
                    District-Governor’s Newsletter - 1 - 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

   

 

  

 

Message from the DG 

Good morning my fellow Rotarians, 

As I sit here at my desk writing my final newsletter, I reflect on what a 

wonderful year this has been. If only all Rotarians could experience the 

pleasures of the Office of Governor and sharing the wonderful achievements 

of our Clubs, how enthused and motivated we all would be. 

Training at District, National and International levels is extremely 

comprehensive, allowing the incumbent to fully understand the complexities 

of the task ahead. Couple this with the friendships forged and the 

opportunity to mix with all our wonderful Rotarians, makes for an experience 

I will never forget. 

I thank you for giving me this experience – in return I trust I have delivered as 

you would expect, leaving our District in a strong position to tackle the future 

challenges that lay before us. 

During the last 12 months, our membership has increased a massive 4.7 % 

net growth, well above the 3 % expected by Rotary International and at time 

of writing we expect to Charter e club8 prior to the end of this Rotary year. 

We welcome the establishment of Newcastle Rotoract (Hunteract) in June 

this year. It was indeed inspiring to be with so many young people 

invigorated in delivering to their fellow man and I wish them every success 

for the future. 
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      Welcome to the May District Governor’s Newsletter.  

     In this issue… 
                 Page 
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 We hope that you enjoy reading the jam-packed 

June edition of the DG’s Newsletter.  

Thank you. 

Nora Jones: nora.jones@y7mail.com 

file:///G:/Rotary/2012/Message
mailto:nora.jones@y7mail.com
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ROTARY DISTRICT 9670 

LEADERSHIP 2012-2013 
 

All home and business phone numbers 
require prefix 02 if 

dialling from outside New South Wales 
 

District Governor: 
Peter Raynor and Margaret 

RC of Warners Bay 
Ph. 0416 082270 

pmraynor@bigpond.com.au 
 

District Governor Elect:  
Brian Atkins and Madeleine  

RC of Waratah 
Ph: 4952 3220 

 briankatkins@bigpond.com;  
 

District Governor Nominee: 
Gerard McMillan and Yvonne 

Palmer 
RC of Singleton 

Ph: 0419 995 175 
 gjmcmillan51@gmail.com 

 

Immediate Past District 
Governor: 

Janette Jackson and Steve 
RC of Cessnock Inc. 

Ph: 0419 421 154 
jj4211@bigpond.com 

 

District Secretary  
PDG Greg Bevan and Lorraine 

RC of Cessnock  
Ph: 49 37 2495 

gandlbevan@bigpond.com.au 
 

District Treasurer  
Ron Glascott and Lynne  

RC of Charlestown 
treasurer@rotary9670.org.au 

  

 

 

 

Message from the DG (Cont.) 
 

Our District has moved forward into a new age - implementing electronic 

banking, a new District website allowing communication with more 

flexibility than ever before with the advantage of being directly linked to the 

RI Website and data base. We now have District and Chairs of Committee 

Facebook pages allowing cross communication and ideas exchanges. 

Our District Committees have delivered very successful camps of RYLA, 

RYPEN, MUNA, Group Study Exchange, Short and long term Youth Exchange, 

Science and Engineering Challenge, RYCOTT, RyAgs and Try A Trade just to 

mention some but not all of our activities. My congratulations to our 

Committee Chairs and their teams for their dedication to Service above Self 

in delivering these life changing experiences for our youth. 

On the humanitarian front, our RAWCS and ROMAC Project leaders have 

improved the lives of countless thousands in PNG, Timor Leste, Vanautu, Fiji 

and The Philippines. Here in Australia we have delivered medical equipment 

through Donations in Kind, have given service to the Men of the Bush with 

our very own MERV (Men’s Rural Health Van) as it travels the outback 

visiting rural communities promoting and screening males for health issues. 

Bowelscan has again been saving lives through early diagnosis of potential 

bowel problems. 

The recent publicity highlighting the partnership between Bill Gates and 

Rotary together with the donation of $80 million from the Australian 

Government brings to the attention of the wider community the challenges 

faced by those working towards a Polio free world. The generous giving to 

The Rotary Foundation from our Clubs will bring us a little closer to our 

goals. This is a fight we must not give up. 

