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District Governor’s Newsletter 
D9670 

Message from the DG 
 
Don  writes 
 
September is New Generations Month where we focus on the programs for the youth.  
Most clubs have been operating with a youth committee and chairman/director for 
many years. The representatives of each district in the world who attended the recent 
Council On Legislation (COL) have voted in favor of introducing Rotary’s fifth ave-
nue of service   to be known as New Generations . This gives recognition to a very 
important part of most clubs activities involving youth. 
 
Youth Exchange is a very strong program in this district with some 14 inbound and 
seventeen outbound 16 to 18 year olds enjoying this wonderful life changing experi-
ence. Interviews are currently being conducted for the short term students to New Zea-
land in 2011. 
 
Rotary Youth Leadership Award (RYLA) takes place 2nd to 8th Oct at Tocal College 
under the leadership of Cheryl Stanton and her committee. This is a great leadership 
skill building program for 18 to25 yr olds.  Rypen for 15-17 yrs is another great pro-
gram. 
 
I am very pleased to report that plans are well under way to start another  Rotaract 
Club in Cessnock with President John Retallick working hard on the project. This will 
supplement the three existing clubs in Dubbo, Singleton and Newcastle. I would like to 
throw a challenge to the clubs in Maitland and Port Stephens area to seriously consider 
their area for a Rotaract Club. We can provide plenty of support on how to do it if your 
club would like to get involved. 
 
There are many other great youth programs like Model United Nations  Assembly 
(MUNA) The Science Challenge, National Science Schools and many clubs also get 
involved with their schools 
 
I am pleased to report the Staffordshire Pint has been located at the Rotary Club of 
Newcastle Enterprise. They are waiting for a challenge and you can find out  how to do 
that by referring to page 30 of the District Directory. 
 
Until next month, keep on building Bigger Better Bolder  Rotary clubs as we also 
“Build Communities and Bridge Continents” 
 
 
Your Friend in Rotary 
 
Don Stephens 
DG 2010-11 

 

 

www.rotary9670.org.au  

Spirit of the Bush Conference 
18, 19 and 20 March 2011 



 
National Youth Science Forum, 2011 

 
 
 
Congratulations to the 15 successful candidates for NYSF2011 and many thanks to those clubs which are supporting these stu-
dents.  Interviews of Year 11 applicants took place in Newcastle and Dubbo this month.  All participating clubs will, by the time 
you read this, have received notification including an invoice, sent from the Canberra Office of NYSF.  All applicants and 
schools, successful or otherwise, have also been advised in writing of their applicants’ outcome and thanked for their participation 
in the program. 
This year, there were 33 applicants, 7 withdrawals before interview and 15 successful candidates.  Seventeen clubs are participat-
ing financially this year.  Clubs whose candidate was eliminated, or who were unsuccessful in locating a candidate are invited to 
contact an adjacent club and share their applicant. 
It was particularly pleasant to note the increase in numbers applying from west of the Great Dividing Ranges.  This year, we have 
4 students from out west going.  Country students are often remote from some experiences which are available to city students, so 
they often gain most through attendance. 
 

 
Sessions A and C will be held in Canberra, based at the ANU, during the first and second halves of January, 2011, respectively.  
Session B is way across in Perth, which offers such avenues as marine biology. 
During the February/March period next year these returning NYSF’ers will be happy to address your club members and their 
schools to help to spread the word about this program, which has been running for over 25 years nationally. 
Youth Directors and Secretaries, keep an eye out for the annual information package about NYSF.  It contains fliers, brochures 
and a CD-ROM.  Similar packages are mailed to every high school in Australia, so the time to make contact with your schools is 
early February. 
Further information about this program is available on line at nysf.edu.au. 
 
