
October 2021  DG Newsletter

                               Dear fellow Rotarians, partners and friends of Rotary,  

                               September has been a really busy month, with many District events as well as Jenny and 
                               I continuing our visits around the district. As I am writing this report, we have completed 
                               28 of our visits (who’s counting!) We have been fortunate to be able to visit the clubs in 
South Australia and that COVID restrictions have had minimal impact. We continue to think of those of our 
district that are interstate and look forward to the day when it’s safe for restrictions to lift so that these 
clubs can return to normal operation. Jenny and I are currently looking at our schedule to see if we can 
adjust our visits to our interstate clubs.

As previously mentioned, Jenny and I have been enjoying our visits to clubs and continue to be amazed at 
the commitment our Rotarians and their clubs to supporting the community and Rotary International. Fun 
and Fellowship is still very much alive in our clubs and we look forward to our continued visits over the 
coming months.

Earlier this month, Jenny and I travelled with our Rotary club to the Flinders Ranges on our C.R.O.E. trip 
(Campbelltown Rotary Outback Experience).  
Twelve 4WD vehicles and around 30 Rotarians  
and Friends of Rotary travelled to the Flinders  
Ranges. We visited some amazing places, some  
only accessible by 4WD. We experienced great  
fun and fellowship and had some of the youngest  
and oldest members of our club travelling with us.  
We also learned a lot about the Flinders Ranges  
area and visited station owners and got to  
understand the challenges they have all been  
facing with the drought. We were also able to  
support the local community, showcase Rotary  
and raise money for the Royal Flying Doctor Service, 
(over $30,000)   
As many would be aware, Rotary Clubs during the  
last 12 months have been supplying hay and financial assistance to our rural areas. It was great to see the 
recognition these people had for Rotary and they were pleased to return the favour by supporting the RFDS 
– a very important organisation for them. This was a great Rotary experience. Fun, Fellowship, Fundraising, 
Promotion of Rotary, Supporting of Community and Learning about our backyard. Congratulations to Mal & 
Val Hanson and the Rotary Club of Campbelltown for a great adventure.
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                                                                                                  On our recent visit to the Whyalla club, we had the 
                                                                                                  opportunity to visit The Santos Science Experience 
                                                                                                  held at Uni SA – Whyalla campus.                                                                                                     
                                                                                                  Students from Whyalla schools and also from  
                                                                                                  Cummins were in attendance. This is an excellent  
                                                                                                  program and was  supported by the Rotary Club of 
                                                                                                  Whyalla.

I had the opportunity to attend the Northern Business Breakfast,  
a joint initiative of the RC of Salisbury and RC of Elizabeth.  
Normally these are held on the 4th Wednesday of each month  
and has an average attendance of around 80 business leaders.  
The speaker this month was the Hon Peter Malinauskas -  
Opposition Spokesman who spoke about the SA Hydrogen project.  
This is a great project which showcases Rotary in our community.

                                                                                                 The Rotaract Club of Adelaide University once again 
                                                                                                 presented a Cultural Night, held at the Latvian Hall 
                                                                                                 in Wayville. This event showcased food and  
                                                                                                 entertainment from many of the cultural groups that 
                                                                                                 call Adelaide home. I had the privilege to attend and 
                                                                                                 experience what a great event this was. It was well 
                                                                                                 supported by several Rotary Clubs and Rotarians  
                                                                                                 and was also supported by Government and local 
                                                                                                 businesses. This is a great initiative and  
                                                                                                 congratulations to DRR Lenard Sciancalepore and his 
                                                                                                 committee on a successful evening.  

Once again, the RYLA was held at Nunyara. As you would  
all be aware, RYLA is one of Rotary’s foremost leadership  
development programs. I had the pleasure of being able  
to welcome the participants on the opening day and  
then present the certificates to the awardees on their  
graduation night, Thursday 23rd September. At the  
Graduation the awardees all gave a presentation,  
recounting the events of their week together.  
 
The standard of these presentations was reflective of  
the caliber of this program. Congratulations to the RYLA  
committee and leaders on once again delivering an  
excellent RYLA program. I also acknowledge all of the  
clubs that have supported RYLA this year.



 

The Rotary Youth Sailing Challenge has set sail once again.  
This program is currently operating twice a year and gives  
the opportunity for 19 students to sail on a 5 day training  
program. As they learn to sail the ship they learn many  
valuable life skills. Jenny and I were able to attend the  
launch and wished them Bon Voyage. I also had the  
opportunity to speak to the parents, families and friends  
present there about Rotary and this particular program.  
Once again having the opportunity to promote Rotary.  
Congratulations to David Binks and his team for delivering this program for our district. 

                                                                                               Preparations are continuing for our District Conference  
                                                                                               in the Barossa Valley. Please ensure the 1st – 3rd April 
                                                                                               is marked in your diary and join us for a fantastic week 
                                                                                               end of fun and fellowship. I can also assure you that 
                                                                                              we have some excellent speakers planned and as soon 
                                                                                              as we have confirmation, we will highlight the speakers 
                                                                                              on our website. For all of these reasons, you won’t 
                                                                                              want to miss this Conference. 
  
The Conference registration site is now open. Don’t miss the Early-bird registration and be quick to book 
some accommodation. 

Once again, thanks to Euan Miller (Norwood) for continuing as Editor of Rotary Matters and to  
Graham Fussen (eClub D9510online) for his expertise in producing this publication. Thanks also to  
PDG David Jones for taking care of Rotary Classifieds. A reminder that articles are to be sent to  
District Secretary David Fenton.