My thanks to our District Executive and Assistant Governors who have 

worked tirelessly to ensure all administrative and liaison support between 

District and Clubs has been first class. I would also like to thank Peter Sivyer 

for his hard work compiling the Attendance and Community reports each 

month. 

The Rotary Foundation as of 1 July moves into a new era of operation with 

the implementation of Future Vision. Preparing our District and Clubs has 

been a major challenge to ensure our District and Clubs are qualified and 

can satisfy all requirements to receive and distribute the new Grant model. 

In this role our Foundation Committee has performed outstandingly to a 

point where I believe we are as well prepared as any District in the world.  
 

Well done! 

 

 

 

mailto:pmraynor@bigpond.com.au
mailto:briankatkins@bigpond.com
mailto:gjmcmillan51@gmail.com
mailto:jj4211@bigpond.com
mailto:gandlbevan@bigpond.com.au
mailto:treasurer@rotary9670.org.au
file:///C:/Users/Nora%20Jones/Desktop/Message%20from%20the%20DG
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Message from the DG (Cont.) 

To tell the real story of Rotary contribution I asked our Clubs to record not only meeting attendance but hours of Rotary 

work and Club financial donations. To date, 23 Clubs have reported with extraordinary result. I believe our Clubs 

collectively raise in excess of $2 million and give 10,000 hours in service. 

I would dearly love to tell our collective District achievements to all; but I need your help. 

If your Club has not already done so, I ask if you could best estimate the hours of Rotary Service given by your 

Members and the amount raised throughout this Rotary year and send to PDG Peter Sivyer at ppsivyer@bigpond.com 

or myself at pmraynor@bigpond.com.au 

Certainly our District Conference will be long remembered by all those who witnessed the motivational speakers, club 

presentations and the Magic of Rotary spirit generated by those who attended. 

Last but not least I thank our First Lady of the District, my wife Margaret who gave 100% support from day one. Without 

this contribution the District would have been much poorer. Margaret's Partner's Project "Research into Macular 

Degeneration" has been widely accepted and I have been amazed by the number of folk in our midst that are effected 

or touched closely by this illness. As Marg says in her presentation - "This disease can be eradicated - it will only take 

time and money - that's where we come in" Donations can still be made to: 

Account Name: Rotary International D9670 Inc. 

BSB: 637000 

Account No. 719445802 

Please make Notation: Partners - Your Club Name 

RI President Sakuji Tanaka determined the Theme for 2012-13 as “Peace through Service” and as I have made way 

across the length and breadth of D 9670 I am sure he would be as satisfied as I am that our Rotarians have fulfilled his 

goal many times over. 

After 30 June some may expect me to drop out of sight and never be heard of again - Not So!! 

Rolled in to my obligatory IPDG duties I will be out and about promoting the Rotary International Sydney Convention 1 

to 4 June 2014. Many opportunities await us to participate as volunteers or as audience in what will be the greatest 

show on earth. More information will be available after 1 July - so watch this space and I look forward to seeing you 

there. 

In handing over the reins of the District to DGE Brian I am comfortable in saying we are in pretty good shape and I wish 

Brian and Madeleine every success for the coming year. I again thank you for this wonderful experience. 

Peter Raynor       
Governor 2012-13  

R.I. District 9670 

P.O. Box 992 Warners Bay 2282 

Ph: 49 588992 Fax: 49 588994  

Mob:  0416 082270 

 

file:///C:/Users/Nora%20Jones/Desktop/Message%20from%20the%20DG
mailto:ppsivyer@bigpond.com
mailto:pmraynor@bigpond.com.au
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                                Rotary Club of Adamstown/New Lambton. 

    Bowelscan 

Rotary is trying to make the community aware of the dangers of bowel cancer and to encourage the 

community to participate yearly in the screening process. Bowelscan was introduced into Australia 22 years 

ago and has resulted in saving of many lives be early detection of polyps and or cancer.  

