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Jeff’s Journal
In the world of Rotary December is Disease Prevention and Treatment Month.
A quick perusal of Club Newsletters and the List of Club Projects compiled by Neil
Baldwin shows that our Clubs are involved in a myriad of service projects that fall
within this month’s theme. These include:

 Birthing Kits – Alstonville, Ballina-on-Richmond and  Multifunctional Centre for Autistic Adults in Italy –
Banora Tweed

Mermaid Beach

 Mauna Health Centre in Vanuatu – Broadbeach,
Gold Coast, Surfers Sunrise, Burleigh Heads
Rotaract and Gold Coast Makers Rotaract

 Oriental Mindoro Emergency Medical Services in
the Philippines – Coomera Valley

 Critical Care Nursing in PNG, Pacific Islands and
Nepal – E-Club

 Critical Covid Support in India – Gold Coast
Passport

 Malaria Vaccine Project – Griffith Gold Coast and
Hope Island

 Kenya Health – Mt Warning AM
 Rotarians against Malaria – Stanthorpe
 Caleb Centre for Autism in Zambia – Warwick
Sunrise

 ECG Machine to India – E-Club
 Project Orange preventing Blindness in India – Gold
Coast

These projects all contribute to assisting some of the 400 million people in the world who lack access to basic
health care. These people are also assisted by our support of programs through Rotary Oceania Medical Aid for
Children (ROMAC), Interplast Australia and New Zealand, Australian Rotary Health and Donations in Kind.
But the jewel in the crown is Rotary’s End Polio Campaign. Why not support the push to finally eradicate the
world of polio by your Club becoming a Sir Clem Renouf End Polio Club.
CLUB VISITS

POLICE CITIZEN YOUTH CLUBS IN NSW

Kaileen and my visits to Clubs has continued. By the
end of November 42 Clubs have been visited – alas
only 9 in person and the rest by Zoom. One of the in
person visits was al fresco to Currumbin Coolangatta
Tweed where the meeting took place across the state
borders with members on either side of the barricades.
An innovative way to meet. I thank all Clubs for your
warm welcome and for all you do to make Rotary the
wonderful organisation that it is.

The District has entered a Memorandum of
Understanding with PCYCNSW whereby local Rotary
clubs will consider supporting the PCYC Centres at
Grafton, Lismore and Tweed Heads and the PCYC will
provide potential candidates for your programs. The
PCYC movement in New South Wales which started
in 1937 was an initiative of Rotary.

On the state
border finally
being able to
sign the Charter
for the RC of
Koala Lovers,
QLD. This cause
based Club was
the first to be
chartered in

Evans Head

Mullumbimby

Kyogle

D9640 in
2021/22.

HOPE SPRINGS ROTARY CENTENARY CHARITY COMPETITION
Just a reminder that now is the time to plan your fundraising for January to the end of May 2022 to maximise
your Club’s chances of being the highest fundraiser and doubling your donation to DGR status charities. Full
details of the competition are set out in the November District Newsletter.
ROTARY INTERNATIONAL ANNUAL REPORTS 2020/21
These reports are now available on-line. The Foundation report disclosed income of $545m of which $354m was
from contributions and expenditure of $384m which was disbursed as follows:
Polio Plus $153m
Global Grants $130m
District Grants $31m

Other Grants $10m
Disaster Response $3m
Rotary Peace Corps $4m

Programs of Scale $2m
Operations $20m
Fund Development $18m

General Administration $13m
Read full report HERE

Christmas is almost upon us again. A time for family and celebration. Kaileen and I wish you all a
happy and holy Christmas and all the best for the holiday season and the New Year.
Regards,

District Governor Jeff Egan

Where there is a will....there is a way- COOLANGATTA BOARDER MEETING
The Rotary Club of Currumbin Coolangatta Tweed is a
border club that has been meeting via Zoom during
the COVID lockdown.

So we set up, ordered Pizzas, drank zero beer and
soft drink, told jokes, had a laugh and had a fantastic
night of fellowship with members we have not
physically seen for a very long time.

Members being tired of Zoom meetings decided it
would be an idea to set up the club gazebo to straddle
the border and meet face to face. It was also the
District Governor’s visit.

DG Jeff & Kaileen enjoyed the night, Jeff spoke to us
Rotary things, and Kaileen explained the workings of
her SolarBuddy Project. A very good night for all.

