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Message from District 

Governor Robert Mendoza 
Hello Rotarians, 

John Maxwell says “A Great 
Leader’s courage to fulfill his 
vision comes from PASSION, 
not POSITION.”  
 
Let me ask you a question, do 
you love being a Rotarian? I 
ask you this question because I ask it of 
myself. My answer is Yes, I love being a 
Rotarian. I love that I get to meet amazing 
volunteer leaders. People who come to-
gether to do something good, to make a 
difference and to change the world. When I 
meet a Rotarian it isn’t about a problem 
with an order, it isn’t about a customer 
complaint, a citizen concern or because 
someone is mad. I get to smile and shake 
hands knowing that the other person is 
there in front of me is hoping for a chance 
to connect, build a relationship and do 
something wonderful and exciting for 
someone else. And maybe I will get to be a 
part of it. Aren’t I lucky? You are just that 
lucky too, if you are a Rotarian.  
 
In Rotary, it doesn’t matter who you are, it 
matters that you are there, open, energetic 
and engaged. It matters that every hand 

you shake is a new partnership for 
a new idea. It matters that every 
smile is the beginning of a new 
friendship that can change your 
life, it matters that your dreams are 
the driving force to change your 
community and maybe even your 
club. You matter, and without you 
we are all less.  

Ladies and gentlemen, what is your pas-
sion? What do you love to do? What do 
you want to do? In Rotary you can do it, 
and we can do it together. I want to know 
what you are passionate about, because I 
want to help you bring our resources to 
bear to make your dream a reality. I want 
you to know about this thing called Rotary, 
so you too can celebrate success and find 
a deeper meaning to your membership.  
 
I hope in these few short months, my pas-
sion for Rotary has been evident in our 
time together. I hope you have seen a 
glimmer of what is possible with a little time 
and energy, and I hope to see you soon at 
our Rotary Conference to celebrate and 
laugh among friends and gain a deeper 
understanding of this wonderful organiza-
tion.  

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

Oct. 20-21, 2017 
District Conference 
Derby, KS 

Oct. 24, 2017 
World Polio Day 

 

Feb. 23-25, 2018 
PETS (Presidents-elect training) 
Wichita, KS 

June 23-27, 2018 
Rotary Intl. Convention 
Toronto, Canada 
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By Kurt Harper, D5690 Russia-US In-
tercountry Committee Chair and District 
Governor 2019-2020 

As many of you know, I have served 
the last several years as our District’s 
representative to the Russia-US Inter-
country Committee (succeeding June 
Costin, who was our first representative 
and attended the chartering ceremony).  

Our committee had a booth at the RI Convention in Atlan-
ta, where we compiled two pages of email addresses of 
individuals interested in our activities, which focus on 
friendship exchanges to try to establish better under-
standing and solid friendships between Rotarians in both 
countries.  We also attended a dinner party with a number 
of Russians at a barbecue restaurant in Atlanta, where I 
encountered two of the Rotarians I met on the 2012 GSE 
trip to Russia—one of whom is the new District Governor 
for the Rotary district comprising European Russia! 

On August 25-26, I attended the Annual Meeting of the 
Committee, where I began my term as Chairperson of the 
US Section.  My counterpart from Russia, Andrey Egorov, 
was able to attend as well. 

Prior to the business meeting, we were able to attend 
meeting with a number of Russian-related institutions, in-
cluding a small-group meeting (outgoing chairperson 
Charles Heberle, and incoming chairpersons Egorov and 
myself) at the Russian Embassy, where we met with their 
cultural representative and multinational relations repre-
sentative.  We addressed the growing concern over visa 
processing by our respective state departments, and our 
need to clarify what visa is appropriate when Rotarians 
visit Russia not just as tourists, but also to participate in 
meetings or projects.  It was a fruitful visit. 

Andrey Egorov has already been working on the ground-
work for what I hope to accomplish as our main undertak-
ing—arranging one or more friendship exchanges coincid-
ing with the World Cup games, which begin in June 2018.  
He is working on arrangements for Rotaractors and Rotari-
ans to volunteer at games; and to test the waters as to 
what clubs there might be able to host delegations. 