John Bennetts 
NYSF Chair, D9670 
N.B.  My email address in the District Directory is incorrect: 
Jben5797@bigpond.net.au 

Club School Name Session 

Dubbo West Dubbo Senior Campus Ainsworth, Emily C 

Newcastle Enterprise Merewether High School Barton, Mathew B 
Singleton on Hunter (& 
Singleton) Singleton High School Beckett, Joanna A 

Newcastle Harbour Merewether High School Bell, Jennifer A 

Wallsend Maryland Callaghan College Fisser, Devon A 

Williamtown St Philip's Christian College Fogg, Alexandra C 

Charlestown Merewether High School Grosz, Bianca B 

Dubbo Dubbo Senior Campus Gupta, Lekha (f) C 

Raymond Terrace Bishop Tyrrell Anglican College Jones, Prudence C 

Newcastle Enterprise Hunter Valley Grammar School Larkin, Siobhan A 

Mudgee (& Mudgee Sunrise) Mudgee High School McGonigle, Cassandra C 

Newcastle Sunrise Lambton High School Min, Nicholas A 

Maitland Sunrise Hunter Valley Grammar School Parker, Jake A 

Muswellbrook The King's School Sheppard, Sam C 

Dubbo Macquarie Dubbo Senior Campus Smith, Izaac C 

 



 

 

 

 

Annual Rotary Foundation Seminar  
Dubbo Sunday 7 November 

Singleton Sunday 14 November 
The mission of The Rotary Foundation is to enable Rotarians to advance world understanding, goodwill and peace through the im-
provement of health, the support of education, and the alleviation of poverty.  The Foundation does this by making funds available 
for the humanitarian work carried on by Rotarians. 

The Brenton Carey Hostel for Girls 
 

In July 2009, The Rotary Club of Karachi Sunset Millennium took on the task of renovat-
ing and improving the living conditions at the Brenton Carey Hostel for Girls, a home for 
approximately 100 young girls between the ages of 7 to 20 years, all belonging to the un-
derprivileged community of Karachi. 

 
The work was made possible through a Matching Grant involving the Rotary  Club of Kara-
chi Sunset Millennium D3270 and the Rotary Club of Cessnock D9670.  Locally D9670 
Clubs have carried out humanitarian work in their local communities with the aid of Foun-
dation Funds through the District Simplified Grant Program. 

 
At the Rotary Foundation Seminars you will learn about the workings of the Foundation. You will learn how to apply for Rotary 
Foundation Funds either through a Matching Grant or a District Simplified Grant.  You will have a chance to practice how to com-
plete an application form and to learn how to manage the grant process. 
 
Information on venues, times and program for the seminars will be published next month, in the mean time don’t forget, although 
the District has some funds available for Grants more is always needed so keep the Foundation in mind in your fundraising.  The 
District has control over how half of the funds raised are used, and these can be used in your local communities on humanitarian 
works. (100% of the funds raised if it involves a Matching Grant) 
 
For information contact  a member of the Rotary Foundation Committee, information in your District Directory. 
 

PP Gerard McMillan 
TRF Committee Chair. 

ROTARY DISTICT 9670 FOUNDATION COMMITTEE Inc. 
INC9881998 

  
Governor: 2010-11 Don Stephens, RC of Dubbo West Inc. 

Chairman: PP Gerard McMillan, RC of Singleton Inc. 
Secretary: PP Bob Thomas, RC of Mudgee Sunrise Inc. 

What do you know about mental health? 
 
 In 2008, 2,191 Australians committed suicide. Over three-quarters of them were male. 103 were  
 Indigenous Australians.  
 While suicide accounts for only a relatively small proportion – around 1.5% - of all deaths in Australia, its 
 impact on specific age groups is great. According to ABS statistics, in 2008 24% of all male deaths aged 
 15-24 were due to suicide. Females did not fare much better, with the median age at death for females  

           who died from suicide just 43.5 years.  
 
From a population of 21.4 million, the numbers may seem small. However, around 6,400 Australians die each year from mental and 
behavioural disorders, well above the 1,400 deaths attributed to transport accidents. We all know the importance of road safety, but 
how much do we know about caring for someone who has or is developing a mental health issue? 
According to Professor Anthony Jorm and his wife Betty Kitchener, not enough. “First Aid courses teach you how to deal with 
emergencies like someone having a heart attack, or getting bitten by a snake,” says Tony. “However, these emergencies are not com-
mon. On the other hand, mental health problems and crisis situations like someone being suicidal are much more common,” he ex-
plains.  
 