As mentioned earlier, we have enjoyed being on the road visiting clubs. We continue to find the clubs in our 
district welcoming and friendly. If we haven’t visited you yet, we are looking forward to getting to your clubs 
and learning more about what you are doing in your community.

              Yours in Rotary
         DG Jeff Neale

https://rotary9510.org/sitepage/conference-2022
https://rotary9510.org/sitepage/youth/rotary-sailing-challenge


Newsletter Editor
 

Euan Miller
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  Registrations are now open for our District Conference in the Barossa Valley.   
 
Please ensure the 1st – 3rd April is marked in your diary and join us for a fantastic weekend of fun, great 
speakers and Rotary fellowship.    Please ensure you book your accommodation early. 
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                Rotarians can be influencers    
You don’t have to be Tik Tok dancer or put your pictures on Instagram to be an influencer. You don’t even 
need to be a social media user at all. 

As Rotarians, our leadership and ‘good works’ is respected in our communities. Therefore we too can be 
influencers and our considered opinions will be listened to and respected. 

COVID-19 gives us all an opportunity to influence. Especially to encourage and reassure those who are 
hesitant or procrastinating, to get vaccinated. We want to get to as close to 100% as we possibly can so the 
health services can manage the expected cases and new variants, as we stop the lockdowns and open our 
state and international borders. 
   
Already we are seeing significant numbers of people in the at risk groups still well below the average in 
vaccination rates. South Australia and the Northern Territory, which have been relatively lockdown free, 
are also showing slower jab take up rates. At mid- September SA and NT recorded 63% first doses of 16 
and over as against NSW 82% and Vic 73%. 
 
The local government areas within D 9510 well below the average include Adelaide Plains, Broken Hill, 
Mildura, the Outback, Peterborough, Playford, Renmark and Paringa, Salisbury and Wentworth. Also there 
are no records for Alice Springs. 

These are all priority areas of the community where Rotarians can step in and help.
Rotarians, through the eradicate polio program, have been successful vaccination supporters for 35 years. 
We all know how difficult this campaign has been. We have seen children in India having to be vaccinated 
multiple times because of perpetual diarrhoea, we have seen Inmans in Nigeria convince their believers 
that End Polio was designed by the West to create infertility and we have seen terrorist groups in Pakistan 
kill polio workers. We have even negotiated with the Taliban to combine with COVID vaccination programs 
so we can continue to eradicate polio. 

As Rotarians we can evaluate information and sort the truth from the conspiracies and lies.  
 
As Rotarians we can measure risk. We know that the risk of blood clots with Astra Zeneca is 66 in 10M but 
the risk of blood clots with COVID-19 is 12614 in 10M - nearly 200 times more. 
  
World Polio Day is on 24 October. Why not organise a club project or forum to focus on a section of your 
community that seems reluctant to get the jab and at the same time promote End Polio?  
 
You and your club can be an influencer for Rotary. 

Euan Miller
Rotary Foundation Cadre
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                Rotary Citation Awardees    

PDG David Jones presenting the Citation  
to PP Vince Pelperio at RC Campbelltown

 

      Rotaract across the district
 
The Salisbury City Rotaract Club held its belated  
changeover in August and elected Emily Kate Harman  
as the 8th President of the club. The club is already  
embarking on its latest project in support of STEPtember  
to help sufferers of cerebral palsy.  
The club has set a target of 10,000 steps per member  
every day in September to raise $5000 to purchase a  
wheelchair. Halfway through the month they had already exceeded their target so the future looks very 
exciting for their first project of the year. 

                                                                                        Adelaide University Rotaract has just held its signature 
                                                                                        event with the very successful 2021 Cultural Night which 
                                                                                        was a sell out with 350 in attendance including many  
                                                                                        Rotarians. This year the guests sampled dishes from  
                                                                                        13 different countries and enjoyed a multitude of cultural 
                                                                                        music, dancing and displays. The club’s fundraising project  
                                                                                        to help improve education outcomes in rural Zimbabwe
                                                                                        managed to raise over $14,000 from the night. 
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Thai stall women (won the best dressed stall for their Leelawadee 
Dumplings and their foodcarving)

Women from Sierra Leone stall with the shadow Minister 
for Multicultural Affairs Hon Zoe Bettison MP and shadow 
Assistant Minister for Multicultural Affairs Joe Szakacs MP



       Containers to Kurdistan
 
Through the support of Rotary Donations in Kind - Central Region (DIK), since 2016, we, Nena and Yousif  
Murad  RC Onkaparinga, with the support of Rotarians, family and friends have been able to help thousands 
of people in Kurdistan by sending eight containers packed with biomedical, non- biomedical, educational, 
toys and clothing; which have been distributed amongst nineteen cities and villages in Iraqi Kurdistan.  

Kurdistan is an ancient region that shares its boarders with Iraq, Syria, Iran and Turkey but yet to be  
recognised as independent country. Ongoing conflict with neighbouring countries has led to a lack of  
availability for simple but essential services and facilities for the community. 

It has been a thrill collaborating with DIK to support the wider Kurdish community. We have reached out and 
achieved great humanitarian outcomes to a broad range of services including but not limited to hospitals, 
child care centres, refugee camps, schools, sporting clubs, Tafe and universities. We have also managed  
to extend our support to non for profit and disability organisations in the last few years. 

The services to support the people of Kurdistan would not have been possible without the continuous  
support of the volunteers at DIK.
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       Rotaract across the district...... continued
 
Adelaide City Rotaract was the host club for RYLA last month.  
This is the first time a Rotaract club has taken on this role in  
D9510. One of the strategic priorities for Rotaract is personal  
development, and this role at RYLA has not only contributed  
to the leadership skill development of the participants but  
also provided the Rotaractors with organisational and  
personal development skills too. The club has also hosted  
a strategic planning workshop for its members in July.   

