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I am sure you will all appreciate the difficulty this situation presents for me; however I
believe I have a duty of care to both conference attendees and my local community. Your
health and well-being is my priority. Thank you for your understanding.
Yesterday Saturday 14 March, the District 9640 Governor (G Train) decided to cancel the
2020 District Conference in Tenterfield scheduled for 27 -29 March.
The decision to cancel the conference has not been made lightly and has been part of my
deliberations now for several weeks as information regarding CODIV 19 has come to hand.
Our decision has been based on several considerations and possible implications for both
conference attendees and the community of Tenterfield. These include the following:
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Tenterfield is a reasonably small town with a population of less than 4000 people
It has a high % of people in the High-risk category (70 years plus)
We have two aged care facilities with 80 plus, low to high dependence patients
Tenterfield is only equipped with an 18-bed hospital with minimal services and facilities
The Tenterfield Rotary Club have 3 members who are integral staff members (nursing staff) of these facilities
Travel advice to most organisations is to not undertake un-necessary travel both domestic and international
Gatherings of people of 500 plus should be avoided (I’m not sure what the difference is between 300 and 500?)
Organisations that we have engaged to support our conference include our Tenterfield High School students
and Staff and primary school Parents and Citizens organisation
So far, I have lost one of my Keynote speakers and could possibly lose more
Rotary is an advocate for disease control and eradication and must take the high moral ground on this issue
Rotary, with the good work done recently with the drought and bushfires in this district, doesn’t need to undo
this work by potentially getting the blame for bringing the virus into town.
Most importantly – Tenterfield may be able to contain or deal with this virus if it doesn’t hit us hard, in other
words - moves through the community slowly. By introducing the possibility of accelerating the spread of this
virus throughout our community would have a disastrous effect on the community.
Finally, and most importantly, I have a duty of care to my fellow Rotarians (many who are in the high-risk
category) attending this conference and to the community of Tenterfield.

Shauna and I are naturally disappointed this decision had to be taken as so much work has gone into developing a
conference that we believe was going to be extremely engaging, thought provoking, lots of fun with surprises and new
connections.
Conference is a big part of the year and is our opportunity to celebrate the many good things that we do as clubs and
individuals, so I encourage you all to do this at your club level as we move toward the end of this year.
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Our decision to hold conference in Tenterfield was made because we knew that Tenterfield, like so many country
communities, would be in need of income due to the severe drought. Naturally recent events with bushfires and now
the Corona Virus have made this situation worse. As many of you have accommodation bookings in Tenterfield and
there is no restriction on personal travel (yet), I would like you all to consider coming to Tenterfield for the weekend as
tourists, enjoy the wonderful hospitality of our community and visit the many fine attractions, coffee shops, shops,
national parks and museums that we have on offer. Delaying your visit until later in the year when things have calmed
down may be a better option for some Rotarians.
Those Rotarians who have booked for events will be refunded in due course.
Finally, to the Tenterfield Rotary Club and my conference committee, Shauna and I would like to extend our sincere
thanks and gratitude for all their support, patience and commitment toward this event.
Sincerely yours Harry J Bolton District Governor Rotary District 9640

Club Development and Club visits
Congratulations to Coomera Waters Rotary Club who were chartered on the 21st November 2019 with 22 new
members. Michelle Ryan is the Charter President. (Please read District Club Development & Extension Chair PDG Sandy
Doumany’s report further in the newsletter.)
I am also excited to announce that the Rotary Satellite Club of
Coomera River – Tamborine Mountain will be formed on 18th
March 2020 and that the Lismore Rotary club is well advanced
with their planning and preparations to create their satellite
club. Well done to all.
Shauna and I enjoyed a wonderful evening of fellowship and
fun with the Rotary Club of Parkwood with many Rotarians
turning out in their finest Aloha shirts making the night a
colourful and fun evening. Monday 9th March we will be with
the Rotary Club of Stanthorpe.

Rotary Club of Parkwood DG visit.

MARCH Area of Focus: Water and Sanitation
Providing clean water is one of Rotary’s six areas of focus* and so the theme for the month of
March is “Water & Sanitation”.
Rotary supports local solutions to bring clean water, sanitation, and hygiene to more
people every day. We don’t just build wells and walk away. We share our expertise
with community leaders and educators to make sure our projects succeed long-term.
Clean water is a basic human right that many are often denied. There are 2.5
billion people in the world that lack access to improved sanitation and 748 million
people that don’t have clean drinking water. Nearly 1400 children die each day
from diseases caused by lack of sanitation and unsafe water. When people have
access to clean water, they live healthier and more productive lives.
During March, Rotary Water and Sanitation Month, Rotarians are celebrating our
commitment to create healthier communities by supplying clean water and sanitation facilities to prevent the spread of
infectious diseases.
Read more at Rotary Service Connections and see examples of club service projects that are creating a lasting impact.
*Rotary International is focussing its efforts in six areas to enhance our local and global impact. Rotary’s most successful
and sustainable projects and activities tend to fall within the following areas:



Promoting peace
Fighting disease




Providing clean water
Saving mothers and children
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Supporting education
Growing local economies

MALARIA VACCINE PROJECT (Shauna’s Partner Project)
Thank you to the clubs that have already donated to the Malaria Vaccine Project.
Please consider a donation if you have not already done so.
Contributions can be made to:
NAB Account: RI District 9640 Ltd
BSB: 084 462 Account Number: 79 639 5692 Reference: MVP
Have a great month everyone. Enjoy the rest of this newsletter. DG Harry Bolton

MBA LAWYERS PARTNERING WITH MALARIA VACCINE PROJECT
Gold Coast based law firm MBA Lawyers in celebration of
their 50th anniversary signed a memorandum of
understanding to be a corporate partner of the Institute of
Glycomics of Griffith University's Malaria Vaccine Research
Project sponsored by Griffith University Rotary Club and our
Rotary District 9640 in Australia.
Anton Richardson Partner of MBA Lawyers and President of
Varsity Lakes Rotary Club together with Past Rotary District
Governor Prof. Graham Jones signed the document at a
simple ceremony witnessed by members of MBA Lawyers,
Institute of Glycomics and Rotary District 9640.
Rotary District 9640's efforts have raised A$1.1 Million for
this research in the past 3 years from donations by Rotarians,
Rotary Clubs & Rotary Districts across Australia and the
Australian Federal Government. This Malaria vaccine
research led by Prof. Michael Good and Rtn Danielle Stanisic
has now reached the stage of human testing, so very soon
we can save over 400,000 people across the world who die
of Malaria every year.
Andy Rajapakse | DGE 2020-21 | Public Image Chairman

Sam & I attended the Meeting on the 27th February of the Griffith
Gold Coast Club, what a pleasure it always is to catch up with the
members. The Club has 22 Members and 22 Associate members,
with some of these starting to convert to full Rotarian
Membership.
The sheer youth enthusiasm in the room cannot be ignored and
instantly enjoyed. Even Karin & Benji from Hope Island were
there to enjoy the meeting, I think Benji thinks some of the
members are more his age.
I like the suggestion that they are now
putting students as deputies in all the roles
in the Club, it serves 2 purposes, one to
learn more about Rotary, second, gives a
sense of belonging to the Club and
participating.
Well done all, from Satellite Club to full Rotary Club, you are to be congratulated.
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CELEBRATION OF THE ROTARY CLUB OF COOMERA WATERS
On the 21st November 2019 a new Club was approved at Coomera Waters with 22
new members. Michelle Ryan is the Charter President and is a super energy, make
things happen lady, who will be a dynamic leader and make sure her Club is active,
committed and very much a part of the local community.
On the 25th February they had a Celebration at the Coomera Waters Tavern
attended by members of the following Rotary Clubs Hope Island, Coomera Valley,
Surfers Sunrise, Ashmore, Lismore, Mt. Warning, Burleigh Heads, State & Local
Politicians, members of the Club & guests.
Unfortunately DG Harry was unable to attend so PDG Terry Brown & PDG Sandy
Doumany were on hand to perform the formalities on such a special night, including
2 inductions, the presentation of the Charter and the $5000 cheque from the
District.
PDG Sandy Doumany | District Club Development & Extension Chair

An alternative twist to this month’s Rotary theme
So far, nobody is panic buying water… (even though, only a month or so ago, in some regions we
weren’t all that far away from it…) But now we observe the behaviour of people panic buying, even
stealing Sanitation and Hygiene products. It certainly would appear that the so-called “developed,
civilized” world, of which we are supposed to be part of, is not anywhere near as developed or civilized
as appears on the surface. Do you shudder to think what would evolve if we had a real emergency?
But back to the Rotary theme for the month of March: Water, Sanitation and Hygiene. I dare to say that
most of you readers of the District Newsletter belong to the “converted” class. By that I mean that there is no
need for me to extol the virtues of The Rotary Foundation’s work in relation to this theme. Some of us have
read and heard it almost to the point of numbness. (If you’re new to this, however, just jump to
www.rotary.org – it’s all there!) So, allow me to instead talk about Water Carriers.
‘Water Carriers’? Well, in the life of some American Indian tribes, the Water Carrier was held in high esteem; after
all, water, like food and air, is essential for survival. He was not the chief, nor a brave warrior. He simply was
there, finding water and ensuring that the tribe had sufficient supply. [What?? No Henrietta, making sure
that we have sufficient toilet paper doesn’t qualify you for special recognition!]. In most Rotary clubs, there
is at least one member who is that club’s “Water Carrier”. Sometimes that person might have the humorous
epithet of “Minister for Everything”. But it is this very type of person, be that in a family, in a club, company,
organisation and even a nation, who ensures commitment, longevity, resourcefulness, renewal, common wealth.
All Rotarians (should) have high beliefs and share common goals, but it is the ‘Water Carriers’ which bind the
organisation together by their constant active participation and involvement. And with the risk of inadvertently
promoting a certain sporting goods manufacturer, these are the people whose personal slogan most likely is ‘Just do it’.
Franz Huber | Rotary Club of Surfers Sunrise Inc
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Patsy Lucas | ROTARY YOUTH LEADERSHIP AWARDS (RYLA) M: 0419 651 213 E: greenridge07@gmail.com

