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Australia has been in the global news with the bushfires that have destroyed vast areas in New
South Wales, Australian Capital Territory, Queensland, South Australia and Victoria. Friends and
colleagues from all over the world have reached out to ask about our safety. Thank you very much
for your thoughts and prayers.
Just recently, Taal Volcano in the Philippines started erupting, causing destruction to nearby
towns and causing havoc due to constant ash fall. We pray for everyone’s continued safety.
Rotary as we know, is not actively into First Response projects. Its focus is more on the long-term
and sustainable means of helping communities rebuild in the aftermath.
The team here in SPPO have been brainstorming on ways that we can help. We are already
discussing with the Australian governors of the districts concerned for possible membership dues
exemptions of clubs that are heavily affected. We will also be reaching out to the Philippine DGs
with regard to those affected by the Taal Volcanic eruption.
We have also reached out to our Grants team in Evanston to provide ideas for projects that have
been conceptualised and implemented elsewhere in the world that can be put forward and
replicated by local clubs here. If these match needs that are identified by their own community
needs assessments, then we would have done them a favor by providing a starting point on how
they can help their communities get back on their feet.
We will also be providing information on unallocated district designated funds that you can use
toward these projects 3-6 months down the track. It would also provide current DGEs ideas for
projects they can support once they step into their roles in July.
Another way we can provide support is facilitating partnerships with districts around the world
through the other Regional offices. Please let us know if you need help on this matter.
It is a humble effort that we are putting together and we all have a part to play. Rotary has
tremendous strength to be an agent for long-term recovery. This office is here to support you in
this endeavor.

Best Regards,

Grace

Grace Ramirez
Grace Ramirez
Manager, International Office and Financial Services

FINANCE
JANUARY 2020 CLUB INVOICE
Club invoices are due to be sent out sometime mid to third week of January. These will be sent to
ALL club officers to ensure that the club receives the invoice. While we acknowledge that it is the
President, Secretary and Treasurer who are the primary roles responsible for this, unfortunately, the
baseline level of club officer information is low that we find this to be necessary.
Invoices are based on membership numbers updated as at 1 January 2020. Fees due this semester
are at USD34 per member. Members inducted from 2 July to 1 December 2019 will be charged prorata dues on this invoice.
10% GST applies for Australian clubs.

REINSTATEMENT FEES FOR CLUBS TERMINATED
FOR JULY 2019 CLUB INVOICE
Clubs that have been terminated for nonpayment or for having outstanding balances above
USD250.00, can be reinstated up to 20 April 2020, with a signed reinstatement form with the
current membership list, reinstatement fees of USD30.00 per member and all outstanding
balances. Please coordinate with the respective Finance Coordinators should you need further
assistance.
Note that payment and all necessary documentation should be received by 20 April 2019.

CLUB AND DISTRICT SUPPORT
BRAND CENTRE UPDATE
The Voice and Visual Identity Guide (547A) and Identity at a Glance (547B) have been updated and
are now available in the Brand Center: https://brandcenter.rotary.org/en-GB/Our-Story

Please share with your District Public Image Chair and other District & Club Leaders.
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STAFF MOVEMENTS
Trudy Grice and Mary Jayne Desmond will be
attending International Assembly in San Diego,
along with International Office Manager Grace
Ramirez. We look forward to supporting our
District Governors-elect in this busy week of
learning & development. Andrew Best will be
managing Club and District enquiries at the
Parramatta office during this time.

NEW CLUBS
A list of Clubs chartered in the past quarter is available here.

MY ROTARY UPDATE – DISTRICT APPOINTMENTS
Following a recent My Rotary update to District Appointments functionality: DG’s, DGE’s and
District Executive Secretaries are now able to  Search and select Rotaractors to District Chair roles
 Appoint District Executive Secretaries online
 Appoint the District Rotaract Representative as part of the regular District Appointments

https://my.rotary.org/en/manage/club-district-administration/district-administration

UPCOMING KEY DATES
2020

19 - 24
January

DGE - International Assembly in San Diego, USA.

February

DG Funding Budgets for 2020-21 to be advised to District
Governor-elects and District Finance Chair.

6 - 10 June

International Convention in Honolulu, Hawaii.
Registrations are now open.

30 June

DG – Deadline for submission of District COL
representative 2019-2022 via online form to Council
Services.
DG - Deadline for submission of DGN Data Form to CDS.