Adelaide City Rotaractors & RYLA Attendees

Kurdistan children with books donated by DIK

Kurdistan children with wheelchairs donated by DIK



       Rotary Club of Gawler Light    -  Celebrating diversity with Youth

   Newspaper article from
                  Gawler Bunyip
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      If you are an Afghan refugee where do you turn for help when you know nobody?   
A telephone call, conversation with a request for help, a suggestion, further telephone calls and a positive 
outcome was achieved. 

Welcome to the world of The Rotary Foundation with the motto – “Doing Good in the World”

Rotarians from the Rotary Clubs of Adelaide (Julie Johnson), Gawler Light (David Cockshell, Vicki De-Wit  
and Joan Tingey), Playford (Derek Burcham) Edwardstown (John Price) Onkaparinga (Yousif Murad),  
and Seaford (Ian Renshaw), were able to swing into action to assist the 89 Afghanistan’s who arrived  
on Wednesday morning (August 26) from war torn city of Kabul. In urgent need of clothing and toys for  
children, local Rotarians were able to call on Donations in Kind (DIK) to assist with these items.

To meet a tight schedule – David, who is also the Manager  
of DIK, with his team of Rotarians and friends  were able to  
select and pack the required items in need – clothes, bed  
sheets, pillow slips, towels, crockery, cutlery, drinking  
glasses, suitcase, food storage containers, soft toys etc.  
 
With the help of John and his trailer, were able to transport  
the items  to Treasure Boxes (Edwardstown) on Saturday  
and meet the closing time of 2pm. John even changed his  
Saturday plans to assist. 

Treasure Boxes (Edwardstown) is a volunteer organization  
which assists new international arrivals to Adelaide.  
It also assists babies, children, teens, parents or caregivers in South Australia who need help securing  
essential items of need.

Of the 89 Afghanistan’s who arrived from Kabul, some are Australian citizens and the others have been  
granted humanitarian visas (but not permanent residency).

Ian Renshaw 
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YOUR COMMUNITY

SUDOKU

Each number 
only appears 
once in each 
row, column 

and 3 x 3 box.

To solve a sudoku puzzle, fi ll the 
empty cells with the numbers 1 to 9

Solution No. 267

SUDOKU No.268

Each number 
only appears 
once in each 
row, column 

and 3 x 3 box.

Level of Diffi culty:

Very Hard

To solve a sudoku puzzle, fi ll the 
empty cells with the numbers 1 to 9 

1 6 3 8 2 
4 9 7 

5 4 
8 2 5 1 
6 2 

9 5 1 3 
9 4 

2 8 7 
4 7 1 3 2 

4 3 9 7 1 5 8 2 6 
8 1 6 2 3 9 5 4 7 
7 5 2 4 6 8 1 3 9 
5 8 4 9 7 1 3 6 2 
6 7 1 3 5 2 4 9 8 
9 2 3 8 4 6 7 5 1 
2 6 5 1 8 4 9 7 3 
3 4 8 6 9 7 2 1 5 
1 9 7 5 2 3 6 8 4 

To solve a Sudoku puzzle, each row, 
column, and 3 x 3 box must contain 
the numbers 1 to 9, exactly once.  
You can not have the same number 
appear more than once in any row,  
column or box.

Solution No. 67

 No. 68

Level of  
Difficulty:  
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2 6 5 1 8 4 9 7 3 
3 4 8 6 9 7 2 1 5 
1 9 7 5 2 3 6 8 4 
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column or box.
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No.641

Solution No. 640

LOOKING BACK

through the files of The Bunyip

150 YEARS AGO
FRIENDLY SOCIETIES ANNIVERSARY…A Committee 
meeting was held at the Gawler Arms on Thursday evening 
last, to arrange for the sports.
It was suggested to invite Mr Gale to make a balloon ascent 
from Gawler, and steps have been taken to make arrange-
ments with that gentleman
The programme has not yet been completed, but a good 
day’s sport is already provided, particulars of which will 
appear in our next.

100 YEARS AGO
RECREATION GROUND FOR WASLEYS…A much needed 
and long overdue want for the Wasleys district, a recreation 
ground, was successfully attained at a public meeting of 
residents, held in the Institute Hall on Monday evening. 
The gathering showed much enthusiasm, and the purchase 
was accompanied with remarkable expedition, ensuring for 
public use eight acres near to the railway.

50 YEARS AGO
AID RUSHED TO FLOOD VICTIMS…”You wouldn’t credit 
the way people hopped in to help, with cars, trailers, 
utilities, station sedans and trucks,” said Mr Ivan Brittain, 
who was flooded out of his home in Eighth Street, Gawler, 
in Sunday’s floods.
Eight houses in Eighth Street were evacuated on Sunday 
afternoon, but three of them were already flooded before 
rescue operations could start.
Mr Brittain said residents of Eighth Street were preparing a 
petition, to be presented to Parliament.

OUTRAGE OVER EVENT CLASH…Gawler’s biggest event, 
the Gawler Show, is on a collision course with the Barossa 
Classic Gourmet which will be held on the same weekend 
from 1997.
The Classic Gourmet will move a week forward to the 
fourth weekend in August to enable winemakers to return 
from the prestigious Melbourne Wine Show where the 
Jimmy Watson Trophy is presented.
The change was detailed in this year’s gourmet weekend 
brochure and it came to the attention of show officials last 
month. Gawler town leader-s have predicted the clash will 
cause chaotic scenes in Murray Street, accommodation 
shortages and a downturn in patronage at the show.

