
Worldwide contributions:  Annual Fund $140.2m Polio Plus $33.2m  Endowment Fund $33.8m Other Funds $45.3m  

* The figures are unaudited and do not include contributions by the Gates Foundation. 

Jeff’s Journal 
 

ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT MONTH 
 

Rotary’s theme for October is Economic and Community Development which is one of 
Rotary’s Seven Areas of Focus. Projects in the other Areas of Focus being Maternal 
and Child Health, Peace and Conflict Resolution, Water and Sanitation, Basic 
Education and Literacy, Disease Prevention and Treatment and Supporting the 
Environment also contribute greatly to the economic and community development of 
the countries benefited by projects in those areas. 
 

The service projects that we, as Rotarians, carry out throughout the world increase the prosperity of communities 
less fortunate than ourselves. These projects support entrepreneurs, create opportunities for work, empower 
women, provide sustainable resources, provide advice on business development and train people to be 
resources in their communities, which all help to enhance the lives of the citizens of the countries where the 
projects are carried out. 
 

Clubs in our District are having a positive impact on the Economic and Community Development of: 

 The Philippines by providing micro loans through the Muravah Foundation (Parkwood) 

 Cambodia through building schools, installing wells, providing training and micro loans through Sustaining 
Cambodia (Lismore West and Summerland Sunrise) 

 Worldwide by providing micro loans through KIVA (Ashmore and the E Club) 
as well through other projects and programs.  
 

We need to continue with this Service to Change Lives. 
 

ROTARY FOUNDATION GIVING IN 2020/2021 
In the financial year ended 30 June 2021, the following contributions were made to the Rotary Foundation in US$  
 
 
 
 
 
 
* Other Funds include directed gifts and contributions to approved grants. 

Congratulations to IPDG Andy, Foundation Chair Phil Fairweather and his team and all Clubs and Rotarians in 
our District who contributed to these outstanding results. 
 

ZONE 8 VIRTUAL CONFERENCE 11 AND 12 SEPTEMBER 
It was great to see that the ‘Say No to Domestic Violence’ Program, which was so prominently supported in our 
District, was the first project showcased at the conference. There were lots of images of District 9640 Rotarians 
in their purple T shirts on their walks for the campaign. On the second day there was a feature on the Ashmore 
Men’s Shed with Rotarian Ian Wilson having a starring role. 
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Rotary Clubs and members in Australia (average per club)                                                                                                             

Annual Fund          $168,337  (up 20.4% on the previous year)       

Polio Plus               $47,394    (up 18.9% on the previous year)                                                                                                                  

Endowment Fund  $43,693    (down 21.8% on the previous year)                                                                                                   

Other Funds           $47,707    (up 113.7% on the previous year) 

 

Clubs and Members in District 9640 

Annual Fund         $148,578  (up 66.2%) 

Polio Plus              $35,242    (down 3.4%) 

Endowment Fund $92,052    (up 1195.5%) 

Other Funds          $56,896    (up 630.9%) 
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A brief snippet of what some of the keynote speakers said is set out below: 
 

 International President Shekhar Mehta said that 
he truly became a Rotarian when he started to 
think of others before himself. 
 

 PDG Ann Lee Hussey from Portland USA, who 
contracted Polio as an infant and is a prominent 
supporter of the End Polio campaign, urged us to 
tell Rotary’s story on Polio and said that Rotary 
creates endless opportunities, experiences and 
memories. 
 

 General Secretary John Hewko advised that 
currently there are only two cases of Wild Polio in 
the world, one in Pakistan and one in Afghanistan, 
and that all indications are that the new Taliban 
Government in Afghanistan is supportive of the 
End Polio campaign continuing. 
 

 Mark Pearce, CEO of Volunteering Australia, said 
that volunteering not only benefits the community 
but also makes the life of the volunteer better and 
that rates of formal volunteering (like Rotary 
membership) are on the decrease but rates of 
informal volunteering (spontaneous micro 
volunteering) was on the increase because 
volunteers required flexibility as changes to job 
conditions meant that volunteers could not commit 
to volunteering at the same time on a regular 

basis. My take on this was that maybe the 
message to Rotary is that we need to look more to 
Friends of Rotary to assist in our service activities. 
 

 Costa Georgiadis, the Host of Gardening Australia 
and an Environmental Ambassador for Rotary, 
said that Rotary cannot grow unless it connects 
with its community. 
 

 International President Elect Jennifer Jones said 
that if you have dreams, it is your responsibility to 
make them happen and that the greatest value of 
Rotary is the change it brings to ourselves. 
 

 Rotary Foundation Trustee Guam Vahanvaty from 
India said no-one has ever become poor by giving 
to others. By giving we become rich. 
 

