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ROTARY SHINES 
ON THE GOLD COAST

Macy Frugtniet, daughter of 
Deborah Frugtniet, of the 
Rotary Club of Parkwood, 
proudly holds the baton
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TRUE to our new public image, 

“Rotary people of action”, Rotarians 

played some leading roles at the 21st 

Commonwealth Games. Seven Rotary 

leaders and two children of Rotarians 

from District 9640 were chosen by the 

Games Committee from over 100,000 

applicants across Australia to be the 

Queen’s Baton Relay Runners. They 

were District 9640 governor Darrell 

Brown and Daryl Sanderson OAM, 

both from the Rotary Club of Surfers 

Sunrise, Wendy Coe from the Rotary 

Club of Parkwood, Rotary Club of 

Jimboomba’s David Kenny, Geoff Price 

from the Rotary Club of Tweed Heads 

South, young Macy Frugtniet, daughter 

of Deborah Frugtniet of Rotary Club 

of Parkwood; Young Professionals 

Tara Little of Rotary e-Club Nextgen, 

and Emma McTaggart, daughter of 

Andrew McTaggart of the Rotary Club 

of Broadbeach. Together, they carried 

the Queen’s baton for almost 2km in 

the last three days of the relay. 

Launched at Buckingham Palace on 

March 17, 2017, by Queen Elizabeth 

II, the relay took 388 days – visiting 

all 71 Commonwealth countries and 

territories – arriving in Australia on 

Christmas Eve 2017; exactly 100 days 

before the Games opening. Since 

then, over 3500 baton bearers carried 

it across Australia to complete the final 

stage, making it the most inclusive and 

longest baton relay in the history of the 

Games. The baton arrived on the Gold 

Coast on Easter Sunday and reached 

the opening ceremony on April 4, 

having covered a total of 250,000km. 

In the presence of 35,000 spectators, 

athletes, officials and performers, Chief 

Guest Prince Charles, accompanied by 

Camilla, Duchess of Cornwall, received 

the baton and read out the message 

enclosed inside from the Queen. The 

colourful opening ceremony comprised 

Rotarians Andy 
Rajapakse, of the 

Rotary Club of 
Burleigh Heads, 
left, and Geoff 

Price, of the 
Rotary Club of 

Tweed Heads 
South, celebrate 

Geoff’s successful 
leg of the Queen’s 

Baton Relay.

ROTARIANS 
INTEGRAL 
TO GAMES 
SUCCESS

Queensland’s Gold Coast took the global 
stage in April when the tourist capital 
hosted the 21st Commonwealth Games. It 
was the largest sporting event in Australia 
this decade, and the largest ever held on 
the Gold Coast. The city played host to 
over 6800 athletes and officials from 71 
countries and territories. The 12 days of 
sporting fiesta featured 18 sports and seven 
para sports, with 275 events. Around 15,000 
volunteers, including over 40 Rotarians, 
facilitated the events and crowds. The 
Games were conducted in 18 world-class 
venues across Queensland, including 
the Gold Coast, Brisbane, Cairns and 
Townsville, and attracted over 1.1 million 
spectators from around the world. It’s 
estimated the event added over $2 billion  
to the Queensland economy.
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of 3000 performers, including 350 surf 

lifesavers, who had each rehearsed for 

over 50 hours for eight weeks before 

the event. Rotary received another 

rare honour when well-known surf 

lifesaving trainer Ken Clark – a past 

president of the Rotary Club of Burleigh 

Heads – was invited to demonstrate 

CPR to His Excellency Prince Charles 

the day after the opening ceremony.

There are 2.6 billion people, or 

one-third of the world, living in 

Commonwealth countries, with 94 

per cent living in Asia and Africa 

combined. These games started as 

British Empire Games in 1930, and 

were held every four years, except in 

1942 and 1946, due to World War 

II. In 1978, the name changed to The 

Commonwealth Games. 

This is the fifth time Australia has 

hosted the Games. Only six countries 

have attended every Commonwealth 

Games: Australia, Canada, England, 

New Zealand, Scotland and Wales. 

The 2018 Commonwealth Games 

included eight years of planning, more 

than 1000 technical officials, 5000 

hours of wireless internet access, 350 

TV cameras, a 1.5 billion cumulative 

global TV audience, 1000 hours of 

live TV broadcast coverage, 15,000 

volunteers, and 3500 accredited 

journalists and photographers who 

produced over 100,000 media stories, 

generating 86 million website views 

and huge publicity for the Gold Coast. 

It was so inspiring to see Rotarians and 

Rotary being an integral part of these 

Games. These Rotarians are People of 

Action. 