25 YEARS AGO

10 YEARS AGO
A JOURNEY TO 
REMEMBER…This year’s 
Variety Bash has been 
hailed a success, raising a 
total of $1.4 million for the 
children’s charity Variety.
Nearly $35,000 was raised 
alone by Gawler’s three 
participating vehicles – car 
23 ‘A Bug’s Life’, car 500, 
and car 75 ‘The Delorean’.
After eight days on the road, covering a total of 2633 
kilometres, 300 people in more than 100 vehicles crossed 
the finish line in Hahndorf this month, having left Hyde 
Park a week earlier on a journey that took them through 
some of South Australia’s most iconic destinations, such as 
Peterborough, Leigh Creek and Innamincka. 

NOW AND 
THENROSEWORTHY HALL  

- 1985
The hall was built in1935 
and opened on the 26th 

October that year. It 
replaced the previous hall 
that had been located in a 

vacated church.
To provide more 

information about this 
photograph,  

contact Stan (8523 0158)  
or email gawlerhistory@

yahoo.com.au
And, remember, don’t throw 

out your old photographs,  
they may be appropriate 

for the gawlerhistory.com 
website.

SCHOOL’S IN

Trinity College 
South
YEAR 9 students Emma 
Henkel and James Skelton 
both won silver medals in 
the Athletics SA State Cross 
Country Championships.

Running four kilometres 
in 15:22 minutes, Emma was 
only three seconds behind 
the gold medallist in the un-
der-16 girls event. Emma 
had previously won the sil-
ver medal at the SSSA State 
Championships in June. 

James was just four sec-
onds behind the gold medal 
in his under-16 boys four-ki-
lometre run, which he fin-
ished in 13:53 minutes. He 
came seventh at the SSSA 
State Championships in June 
with a time of 14:32minutes.

Xavier College 
Two Wells
ON August 18, students 
from years 3 to 6 trav-
elled to the East Parklands 
to compete against other 
schools in the SACPSSA 

Cross Country Carnival. 
Year 6 students Reach Kim 
and Jasmine Molloy said 
their experience was “fun 
and challenging because they 
had to run up a lot of hills and 
through creeks”. 

Students competed really 
well and showed true sports-
manship as they encouraged and 
supported all competitors across 
the line throughout the day.

Hamley Bridge 
Primary School
DURING their “friendly 
schools” lesson, students in 
room five have been look-
ing at self-identity and how 
they can use it to decide 
whether a friendship group 
is healthy or unhealthy.

During Book Week, stu-
dents re-created book cov-
ers, including images and 
pictures of things that make 
them individuals.

They completed a lesson on 
healthy and unhealthy friend-
ship groups and looked at 
different people we can trust. 
They were able to complete 
trust walks out in the yard.

AT Rosedale/Sandy Creek 
branch of Women in Agricul-
ture and Business’s August 
meeting, members welcomed 
regional co-ordinator  Yvonne 
Correll from Kadina, who 
brought news of the recent state 
gathering at Naracoorte. 

Also a representative from 
Guide Dogs Australia, which was 
the branch’s the project for 2020-
21, was presented with a cheque 
for $4000.

The speaker for the after-
noon was Kathy Whitta from 
the Gawler Environment Centre, 
who explained one of the popular 
incentives set up by the centre, 
Gawler Repair Cafe. 

This is a not-for-profit free 
service where anyone can take 
smaller broken household items 
for repair by skilled volunteers. 
Repairs available include sewing/
mending, small appliances, gen-
eral/mechanical/woodwork and 
bicycles.

In this throwaway society, 
the group aims to try to reduce 
re-mendable goods ending up in 
landfill. 

The cafe in the Evanston Gar-
dens Library building is open on 

Saturday morning from 9.30am 
to 12.30pm every other month, 
with the next date on Saturday, 
October 16.

Appointments must be made 
by contacting co-ordinator Kathy 
on 0413 694 477.

Kathy was thanked for the 
most informative talk and several 
members were very interested in 
using this service.

Birthday greetings were ex-
tended to Cynthia Semmler and 
Pauline Davids and a raffle was 
won by Margaret, a guest from 
Darwin.

Competitions resulted in Flow-
er  -  first Cynthia Semmler,  sec-
ond Hilda Lange and third Jan 
Gregson;  novelty  -  first Cynthia 
Semmler,  second Hilda Lange 
and third Jan Cummings.

The next meeting will be on 
Wednesday, September 8 in 
Gawler Sport and Community 
Centre, Nixon Terrace, Gawler, 
at 1.30pm. Visitors are welcome.

Glen Venning will talk on the 
Williamstown Men’s Group.

For further information, please 
contact Jan 8522 3419 or Claire 
8524 8545. Strict COVID-19 
regulations must be adhered to.

CULTURAL diversity is an important 
part of Australian life, says the Rotary 
Club of Gawler Light.

It becomes important in places such as 
our universities, which cater for a large 
number of students of diverse back-
grounds seeking higher education.

These students join organisations such 
as the Adelaide University Rotaract Club, 
whose membership reflects that diversity. 

Each year since 2017, the club has host-
ed a cultural night, growing to become 
South Australia’s largest youth-led mul-
ticultural festival and raising more than 
$13,400 for local and international char-
ities over the past five years.

Lenard Sciancalepore from the Rota-
ract club visited Gawler Light Rotary to 
tell members about Cultural Night 2021, 
to be held on Saturday, September 18 and 
to share some of the highlights of the past 
five years.

The event is held on the UN Interna-
tional Day of Peace and showcases the 
cultural diversity of its members and 
sponsors.

This year, 31 cultures are represented, 
along with six cultural performances and 
27 cuisines to experience.