 Dr Robbie Francis Watene, a former Rotary 
Ambassadorial Scholar and Disability Advocate, 
said that we achieve when passion meets 
purpose. 
 

 Rotary International Trustee Dean Rohrs, 
originally from Zambia but now from Canada, said 
that to succeed in a challenge you need 
leadership and a plan and that Rotary has allowed 
ordinary people to do extraordinary things. 

 

The final speaker was Mary Barry from the Rotary Club of Melbourne who provided an insight into what you may 
experience if you attend the International Convention from 27 to 31 May 2023. Mary is the Chair of the Host 
Organising Committee for the Convention.            

                         District Governor Jeff Egan 
 

APPROVAL OF DISTRICT GRANTS 
Rotary International has advised the following clubs were successful applicants for District Grants in 2021/2022 
 

Rotary Club(s) Description Grant(AUD) 

Ballina-on-Richmond Domestic violence & awareness campaign $4000 

E-Club of NextGen Supply of medical equipment to a primary health care centre in a remote area $1500 

Fassifern Valley Agricultural field day promoting local businesses & service providers $3000 

Lismore 
Upgrade hazardous flooring in a soup kitchen & transitional housing organisation for 

marginalised men operated by volunteers 
$2430 

Lismore West Education campaign advocating benefits & use of safety lighting in homes of the elderly $5000 

Maclean 

1. Enhancement & beautification of a major park to make it usable & educational 

2. Restoration & enhancement of the local Rotary lookout to benefit both tourists & 

the local community 

3. Supply a feed silo, feed and stock to the Maclean High School 

$5,000 

$2500 

 

$2500 

Mt Warning AM 
Purchase & install good quality defibrillators in high need areas in the community & 

implement worker & community education 
$3600 

Warwick Sunrise 
Provide sun protection for young children, who need occupational & speech therapy, 

and their mothers whilst using outdoor learning spaces 
$5555 

Yamba Renovate & rejuvenate the steps on the Rotary walking track $4000 

 

CHECK OUT OUR DISTRICT 9640 WEBSITE - rotary9640.org 
 

This website is a ‘go to’ for what’s happening in our district. Webmaster Denis 

Hallworth has recently added new speakers who are available for club visits. 
rotary9640.org/page/potential-guest-speakers  

 

Looking for club programming ideas? View these videos from Rotary events 

on topics like leadership, diversity, and the power of relationship. 
vimeo.com/showcase/6968893 

https://rotary9640.org/
https://rotary9640.org/page/potential-guest-speakers
https://vimeo.com/showcase/6968893


3 
 

MEMBERSHIP SUMMIT 

Welcome to the District Leadership Team Janette Glynn 
 

I would like to begin with 
acknowledging where my 
sense of community 
volunteering and supporting 
others began. My 
background is entrenched 
within an extended family of 
people who laboured hard 
and loved unconditionally. 
Being a post war baby my 

partnership with community goes back to my 
childhood and the instilled philosophy of my mother 
about the responsibilities we all have to our family and 
to others within the community to which we belong. I 
can still hear my mother saying to me following scenes 
of me being totally ego centric within my outlook in my 
teenage years… ‘Janette at some stage within your 
life you are going to need to seek help from someone 
other than family. So always remember that if you are 
there for others, then in your time of need, someone 
will be there for you’. Mum would always conclude 
these moments with ‘and above all remember that I 
have found it can be more satisfying and meaningful 
to give than to receive’. My mother right up until she 
was unable to continue to do so not only spoke the 
talk, she also walked the walk. 
 
I have followed my mother’s lead and over the years I 
have belonged to, actively advocated and worked 
hands on within a number of community organisations 
present in the community and shire in which I live. 
During my career as an Early Childhood Teacher I 
volunteered my time and was heavily involved with 
organisations which were strong advocates for young 
children’s education and health and wellbeing.  
 
I am passionate about ensuring that all children and 
adolescents have the opportunities to gain their 
maximal potential. I believe that the Rotary Youth 
Programs are amazing resources to support this 
endeavour.  
 
My Rotary involvement has spanned over 21years and 
commenced at Mt Warning AM a couple months after 

the club chartered. I was a member of the club for 
almost 10years and during that time I held various 
positions on the board which included Rotary 
Foundation, Treasurer, Club Administration and 
President. 
 
Unfortunately, due to changes in work commitments I 
needed to find an evening club as I was no longer able 
to attend breakfast meetings. I became a member of 
Tweed Heads South in 2010 (now known as Banora 
Tweed) and have happily continued my Rotary 
participation within that club. Again, I have held a 
number of positions on the board which included 
Secretary, Youth Protection, Youth Chair, and 
President and I am responsible for publishing the 
fortnightly Bulletin.  
 