To address this issue, Tony and Betty began running Mental Health First Aid (MHFA) courses as a community service activity. 
Now, Australian Rotary Health, in conjunction with Rotary Clubs around Australia, are running their own preventative mental 
health first aid workshops that aim to assist in providing support to community members who are at risk of or who are experiencing 
a mental health crisis. 
By supporting Australian Rotary Health, you can make a difference to your community by helping fund essential programs. To find 
our more please visit our website at www.australianrotaryhealth.org.au or call 02 8837 1900 for more information. All donations 
over $2 are tax deductible. 



ROTARY   INTERNATIONAL 

District 9670 Australia 
Greg Bevan 

Past District Governor  2009 - 2010 
Rotary Club of Cessnock 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DISTRICT GOVERNOR NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
Dear Rotary Friends 
 
On behalf of District Governor Don Stephens  I  called for nominations to serve on the Nominating Committee for District Governor 
2013-14.   
 
The Nominating Committee is formed to chose the very best candidate for this high honour and it will consist of our Current District 
Governor, Immediate Past District Governor, Governor Elect, Governor Nominee and a representative from each of our ten zones. 
 
Each Rotarian on the committee will have as their brief, to seek the best possible candidate for the possition and then in April – May 
2011 sit on the selection panel to make such decision. 
 
Those Rotarians who have been nominated to form the committee are: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
Your Friend in Rotary 
 
Greg Bevan 
Past District Governor 

Zone  1  AG  Geoff Smith 
Zone  2  AG  Ray Nolan 
Zone  3  AG  Stuart  Astley 
Zone  4  AG  Wendy Mason Jones 
Zone  5  AG  Frank Climaco 

Zone  6  PP   Terry Tiananga 
Zone  7  AG  Alan Barr 
Zone  8  AG  Chris Boswell 
Zone  9  PP   Bev Holden 
Zone  10      AG  Adrian Roach 

District Governor 2010-2011   Don Stephens 
Past District Governor              Greg Bevan 
District Governor Elect             Janette Jackson 
District Governor Nominee       Greg Bowen 

ROTARY DISTICT 9670 FOUNDATION COMMITTEE Inc. 
INC9881998 

Governor: 2010-11 Don Stephens, RC of Dubbo west Inc. 
Chairman: PP Gerard McMillan, RC of Singleton Inc. 

Secretary: PP Bob Thomas, RC of Mudgee Sunrise Inc.  

 

   Paul Harris Fellow  

Club Recognition Records  

The Parramatta Office of the Rotary Foundation has recently recognised that 
the records of Paul Harris Recognitions may not be accurate for every Club.  
They have requested that all Club Presidents and Secretaries check the Club 
Recognition Summary to make sure their Club’s records are correct. 

Club Recognition Summaries can be accessed by the Club President and 
Secretary on the Rotary International WEB site (www.rotary.org) provided 
they are registered for member access and their election to the position has been notified to RI.  For 
those Presidents or Secretaries who are not registered for member access, as the District Foundation 

Giving Chair I can access the Club Recognition Summary on your behalf and forward a PDF Copy to you. 

PLEASE check the records of PHFs for your Club to save a potentially embarrassing situation.  If you find an error please contact 
the Foundation Office in Parramatta (02 9635 3537) 
 
 
Yours in Rotary Service 
 
PDG Alex McHarg 
D9670 Giving Chair 





From the desk of the Tim Holmes our District Attendance Officer, comes the figures from August.  

From the Editor’s Keyboard 
 
Welcome to the 3rd (September) edition of the District Governor's Newsletter for 2010—2011. 
 
This Month we have a few flyers that announce DG Don Stephen’s  Homeless Challenge, The fabulous “Light & Dark 
of Love” Cabaret Show at Cessnock, as well as a timely reminder of the  PR Seminar at Singleton on the 13th of No-
vember. 
 
I have a further request from “Travelling” Tim Holmes our District Attendance Officer who is still currently overseas 
in the UK, and still able to submit his monthly report from a steam powered PC.  He needs the clockwork springs 
wound up every time he wants to process an Excel Spreadsheet. As you can see the above returns are still disappoint-
ing so please make sure your secretaries have them submitted. 
 