Members of the Adamstown New/Lambton have sold Bowelscan kits for the last many years via local 

pharmacies & this year to individuals. The proceeds are as follows & many lives possible saved. Last year we 

sold 179 kits and received $358 and this year we sold 192 kits and received $384 profit for the club 

Engage Rotary – Change Lives 

This year’s Rotary theme is ‘Engage Rotary – Change Lives’ – District 9670 has met the 

challenge.   

A Golf day was held on Monday 18th March 2013, at Merewether Golf Club. It was a 

collaboration between Rotary & Lions clubs. It was a beautiful sunny day and a great success. 

The proceeds (totalling approximately $16,000.00) were the result of the hard effort by 

members of both clubs. Some photos from the day are on the next page. 
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Golf Day Presentation Night 

Tuesday 28th May 2013 

This week, the Club attended the presentation of cheques to Hunter Prostate Cancer Alliance and SIDS for Kids 

at the Wallsend Diggers Club in Wallsend, a suburb of Newcastle. It was also an evening for social interaction 

with fellow Lions Club members. A delicious meal was also served. They have an unusual raffle whereby the 

winner receives a percentage of the raffle takings & a chance to select a card which may have a possible 

additional prize of $700 (or nothing) behind. Unfortunately no Rotary members were successful, but the Lions 

member who did win was unable to select the correct card either so that prize jackpots next week until won. 

Cheques from Adamstown/New Lambton Rotary were presented as follows:- 

SIDS FOR KIDS $4225.00 

HUNTER PROSTRATE CANCER $4225.00 

The Lions Club matched these donations. All proceeds from the Golf day went to these two charities. A great 

night was had by all. Below are some photographs from the night. 
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GSE 2013/14 to USA 
 

From July 1, applications will open for the Group Study Exchange to be held in March/ April 2014.   In this round, our 
District will exchange with D 7570 (West Virginia and North Eastern Tenessee).  
 

Clubs are encouraged to look within for candidates for Team Leader, as well as looking externally for candidates for 
team members.  Although the funding arrangements for GSE have changed under the Future Vision Plan ( now 
funded out of District Grants), the program this year will run as it has in the past. 
 

All information about the program, including application forms for team leaders and team members, application 
dates, and the GsE team handbook is available from 01 July on the District 9670 website. A press release will also be 
distributed to club presidents and local media in the first week of July, and clubs are encouraged to promote this 
widely in their local area. 
 

Clubs interested in hosting the inbound team are encouraged to contact Shari Tanzer, GSE sub-committee at 
shari.milsom@y7mail.com ( subject line: GSE hosting). 
 

Please support this program and the ongoing work of the Rotary Foundation. 
 
 

mailto:shari.milsom@y7mail.com


                    District-Governor’s Newsletter - 7 - 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Rotary Club of Salamander Bay has thee, RAWCS International Projects in Papua New Guinea and we are looking for 

donations or Project Partners to continue our Life Saving Projects. 

MANDO PROJECT – RAWCS NO- 6/2006.7 

The project provides free eEducation to some 600 disadvantaged children in the Eastern Highlands Province – Literacy, 

Education and Health.  Currently this school caters up to year 8 and we are looking for further funding to construct 

another six classrooms to take the students to year 12. 

Currently there are 390 Primary schools and only 30 High Schools in the Province. 

“SAVE THE KULA BABIES” – RAWCS – 18/2009/10 

Rotary has funded and provided a Doctor for the people of the Trobriand Islands, Milne Bay Province, for the population 

of 52,000 for the next three years. 

We are focused on Maternal and Child Health as the death rate of children is the second highest in the world.  Family 

planning is critical as the Island has chronic food shortages, depletion of land use for gardening, diseases such as 

malnutrition, TB, malaria, HIV. Mother and baby packs are provided to mothers who come to Health Centre for 

supervised births. Needless and preventable deaths are being reduced by our Project Medical Officer. 

LIGHTHOUSE PROJECT – RAWCS – 138/2010/11 

This is a Nationwide Health Project providing cataract surgeries to correct cataract blindness to the disadvantaged rural 

people, who need their sight to attend to subsistence farming to feed their families. 

New Medical Equipment is also provided to Health Centres and Hospitals throughout Papua New Guinea. 

“It is our obligation to help those who have helped us in the past”. 