I have been involved at District on a number of levels 
in the roles of District Youth Chair and District 
Secretary and as Conference Convenor for PDG Anne 
Egan and on PDG Andy Rajapaske’s Conference 
Team as Secretary. I feel privileged to have been 
given these opportunities which have enabled me to 
work alongside dedicated and knowledgeable 
Rotarians from whom I have learnt so much and 
continue to learn new skills and differing ways to view 
and resolve situations. I have found these roles to be 
very rewarding and at the same time stimulating and 
challenging.   
 
On a personal level I have been blessed with having 
had a very happy marriage, being a mother of six 
children and a mamma to ten grandchildren.  I have 
been fortunate to have had three distinct career paths 
which included, being a Registered Nurse, Mother and 
Early Childhood Teacher….all of which I loved doing. 
 
I thoroughly enjoy my participation in Rotary and being 
with good friends whom I have met over the years. I 
hope like my mother I can continue to be involved in 
community volunteering for more years to come.  
 
YIR Janette Glynn 

 
 

 

Last month District 9640 held a very successful 
on-line Membership Summit. Rotarians are keen 
to hear more about our District’s Strategic Plan 
and how we managed to grow our membership 

and start 5 new clubs in 18 months. We had over 
80 participants representing 18 Rotary Districts 
including people from New Zealand, Tasmania, 
Thailand and Serbia. 
 
Our District is very fortunate to have so many 
membership champions. DG Jeff Egan opened 

the Summit and introduced our key note speaker 
Jessie Harman who explained why membership is 
such a high priority. 

We then had 4 of our District Membership Champions 
share their story on how they have grown their club 
and district membership. A big thank you to David 
Baguley for hosting the Summit and IPDG Andy 
Rajapakse, PDG Neil Maxwell and PP Candice Olivier 
for their inspirational and engaging presentations. 
 
Recording of the 
Summit is 
available on 
YouTube,  
Click HERE  
  
DGN Dave Harmon 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CkD7vg9EnSU


 

View the new video: 
youtu.be/HY3xvomWpZ0 
 

 
9640.ryea.org.au 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
District 9640 ROTARY TRAIN RIDE TO END POLIO 

 
 

NEW YEP 9640 WEBSITE AND STUDENT VIDEO 
 

We will share these new resources with 
the clubs when we embark on our club 
visits soon in anticipation of opening 
applications in the New Year for 2023 
outbound students! We will be in contact 
with the clubs to arrange this, but also, if 
they would like to get in touch with us to 

organise a presentation date/time, contact 
david_kenny@live.com  
 

Kathryn Koch Deputy Chair | Rotary 
Youth Exchange District 9640 Australia  

District 9640 ROTARY TRAIN RIDE TO END POLIO 
2021 Gold Coast All Stations Challenge 

 
After a successful South East Queensland event in 
2020, the 2021 Rotary Train Ride to End Polio will take 
place across the entire Gold Coast train and tram 
network. 
 

The main objectives of the Rotary Train Ride to End 
Polio are: 

1. Create awareness of our program (Public 
Image) 

2. Raise funds (at club level) (Fundraising) 
3. Rotarian Engagement (Fellowship) 
4. Ability to create a challenge (Inspire) 
5. End Polio (Transformation) 

 

In addition to riding the main train stations we will 
include the G-Link tram network between Broadbeach 
South and Helensvale station. 
 
We will also be maximising the publicity opportunity by 
staging the event during the early morning peak-time.  
 
Rotarians can either meet the train or tram at any of 
the stations for a photo opportunity (bring you club 
banner and/or your ceremonial cheque with you for 
display); or complete the whole or part of the ride. 
The more participants, the merrier! 
 
For more information contact: Polio Plus Committee 
Chair: Letitia de Lima  info@workforcepartners.com.au 

 
Train/Tram Station        Legs: 
LGS:LEGS:LEGS:LEGS: 

 1st & 2nd 
 

3rd & 4th 
 

Train  
Legs 

Varsity Lakes station 7:10 am 9:52 am 

Robina station 7:13 am 9:48 am 

Nerang station 7:19 am 9:42 am 

Helensvale Station 

 

7:24 am 9:37 am 

Tram  
Legs 

Helensvale Station 7:43 am 9:19 am 

Parkwood station 7:32 am 9:15 am 

Parkwood East station 7:35 am 9:11 am 

Gold Coast University Hospital 
station 

7:39 am 9:07 am 

Griffith Uni station (Southport) 7:41 am 9:06 am 

Queen Street station 
(Southport) 

