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Overview

* Why is Public Relations Important to Clubs
* Your Public Relations Function
* Using Traditional vs. New Media

* Taking Your Public Relations Function Forward




Disclaimer

e [ am not a Public Relations Professional

* BUT

e Rotary of Barbados South has greatly improved its
public relations function over the last 30 months

« Sharing from that experience!




A 3D rondition of the
pmpnudpliuround ia:lllty

The Retary Club of Barbados South has
embarked on an $850,000 project to create
the first barrier-free recreational facility in
the island,

President of the club, Katrina Sam-
Prescod said the project was intended
to remove some of the barriers for the
disabled community which was continually
marginalised, especially for the children who
would benefit from the interaction with other
able-bodied persans.

The project, called Inclusive Play, she

explained would be an enclosed facility, and
include a half-sized basketball court, a sensery
room with light and sound stimulation, a
soft-padded room, multi-purpose rooms and
several other specially designed areas. There
will also be a plyground designed by the
international firm, Boundless Playgrounds to
incorporate play by both disabled and able-
bodied children.

Sam said one of the largest undertakings
for the project would be the acquisition
or earmarking of the land, adding that they

were hoping to enter an arrangement with
Government te perhaps lease a lot near the
Wildey Gymrasium.

To raise some of the much needed funds,
the president said they would be seeking
corporate sponsorship as well as ¢ ity

Playground for disabled IQIIIII:I'.

52 to the cause by selecting specally designed
“Inclusive Play" donatien cards at the
checkout counters, which will then be added
to their grecery/shopping bill tally.

“I thank all of our retail partners for their
kind in faciliating this process and

support, and already they have organised a

fund-rsicing driva

we implore Barbadians at their next visit ta
thaea ernrac fa ciinnart thic Fanes by addine

10 » Wednesday July 7, 2010
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Facility for dnsabled chﬂdren in the works

By Erica Lazare

WITH over 12 000 dis-
abled persons living
in Barbados, the
Rotary Club of
Barbados South has
decided to greaily
contribute to the com-
munity by creating a
$750 000 reorcationel
faeility where ohil.
dren with disabilities
ran “develop essentinl
skills for life”.

Kairina Sam-Fresced,
Meesident of the Rotary
Mub of Barbados Scuth
—whe achieved a monu-
mental feat as the first
fernale to ke appointed to
the highest office of a
Rotary club in Barbedus
= !liL!d har desice for a

= at tho annual in-
stallation dinner at the
Azul restaurant, Sea
Bruee Holel, recently.

A W m v v

“It ix imperative that
we become a society that
truly embraces its peo-
plz of all abilities. The
club will engzge experts
in all areas, every
Ratarian nn this island.
civic-minded Barbadian
and organisation to work
with us on this project.”

Hew debemminotive s
already borne fruit, as
contact has been made
with a Ratary Club in
Connecticut that has
embarked oo a similas
initiative and the
Barbadion cntity has
been able to drav on
their experiences.

On completion, the
Wildey Gvmnasioam
Cowples slructure wll
he the first such of ite
kind on the island and,
aceording to Sam-
Proeead, will ha roalized
through a close relation=
ship with various agen-
cies and members of Lhe

President of the Ratary Club of Barbades South,
Katrina Sam-Prescod (right) recoives hor Presidont's

pin from Distrizt Governor, Amthony Wi

digabled community.
However, she revealed
that the initizl vision

athins.
features an indoor recre-

ational Facility with sen-
sury =nd packled reoms

and @n entiraly accessi-
ble playgrownd built to
intermatisnally aceepted
standards.

Undar theme
‘Hridging Gaps,
ChanFng Duteomes for
the upcuming year of her
reign, the new president
encouraged her mem-
bors o pub in il clfoct
needed to arhicve hor
gozl, stating, “Now is the
time to transform .\‘ﬂlll'
affection for this club
inte ackion,”

“During the next few
months, you will be
azked to eontribute your
time, talent and treas-
ure. Your (rvestment of
the club e this eriteal

the

juncture, will acknowl-
edze the organisation’s
stature and enduring
walue as we seek to bring
the club to new levels of
digtinetion and sorviec”
shasaid.