ABOVE: District 9640 
governor Darrell 

Brown with his 
wife, children and 

grandchildren before 
he sets off on the 

relay. RIGHT: Geoff 
Price, of the Rotary 

Club of Tweed Heads 
South, with his 

wife, children and 
grandchildren just 

before his relay run. 
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CLOCKWISE FROM 
TOP: Ken Clark, of 
the Rotary Club of 

Burleigh Heads, 
demonstrating CPR 

to Prince Charles and 
Camilla, Duchess of 
Cornwall, and Gold 

Coast Mayor Tom 
Tate; Wendy Coe, 

of the Rotary Club 
of Parkwood; Tara 

Little, of the Rotary 
e-Club NextGen; 

Daryl Sanderson, 
of the Rotary Club 
of Surfers Sunrise, 

with his children and 
grandchildren just 

before his relay run.   
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ROTARIANS 
KEEP THE 
VILLAGE 
MOVING

beforehand, as many had no prior 

exper ience whatsoever  in  the 

hospitality sector. Finding people 

available was a challenge in itself, 

as many were committed elsewhere 

or scheduled to be away from the 

Coast. However, all was achieved 

within less than three months from 

the opportunity presenting itself to 

the opening ceremony, due to the 

determination and hard work of those 

involved in recruiting, management 

and administration. 

PDG John Wigley and Bill Dagg, 

who had assisted with a similar effort 

at the 2006 Commonwealth Games 

in Melbourne, flew up to support 

the effort. Recent Gold Coast City 

Councillor Margaret Grummitt acted as 

District 9640 Commonwealth Games 

Coordinator.

When the Games launched, Rotarians 

were hard at work behind the scenes 

for a gruelling, but rewarding effort. 

“I stripped bed linen the first couple 

of days,” Darrell Brown said. “Other 

days I made beds non-stop, or made 

up linen packs. Day 10, I was a toilet 

and bathroom cleaner. Everyone would 

do their housekeeping shifts and go 

back to their normal jobs, working late 

into the night. We pulled together with 

great camaraderie. The atmosphere in 

the village was electric – it really was a 

once-in-a-lifetime experience.”

At the end of the Games, Paul Lovett, 

CEO of Incognitus, the housekeeping 

company that oversaw operations, 

presented a cheque for $222,720 to 

assistant governor David Baguley, who 

coordinated the volunteer workforce. 

“Paul  pra ised the team and 

commented that we were the best 

housekeepers he had ever had,” 

Darrell said. 

The hard-earned funds will be split 

between a variety of worthy causes, 

including, but not limited to: 

Providing crisis care and support to 

families of patients in intensive care at 

Gold Coast University Hospital; 

The Rotary Club of Surfers Sunrise’s 

project making wheelchairs for 

children in undeveloped countries out 

of discarded bicycles; 

Austral ian Rotary Health PhD 

Scholarships in mental illness; 

The Rotary-backed Malaria Vaccine 

Project, developed at the Gold Coast’s 

Griffith University. 

ROTARIANS from District 9640 

and beyond capitalised on the XXI 

Commonwealth Games to build Rotary’s 

public profile and raise over $200,000 

through taking up housekeeping 

services at the Games Village. 

A total of 180 housekeeping 

attendants were mustered from 

the Rotary clubs of Currumbin-

Coolangatta-Tweed, Gold Coast, 

Parkwood, Runaway Bay, Surfers 

Sunr i se ,  Summer land Sunr i se , 

Warwick Sunrise, Toowoomba North 

and Sunnybank Hills. Volunteers from 

several charity and church groups also 

came on board, to form 22 teams 

comprised of five members in each. 

Church groups from the Pacific Islander 

communities of Brisbane and the Gold 

Coast provided a large number of the 

volunteers.

All were required to undertake 

rigorous accreditation and training 
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: The housekeeping 
cheque presentation by Paul Lovett, CEO of 
Incognitus, to Rotarians David Baguley and 
Margaret Grummit of District 9640; Silver 
medal winning NZ para athlete, loaning his 
medal to Rtn. Diana Traversi Secretary of 
Currumbin-Coolangatta-Tweed Rotary who 
was a Rotary Housekeeping Volunteer at 
the Commonwealth Games Athletes Village; 
Rotarians making beds during the games; 
District 9640 governor Darrell Brown, 
second from left, with fellow housekeepers; 
The Currumbin-Coolangatta-Tweed Rotary 
housekeeping team, led by president Glen 
Rees and president-elect Michelle Mitchell; 
District 9640 housekeeping attendants 
outside Athletes Village 1.