It will be a very busy year—I hope you will all watch for 
updates on this opportunity.  If it comes together, it will 
require quick action to sign up, get tickets, and be ready.  

A Report from the Rotary International Russia-US Intercountry Committee 

I want to send out a special Thank You to Dana Quigley 
and the Conference Planning Team. They are all volun-
teers and all have sacrificed to create a wonderful event. I 
look forward to connecting with you all again to celebrate 
Rotary.  
 
Robert Mendoza 

District Governor 5690  2017-18  
Rotary Club of Derby 

Message from District Governor Robert Mendoza (cont’d) 

Speaking of District Conference . . . 
District Conferences are a fantastic way 
to energize your Rotary spirit by 
listening to inspiring speakers, engaging 
in thought provoking panel discussions/
breakouts, and visiting with Rotary 
friends.  We hope you are registered to 
come to Derby October 20 & 21 for our 
annual conference.! 

Go to the District Conference web site 
www.RotaryHeroTraining.com  and sign up today! 

District Governor Robert Mendoza, District 
Conference Chair Dana Quigley, and the 
Rotary Club of Derby invite you to attend 
the annual D5690 District Conference to be 
held in Derby October 20 – 21, 2017 at The 
Venue at Madison Avenue Central Park, 
Derby, Kansas.  Please review the attached 
informational flyer and registration form. 

Questions?  Contact Dana Quigley, Rotary Club of Derby, 
at 316-640-5688 or drquig56@gmail.com 
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A new partnership between Habitat for Humanity 
and Rotary International was announced on Oc-
tober 3, 2017.  The partnership will facilitate col-
laboration between local Rotary clubs and local 

Habitat for Humanity organizations, expanding Habitat’s 
volunteer pool by tapping into Rotary’s 1.2 million mem-
bers in 200 countries and regions. 

“Habitat’s aim to bring people together to build homes, 
communities and hope aligns perfectly with Rotary’s com-
mitment to make positive, lasting change in communities 

around the world,” said 
Rotary General Secre-
tary John Hewko. “With 
Habitat’s expertise and the power of Rotary’s volunteer 
network, we will help build the foundation for stronger 
communities.” 

Volunteer with or support Habitat for Hu-
manity  for your next service project.  

Habitat For Humanity & Rotary Announce Partnership 

Interact News 
Our Interact Club of 
West Sedgwick County 
painted a playground 
map at St. Thomas Aqui-
nas on Sept. 23.   

Other club news: 

 We will present at 
the Sunrise Rotary Club 

on Oct. 26, providing an updated on the club and pre-
view of the upcoming year. 

 We will help at Operation Holiday on Dec. 16 

 Our Dodgeball tournament will be Dec 27 or 28 

 Planning continues for our trip to Panama during 
Spring Break 

 We assembled 3 blankets for Kensler Elementary 

Open World Visitors to Hutchinson 

Our Club will be hosting six people from Ukraine and one 
interpreter from October 13 - October 21st. This delega-
tion is part of the Open World Leadership Center's "Open 
World Program". We will welcome these friends at our 
Rotary Club meeting on Monday, October 16th. 

Our visitors will be: 

Tetiana Shyriaieva—Current Position: Associate Profes-
sor, National University of Ostroh Academy  

Halyna Korniienko—Current Position: Vice-Principal for 
Educational Work, History Teacher  

Svitlana Honcharenko—Current Position: Principal, 
Horodnytsia Secondary School  

Olena Rohovchenko—Current Position: Chief Specialist, 
Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine.  

Yurii Trubin—Current Position: Methodologist, Cherkasy 
City Methodological Cabinet for Educational Institutions  

Maksym Petrov—Current Position: International Advoca-
cy Coordinator, Ukrainian Helsinki Human Rights Union  

Olga Shostachuk—Professional Interpreter (Cleveland, 
OH) 

As you can see these are professional people who are 
working in the education field in Ukraine. The focus for 
them while they are in Hutchinson will be to learn how we 
teach Civics education in Secondary Schools, so they can 
improve the educational system in Ukraine. 