During the course of
the evening, honorary
Hetariana Peter Boos
cund profizscor Si Hilary
Hacklos, ware roecgnisec
and presented with club
pins for their extensive
community serviee over
Lhe vears, while Dr
Carol 81, John and Dr
Derothy Cacke Jobnzor
were inducted as Paul
Harris fiellows for their
work with HIVIAIDS
and Cancer respectively

Strict regulations
needed for
agricultural

industry

ryw
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Cross Roads Programme to be launched

By Patricia Thangaraj

A CROSS ROADS Programme that
would help vagrants and homeless
people get off the streets will be
launched next month.

This iz according to Viee Chairman of the
Barbadoe Vagrants and Homeless Society
(BVHS), Dwight Auguste, who said that
these programmes would teach vagrants
and homeless people marketable skills so
that they can seek employment onee they
complete the programme.

He was speaking to the Barbados
Advocate after a presentation of six beds
— two of which were donated by
SlumberRest Sleep Products (Barbadoes)
Limited — a stove, a television and some
household items by the Rotary Club of
Barbados South at that club's weckly

The BVHS would open an account for
each person involved in the Cross Roads
Programme, where the BVIS would de-
posit the stipend that each vagrant and
homeless person earns in lugher own ac-
count.

Recognising that keeping up appear-
anees is alsn ezeential, the BVHS will also
co-ordinate with Barry Wilkinson's Line
and Length Barber Shop to get haircuts for
these participants. They also plan on con-
sulting with the Queen Elizabeth Hospital
(QEH) to get medical check ups for these
participants az well as dentistz 2o that the
participants can get their teeth cleaned,
said Auguste.

Before entering the programme, partie-
ipants have to go through a sixteen-page
assessment where BVHS would find out
everything from their names and ages to

{unchean at the Accra Beach Hotel and R N LI | their sovial, medical, career. ethnie, reli-
Spa vesterday, President of the Rotary Club of Barbados South, Katrina Sam-Prescod (right) gious and criminal backgrounds.

He said that one of these programmesisz  presents the television and the household items that their organisation donated Auguste said that this background infor-
afarming programme, whichwould berun - to Chairman of the Barbados Vagrants and Homeless Sociaty (BVHS), Kamar mation 8 necessary because they need to
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Breaking new ground
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Youth volunteerism is very important to society

PRESIDENT of the
Rotaract Club of South
Barbados Karen Perch
believes that youth vol-
unteerism is important
in today's society.

Perch was speaking
with the Barbados
Advocate at the church
service to begin the
Rotaract week of activi-
ties held yesterday at the
Bethel Meihodisi
Chureh, Bay Street, St.
Michael.

She said that the club
though relatively new
since charted on January
13 of this vear will be
pushing more service
projects in the commu-
nity.

“Some of the initiatives
we are looking at in

terms of volunteerism in-
clude the Easter kite fly-
ing compelition to bring
back Barbadian tradi-
tions. Quite often young
people are more con-
sumed with technology
s0 we want to address
that.

“We are also trying to
partner with another
Rotaract club to have
service projects not only
to benefit Barbados but
other regions,” said

erch.

She said the week of
activities which end on
March 13 will include a
lecture on Wedneaday
evening on ‘Valunteerism
in the 21st Century’, a
feeding campaign, a do-
nation to a children's

home in collaboration
with the Rotaract Club
of Dubai and a hike.