RC of Ballina-on-Richmond connecting with Communities
CARAVAN OF HOPE
When a request went out from the RC
of Harvey Bay for the community to
assist fire victims in Conjola a local
farmer answered the call and donated
the family caravan to house a family
whose home was lost in the recent
fires.
Harvey Bay Rotarian, Richard Watt, sent out a request to clubs to tow the van to
Conjola by having Rotarians taking the caravan in stages along the way. This
worked out a very efficient and practicable way to move the caravan to Conjola in
the best possible time
Ballina-on-Richmond Rotarians Dave Harmon and Col Lee towed the caravan from
Tweed Heads to Coffs Harbour stopping at Ballina’s Big Prawn to be met by the
Mayor, David Wright and the NBN News Crew who did a story on the Caravan of Hope on the regional news. This story
was viewed by many thousands demonstrating first- hand Rotary District 9640 in action helping a family in crisis in
Conjola NSW.
PP Col Lee, Community Service Director
RAPPVILE FIRE RECOVERY
BOR Rotary is continuing its support for the victims of the recent Rappville
Bush Fires. A couple of weeks ago our club donated funds to go towards
purchasing fence posts and wire. Many farmers not only lost stock in the
fires but lost most of their fencing.
Last week members of our club travelled to Rappville to meet some
residents affected by the fires and to look at some of the fencing that has
been erected with the funds we provided.
We were devastated by the loss many have experienced. With some of these residents you cannot even use the saying
‘lost everything but the shirt on his back’.
Ross, one farmer we spoke to, lost 50 cattle and 15 km of fencing. Remember that these farmers were still in drought
when the fires hit and had already spent their savings on feed and water, with many extending their credit with the
bank to get through the drought. Then the fires came. Merv, another farmer we spoke to, lost his house, sawmill, a shed
that housed his motor bikes, vehicles, and hand and power tools. He was wearing donated clothes at our meeting. He
lost everything.
Our club conducted a charity golf day recently with all the money raised going towards Fire effected residents of
Rappville. RC of Lismore West have also provided funding in conjunction with our club for Rappville.
If any clubs are interested in providing any help please contact me on 0401 956 996
Dave Harmon – President
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ROTARY FRIENDSHIP EXCHANGE OPPORTUNITY

Photo is of the Rotary Friendship Team going to District 5495
Arizona in October 2020
Back row; Peter Swain Alstonville, Michaela Waite Griffith Gold
Coast, Ludmila Bischoff Summerland Sunrise, Donna Gillett-Shaw
Surfers paradise, Guy Murphy Gold Coast Passport
Front Row: Olwen King, Gordon King Alstonville, Barbara Swain

RFE team to Brazil District
4640 - yes, only 4 team
members.
Collette and Peter McArdle
and Ron and Allison Borland

Learn more in the Rotary Friendship Exchange
Handbook.
Learn more about Rotary Friendship Exchange at
the Rotary International website.
General Information for Rotary Friendship Exchange
Participants

ROTARY FRIENDSHIP EXCHANGE OPPORTUNITY - Places available to PENNSYLVANIA - Mid 2021

Rotary Friendship Exchange is open to all Rotarians and partners. The exchange is for 2 weeks, with the team members
being hosted with Rotarians from Pennsylvania. Expenses include flights, tour admissions and lunch or dinner out.
You can apply to be part of a team of up to twelve, to participate in this great Rotary experience of culture, friendship
and hospitality in May, June or September in District 7430 (dates to be confirmed).
District 7430 is the south eastern part of Pennsylvania, bordering on New Jersey. It is a mixture of urban and agricultural
areas which creates a diversity of life styles and vocations and is in the middle of the extensive metro region between
Washington DC and Boston, MA. Highlights of the visit may include Longwood Gardens, one of the premier gardens in
the US 1000 acres 2 acres under glass, Lancaster and the Amish country, tour of Martin Guitar and museum famous
custom guitars of many famous musicians, tour of Moravian Tile
Works on the national register part of arts and crafts movement.
The exchange could provide a great opportunity to visit
Washington DC, New York City, Philadelphia or other parts of the
USA either before or after the exchange.
Please contact RFE Chair Wendy Scarlett
E: wendy.scarlett@hotmail.com M: 0400 715 207

9th April is the deadline for the next edition
Email the Editor – Jodie Shelley orungalj@bigpond.net.au
Website: www.rotary9640.org Facebook: www.facebook.com/RotaryDistrict9640
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