Lenard said he had seen the event 
bridge gaps in local communities, with 
younger adults learning about their own 
cultures from their elders and sharing it 
with the wider community. Some of the 
charities benefiting from the fundraising 
have been the Roma World United Fund, 
Kurdistan Save the Children Fund, the 
Children’s Welfare Organisation of Ne-
pal and the Zahra Foundation.

Last year the event funded uniforms 
and books for a Kurdish School in Oman, 
their achievements headlining on Omani 
television.

This year it will contribute funds to-
wards No Barriers Education Founda-
tion, an SA-based foundation supporting 
young children and adults in the state and 
in Zimbabwe.

The Rotaract club looks forward to 
having another successful event this year.

If you are interested in attending, vis-
it www.auu.org.au/ents/eventlist/events/ 
and book an experience.

Continue to follow the Rotary Club of 
Gawler’s progress through this year. If 
you like what the club does, visit when it 
meets at the Gawler Arms each Tuesday 
at 7.30pm or visit www.gawlerlightrota-
ry.org

Celebrating diversity with youth

WAB’s $4000 to Guide Dogs

Rotary Club of Gawler past oresident Dick 
Milner and Adelaide University Rotaract Club’s 
Lenard Sciancalepore. PHOTO: Supplied
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       PNG Midwives gain a container of essential supplies from RC Morialta 
In recent weeks, RC Morialta, with assistance of Rotary Donations in Kind and Adelaide University  
Rotaract collected and packed the equipment into a 40-foot shipping container. This initiative was in  
addition to the Clubs’ PNG Midwifery Buddy Leadership project and at the request of midwifery leaders 
within PNG Midwives Society who provided a detailed lists of items needed. Many of the items were  
available from DIK and other items were donated by S.A. midwives and medical professionals. In great  
community spirit, Rotarians, family and friends in Adelaide knitted baby clothes and beanies and sewed 
baby blankets. Some of the items such as digital thermometers and stethoscopes were purchased by  
the Club. The result is that many hundreds of thousands of dollars’ worth of equipment and supplies,  
at replacement value, has been matched to actual needs.

An additional challenge was the skyrocketing shipping costs and exorbitant demurrage charges if there  
was any   delay in unpacking the container in PNG. We were advised to purchase a “last use” 40-foot  
container which could be delivered to the hospital and provide safe storage while they sort and allocate  
the equipment within the hospital. Our partner club for this project, RC Port Moresby, arranged customs 
clearance and in consultation with the PNG Midwives, will donate the container to a worthy cause  
afterwards.

Shipping prices are skyrocketing due to COVID disruptions. DIK were able to negotiate a reasonable price  
for purchasing the container and shipping to Port Moresby. Our total cost, including the container, is  
approximately $16000. Funding, in addition to our District and Global Grants, for this initiative and the PNG 
project, has been very much assisted with donations from individuals, other Rotary clubs and the Women  
in Rotary, International Women’s Day breakfast event.

Jennifer Pyakalyia, President of the PNG Midwives Society wrote, ’You and your team is such a team which 
is very much appreciated by all. God will continue to bless you all’.

                                         In a message from Jane Menke, one of our Australian PNG Project buddies seconded
                                         by the Australian Government said, ‘There is still much to do in PNG as you know – 
                                         but there are amazing PNG midwives there doing fabulous work in the most  
                                         challenging circumstances – I am humbled by just walking beside then for this little 
                                         time I was privileged to be there’.

Judi Brown and Peter Mayer
                                       

Packing container at  
Donations in Kind



Page 10

           Wheels are back in Motion
 
The learner driver program Wheels in Motion provided by the RC Gawler Light is back on the road after  
its damaged car was repaired.  
 
The vehicle, which is housed at Café Nova, was the subject of malicious  
vandalism in August when perpetrators smashed its front and rear windows. The bonnet, roof and side 
doors were also damaged as well as the touchscreen centre console inside the vehicle. Two local 18 year 
olds were arrested over the incident.

    Brendan Simpkins Gawler Bunyip
               

           Introducing the Rotary Adelaide Centenary logo
 
 

  
Rotary Adelaide and therefore Rotary in South Australia turns 100 in 1 year and 10 months’ time.  

To build awareness of this important milestone, Rotary Adelaide will be using the Rotary 100 years logo that 
has been approved by Rotary International for the R100 Downunder centenary during 2021.   

It has already been used by Rotary Clubs in Melbourne, Sydney, Wellington and Auckland to celebrate their 
centenaries. 

Leading up to our centenary there will be several celebratory events and projects at both Club and District 
level that will be identified with this logo. 

For more information about plans for the Rotary Adelaide centenary you can contact Heidi Unferdorben, 
Chair Rotary Adelaide Centenary Committee on secretary@adelaiderotary.com.au 
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at Immanuel Gawler 
• Learning is Inquiry based  • Learning is Individualised

• Learning develops Independence  • Learning is based in a supportive Christian environment 
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Still enrolling for 2022, and beyond
Call us to book an appointment time to fi nd out more. 

POP-up clinics in the northern suburbs 
will be rolled out this month in a bid 
to increase access to COVID-19 vac-
cinations.

An additional 2500 appointments will 
also be made available at the Playford 
vaccination hub in the Playford Civic 
Centre  in September as South Australia 
receives greater access to vaccine supply.

The state has been provided with an ad-
ditional 50,000 Pfizer vaccine doses.

In addition to the pop-up clinics, mo-
bile vaccinations units will also be run 
from the Playford hub, which began op-
eration on May 31.

Premier Steven Marshall said last 
Thursday that the move would allow for 
more doses to “reach out into communi-
ties, including culturally and linguistical-
ly diverse communities and vulnerable 
members of our community”.

