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R O T A R Y  C L U B  O F  H E L S T O N  L I Z A R D

It  started  with  

People of Action
The Power of  Rotary

1999 The Rotary Club of Helston Lizard made it 
their Millennial Project to provide a specialized 
shelter solution following disaster

2000 the organization ShelterBox was 
established

2012 ShelterBox was named Rotary 
International’s Global Project Partner in Disaster 
Relief 

2020 Rotary International and ShelterBox 
continue to partner to shelter families around 
the globe

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Looking back, it started with People of Action, the power of Rotary:
Starting in the small town of Cornwall, England the Rotary Club of Helston Lizard started a millennial project by packing items into boxes.  In 2000, ShelterBox was formally founded as an organization; and, we remain Rotary’s project partner in disaster relief to this day.
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We’ve been able to serve more families over the years by becoming more efficient, being innovative, and evolving in order to shelter more people in need. 
Our experience has taught us that there no one solution to every disaster. Over time, our aid items have evolved as a result of beneficiary feedback or advancement in technology. 

Some examples of these improvements and innovation are  (when presenting, pick 2 of your favorites)
Water purification.  We wanted the easiest to use and best product to provide families the clean water they need.  We’ve upgraded our water purification method twice since 2000.
Solar Lights.  Our original LuminAID models only provided 16 hours of light.  The models we send today provide 24 hours of light off a single charge. 
Warmth Items.  We now offer thicker blankets and grounds mat
Standard Relief Tent. Our standard relief tent has been improved AND we also have a variety of tents we now send depending on the need and climate.
The addition of the ShelterKit in 2014 allows people to remain on their homesite, secure their possessions, and repair what’s theirs.
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Depending on the specific disaster, our Response Teams work with the local community to determine the specific need. The changes we’ve made over the years allow us to reach beneficiaries faster, reserve resources, and respect the donor dollar. While our aid has improved, our mission itself has never changed. 
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We are focused. We specialise in emergency shelter and the essential tools needed to help rebuild homes after disaster. 
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We go further. We go to hard to reach communities, often those that are overlooked by others.
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We are global. We have a powerful global network of supporters around the world raising vital funds to help us in our mission.
We are official project partners with Rotary International, and Rotarians around the world help us to connect with local communities more quickly when disaster strikes.




Indonesia 2004
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Since 2000, we have worked to get aid into the far to reach places, into the communities that might otherwise go unserved.  We did so by any means possible.



Indonesia 2004
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<pause for a second, no script here>



Nepal 2014
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<pause for a second, no script here>




2009
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<pause for a second, no script here>




Ethiopia 2011
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<pause for a second, no script here>
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<pause for a second, no script here>




Syria, 2019
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Any means possible has also meant being able to deliver our aid to some of the most extreme conflict areas of the world. While ShelterBox originally began responding to only natural disasters, we have been able to take what we’ve learned and apply our knowledge to help shelter refugees around the globe. 




WE’VE RESPONDED TO MORE THAN 300 DISASTERS 
IN OVER 95 COUNTRIES.
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WE’VE RESPONDED TO MORE THAN 300 DISASTERS IN OVER 95 COUNTRIES.




TOGETHER 
SHELTERBOX AND 

ROTARY HAVE 
SHELTERED 1.5

MILLION PEOPLE 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
TOGETHER SHELTERBOX AND ROTARY HAVE SHELTERED 1.5 MILLION PEOPLE 




WE HAVE BEEN 
NOMINATED FOR THE 

NOBEL PEACE PRIZE

Bangladesh, 2018

Presenter
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Because of our work in war-torn countries, ShelterBox has been nominated for a Nobel Peace prize in both 2018 and 2019.  We strive to keep families and communities together, increasing feelings of stability and togetherness during a time of unprecedented global conflict and displacement.




Statistics share 
the magnitude 

of our impact, but
stories from 

people you’ve 
helped shelter, 

bring our mission home.

Cyclone Idai, 2019
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Statistics share the magnitude of our impact, but stories from people you’ve helped shelter, bring our mission home.



KUNYUMBA
h o m e
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Today, I want to share stories from families you helped shelter in Malawi.  In the spring of 2019, Cyclone Idai hit southern Africa, washing away entire villages in Malawi. Thanks to your support, 10,000 people were supported with emergency aid so they could begin to rebuild their lives.  Together, we were able to help families create Kunyumba, which is the Chichewa* word for home.  *(Chee-chew-uh)
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With more people displaced around the world than ever before, we are looking to grow and scale our operations in order to shelter 1 million people a year.

