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CONFERENCE
FEATURES
(Apr 24 to 26, 2015)

✔ Peace & Leadership Theme
✔ Historic Valley Forge Location
✔ New Sheraton VF Hotel
✔ Reduced Pricing for Companions
✔ RI Rep & Early arrival dinner - Apr 23*
✔ Use of Health Club
✔ Year around Pool
✔ Golf Tournament on Friday*
(Shotgun start, Scramble format)

✔ Free time (no charge)
✔ Guided Tours at VF Encampment*
(District Tour includes Box Lunch)

✔ Full Service Casino – 3 minutes
(A part of the Radisson Hotel)

✔ King of Prussia Mall – 2 minutes
(One of largest Malls in US)

✔ Annual Business Meeting
✔ Top Selected Speakers

Newsletter Editor-in-Chief: Marguerite Chadwick-Juner

August 31, 2014

Rotary International

ATTENTION: Club Presidents & Membership Chairs

ROTARY DAY HEADS UP

RI President Gary Huang
joins 7230 Rotarians to install your new members
& LIGHT UP ROTARY
Have dinner with RI President Gary on October 31st.

Feast on a Chinese Banquet in Chinatown!
Spread the Word . . . Make Plans. . . Invite Friends
Details soon
It’s Halloween too! Come disguised as your favorite Rotarian!
Want to help? Call or email Taylor Eskew to join the committee,
646-492-1809 rteskew@gmail.com

Rotary Day at the UN –Nov 1st
Youth & Rotarian Programs

All Rotarians are encouraged to experience a “Rotary
Day at the United Nations. This popular event is
Saturday, November 1st at the UN in New York City.
Register at www.riunday.org.

Rotary International, a participating of writing the UN Charter that was signed on
June 26, 1945 and has continued a long history of working together and sharing similar
visions for a more peaceful world.

(Carefully vetted for your enjoyment)

Organized by RI representations
to the UN, this year’s event will
feature presentation from Senior
UN State and Rotary leaders
as well as panel discussions on
health, water, literacy and youth.

✔ Vetted nearby Spa for your pleasure
✔ Rotaract Program for Rotaractors
✔ Souvenir Journal with Club Projects
✔ House of Friendship
✔ Club Displays for new ideas
✔ Hospitality Suites for Fellowship
✔ Early Bird Pricing for savers

*Optional

Register: www.DavesConference.com
Attend Rotary UN
Day and sit where
history is being
made.

High School-Age Students, including Interactors, Rotaractors and
Rotary Youth Exchange participants are encouraged to attend a
PDG Matts & Sundra
special session.
Ingemanson would
Please note that the seats
NOT miss this special
occasion! Join us on will go quickly.
November 1st.

Meet Our Presidents

A Recurring Column for the District Light Up Rotary Newsletter
Taylor Eskew, Rotary Club of Chinatown
I was born in and raised in Atlanta, Georgia, the oldest of 6 children. I am a boomer
born in 1946, the year Truman officially proclaimed the end of WWII and the UN held it
first General Assembly. Oh, and Tide was introduced. The Girl Scouts, church activities, and
art school occupied my free time and kept me out of trouble.
I was one of the first women at Georgia Tech, following in my father’s footsteps, but
couldn’t stick the course (discrimination big time) so off to the University of Denver. With a
BFA under my belt I headed for Europe and the traditional grand tour. In Trafalgar Square I
saw Neil Armstrong walk on the moon and was proud to be an American. I went to NYC
and got a job and acceptance into the graduate school at Pratt and achieved a Master of
Science in Environmental Design. And I learned to live in NYC.
I served as Project Manager of Habitat for Humanity on the Lower East Side leading
the first 2 Jimmy Carter work camps, and served as Executive Director of Habitat Newark.
Through Habitat I got my picture on the front page of the NYTimes and in People magazine.
I learned to believe in miracles and learned the joy and adventure in working at something
you love and that helps others. Later as a construction project manager for NYS Dormitory
Authority I worked with leading architects and learned about working with bureaucracy. I
left the DA to work for a small woman owned business that served nonprofits. I am now
retired and working full time as a Rotarian and wife.
I am an active Quaker and have served on the AFSC Board, been the chair of the
Board Committee on Race Relations, and chair of the Immigrant Rights Committee for the NE region. I am an active member of the New
Paltz Monthly Meeting. Being a Quaker sits well with being a Rotarian.
I have been a Rotarian for 21 years - 18 years in the Bronx Club before transferring to the Rotary Club of Chinatown. I have served as
president of the Bronx Club, Assistant Governor for Area 7, Manhattan, and chair of the GSE subcommittee for the district. This year I am
the Permanent Fund subcommittee chair and was a member of the Million Dollar Dinner committee.
I am married to Jack Levy who retired from dentistry to play the violin. I have 2 adult sons who are the light of my life along with Jack.
Kendall is 27 and writes code for Fiserv, one of those jobs that I don’t understand. He also owns the Thirsty Quaker, a craft brew store in
Jersey City, and is engaged (whew). Robert is in law enforcement in Essex County NJ and has a landscaping business. He is cohabiting (we
have our fingers crossed). They are true mensches. Jack and I divide our time between NYC and Kripplebush in Ulster County. We plan to
travel the world until we can’t walk. India and Bhutan are in our sights but London in January where Jack has a music workshop is next.
The best part of Rotary is being an active part of a world community. Through Rotary I have the opportunity to know young people
who wow me and give me hope for the future. And I have a chance to give those young people opportunities to follow their passions
and be part of that world community.
Continued on page 4

Dunkin’ for Dollars at Rotary Club of North Shore
The Rotary Club of North Shore,
Staten Island “Got All Wet” and profited
by $1,200. On August 23rd, they set up
and operated a fun, fun, fun fundraiser
in conjunction with the Commons Café
at 2 Teleport Drive, Staten Island. These
entrepreneurial Rotarians earned $400
per hour by running a ride concession, a
dunk tank, getting 10% of the profit from
food sales at the Commons Café, and a
50/50 Raffle.