If your club would like to donate or become a Project Partner please send your funds to RAWCS Treasurer Jack Elliott, 

P.O. Box 134 Oatlands NSW 2117. Please quote the Project Reference Number, so it will be allocated to your particular 

Project of interest. See clips YouTube search wendystein1. 

Reach within to Embrace Humanity. 

PP WENDY STEIN PHF OAM – RAWCS PROJECT MANAGER 
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Charlie Nais 7 years old from Tanna Island, Vanuatu, arrived in 
Newcastle 15th April for Corrective surgery of his Club Feet. 
He is being sponsored by the Rotary Club of East Maitland and 
Adamstown New Lambton. 
 

The corrective surgery is being done in multiple stages and is a 
humanitarian effort of the John Hunter Children’s Hospital. 
Charlie is in Australia with his mother Veronic and leaves behind at 
home a 1 year old brother Niji and 3 year old sister Annie, who are being cared for by their father, Joseph. 
 

Veronic and Joseph run the small family resort White Sands on Tanna Island. It was here in November 2011 that 
East Maitland Rotarian Brian Coffey and his wife Carol found Charlie crawling around the village area. With a 
promise to assist offered, it wasn’t long before Brian was steered to Rotarian Lyn Thorpe District Chair for ROMAC 
who got the interest of Dr Eric Ho, an orthopaedic surgeon at John Hunter Children’s Hospital. 
 

Over the next 18 months, Lyn commenced planning the medical side of things, as well as the process of getting 
Charlie and his mother to Australia for the life changing surgery.  
 

Meanwhile, ROMAC offered the opportunity for the Hunter to have internationally renowned pianist Roger 
Woodward perform in the area to raise funds for ROMAC, with the aim of helping Charlie. East Maitland club 
hosted this successful concert in November 2012 raised nearly $6500 for ROMAC, and the community was behind 
Charlie. 
 

Communication with Tanna was always a barrier (and still is for Veronic while she is here) and after much searching 
and assistance from Janet Kalpukai from Rotary Port Vila Charlie and a carer were on the way. However we have 
now learned that the family has been forced into debt with not working, changing carer roles and waiting in Vila for 
nearly 7 months while the fine tuning was done between the hospital and Immigration. 
 

The good news is that Charlie arrived with Veronic in April – his huge eyes and smile capturing everyone’s heart. 
Veronic is overwhelmed by the Rotary, churches and community care and interest in her son. No longer left to his 
own devices at the back of a hut while parents and grandparents work, Charlie is now the centre of attention. His 
achievements have included a belief and desire to walk, turning pages of books, watching television, using an iPad, 
driving in trains, boats and cars, learning English, counting, becoming toilet trained, cleaning his teeth and hands 
regularly, having warm baths, learning to talk and his heart capturing wave of goodbye and blowing of kisses. 
Remember this is a 7 year old boy! 
 

With East Maitland’s’ $1000 donation to Riding for The Disabled at Raymond Terrace, Charlie has worked his way 
into the volunteers heart as he now tries his hand at horse riding every Tuesday.   
 

For Veronic, she has been able to experience mother / child relationships at local playgroups and is relishing in 
teaching Charlie English words and to read. As a young 25 year old mother Veronic will take home a child who can 
walk and enjoy the island life as well as experiences that may ensure children in her village get the best chance in a 
paternal relationship. 

 

This year’s Rotary theme is ‘Engage Rotary – Change Lives’ – District 9670 has met the challenge.   

Lyn Thorpe OAM 
NSW Senior Australian of the Year 2010 
District 9670 Chair ROMAC 
R/C Adamstown New Lambton 
dkthorpe@bigpond.com 
M 0428011056 
(02)49425559

mailto:dkthorpe@bigpond.com
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                                  The Rotary Foundation 

Grant Funds helping the Local Community. 
 

District Simplified Grant 

Rotary Club of Singleton on Hunter 

The community of Singleton is amongst the highest per-capita incomes of all communities in Australia, but it still has 

families living below the poverty line. This is recognised when school children turn up for their days schooling without 

having had something to eat to start the day.  This then reflects on their learning ability throughout the day and also 

impacts on their fellow students when they become restless and disrupt the class. 