7:44 am 9:02 am 

Nerang Street station 7:47 am 8:59 am 

Southport station 7:49 am 8:57 am 

Southport South station 7:51 am 8:55 am 

Broadwater Parklands station 7:53 am 8:53 am 

Main Beach station 7:55 am 8:51 am 

Surfers Paradise North station 7:58 am 8:48 am 

Cypress Avenue station 8:00 am 8:47 am 

Cavill Avenue station 8:02 am 8:44 am 

Surfers Paradise station 8:05 am 8:42 am 

Northcliffe station 8:06 am 8:40 am 

Florida Gardens station 8:08 am 8:38 am 

Broadbeach North station 8:11 am 8:36 am 

Broadbeach South station 8:28 am 8:34 am 

 

Diwali Festival Bookings: 
events.humanitix.com/diwali-festival 

https://youtu.be/HY3xvomWpZ0
https://youtu.be/HY3xvomWpZ0
https://9640.ryea.org.au/
mailto:david_kenny@live.com
mailto:info@workforcepartners.com.au;
https://events.humanitix.com/diwali-festival
https://events.humanitix.com/diwali-festival
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POWER OF ROTARY FELLOWSHIPS 
Griffith Gold Coast Rotary recently sourced a guest speaker via a contact made through a 
Rotary Fellowship. 
 

The speaker was from Ghana, Africa and truly was dynamic…members were absolutely 
blown away with her passion! She spoke about the projects her Club undertakes, such as in 
orphanages, schools, libraries, water and sanitation, maternity, food projects, book 
donations…and a whole lot more. 
 

When asked the best way to retain members, she didn’t hesitate to share her thoughts: 
firstly, keep members engaged by making sure they know their efforts are valued, and 
secondly…have fun! 
 

Fellowships are a great way to connect with people from around the world who share a 
mutual interest. Find out more at www.rotary.org/en/our-programs/more-fellowships 

 
POWER OF YOUR CLUB NEWSLETTER 
 

Griffith Gold Coast Rotary shares its newsletter with many non-Rotarians. The 
Club was recently both surprised and delighted to welcome a non-Rotarian who 
had read about the DG Partner project, SolarBuddy, in the Club's newsletter. 
 

The visitor is a teacher and he was so impressed with the SolarBuddy project that 
he has introduced it into the School's curriculum from next year. He decided to 
come along to a Club meeting to share his good news with Club members. Our 
Club will maintain contact with him and is exploring another option at the school, 
so who knows where this will lead...and all from a short piece in the Club's 
newsletter.                         
         Rhonda Whitton - Rotary Club of Griffith Gold Coast  

 
PARTNERS PROJECT SOLAR BUDDIES 

  
The following is an extract from the Solar Buddies 

Newsletter: Stories from the Field - September 2021 

 

Literacy is life-changing. Literacy enables people to 

fully engage with everyday life, to communicate and 

understand what is going on in the world around us. At 

SolarBuddy we believe literacy is freedom, a human 

right, a pathway to a thriving future. 
 

You've asked what we are doing for children living in 

energy poverty in Australia. We are thrilled to let you 

know we've partnered with the Australian Literacy and 

Numeracy Foundation (ALNF) to open opportunities for 

Australian children.  
 

This partnership has been kick-started with a donation 

of 550 SolarBuddy lights to ALNF’s literacy packs. 

These will go to children living in Alice Springs, where 

there's 300 sunny days every year! There's approx. 

500,000 Australian's living in energy poverty today.          

I believe this is simply unacceptable and I want to end 

energy poverty in Australia in the next 3 years.  

 

I am so hopeful for the future. Increasing literacy rates is 

crucial and that's why I've dedicated my life to 

illuminating the futures of all children. Thank you for 

making this possible!  
 

Simon Doble Founder and CEO, SolarBuddy 
 

PS I thought you might like to hear directly 

from Grace, a teacher who sees first hand, 

the impact of light on literacy. Click here to 

see a short video.  

Join us in Tenterfield at District 9640's first Rotary Expo. 

Enjoy a weekend in the high country, meeting new friends and hearing from world class speakers. 
 

The 2022 Rotary Expo will focus on fostering new friendships, connecting with other clubs and Rotarians and 
exploring the beauty and wonder of Tenterfield. Highlights include the House of Friendship, Sideshow Alley 
(showcasing club projects), getting hands-on with a service project and headline speakers.  

BOOK NOW: www.trybooking.com/BUPNB 
 

http://www.rotary.org/en/our-programs/more-fellowships
https://solarbuddy.org/
https://solarbuddy.cmail19.com/t/j-l-fkiykuy-ikqjlojr-j/
http://www.trybooking.com/BUPNB