30 June

30 June

IPDG – Deadline for submission to CDS of (Audited)
District Financial Statements for year ended 30 June 2019
along with copy of minutes from meeting where adopted.
(Refer RI Bylaws Article 15.060.4).
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MEMBERSHIP
MORE OPPORTUNITIES TO GROW - ROTARY AND TOASTMASTERS
ALLIANCE
By now you may have received an email from President Mark Maloney about Rotary
International’s alliance with Toastmasters International. Toastmasters International is a
global nonprofit organisation where members attend club meetings and give speeches,
evaluate the speeches of others and perform other club duties with the goal of becoming
more confident speakers, communicators, and leaders.
The goal of the alliance is to provide our members with even more opportunities for
personal and professional growth. Now, you will have even more opportunities to improve
your leadership and communication skills, broaden your networks and increase your
impact.
To find out more, check out the links in the email. You can explore resources, public
speaking tips, see what happens at a Toastmasters meeting and find out how to visit a local
Toastmasters club. You can also send questions to toastmastersalliance@rotary.org.

Membership statistics as at 31 December 2019
Comparison to 1 July
Worldwide
Australia, New Zealand and Pacific Islands
Philippines
Demographics
Australia, New Zealand and Pacific Islands
Philippines

MEMBERSHIP EXPERIENCE FEEDBACK SURVEY RESULTS
Why do people join Rotary? What makes them stay in their club and what makes them
leave? Rotary conducts the Membership Experience Feedback survey every year to better
understand the needs, interests and engagement of our members. However, this survey
goes well beyond just asking members if they like their clubs and how satisfied they are.
In the last iteration we also asked about club flexibility, areas of focus and other causes,
local vs. global service, hands-on vs. financial contributions and leadership growth. The
most recent survey also offers insight on prospective, current and former members that
can differ by region.
As we begin the New Year, it’s a good time to encourage clubs to ask their members if
they’re having a positive Rotary experience. View the executive summary from the
Membership Experience Feedback survey here.
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RESOURCES: ASSESSING YOUR CLUB
The new year is always a time when we reflect back on the past and think towards the
future. Here are some resources to help you reflect on and assess your members’ club
experience or your club’s health:


Rotary Club Health Check



Is Your Club Healthy?



Membership Assessment Tools including:



Representing Your Community's Professions (classification assessment)



Diversifying Your Club (member diversity assessment)



Finding New Club Members (prospective member exercise)



Improving Your Member Retention (retention assessment and analysis)



Enhancing the Club Experience (member satisfaction survey)



Understanding Why Members Leave (exit survey)



Building a Diverse Club



GETTING TO KNOW US
This month we are happy to introduce

Barbara Mifsud
Regional Membership Officer
Barbara Mifsud has held the Regional Membership Officer for Zone 8
for over a year. Barbara supports zone, district and club leaders
throughout Australia, New Zealand and Pacific Island nations and their
membership initiatives by promoting membership resources and tools,
club flexibility and meaningful club experiences.
Barbara joined Rotary International in 2011 as Coordinator - Club and
District Support for Australia, New Zealand, Pacific Islands and
Philippines. In this role she trained and supported club and district
leaders using Rotary online resources, was subject matter expert on RI
Board policy and RI constitutional documents, and worked on
administrative procedures such as chartering new clubs, club merges
and processing district governor expenses.
Barbara has more than 20 years’ experience working in various not for profit organizations
including a leading Australian blindness agency and refugee resettlement program. She has
qualifications in communications and international studies. She has volunteered for a number of
community projects and organisations including public speaking, literacy, architectural and
Latin American film projects.
Barbara is happy to be a part of Rotary International and is constantly impressed by the way
Rotarians donate their time and energy to life changing social causes.
Barbara can be reached at Barbara.Mifsud@rotary.org +61 2 8894 9850,
www.facebook.com/barbara.mifsud.1 or by Zoom, Goto Meetings or Skype
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FOUNDATION
THE ROTARY FOUNDATION’S RESPONSE TO DISASTER
A national disaster such as the current Australian bushfire emergency provides an opportunity to
take stock of The Rotary Foundation’s role:


the reality is that Rotary is not ideally positioned to act as a first responder (that’s where
organisations like the volunteer fire services, State Emergency Services and the Salvation
Army are so wonderfully effective);



we are however exceedingly well positioned to play a very strong part in the rebuilding
phase after disasters occur in our communities.