Similar pop-up clinics were established 
in Adelaide’s southern suburbs in June.

Pop-up clinics  to 
boost vaccinations

JACK HUDSON

PLAYFORD Council has vot-
ed against holding its annual 
Christmas Carols event for the 
second year in a row because of 
growing uncertainty surround-
ing COVID-19.

Instead of the annual event at 
Fremont Park, Elizabeth, council 
will investigate putting Christ-
mas installations, such as ban-
ners, pop-up trees and light pro-

jections, worth about $27,000, 
around the Playford area.

Both the Australia Day and 
Anzac Day events will receive a 
further $61,000 of council’s car-
ols budget to help with their tra-
ditional formats.

At council’s ordinary council 
meeting last week, Cr Gay Small-
wood-Smith said the decision to 
again cancel the carols was a re-

gretful one, but one that needed 
to be made.

“It was not an easy decision to 
make to not have the carols this 
year, but with the COVID-19 
climate, nobody has any idea of 
what is ahead of us,” she said.

“With only a few months ahead 
of us for planning and COVID 
management planning, it was 
thought we would not hold the 

carols this year, but put more 
money into hosting a fantastic 
Australia Day and the Anzac 
Day.

“It’s quite sad, but there are 
some opportunities for banners to 
go up and some street activity, so 
not all is lost.”

Cr Dennis Ryan echoed Cr 
Smallwood-Smith’s sentiments.

“We look at the environment 
we’re in at the moment, it’s better 
to do it early and cancel,” he said.
More Playford news, PAGE 23

Playford cancels Christmas carols

Tooley delivers final broadside
BRENDAN SIMPKINS

FORMER Gawler Councillor Ian Tooley 
has delivered a final parting shot, address-
ing the chamber at last week’s council 
meeting. 

It came one month after Mr Tooley re-
signed from his position as an elected mem-
ber and after his letter of resignation was kept 
private by chief executive Henry Inat based 
on legal advice.

The vacancy left in the chamber following 
Mr Tooley’s resignation was on the agenda to 
be discussed that night.

He opted to take advantage of council’s 
public open forum, choosing to outline the 
reasons behind his resignation.

Using the bulk of his allocated five min-
utes, Mr Tooley was scathing in his criticisms 
of council.

He said he experienced “discrimination, 
physical intimidation and abuse of power” at 
the March 23 council meeting that led to his 
extended leave of absence.

During that meeting, Mr Tooley ap-
proached council’s minute taker to query if 

his attendance was listed on the minutes but 
was instructed to return to his seat by Mayor 
Karen Redman.

Earlier, Cr Kelvin Goldstone had also ap-
proached and had a discussion with the min-
ute taker without repercussion.

Mr Tooley said he felt “physically threat-
ened” after Mr Inat approached him to escort 
Mr Tooley back to his seat.

“In that moment, I felt physically threat-
ened and (I) wondered ‘is (Mr Inat) going to 
grab me’?” he said.

Mr Tooley had taken 16 weeks of leave 
before resigning, and he alleged neither Ms 
Redman nor Mr Inat had reached out to check 
on his welfare during that period.

“All I asked of Mayor Redman and CEO 
Inat in my email was a guarantee of…my 
safety in the chamber from physical intimida-
tion and that I be treated as an equal and free 
from discrimination so that I could return…
and safely re-enter the chamber,” he said.

“Mayor Redman and CEO Inat refused to 
even respond to my plea.”

Elected members were provided with a re-
port by council’s governance team leader Kate 

Leighton that noted a supplementary election 
was not needed  because council would not be 
filling Mr Tooley’s vacancy. 

Originally a noting report, Cr Cody Davies 
moved to include an acknowledgement of 
thanks to Mr Tooley for his contributions.

However, Cr Paul Koch did not support the 
motion, making note of his treatment by Mr 
Tooley in the chamber.

“I think I have said enough in this chamber 
about how I have been treated by Mr Tooley 
over the last six or seven years; it has been 
relentless,” he said.

“The community know how (Mr) Tooley 
has behaved in this chamber and to certain 
elected members, certain staff and senior 
leadership.”

Elected members Nathan Shanks, Jim Val-
lelonga and Davies paid tribute to Mr Tool-
ey for his time on council, highlighting his 
work ethic and commitment to the role and 
the Gawler community.

But Cr Shanks said it was “frustrating” 
that tension in the chamber had risen to the 
point where an elected member had chosen 
to resign.
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Tooley resigns, no election to fill vacancy

BRENDAN SIMPKINS

YOUNG learner drivers in Gawler have 
been left in the lurch following a heartless 
vandalism attack.

The Wheels in Motion program has been 
put on hold following damage caused to the 
learner vehicle last Tuesday night.

The vehicle’s front and rear windows were 
significantly damaged, with the rear window 
smashed entirely, as well as the car’s bonnet, 
roof and side doors.

Entry was also gained to the vehicle and 
the perpetrators smashed the vehicle’s touch-
screen centre console. 

David Weatherly, who is involved in the 
program through the Rotary Club of Gawler 
Light, said it was likely the car would be writ-
ten off because of the damage.

Mr Weatherly said he was “frustrated” with 
the callous act.

“Frustrated that people can do this to oth-
ers…you know it happens but you hope it 

doesn’t happen to you,” he said. “To actual-
ly have it happen where you are trying to do 
something for the young people around the 
Gawler and Light area. 

“It’s that frustration that you can’t continue 
to help them for a period of time, and disap-
pointment in that you lose a little bit of faith 
in human nature.

“But we will pick it up and work out what 
we can do to get it back as quickly as we can.”

The Rotary club helped establish the pro-
gram in 2018.