They will be very busy during their few days here. They 
will travel to Topeka to speak with educational experts, 
visit K-12 schools in Reno County, Hutchinson Community 
College and Bethel College, and enjoy many sights and 
sounds of Hutchinson, Kansas USA including the Fox 
Theatre, the Cosmosphere, Strataca, Third Thursday, and 
more! 

If interested in finding out more about how you can visit 
with the delegation while they are here in Hutchinson, 
please contact Dimitriy Vakulenko who is coordinating this 
program for our club, dimitriy.vakulenko@kuhn.com, or 
Dawn Johnson, djohnson@usd309ks.org. 

For more information on the Open World program itself, 
visit www.openworld.gov.  Our club received a grant to 
help us pay for some of the costs associated with this pro-
gram.  



October 2017  Page 4 

D I S T R I C T  5 6 9 0  N E W S  W W W . R O T A R Y 5 6 9 0 . O R G  

News from Rotary International 
Rotary Finds a New Partner for Peace 

Rotary is forming a strategic partnership with the Institute for Economics and Peace, a leader in the study of peace and 
conflict. Together, we will create new learning opportunities for Rotary members. 

Rotary will work with the institute to create an online learning platform, with webinars and interactive tools, that mem-
bers and Rotary Peace Fellows can use to increase their expertise. Rotary and the institute will also develop work-
shops in “positive peace,” a concept that says we can build peace by identifying and measuring the attitudes, institu-
tions, and structures that create and sustain peaceful societies and fostering them elsewhere. These workshops will be 
funded by global grants and hosted by Rotary clubs. 

More information about how you can get involved will be available in the coming months. Contact Area of Focus Man-
ager Rebecca Crall for additional details.  

Source:  Rotary Peace In Action Newsletter 9/12/17 

When I first joined Pakistan’s Polio-
Plus Committee (PNPPC) as a man-
ager close to eight years ago, polio 
eradication seemed within our reach. I 
used the opportunity to study poliomy-
elitis beyond just perceiving it as “a 
crippling disease.” I researched the 
causes and consequences; the types 
of polio virus; modes of prevention; and how elusive the 
virus can be given the right conditions. 

Then in 2012, the dynamics of my country changed. We 
were faced with hostile militants, who refused to allow po-
lio teams to vaccinate children in their territory. Our front 
line workers were regularly targeted for their work during 
campaigns. 

Children were deprived of polio vaccine in several regions 
occupied by the militants making it inaccessible and hard 
to reach. Common myths and misconceptions were rife in 
most backward communities. Our biggest hurdle was “how 
do we change their mindset,” while they eyed us with sus-
picion and disdain. 

We expanded our motley crew to a larger team. Together 
we worked closely with our polio partners to devise strate-
gies and innovative approaches to overcome the odds; 
through placing Resource Centers in high risk districts; 

targeting nomads and Internally Dis-
placed Persons (IDPs) through Per-
manent Transit Posts (PTPs); creat-
ing awareness in illiterate communi-
ties through speaking books; con-
ducting workshops with enlightened 
religious clerics; and encouraging 
Rotary clubs to hold health camps in 

impoverished districts. 

Meanwhile, polio cases spiraled across the country and in 
2014 we reported over 300 cases of the wild poliovirus. In 
the years that followed, we worked with unwavering dili-
gence and commitment in collaboration with the govern-
ment of Pakistan to restrict polio transmission. Today, we 
have only five cases of polio stemming from the wild virus 
and only 11 globally, as of the end of September. 

World Polio Day 24 October was established by Rotary 
International to commemorate the birth of Jonas Salk, who 
led the first team to develop a vaccine against poliomyeli-
tis. It marks the long and arduous journey all endemic 
countries have struggled against, to eradicate polio. 

The last mile is the hardest, but we are so close to the 
finish line. 

Source:  Rotary Voices, 10/5/17 

CLUBS:  Show this video at your club meeting this month!  

WHO Director-General and UNICEF Executive Director thank Rotary 

http://polioeradication.org/news-post/thank-you-rotary/ 

Overcoming Obstacles to Polio Eradication in Pakistan 
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When your club asks you to attend your first 
district conference you should feel flattered.  
You have an opportunity to provide “Service 
Above Self” in your efforts to bring infor-
mation back to your fellow Rotarians.  How-
ever, you want to use your time networking and engaging 
with Rotarians from around the district to your benefit.  
Here are some tips to help you prepare for the conference 
experience. 