And while it can be tempting to send funds to the first responder charities, there is a very strong
argument that our resources are far better directed to high-impact Rotary projects –
especially as the first responder charities are already attracting such strong public support.
Over many years, the Foundation has developed strategies to maximize the impact of the
projects we support. We have:
1. tightened our focus to six areas where we know we can deliver great results;
2. minimised the risk of delivering outcomes that are not valued by beneficiaries, by working
with communities from the beginning, to clearly assess their needs, through a Community
Needs Assessment;
3. extended the period of impact by ensuring that projects are sustainable.
Each of these three strategies is hugely significant following a disaster:
1. based on previous disasters that TRF has supported, Areas of Focus that have proved
particularly relevant include:
o

Community Economic Development, such as fencing restoration projects,
recovery of the bee industry, and possibly whole new industries in a community,

o

mental health projects, to address the enormous trauma of survivors,

o

environmental projects (an area the Trustees added last year) to address issues
such as habitat loss and wildlife impacts,

o

one of the Foundation’s ‘Purposes and Goals’ is Developing and supporting
community-based basic emergency preparedness services to improve
economic resilience;

2. the bushfires have affected communities right around the country and Rotary is possibly
unique in that we have clubs in or near all those disaster zones – with members
who can fully appreciate the human impact of the disaster and the needs that arise;
3. and a project that provides sustainable benefits continues to remind locals of the value
that the club delivered during their community’s hour of need.
The Foundation is very conscious of the difference we can make in the aftermath of this disaster
and we’re keen to work with you to deliver projects that will help your communities recover from
the fires. One way to do this is through the recently-established Disaster Response Fund,
which provides grants of up to US$25,000. This fund has been extremely well utilised for
disasters around the world, and available funds fluctuate considerably, but some funds may be
available for bushfire grants.
One final comment is that the Australian bushfires create an opportunity for clubs and districts to
create projects that deliver more impact by working with both the Foundation and Rotary
Australia World Community Service (RAWCS). Give us a call if you would like to discuss
how to pursue this option.
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DISTRICT GRANT FUNDS & DDF
If your district has unallocated District Grant funds available, allocating them to projects that
address the bushfires is a great way of helping.
But don’t forget that DDF can be used to support Global Grants. Currently, there is US$1.7 million
(A$2.5 million) available in Uncommitted DDF in Australian districts, enough to fund many highimpact projects.

RECOGNISING EMERGENCY SERVICES PERSONNEL
An excellent idea that we hear is being pursued in District 9550 is to recognise the efforts of emergency
services personnel who have gone above and beyond the call of duty for their communities, through
recognition as Paul Harris Fellows. It’s an idea that may be valuable in your district too.
If you would prefer to recognise an organisation rather than an individual, the Certificate of
Appreciation is the PHF-equivalent for organisations. Unlike the PHF, there is only one level of
Certificate of Appreciation.

MESSAGES OF SUPPORT
To All My Aussie Friends, Rotarians and non-Rotarians,
We have been horrified by the extent of the fires hitting Australia and hope that they are quickly
brought under control.
Mother Nature is sometimes a very cruel parent and it is very encouraging to see governments and
industry, along with Rotary, stepping in to support the victims.
Our hearts go out to the people who have lost their lives, as well as their families and friends.
However, we all feel so much sympathy for the people who have lost homes, properties and
communities, and also for the land and its animals.
Please take care.

Rotary International Director, Raffy Garcia

These amazing bushfires, which have devastated our country for months, have had an unprecedented
impact on all of society.
In Victoria we saw the footage from further north in recent months, and now this force of nature has
struck the east and north of the state in a ferocious way.
Most of us know someone who has been affected, and the air quality a long way from the actual fires
has brought the reality of the catastrophe to all of us.
It is also huge news overseas, and I have personally been overwhelmed with expressions of support
from all over the world, such is the power of modern media. It is very gratifying to know how well our
country is regarded.
Many want to help, and I have directed people to the RAWCS website, where a donation can be made
via a link. In addition, many Rotary districts have established a fund to assist in their local area.
The true heroes in this disaster are the firefighters, professional and volunteer, who show just what it
means to serve their community. They may not all be Rotarians, but they personify Service Above
Self.
We should all be appreciative of our involvement in the Rotary family, because Rotary connects the
world and through Rotary we can definitely make a difference. Stay safe everyone.

Past Rotary International President Ian Riseley
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PHILIPPINES
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