It assists people aged between 16 and 25 
who are disadvantaged and do not have ac-
cess to a car or a licensed, supervising driver.

The program aims to boost job prospects 
and further educational opportunities for 
youths in Gawler and surrounding areas by 
helping them reach the required 75 hours of 
driving needed to obtain a provisional licence.

More than 70 drivers have gone on to ob-
tain their licence through Wheels in Motion 
since the program was established.

Mr Weatherly said there were six participants 

in the program who had under six hours of driv-
ing left before they could get their P plates.

The program was just about to resume after 
a temporary pause due to lockdown.

With the Gawler rail line still closed due to 
electrification work, Mr Weatherly said hav-
ing a driver’s licence was essential for young 
people to move around.

 “The major concern is the delay it causes 
for these young people,” he said.

“They get in a routine of being able (to 
drive) and they’ve just come out of lockdown 
and they were about to start putting hours 
in…this pushes it back, this gets them back 
to before the program was even established.”

Mr Weatherly expected to know this week 
if the car was a write-off and how the program 
could proceed.

Earlier this year, Wheels in Motion was named 
Gawler’s Community Group of the Year through 
Gawler Council’s Australia Day awards.

Updates on the status of the program can be 
found on the Wheels in Motion Gawler Face-
book page.

Heartless 
act stalls 
learners’ 
vehicle

The Wheels in Motion program has been suspended after the program’s learner car was badly damaged last week.  PHOTOS: Supplied

DIVISIVE councillor Ian Tool-
ey has sensationally quit Gawler 
Council after becoming “totally 
disillusioned” with the chamber.

Mr Tooley has been missing 
in the chamber since April, twice 
granted leave of absences in that 
timeframe. 

Council chief executive Henry 
Inat informed elected members of 
Mr Tooley’s resignation at coun-
cil’s ordinary meeting last Tues-
day.

However, Mr Tooley’s letter of 
resignation was not presented to 
members on the basis of legal ad-
vice council had received.

Mr Inat told members “it was not 
appropriate” to present the letter 
given its contents.

“It contains information and 

commentary that would not be ap-
propriate to be circulated, again 
that’s based on legal advice,” he 
said.

But speaking to The Bunyip, Mr 
Tooley said he had become disil-
lusioned with council and that his 
only option was to resign with 18 
months left in his term.

Mr Tooley said he no longer felt 
“safe” or “able to his job” follow-
ing the March 23 council meeting.

“I am disillusioned, I cannot see 
a way forward,” he said.

“…because this administration 
and this council is so toxic, I guess 

in the four months (of leave) I have 
realised it’s just not going to go 
anywhere.”

The other major factor that con-
tributed to Mr Tooley’s resignation 
was an incident last year in which 
he was not granted leave to isolate 
at the onset of the COVID-19 pan-
demic becaue of his wife being im-
muno-compromised and spending 
two weeks in intensive care with 
acute pneumonia, sepsis and organ 
failure.

Having already missed two 
meetings in the lead-up to the April 
2020 meeting, Mr Tooley faced be-
ing removed from his position due 
to missing three meetings in a row 
without leave.

Mr Tooley said he was unsure if 
he or his wife could ever get over 

that incident. The Bunyip contacted 
Mr Inat regarding the vacancy on 
council that Mr Tooley’s resigna-
tion has left.

Asked if a supplementary elec-
tion would be held, Mr Inat said 
that council was not required to 
do so under the Local Government 
(Elections) Act 1999.

Part six of the Act refers to sup-
plementary elections and states that 
such an election will not be held if 
the vacancy is for an office other 
than the mayor, the council is not 
divided into wards and there is no 
other vacancy in the office.

Council also has a supplementa-
ry election policy that states it does 
not have to hold an election for the 
same reasons as stated in the Act.

A report is expected to be on 

the agenda at this month’s council 
meeting that will advise of the next 
steps following the resignation. 

The Bunyip has obtained a copy 
of Mr Tooley’s letter of resigna-
tion.

Addressed to the Gawler com-
munity and the chamber, Mr Tool-
ey said it was “a privilege” to serve 
the community.

Mr Tooley served seven years on 
council after being elected in 2014. 

Among his highlights, he includ-
ed helping residents in Eckerman 
Avenue in getting the Gawler East 
Link Road redirected and push-
ing council to become the first in 
South Australia to declare a cli-
mate emergency.

brendan.simpkins@bunyippress.com.au
Brendan Simpkins

       @RealSimpkins

...because this administration and this council is so toxic, I guess in the four 
months (of leave) I have realised it’s just not going to go anywhere.

The Bunyip, 4/8/2021

BRENDAN SIMPKINS

GAWLER’S Wheels in Motion 
is set to resume on Sunday after 
the vehicle was deemed repair-
able.

The vehicle was the target of a 
brazen vandalism attack in July, 
in which damafe was done to its 
windows, bonnet, doors and cen-
tre console.

Following the attack, it was 
feared the program would be sus-
pended for an extended period if 
the vehicle was unable to be re-
paired.

There was light at the end of 
the tunnel, however, with pro-
gram sponsor Peter Kittle Toyota 
deeming the car repairable.

Peter Kittle’s collision repair 
team was able to restore the ve-
hicle to almost its original con-
dition, and the Wheels in Motion 
team picked up and brought it 
home last Tuesday afternoon.

Project co-ordinator David 
Weatherley extended his thanks 

to the Peter Kittle team and to the 
RAA who helped with fasttrack-
ing the process.

The attack drew widespread 
condemnation from the Gawler 
community and afar, with a num-
ber reaching out to the program.