TALK WITH YOUR CLUB’S MEMBERSHIP:  Find out 
what they hope you can learn from the experience.  Also, 
talk with those who have attended prior district confer-
ences and ask their advice. 

YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR YOUR OWN EXPERI-
ENCE:  Ultimately what you gain from any Rotary experi-
ence, and especially a conference, is directly related to 
what you put into it.  Be willing to talk to strangers.  Sit 
with different people at each meal.  Ask questions in the 
sessions.  Talk informally with other Club Rotarians and 
district leadership. 

SPEND TIME PREPARING:  Know information about your 
club – key projects, success tips in recruiting, needs of 
your club and of course background on RI.  Check out the 
district website (www.rotary5690.org) and the RI website 
(www.rotary.org).   

KNOW WHY YOU ARE ATTENDING:  Rotarians attend 
to learn and have fun; make sure you fill your day with 
learning opportunities and soak in as much information as 
possible but also enjoy yourself. 

OTHER TIPS 

Bring business cards and share them with 
other Rotarians.  Build your Rotary contact 
list. 

Remember a pen and paper to take notes and write 
“valuable” information so you don’t forget those items. 

Consider recording some of the presentations and share 
them with your Club. 

Bring information that your club uses and creates and 
share with others. 

Finally, schedule time at your club meeting and/or leader-
ship meeting to share what you have gained from your 
experience. 

In conclusion, as a leader of your club, you have a terrific 
opportunity to improve your club through learning more 
about Rotary.  When you make the most of your time dur-
ing your first district conference you will most likely be 
asked to go back, and you will go back as a pro. As intimi-
dating as conferences can be at first, you will most likely 
end up enjoying them. And, if you take advantage of the 
opportunity, you’ll always return to your club a more 
knowledgeable and valuable resource. 

Adapted from a Soundview Smart Tips online article published 
by Concentrated Knowledge Corporation, 2012. 

 

Column submitted by Fred Heismeyer, 
District 5690 Trainer 

Attending Your First District Conference 

Having received no challenges, RI Pre-
sidednt Ian H.S. Riseley declared Mark 
Daniel Maloney as Rotary’s president 
nominee on 1 October.  He will be 
elected at the 2018 RI Convention in 
Toronto, Canada and will become 
president on 1 July 2019. 

Maloney is a member of the Rotary 
Club of Decatur, Alabama.   

Read more about our 2019-20 RI President here: 

https://www.rotary.org/en/2019-20-rotary-president-
selected 

2019-2020 RI President Nominated 

Nearly 800 million people worldwide live on less than 
$1.90 a day—extreme poverty. 

Rotarians worldwide are committed to reducing poverty 
by using their skills in projects that provide vocational 
training and that strengthen local entrepreneurs and 
community leaders, particularly women, in impoverished 
communities.  

We create opportunities to help individuals and commu-
nities thrive financially and socially as well as training 
people to become resources for their community, offer-
ing networking activities, advise on new business devel-
opment, and mathematics and financial management 
training.  

October is Economic Development Month 
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Rotary Club Kingman:  The Rota-
ry Club of Kingman held its inaugu-
ral "Polo for Polio" fundraising event 
on Saturday, September 9th.  This 
fun event was the idea of Rotarian-
Kelly Wood, Kingman. Four-person 
teams, riding stick horses and bran-
dishing hockey sticks, competed 
against each other to score goals 
during the 10 minute games.  Teams paid an entry fee of 
$50, which was donated to the PolioPlus Fund.  The King-
man club has also coordinated with the Kingman County 
Historical Society and Museum to bring a polio awareness 
exhibit, including an iron lung, to the Kingman Museum.  
The exhibit will be on display through October 24th. 

Rotary Club E Wichita:  We will once again serve at the 
Lord’s Diner on October 19.  Our members enjoy this activi-
ty and have taken classes to receive their food handler’s 
license so they can participate. 

Rotary Club Old Town Wichita:  We are taking a “Ghost 
Tour” on October 27 in lieu of our October 30 meeting.  We 
are going to be painting another school map later this 
month. 