The foundation that we’ve built over the last 20 years, will allow us to continue to grow and serve more families as we move forward.
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But we need your help to do so.  I invite you to join us on this journey to shelter more families.  As we enter our next 20 years, we need as much help as we can get to tackle this global crisis. 

Please see me after the meeting if you’re interested in volunteering or have any questions.  There are also materials on the table.

Thank you for having me today. 



Türkiye and Syria Earthquake, 
Feb 2023

• ShelterBox is responding after people in Türkiye (formerly Turkey) and northwest 
Syria were struck by a 7.8 magnitude earthquake early in the morning on Monday 
6th February.

Presenter
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People in Turkey (Türkiye) and northwest Syria were struck by a 7.8 magnitude earthquake early in the morning on Monday 6th February. On Monday ShelterBox is responding after a series of powerful earthquakes. 

ShelterBox has experience responding to earthquakes in Turkey before, most notably the 2011 Van earthquake. We also have an ongoing programme of work supporting people displaced by conflict in Syria. 
ShelterBox aid is in Türkiye and Syria. 
Tents have arrived in Türkiye on free flights by Turkish Airlines from Panama – where we had stock pre-positioned. We strategically pre-position aid all over the world to help get crucial supplies to disaster affected communities as quickly as we can.
A truck of aid carrying thermal blankets has crossed the border into Syria and has reached our local partner, Bahar, who will be distributing our aid. We’re expecting more trucks of our aid to arrive in northern Syria in the coming days and weeks, containing more vital supplies.
We’ll also be getting winter coats to children affected by the earthquakes through our existing partner, ReliefAid. Night time temperatures are continuing to dip below freezing and thermal clothing will help families protect their children from icy conditions. 


Youtube video (optional): Update from Türkiye | ShelterBox - YouTube�Urgent appeal for ShelterBox : Mark Austin in Türkiye - YouTube




Türkiye and Syria Earthquake,  
Feb 2023

Donate now to help people affected by earthquakes 
and other disasters.

Visit our website at: https://shelterbox.org, call 0300 0300 500 or 
scan the QR code
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The earthquakes are the most devastating to hit the region in 100 years. 
The freezing temperatures are presenting an immediate risk to life to people who are too afraid to return home, have no home to go back to, or in the area desperately seeking news of missing loved ones. Conditions are extremely challenging. It’s freezing cold, access is difficult, there are rising frustrations, and growing security concerns in the affected areas.
In Syria nearly nine million people were affected by the earthquake and around 6,000 people have lost their lives according to the UN. 
At least 1,700 building have been destroyed and over 7,200 damaged.   
In Türkiye a three-month state of emergency has been declared 


ShelterBox is launching an emergency fundraising appeal to help people affected by the earthquakes and other disasters around the world. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON WHERE MONEY GOES TO IF NEEDED: 

Your support will contribute to our Turkey (Türkiye) and Syria Earthquakes response as part of our General Fund. We believe that the best way for us to be impactful is by staying flexible, and it is essential that we have funds available to support those affected by disasters around the world.

ADDITIONAL INFO IF NEEDED ON PAST RESPONSES IN REGION: 

ShelterBox has responded following earthquakes in Turkey (Türkiye) before, most notably in 2011 when an earthquake struck the Van region in eastern Turkey (Türkiye). More than 600 people lost their lives.  
 
We have experience working in northern Syria having supported people affected by the conflict in the north of the country for more than 10 years. Working with partners including ReliefAid and Bahar Organisation, we’ve provided shelter aid to hundreds of thousands of people since 2012. It is the largest, most sustained response in our history. This experience includes the delivery of a winter programme in north west Syria, with the latest round of distributions having just been completed. 



https://shelterbox.org/


Shelter remains the priority for 
people across Türkiye and 
Syria.  

At least two million people 
have lost their homes in 
Türkiye, more than 80,000 
people in Syria have been 
displaced – many not for the 
first time.

www.shelterboxaustralia.org.au
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· Hundreds of thousands of people are without adequate shelter, including in harder-to-reach rural areas. 
ShelterBox has an emergency fundraising appeal to help people affected by the earthquakes and other disasters around the world.

People in Türkiye and Syria are already receiving ShelterBox aid. We have aid in both countries, including essential items such as tents, blankets, mattresses, and winter coats for children, with more on the way. The items will help people surviving through this ongoing nightmare, protecting them from the winter weather, preventing the spread of disease, and providing some privacy, as they get back on their feet.