Mr Weatherly said the com-

munity support was appreciated. 
“Many thanks to all those who 
have contacted us over the past 
few weeks,” he said,

“Your words of encourage-
ment and support are truly appre-
ciated.”

A forum is being planned for a 

future date that will advise how 
more of Gawler’s youth demo-
graphic can access the program.

Details will be provided at a 
later date, but those interested 
can keep an eye on the Wheels in 
Motion Facebook page for more 
information.

Back on the road for learner driver program

Wheels in Motion program co-ordinator David Weatherley with the 
team from Peter Kittle Toyota after picking up the repaired vehicle last 

week.  PHOTO: Supplied



   Rotarian Valerie Browning AM - helping local AFAR people after the conflict

 
Australian nurse Valerie Browning has lived among the Afar  
nomads for more than 31 years and has worked tirelessly to  
improve their lives. The Afar region is one of the poorest places 
on earth where temperatures regularly hit 50 degrees and one in 
three children die before the age of five. 
 
The United Nations called for the opening of critical aid routes  
in Ethiopia’s war-torn Tigray, warning that the region – already 
threatened with famine – risked running out of food supplies.

Access into the northern AFAR region was cut off and the only 
available route for aid delivery was made inaccessible following  
an attack on a World Food Programme convoy.

As the conflict has now ceased, Valerie and her team from the 
Afar Pastoral Development Association (APDA) have conducted an 
extensive assessment of desperate emergency needs from Digdiga 
in Teeru to Gaali Koma and surrounds in Guulina to Yallo town to 
Kalwaan, Awra and on to Hidda in Awra and Alaale Subla in Uwwa.

The report established the immediate situation for displaced people returning to their homes and to  
understand to what extent people in Zone 4 can receive the services of health, education and town water.
   here is a link to the full report:  https://rotaryeclub.org.au/afar-assessment-after-the-conflict/  

As a member of the eClub D9510online, Valerie is well known to many Rotarians in this District, being a 
guest speaker at a number of District Conferences etc. This recent report has shocked may Rotarians,  
as it provides a window to define the immediate needs setting a priority that people can recover with  
dignity resuming the lifestyle they had.

Valerie has been described by Channel 9’s  60 Minutes documentary as “one of our unsung national  
treasures” and dubbed the ‘Desert Angle’.   
           See the doco on this link:  https://rotaryeclub.org.au/afar-valerie-browning/
 
An extract from her report;   FOOD: This is utterly a desperate need. In Yallo, every single possibility of food 
was raided and taken, even the town goats – not a goat remains. The greatest outcry is for food:
 
The Rotary Club of Adelaide Central and the Rotary eClub D9510online transferred available funds to  
Valerie’s organisation last week, which will be used to purchase food for families and undernourished  
children. We are asking for more help to raise funds for the AFAR people and thank you in advance for  
your contributions. 

Donations can be made directly to the eClubs account;
 
Bendigo Bank:     Rotary E-Club D9510online, Australia
BSB: 633-000
Account No: 156 707 358
(please mark reference – AFAR + your Club Name)

Graham Fussen
eClub Past President/Treasurer         M: 0412 694 461        E: grahamfussen@bigpond.com
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     The Santos Science Experience
 
 16-18th November at University of SA.   
 
Applications close 20th October.
 
        www.scienceexperience.com.au 

 

Rotarians Against Malaria  
This is important because over 405,000 people worldwide 
still die every year from Malaria and over two billion 
people are affected.  
 
The Conference showcases progress with the elimination  
of Malaria, the development of vaccines, treatment,  
and mosquito control.  
 
Guest speakers include Ms Inês Maria De Almeida, the  
Timor Leste Ambassador to Australia, and a Malaria  
expert from the Menzies Institute, Darwin.  
 
Due to Covid 19, the Conference will take place via zoom.
Registration is $50.00.
 
The booking url link is:   
ram.rawcs.com.au/21conference. 

Dates and times-  
Saturday November 13th-10am-12pm.  
Sunday, November 14th-10am-12.30pm.  
Eastern Daylight Saving Time.. 

If you have any questions,  
please do not hesitate to contact me.

Kerre Ann Willsher, PhD,
Rotarians Against Malaria,  Rotary District 9510,
Mobile:  0427 393 602 

Learn  about careers in science and technology

Hear  leaders in science, technology and engineering

Perform 

interesting 

experiments 

in a university 

laboratory
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A nationwide STEM outreach program 
for year 9 and 10 students in 2021

Enjoy 3 or 4 days in which you will be 
introduced to some of the wonders of 
science and technology

Further information and application forms are available from:

www.scienceexperience.com.au
Early application is advised as we have only limited places available in all programs
The Santos Science Experience, PO Box 158, Monbulk Vic 3793. Ph: 03 9756 7534.

Located at campuses nationally.  
Cost is $190 (inc GST) for 3 days and $260 for 4 days.
Programs are non-selective.
Sponsorship may be available through Rotary  
or the National Office.

ram.rawcs.com.au/2021conference
https://www.scienceexperience.com.au/
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ROTARY 
TWILIGHT 
SAIL 
 
 
 

SATURDAY 27 NOVEMBER 2021  
 
Book at ticket for a social night out and meet 
some of the trainees from the recent Rotary 
Youth Voyage 
 
Cost: $120pp 
Includes: Starter, Grazing Box & Sweet, Tea & 
Coffee, Soft Drinks 
 
Bar Service available: beverages sold separately. 
Credit card payments only 
 
Location: One and All, Dock 2 Honey Street 
Port Adelaide 
Departs: 6.30pm 
Return: 9.30pm 
 
 
 

Hit the link to  

BOOK NOW

 
 
 

https://oneandallship.com.au/



