Mercy Ships: key points from the presentation (10/11/26)
1. The need is enormous. Five billion people worldwide lack access to safe, timely and affordable surgery. Treatable conditions can instead mean years of pain, isolation and lost opportunities.
1. Mercy Ships brings surgery within reach. Through its hospital ships, Mercy Ships provides free specialist surgery and care to people in Africa who would otherwise go without.
1. The impact goes beyond the operation. Lucy’s story showed how surgery can restore dignity, confidence and possibility, with benefits flowing through a patient’s family and community.
1. Volunteers make this work possible. People from around the world contribute their time and professional skills, covering their own travel and personal expenses to serve on board. The ships need many different skills, beyond medical roles.
1. Lasting change matters. Alongside surgery, Mercy Ships trains and mentors local healthcare workers and supports projects that strengthen healthcare capacity long after a ship leaves.
1. Rotary can turn generosity into practical outcomes. Clubs can choose a costed project, champion it together towards a clear funding goal, and connect Mercy Ships with donors, trusts and partners. The project catalogue provides a starting point for these conversations.