Cheers, John Giuricin | President | RC of Currumbin Coolangatta Tweed

UPDATE on End Polio Now Movie Night THE DUKE
The distributors of THE DUKE, Transmission Films, have delayed the public
release of the film until 31 March 2022. The pre-screening window during
which Rotary will have access to the movie for fundraising purposes is 23
February 2022 to 30 March 2022.
At present the following clubs are holding a movie fundraiser: Coomera Valley,
Surfers Sunrise, Lismore Networking, Ballina-on-Richmond, Grafton Midday, Mt
Warning AM in conjunction with Murwillumbah and Murwillumbah Central Clubs.
Please let me know if your club will be running a movie night.
Letitia de Lima - Deputy Foundation Chair info@workforcepartners.com.au
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You're an inspiration Ross Blanch – Rotary Club of Fassifern Valley (Lifeline Crisis Supporter)
The Rotary Club of Fassifern Valley is very proud to have among its ranks
Ross Blanch, who, as well as being a Dairy Farmer in the district, is also a
Lifeline Crisis Supporter in Ipswich.
At the recent UnitingCare Award presentations for 2021 at Brisbane City
Hall, Ross was recognised for his outstanding work with Lifeline by receiving
the ‘You’re an Inspiration’ award, Lifeline’s top award of the year.
Having volunteered with Lifeline for 28 years, plus his work as a Dairy Farmer,
Ross is no stranger to the difficult times that many endure. He was
instrumental in creating the Lifeline Farmer to Farmer Crisis Support which
provides farmers, particularly through drought periods, the opportunity to
contact Ross at Lifeline and know they are talking to someone who knows
exactly what they are experiencing. Congratulations Ross.
Marjorie Porter |Secretary | Rotary Club of Fassifern Valley
DROUGHT COMMUNITY OUTREACH PROGRAM
Sorting medical equipment at DIK in
Kingston gave our club an opportunity to
be involved in the recent Drought
Community Outreach Program.

Supplies were purchased locally and
some ahead due to limited access in
some towns, such as the bread at Tambo
came from Charleville, some 200
kilometres away.

RAWCS was given funding from the
Commonwealth Government for the
purchase of food to be cooked at the
community events plus pay Rotary clubs
$1,500 as economic stimulus back into
each town.

The catering and conversations with the
local farmers, especially the 100 year old
gentleman in Charleville, were a great
success.
This community service resulted in two
new members, so we now have feet on
the ground in Tambo and Blackall, plus
finances to help out in these communities
in the future. This in one of the many
benefits from being an e-Club.

There were four towns that did not have
Rotary clubs and I was asked, “Would
your club be interested?” Of course I said
yes; never let an opportunity go past.
Prior to the catering dates I visited
Charleville, Augathella, Tambo and
Blackall to check out local suppliers and
advertising contacts. Yes I’m sure
Google is good at this but the face to
face contacts were far more valuable.

Excess supplies were left in Tambo
where the sausages were given to the
school children after awards presentation.
Also in Blackall where our new member
cooked sausages for the Anglican Church
lighting of the Christmas tree community
event. Rotary was given recognition for
this at the event.

On November 2nd our team of Ian and
Heather Yarker, loaded up with
barbecues, gas bottles, fridges and
cooking equipment, leaving limited room
for themselves. Max Byrnes from the
Rotary Club of Mudgeeraba, Narelle
Eather and myself arrived in Charleville.

Thinking outside the box has created
Service to Change Lives where Rotary
clubs didn’t exist.

Jane Loxton | President | Rotary e-Club of NextGen.

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

DISTRICT 9640 EXPO 25 - 27 MARCH 2022 BOOK HERE

Jo Taranto
Good for the Hood

Bernie Shakeshaft
BackTrack Youth Works

Al Mabin
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Dr John Parker

Alex Rubin

PARTNERS PROJECT SOLARBUDDY - Transforming lives (The following is from the SolarBuddy Newsletter)
Without light, education is devastatingly limited, and it appals me to think of all
that young talent going to waste, and all that hope for the future dashed, for
want of a little light.
Solar light has the power to transform lives. It gives a child hours of extra time a
day to learn, to live and to laugh. And in so doing, it fills young lives with health,
happiness and hope.
I want to deliver light to every child struggling in the dark, so that no boy or girl, regardless of where
they were born, is held back from being all they can be for want of illumination.
You can be part of SolarBuddy's Christmas 2021 project by gifting one or more solar lights to the
children who have been most dreadfully affected by COVID-19. Click HERE to find out about the
BuddyCard. Simon Doble Founder and Global CEO, SolarBuddy.
WELCOME MEMBERS NEW TO OUR C LUBS
Alstonville
David Grellman
Ashmore
Julie Hoskison
Sue Plummer
Beaudesert
Liodilyn Muller

Boonah
Keith Shannon
Burleigh Heads
Michael Cooper
Coomera River
Doddy Alico
e-Club of NextGen
Robert Engwicht

John Mann
Glen Peterson
Maureen
Woodward
Evans Head
Hans Grubler
Peter Wall
Sue Wall

Heidi Wilson
Gold Coast
Michelle Caterson
Mt Warning AM
Glenda Lennon
Mark Moore
Cameron Weeks

Click HERE to watch the video
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Nerang
Graeme Bakon
Sharon Bakon
Colin Batt
Alexander
Johnston
Tenterfield
Giana Saccon