Rotary Club Sedgwick 
Co. Sunrise:  We had a 
small crew but accom-
plished our work.  We put 
sand back in the northeast 
pay area.  Pictured:   Jesse 
Schemm, Steve Fischer, Con-
nie Zienkewicz, District Governor Robert Mendoza and Aaron 
Alpers.  

Rotary Club E Wichita:  Sev-
eral of our members were up 
bright and early to register par-
ticipants in the Walk to Defeat 
ALS.  Pictured:  Michael Moeder, 
Alex Duncan, Kevin Rather, Denise 

Hearson, Jillian Van Campen & Scott Holder. 

Rotary Club E Wichita:  A 
crew from the City of Wich-
ita’s Parks and Recreation 
along with volunteers from 
our club installed four new 
benches at Eastview Park.  
The project was made pos-

sible by a District 5690 grant.  Photo:  L to R: Tony Tatum, 
City of Wichita; Denise Hearson, EWR; Troy Easterberg, City of 
Wichita; Cavin Cockrum, Scott Holder, Jim Crawford, Donna Ken-
nedy, and Jillian Van Campen, all of E Wichita Rotary. 

Rotary Club W Wichita:  Our club cele-
brated its 30th anniversary at our Octo-
ber 3 meeting.  The club was admitted 
to Rotary International on July 7, 1987 
with 35 charter members.  Diane Walker 
was hired as Executive Secretary in 
October 1987, so we celebrated her an-
niversary, too!  Charter Members and Past Presidents were 

recognized as were 
all Paul Harris Fel-
lows.   

Charter Member 
Mark Chamberlin 
presented his first 

newscast at our first 
organizational meet-
ing on June 23, 1987.  
He’s presented a 
rough estimate of 
1,200 newscasts at 
our weekly meetings 

the past 30 years and at today’s meeting he recapped the 
headlines from his first newscasts.   

It was a fun time with guests from  all of the Wichita area 
clubs. 

Rotary Club Derby:  Last month we donated over 200 lbs. 
of food to the Derby Community Food Pantry! 

Rotary Club Wichita:  Our Bookapalooza was a social 
event and a celebration of childhood literacy.  We are do-
nating a free-standing neighborhood library filled with 
books for children and adults to be placed in the Fairmount 
Park area near WSU.  Rotarians brought used and new 
books for the library which was decorated by logo wizard 
Bill Gardner and unveiled at the party. 

Rotary Club Wichita:  Our 
club hosted a visitor, Dr. Gi-
klbert apar Bor, a Rotarian 
from Eldoret, Kenya.  His sis-
ter and nephew joined him and 
banners were exchanged with 
club president Jeff Van Sickle. 

Rotary Club Hutchinson:  Our club is hosting an Open 
World delegation October 13-21.  See separate article in 
this newsletter for more information. 

 

Photo Courtesy  
Kingman Leader 

Diane Walker 

Dr. Gilbert, Arlen Honts, Geri 
Appel, sister & nephew 

Past Presidents 

Charter Members 
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2017-18 RI President 
Ian Riseley 
Australia 

District 5690  

 

 

 

 
www.rotary5690.org 

 
This is your newsletter! 

Send your articles and  
club information to: 

 
PDG Geri Appel, Editor 
Phone: 316-733-7030 

Fax: 316-733-5077 
appelg@kenlerman.com 

 

 

 

 

Join Fellow Rotarians June 20-14, 2018 
in Toronto for the 2018 Rotary  

Convention! 

Important deadlines 

15 December 2017:  Last day to register 
at $345/Rotarians; $70 Rotaractors.. 

March 31 2018: Last day for preregistra-
tion discount $420 for  Rotarians; $100 
for Rotaractors) 

April 1 2018:  Registration is $495-
Rotarians; $130 for Rotaractors 

http://www.riconvention.org/en/toronto 

Have you visited the Rotary Brand Center? 
Tell the story of Rotary and how we are people of action—in your com-
munity around the world.  Go to My Rotary and visit the Brand Center 
(https://brandcenter.rotary.org) 

The People of Action campaign communicates the essence of Rotary 
and reflects our values and gives clubs the opportunity to customize 
their materials to reflect their own story. 