Members of the Rotary Club of Singleton on Hunter took this on board as a project 

and with assistance of funding through the Rotary Foundation by a District 

Simplified Grant have supplied and installed kitchen equipment for a Breakfast 

Club to be run at a local public school. On completion of the installation of the 

equipment, the Breakfast Club will be run by community volunteers and teachers 

for the affected students. 

The project involved eight members of 

the Club in project planning, grant 

application, purchase of equipment and installation at the school.  Funding 

came from a combination of Club and Grant funds. The project was to 

purchase and install flat pack kitchen cupboards for the storage of non-

perishable food items, crockery and utensils, and the purchase of a 

refrigerator for perishable foods and a microwave oven and two toasters for 

food preparation. 

Alex McHarg 

Club Secretary  

 

  

eClub close to reality 
 

Our District eClub is just a few members away from chartering.  As Rotarians, you can share this journey with the eClub 
in a few ways: 
 

1) If you, or someone in your club is leaving your club due to work/ family / travel/  personal commitments, an option is 
to transfer to the eClub-  meeting online 24/7.  This solution will allow you to remain a part of Rotary and District 9670, 
and continue your contribution to the great work of Rotary; 
 

2) Refer people to the eClub. For many reasons, no- Rotarians may be interested in Rotary but the traditional club may 
not suit their needs.  The eClub offers a great alternative; 
 

3) Got a great project and looking to share/ promote it, engage assistance, or sing your successes? Why not become a 
guest speaker for the eClub. You can do this by providing us with a video ( YouTube or similar format), or a written 
document telling us about you, your club, your project, or you can jump in to a weekly chat with club members.  Please 
contact our club president if you are interested; 
 

4) Go to our website ( www.rotaryeclub8.com), take a look around and let us know what you think.  How can we 
improve it? As a bonus, you can also visit the eClub for a make - up, simply by spending 30 minutes online, and 
completing our visiting Rotarian form.  
 

It's an exciting road ahead for the eClub and the District as we charter new waters, and we thank Rotarians in the 
District for their support on our journey to date and in the future. 
 
Shari Milsom 
 

http://www.rotaryeclub8.com/
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2013 NEWCASTLE SCIENCE AND 

ENGINEERING CHALLENGE DINNER 

INVITATION 

The 2013 Newcastle Science & Engineering Challenge Dinner will be hosted by the 

Rotary Club of Belmont on Monday 15 July at Belmont 16 ft Sailing Club at 

6:00pm for 6:30pm.,the cost being $30.00 per head with drinks available to be purchased from 

the bar. The Rotary Club of Belmont Inc and Newcastle Challenge Coordinating Committee 

warmly invite all Rotarians, partners, guests and sponsors to the dinner as an introduction to 

this amazing Challenge program and the announcement of the 2013 Naming Rights 

Sponsor. This will be a night of fellowship, fun and combined with a challenging table 

experiment!  

A great night of Rotary in action. 
The guest speaker for the evening will be Professor  

Andrew Partiff DeputyVice-Chancellor (Academic) from 

The University of Newcastle. 
Invitations to the Rotary Clubs in Newcastle, Lake Macquarie, 

Lower Hunter and Port Stephens areas will be forwarded by email 

from the Rotary Club of Belmont shortly. 

For more information on the Challenge Dinner please contact 

Newcastle Challenge Team Member Penny Black, Rotary Club of Belmont  

Phone 02 4972 2143, Email g.j.black@bigpond.com 

P.O Box 70, Belmont NSW 2280  

For information contact: 

District Governor Elect, District 9670 for 2013-2014 Brian Atkins 

Newcastle Regional Chair of the Science and Engineering Challenge Coordinating Committee and Rotary 

Club of Waratah Email: briankatkins@bigpond.com   

Phone: 4952 3220, Mobile: 0447 523 220 

     Join in the fun of competition and assist 

at the Newcastle Science and Engineering 

Challenge Newcastle and Maitland Discovery Days 2013 

 

Newcastle Science and Engineering Challenge Discovery Days 2013 for Year 6 Students 