The situation in Türkiye

www.shelterboxaustralia.org.au
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Türkiye · In Türkiye, we are working with Rotary and local authorities as part of our response. We’ll be procuring tents and other essential items like blankets, mattresses, stoves and lighting in Türkiye. We’ll then work with Rotary to distribute these, likely to people in Hatay. 
· Our emergency response teams are in Gaziantep – a large city in southern Türkiye - and Istanbul. They continue to visit affected areas. 
· There has been significant destruction in the city of Adiyaman where the team has visited more than once, meeting with Rotary and local authorities. There are very few buildings left that have not been damaged in some way, with most completely collapsed. 



The situation in Syria

www.shelterboxaustralia.org.au

Presenter
Presentation Notes
· In northern Syria, as well as tents, high thermal blankets, and mattresses, we’ll be supplying people with solar lights, water carriers, and multi-purpose cash. Cash assistance gives people who have been left with very little the flexibility to get what essential items they need. It gives them a choice. 
· With no electricity, solar lights will help families spend time together during dark evenings, and water carriers will help people store their own drinking water. 
· We are continuing to move aid across the border to our partner Bahar and the first truck containing tents from our warehouse in Belgium has now arrived. More are due in the next week. We’ll also be supporting the constructions of bases for the tents to help reduce the risks from the elements. 
· As well as distributing children’s winter coats through our partner ReliefAid – who we have been working with as part of our conflict response in the country - we are also working to procure basic items such as blankets and mattresses to collective centres – we are hearing that these items are in high demand in Idlib. The first truck containing blankets has been delivered to ReliefAid in Syria.




What can you do to help?

ShelterBox has an emergency fundraising appeal to help people affected 
by the earthquakes and other disasters around the world. 

Your support will contribute to our Türkiye and Syria Earthquakes 
response as part of our General Fund. 

We believe that the best way for us to be impactful is by staying flexible, 
and it is essential that we have funds available to support those affected 
by disasters around the world.

Donate at www.shelterboxaustralia.org.au/turkey-earthquake/ or 
please share our appeal with your community / Rotary Club 

www.shelterboxaustralia.org.au

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Share the Turkiye/Syria earthquake appeal poster and ask attendees to share our news on social media by liking and sharing our posts on ShelterBox Australia Facebook page, Instagram, Twitter and LinkedIn

http://www.shelterboxaustralia.org.au/turkey-earthquake/


To learn more
visit www.shelterboxaustralia.org.au



THE DECISION TO DEPLOY
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Presentation Notes
This slide is optional and can be used to answer questions.

ShelterBox is thoughtful in execution.  Our team looks at everything from what sort of response is being mounted by the local government, the capacity of the community to self recover, to whether or not our aid is even appropriate. This criterion allows us to stay true to our mission. In 20 years, our mission has never wavered, and we have become the experts in providing emergency shelter. 


Below is purely informational for you as an Ambassador.  Don’t read every one of these, you will run out of time.  You can refer the audience to the website if they want more information.
Government response: has the local government declared a state of emergency and/or asked for international assistance?
Number of families needing help: will at least 200 families/households still require emergency shelter by the time aid is distributed?
Type of aid: is our aid appropriate?  
Local capacity: What is the capacity of local agencies or communities to help? Are other organisations or agencies already meeting the needs?  ShelterBox is seeking to serve the most vulnerable communities around the globe. 
You will see us in areas where there are not housing alternatives or other well positioned aid organisations in country (or nearby) that are able to provide aid.  We also respond, when those organisations (like Red Cross for example) in-country are overwhelmed and are unable to cover the need with their own resources. 
Speed of self-recovery:  Do families have the resources to recover themselves?  In Australia, we are fortunate to have an infrastructure with hospitals, major road systems, and many protected by medical and homeowner’s insurance.  Our responses focus on communities that have limited ability to self-recover.
Length of time support will be needed: will shelter aid be required for at least a month?  
ShelterBox resources: do we have the resources needed for the duration of a response?
Safety: can we safely respond?
Two additional items we look at are the Sphere Definitions Handbook and the Global Development Index Rating.  
In short, the Sphere Handbook outlines vulnerability criteria and response standards to ensure that humanitarian organisations are not causing harm (even if well meaning).  
The Global Development Index rating provides an overview of a countries state of development.  Through this ranking we can see countries suffering from deprivation and despair outside of a disaster.  This tool helps in determining local capacity and speed of recovery.
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