Bal and Beres Dohnt, our District Bulletin Assessment Officers, have also reported they are not getting near enough “Weekly News Letters” for 
judging, and request they be sent a copy to the following email address, which appears in the District Directory.     
    rotarybulletin967@yahoo.com.au 
    
Peter Judd 
Editor 
RC of Dubbo West 
pljudd@yahoo.com.au 
Mob 0437 847 263 
Please remember that publishing deadline is by the 7th of each month. 
 
If you have any articles or reports for publishing, they make a more interesting read if there are photos or sketches included. 

CLUB by Name 
Current   % RANK 

CLUB by Attendance Rank 
Current   % RANK 

M'ship July July M'ship July July 
Adamstown/New Lambton 30 77 5   Cardiff 10 84 1 

Belmont 24 70 10   Mudgee Sunrise 21 83 2 

Bennetts Green File Unreadable   Newcastle Enterprise 31 82 3 

Bourke 10 56 18   Dubbo West 46 78 4 

Cardiff 10 84 1   Adamstown/New Lambton 30 77 5 

Cessnock 28 70 11   Wallsend / Maryland 28 76 6 

Cessnock Wine Country Not  Available   Waratah 17 76 7 

Charlestown 37 64 14   East Maitland 44 73 8 

Cobar Not  Available   Rutherford/Telarah 32 72 9 

Denman Not  Available   Williamtown 17 72 10 

Dubbo Not  Available   Belmont 24 70 11 

Dubbo Macquarie Not  Available   Cessnock 28 70 12 

Dubbo South Not  Available   Muswellbrook 21 69 13 

Dubbo West 46 78 4   Myall Coast 24 67 14 

Dungog Not  Available   Charlestown 37 64 15 

East Maitland 44 73 7   Kurri Kurri 14 62 16 

Kurri Kurri 14 62 15   Paterson 20 62 17 

Maitland Sunrise Not  Available   Singleton 43 62 18 

Merriwa Not  Available   Newcastle Sunrise 23 59 19 

Morisset Not  Available   Bourke 10 56 20 

Mudgee Not  Available   Newcastle 57 56 21 

Mudgee Sunrise 21 83 2   Toronto 40 55 22 

Murrurundi Not  Available   Bennetts Green File Unreadable 

Muswellbrook 21 69 12   Cessnock Wine Country Not  Available 

Myall Coast 24 67 13   Cobar Not  Available 

Narromine Not  Available   Denman Not  Available 

Nelson Bay Not  Available   Dubbo Not  Available 

Newcastle 57 56 19   Dubbo Macquarie Not  Available 

Newcastle Enterprise 31 82 3   Dubbo South Not  Available 

Newcastle Harbour Not  Available   Dungog Not  Available 

Newcastle Sunrise 23 59     Maitland Sunrise Not  Available 

Nyngan Not  Available   Merriwa Not  Available 

Paterson 20 62 16   Morisset Not  Available 

Raymond Terrace Not  Available   Mudgee Not  Available 

Rutherford/Telarah 32 72 8   Murrurundi Not  Available 

Rylstone / Kandos Not  Available   Narromine Not  Available 

Salamander Bay Not  Available   Nelson Bay Not  Available 

Scone Not  Available   Newcastle Harbour Not  Available 

Singleton 43 62 17   Nyngan Not  Available 

Singleton On Hunter Not  Available   Raymond Terrace Not  Available 

Toronto 40 55 20   Rylstone / Kandos Not  Available 

Toronto Sunrise Not  Available   Salamander Bay Not  Available 

Wallsend / Maryland 28 76     Scone Not  Available 

Waratah 17 76 6   Singleton On Hunter Not  Available 

Warners Bay Not  Available   Toronto Sunrise Not  Available 

Warren Not  Available   Warners Bay Not  Available 

Wellington Not  Available   Warren Not  Available 
Williamtown 17 72 9   Wellington Not  Available 