Newcastle: Monday 2 to Friday 6 September at Kahibah Public School Hall, Kahibah 

40 Primary Schools invited 

Maitland: Monday 16 to Thursday 19 September at All Saint’s College St. Peter’s Campus,  

Maitland 

32 Primary Schools invited 

For further information contact Deputy Chair and Discovery Day Coordinator 

Earl Heckman - Rotary Club of Maitland, Phone 02 4930 7716,Mobile 0422 479 757 

Email eheckman @bigpond.net .au 

 

mailto:g.j.black@bigpond.com
mailto:briankatkins@bigpond.com
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Community Involvement: May 

CLUB NAME 
 CONTRIBUTIONS  

COMMENTS 
HOURS   FINANCIAL  

Adamstown-New 
Lambton 

12  BBQ/Bowel Scan 

Cardiff 6  Red Shield Apeall 

Cessnock 670  $10,000.00  
RAWCS/Golf Day/ Road clean up/Admin/ BBQ/$10.000.00  for 
New Roof Girl Guides hall Cessnock 

Cobar 217.5  $  1,187.24  
Brennan Cash/Can. Cobar Miners Race BBQ/Outback 
Science/Engineering Defence Force/Bowel Scan 

Dubbo 150  Dubbo Show catering 

Kurri Kurri 280  Catering/Working Bees 

Kurri Kurri Sunrise 28  School Breakfast Stanford Merthyr 

Maitland Sunrise 205  
Admin/Food Prep etc Q & A fun d Raising/Community 
Service/Distriistrict Meetings/A.G.Duties 

Myall Coast 150  $  1,450.00  Primary School Reading/Trivia Night/Muna to R.I and Muna 

Muswellbrook 60  $     400.00  Muna/Barbeques/Try a Skill/Muna $400 

Narromine 70  ns 

Nelson Bay 320  Project Neighbour/BBQ/RYDA/Bowel Scan/Triathlon 

Newcastle Enterprise 115  Local Communities/Newcastle Public School 

Newcastle Sunrise 282.5  ns 

Raymond Terrace 130  Community BBQ's 

Rutherford-Telarah 503  $     120.00  Fundraiising/Bowel Scan/Graffiti Removal/YEP Student $120 

Waratah ns  $  5,650.00  
Trivia Night/Immune Deficiency Foundation Donation $2500 
also $2700 Macular Degeneration $250 also East Timor $200. 

Williamtown 208  ns 

ns=not stated     

Total 3,407 $ 18,807.24  
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Attendance Report: May 

ROTARY DISTRICT 9670 
CLUB MEMBERSHIP May % Rank 

Adamstown New Lambton 28 75.1 10 

Belmont 27 81.4 6 

Cardiff 14 46 24 

Cessnock 23 67 20 

Cobar 22 86.67 3 

Dubbo 24 72.9 13 

Dubbo Macquarie 24 93.48 2 

Dubbo West 49 77.07 7 

Kurri Kurri 14 96.43 1 

Kurri Kurri Sunrise 25 58 22 

Maitland Sunrise 37 68 18 

Merriwa 21 81.9 5 

Myall Coast 25 64.13 21 

Muswellbrook 22 68 18 

Narromine 13 69 17 

Nelson Bay 54 75 11 

Newcastle Enterprise 27 76 9 

Newcastle Enterprise Sunrise 21 71 15 

Raymond Terrace 23 76.03 8 

Rutherford Telarah 27 71.27 14 

Salamander Bay 32 58 22 

Singleton 42 70 16 

April details received after 10th Month 

Belmont, 26 Members, %79.10 Attendance 

Dubbo Macquarie 23 Members, %94.30 Attandance 
 

   

The support given by the above named Rotary Clubs is very much appreciated,  

Email address for Attendance: ppsivyer@bigpond.com 

 

As this is my last newsletter for Rotary, I would like to thank everyone who contributed articles 

over the past year. I would also like to thank Peter Sivyer for his tireless work with the Attendance 

Report and Community Involvement charts. Most of all, I would like to thank Peter Raynor for 

giving me this opportunity and for being so great to work with. 

Nora Jones, Editor 

nora.jones@y7mail.com 

file:///F:/Rotary/2012-2013/ppsivyer@bigpond.com