“The club is also about
building members and
helping them in their
professional eapabilitics.
That is an area we are
trying to put a lot of our
effort into because we
want to be able not only
to contribute to the over-
all care of the society, we
want to be able to give
back and contribute in
professional aspects as
well,”

President of the Rotary
Club of Barbadoes South
Katrina Sam-Prescod
said the youth arm,
Rotaract is very key Lo
Rotary and to the work
with the youth

i
i ‘j‘

(From left) President of the Rotaract Club of South Barbados Karen
Perch and President of the Rotary Club of Barbados South Katrina Sam-Prescod.
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Rotary Club celebrates
its 25th Anniversary

THE Rotary Club of Barbados
South celebrated its 25th
Anniversary by remembering the
past and looking to the future.

At the event held at Ilaro Court on
Saturday night, charter members and
past presidents were remembered and
the future, the Rotaract Club of
Barbados South was established.

President of the Rotary Club of
Barbados South Katrina Sam-Prescod

that he is the son of the late past presi-
dent Jack Robinson who was the club's
president on July 1, 1986. Robinson said
his father enjoyed and had pride in the
Rotary Club of Barbados South.

While honouring the past presidents,
Sam-Prescod said that club will con-
tinue to focus on healthy living projects
such as diabetes and return fellowship
among members as the hallmark of the
club.

mm -~ a e ~oa ' I' ‘
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Taking Stock

* How many Clubs have a designated PR person?
* How Clubs have a PR Committee of more than ONE?

* How many Clubs have a documented/articulated PR
plan?

* How many Clubs measure the effects of PR?
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Why Talk About PR

* All Rotary Clubs have audiences with whom they
should communicate:

e Media

e Government Officials
e Business Community
e Civic Leaders

e Prospective Members

 People directly effective by our service
projects
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Barriers to Club PR

When asked to choose the three most significant
barriers to PR efforts respondents report:

* 1. Lack of interest from media
¢ 2. Lack of funding for PR efforts
* 3. Lack of PR training
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Information Age....

* Internet

* Social Networks
* Smart phones

* Ipads

Most of people are Overwhelmed & Bombarded with
information!

You very well could be suffering from SADD
-situational attention deficit disorder
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Your Club’s PR

* Media relations

* Publications & Printed literature

* Special events promotions

* Developing PR strategies

* Risk management

* Planning and organizing campaigns

* Counseling members on communications
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Media Relations

* Manufacturers and Retailers market their products
e Rotarians need to “sell” stories to the media

* Tip 1: Understanding the Media will help you market
your Club’s message successfully.
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Understanding the Media

* Select your target journalist — learn about that
journalist ( read their articles and determine how
Rotary would be best positioned.)

* Consider inviting a journalist to speak to your club
about how to work with the media (getting to
understand the news process and your target
journalist).




Understanding the Media

* Develop media targets for each story

* Tip : You want to be persistent, persuasive and
friendly but not aggressive!

&



Traditional Media

® Articles
* Media Kits

e Press Release

e Club Fact Sheet
e Project Fact Sheet
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Traditional Media

* Conducting Interviews

e Always looking for a good human interest story and a
knowledgeable messenger

e Develop articulate spokespersons who are well-versed
about the Club’s programmes

* Tip: Avoid using Rotary Jargon - PDG, GSE, etc.




New (non-traditional Media)

* Building Effective Websites

» Social Networks (Facebook, Twitter)
* Blogs (large conversation)

* Podcast

&



New (non-traditional Media)

&






New (non-traditional Media)

&
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RI Statistics

* More than 50% of respondents thought that PR increases
community awareness of Rotary, recruitment, and
contributions to the club,

* 80% of clubs include PR in their annual planning

* 77% regularly launch PR efforts to coincide with specific events
or projects,

* 68% regularly have a PR committee chairperson

* 62% of respondents feel their club’s PR activity has increased
over 7 years ago,

* 091% of respondents report obtaining PR coverage in
newspapers, and fewer than 50% have obtained radi
internet, television, or billboard coverage
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Taking Your PR Function Forward

* Form a PR Committee
* Develop a PR Strategy

* Develop a plan for the Rotary year (scheduled events
etc.)

* Provide /conduct training

e RI Resources
e RI Public Relations Grant
e RI Public Relations Award