Membership News 
 
Welcome to the new Rotary year!  We hope that this year your club will contribute to a Stronger Australian Rotary through con-
tinued efforts to build and enhance membership.  District 9670 has a new Membership Committee that aims to continue the solid 
work done by the previous committee headed by Wilma Simmons.   We hope to support clubs in initiatives to attract new mem-
bers and to retain existing members. 
You should already have access to some of the many membership resources available to clubs.  Firstly, you should have received 
the Club Membership Committee Manual  at the PETS and District Assembly days.  This document, plus  the Membership Devel-
opment Resource Guide, Club Assessment Tools, How to Propose a new Member and the New Member Orientation, is available 
from the Rotary International Website under Resources for Clubs.  Another useful resource for membership is Australian Ro-
tary’s Membership on the Move Zone 8 Newsletter.  You can be placed on the email list for this by emailing Noel Trevaskis at 
n.trevaskis@bigpond.com and asking to be added to the list. 
Your District Committee members are 
Chair   Wendy Hawthorne (Rotary Club of Newcastle Sunrise) 
   wendyhawthorn@bigpond.com      (02 49555371) 
Members  Bryn Hill (Rotary Club of Newcastle Harbour) 
   Birgit Smith     (Rotary Club of Mudgee Sunrise) 
   Pam Wellham  (Rotary Club of Wallsend-Maryland) 
We look forward to working with you in the coming year. 
Ideas for Membership 
Is your club looking for new ideas to promote Rotary and to attract new members?  Here is one successful project implemented 
by the Rotary Club of Wallsend-Maryland and reported by Pam Wellham.  
 
Suitable premises were suggested, a business manager approached and flyers/emails circulated.  As it was to be in early Decem-
ber the function was given a Christmas theme and drinks (alcoholic and non-alcoholic) and some finger food organised. Lucky 
door prizes were also organised (about 5). Attendees handed in their business cards as they entered and then there was a draw for 
the winners every ten minutes or so (about 15  minutes from the proposed start so early arrivals had a chance at two or three 
draws. 
 
The speeches were brief.  Rotary President, Nancy Truman spoke about club programs and invited people to came along to 
breakfast. The only other speech was by Rev Robert Catt who spoke about the Town Committee and its plans. Attendees were 
asked to introduce themselves.   
 
The event was very successful and the club has now inducted six people from that function. These people came as club guests for 
two meetings and at their first meeting received sample bags about Rotary.   If they attended further meetings they were asked to 
pay.  The invitation to become a member came a little later.  Further events were held in March and July at different venues in 
town. 
 
Wendy Hawthorne  
(Rotary Club of Newcastle Sunrise) 
wendyhawthorn@bigpond.com      (02 49555371) 

 

 
Try-a-Trade 

In raising the school leaving age to 17 years, the government has signalled a greater need for the community 
(parents, schools and local organisations) to better assist young people in planning for their careers.  Try-a-Trade, 

supported by Rotary District 9670, is one strategy to provide an opportunity for 15-16 year olds to experience a variety of career 
options. 
 
In 2009, in the Hunter area there were seven Try-a-Trade days, catering for 1525 students in 48 schools.  Although each day is simi-
lar in its organisation with local trade and professional people providing a hands-on experience to groups of mostly Year 9 students, 
the involvement of the Rotary Clubs varies.  Some clubs will be involved in setting up the venue, others clearing away at the end of 
the day, some in sourcing the presenters and others in undertaking the catering. 
 
Rotary Clubs are encouraged to get further involved in the planned Try-a-Trade events for 2010, by contacting Liana Nadalin, Try-a
-Trade Hunter Co-ordinator (0425 214 918) or Pam Wellham, Rotary Club of Wallsend – Maryland. 
Liana has taken over from Maryka Gibson, Rotary Club of Maitland Sunrise.  Maryka was 
the initiator and stalwart of the Try-a-Trade for many years but is now working fulltime for 
the NSW Department of Education and Training.  A presentation was made earlier this year 
as a tribute to Maryka’s commitment to the program.  [Photograph:  Maryka Gibson receiv-
ing her gift from DGN Janette Jackson. 
 
Pam Wellham 
New Generations  
Mobile: 0437 479 886 
Ph: 02 4947 9886 




