 & under

Helicopter & Airplane Rides  ~ Airplane & Military Displays

Kids Activities  ~  Antique Cars ~ Pocono Raceway Pace Car  

25    Annual th

Public Welcome

Tickets at the gate or go to 
RotaryFlyInBreakfast.com 
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& MOYER
PAPILLON
& MOYER

PM
570-421-5020
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Sunday, May 24, 2020

Use 188 Airport Drive, Tobyhanna, PA for driving directions

FREEPlane RidesFor KidsAges 8-17       9 am to 1 pmProvided byYoung Eagles EAA Program

© Kelsey Lamberton
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© Kelsey Lamberton

© Kelsey Lamberton

© Kelsey Lamberton
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a continued success

thanks to

Follow Event Details & Updates
rotaryFlyinBreakfast.com

sunday, May 29, 2022 
8aM - 2pM

open to the puBlic
Helicopter & Airplane Rides ~ Airplane & Military Displays

Kids Activities ~ Antique Cars ~ Booth Exhibits
Pocono Raceway Pace Car

pancake BreakFast tickets
$10 adults ~ $6 kids ages 12 & under

A Portion of Proceeds Benefits
the salvation army*East Stroudsburg

Freeplane ridesFor kidsages 8-17 9aM-noonprovided Byyoung eagles eaaPlane Rides Subject to 
Weather & Pilot Availability

& a variety oF volunteers

gps directions: use 188 airport drive, tobyhanna, pa                 phone: 800.321.5890

 Breakfast Held Rain or Shine

online at acebook.com/rotaryFlyinDriveinBreakfast
  watch For exciting updates

$5 parking per car
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NEW MILFORD AREA ROTARY FINDING SUCCESS WITH
CORPORATE MEMBERSHIP RECRUITING

In early 2020 the New Milford Area Rotary Club decided to pursue a Corporate 
Membership category for its membership drive efforts, and then since March 2021 
taking advantage of the District’s “new membership dues waiver initiative”. This 
waiver carries through June 30th of this year. 

Despite being interrupted to some degree by the onset of the COVID pandemic, 
the club has steadily realized success with this effort. Since March 2020, the club 
has realized ten (10) new members through this Corporate Membership initiative, 
and thirteen (13) new individual memberships, although one (1) of those 
individual members transferred to Rotary in Wisconsin conducive with an
employment change. With that, our current membership as of this newsletter 
stands at 35 active members and 11 Honorary members. Currently four (4)  more 
new Corporate Memberships and four (4) plus individual memberships are under 
discussion. 

In addition to increasing membership and thus our club’s ability to conduct service 
activities in the community, we envision this effort will eventually help us in the 
establishment of a Rotary Satellite Club in Montrose, Susquehanna County. The 
Montrose Club unfortunately turned in its charter in 2016 after 100 years. 

Starting in 2019, the New Milford Area Rotary began  an effort to  re-introduce  and 
return Rotary to Montrose. This started with a  District Grant that 
collaborated with many Montrose area businesses  to start the United Way’s Real 
Men Read Mentoring Program in the Kindergarten classes of Montrose Area School 
District. Additional service activities in the Montrose area include dictionary 
distribution to third graders, Leopold Chocolate Rotary Wheel fundraising sales, 
Christmas Season bell ringing on behalf of the Salvation Army, solicitation of busi-
ness donations for the District On-Line Virtual Auction, Volunteer Ambassador with 
the American Red Cross Blood Drives, District Youth Essay Contest,  and 
volunteering at the food bank distribution at Endless Mountains Health Systems, 
Montrose- once each month. 



Ashley Weidow Induction- Left to Right: 
Ashley Weidow, Tom Kurosky,

New Milford Area Rotary President
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Corporate Membership in Rotary WORKS! For more information contact David 
Palmer, Membership Chair, New Milford Area Rotary at davesolopalmer@gmail.
com or 570-498-6637. 

Brandi Taylor Induction- Left to Right: 
Brandi Taylor, Tom Kurosky,

New Milford Area Rotary President

Kimberly Smith Induction- Left to right: Kim-
berly Smith; Tom

Kurosky, New Milford Area Rotary President

NBT Bank, New Milford Induction- 
Left to right Marissa Greene,

Branch Manager; 
Tom Kurosky, New Milford area Rotary President
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Blue Ridge School District Induction- Left to Right: 
Matthew Button,

Superintendent of Schools, Blue Ridge School District, 
Tom Kurosky, 

NewMilford Area Rotary President

Corporate Membership in Rotary WORKS! For more information contact David 
Palmer, Membership Chair, New Milford Area Rotary at davesolopalmer@gmail.
com or 570-498-6637. 

Brandi Taylor Induction- Left to Right: 
Brandi Taylor, Tom Kurosky,

New Milford Area Rotary President
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The Rotary Club of Wilkes-Barre is proud to donate the proceeds for their Support Local 
BINGO fundraiser to the Wyoming Valley Children’s Association and the Osterhout Free Library 
in support of local children’s programs. The new fundraising event gave community members 
the opportunity to purchase BINGO cards that featured deals/coupons from 24 local business-
es. Completed BINGO cards were submitted for a chance to win a $500 Cash Prize! 

The Support Local BINGO fundraiser replaced the Wilkes-Barre Rotary Club’s popular Designer 
Purse Bingo and aimed to highlight local businesses while supporting WVCA and the library. 
Participating businesses included Jonathans Restaurant, The Chill Grill, What A Pair, A&M Floral 
Express, Nucleus Raw Foods, Chic Chic Market, Theos Metro Restaurants, Oyster Restaurant, 
Forty Fort Lube & Service, The Hatchet Factory, Pour Coffee House, Senunas’ Bar & Grill, Circles 
on the Square, Boozy B’s, What’s Shaken, Around Town Bicycles, Ocean’s Juice & Seafood Bar, 
Chacko’s Family Bowling Center, Eleventh Element, Rodanos & Franklins, The Woodhouse Day 
Spa, Ron’s Service Center, Breaker Brewing Company, and Abide Coffee House. 

Due to the generosity of the community, sponsors, and participating businesses the Wil-
kes-Barre Rotary Club raised a total of $5000 to be donated to the Wyoming Valley Children’s 
Association and the Osterhout Free Library. 

The Wilkes-Barre Rotary Club 
has been serving the greater 
Wilkes-Barre community for 
over 100 years. The 
mission of Rotary is to 
provide service to others, 
promote integrity, and 
advance world 
understanding, goodwill, and 
peace through its fellowship 
of business, professional, 
and community leaders.  

For more information about 
the Rotary Club of Wil-
kes-Barre, please visit our 
Facebook Page at @Rotary-
ClubofWilkesBarrePA. You 
can also reach out to our 
current club president, Ahmad Ali, at rotarywilkesbarre@gmail.com.
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Wilkes-Barre Rotary Supports Wyoming Valley Children’s Association 
and the Osterhout Free Library

https://www.facebook.com/RotaryClubofWilkesBarrePA
https://www.facebook.com/RotaryClubofWilkesBarrePA


May the winds of fortune 
sail you.
May you 

sail a gentle sea.
May it always 

be the other guy
who says,

“This Drink’s On Me!”
-Irish Blessing