BEFORE: North Shore Rotary President
Christine DeHart

AFTER: Working together with DG
David. (look in tank window)
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Special thanks to good sport Rotary
members Diana Arneth, Dennis Surmanek,
Frank Wilkinson, Regina Dasoro &
President Christine DeHart for “being all
wet.” christinedehart@aol.com.
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On-to-Bermuda Better Than Ever!
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Please join us on our 58th exciting trip to that beautiful island. We`ll be staying at the
exquisite Coco Reef Resort. Some of you may remember we stayed there, some time ago
when it was Stonington Beach. The location is great, a short trip to Hamilton, and close to
the other club meeting locations. Coco is next to Elbow Beach, with their many restaurants,
and one of the best beaches in Bermuda.
We chose this venue, as the rate was attractive, as well as the other amenities,
including a great dining experience, as they are part of a dine around package.
6-Day, 5-Night Trip, Oct.25 - Oct. 30, 2014 - $871.00 per person,
double occupancy - Single - $1497.00
To reserve your space, send your deposit of $200.00 per person by Sept. 15,
2014 to: Mr. Coby Ellingwood, c/o Altour, 287 Bowman Ave., Purchase, NY
10577. Final balance is due by Oct. 1, 2014.
For more details call: 914-993-4044 or email: coburn.ellingwood@altour.com.

Join fellow Rotarians in Bermuda at an Int’l Evening in a lovely garden setting, benefitting Polio Plus. $125 including Dinner. (Plus receive 125 pts toward your next PHF.)

Attention Club Foundation Chairs
A record-setting
year
Owing
to
the leadership and
financial support of
Rotarians around
the world, 2013-14
PDG Janet
was a record-setting
DiBenedetto
year for our Annual
Fund. Preliminary results suggest that
more than $250 million was contributed
to help change lives locally and in communities around the world. Thank you!
New year and new goals
Has your club set Foundation giving
goals for 2014-15? If not, there is still
time to evaluate your club’s fundraising
efforts last year and submit goals for this
year in Rotary Club Central. With your
help, we can achieve our worldwide
Annual Fund goal of $123 million by 30
June. All clubs are encouraged
to complete EREY by the end of
The Rotary Foundation Month November 30, 2014.

administrative and fund development
expenses and to build a strong operating reserve. The Foundation will also
draw on other funding sources, including 5 percent of cash contributions for
global grants. Most not-for-profit organizations allocate a percentage of their
contributions to support future fundraising
efforts. Looking ahead, the Foundation
will continue its strong record of financial
accountability and transparency. Read
more about the new funding model.

lines for district grants were expanded.
District grants can now fund youth
programs (including Youth Exchange,
RYLA, Rotaract, and Interact), construction (including low-cost shelters), travel
for staff of cooperating organizations,
scholar orientation seminars, grant management seminars, and activities primarily implemented by an organization
other than Rotary. See the current version
of grant terms and conditions, which
includes these changes.

GRANT UPDATES

Return of funds

Packaged grants to be phased
out

If you need to return unused funds
from your global or district grant, make
sure to provide one check per project,
and clearly indicate the project identification number on the check (or wire
transfer). Also alert your district’s regional
grant officer. Note that funds returned
to the Foundation without identification
are recorded as a contribution to the
Annual Fund. Email questions to grant.
payments@rotary.org.

Despite some successes with packaged grants, an evaluation revealed significant differences between the grants’
goals and the actual experience of
Rotarians. Therefore, the Trustees decided to allow options with the Foundation’s
strategic partners to expire at the end of
their current terms. Packaged grants will
end when all active grants are closed.

New Foundation funding model

Grant terms and conditions
updated

The Rotary Foundation Trustees have
approved a new model for funding the
Foundation’s operating costs. Effective
1 July 2015, the Foundation will direct
5 percent of Annual Fund donations to

Grant terms and conditions are
periodically updated for the sake of
clarity and to incorporate policy changes. Most recently, the eligibility guide3

Year-end grant statistics
Rotarians worldwide enthusiastically participated in the new grants during 2013-14. The Foundation approved
492 district grants, 858 global grants,
and 18 packaged grants.

Meet Our Presidents
Continued from page 2

Brian Benevento, Rotary Club of South Shore
Brian Benevento, 2014-15 President of the Rotary Club of South Shore was born on
September12, 1956 and raised in the Oakwood section of Staten Island. By only 3 days, he
missed Elvis Presley’s first appearance on the Ed Sullivan Show on September 9th with the first
transatlantic TV cable went into operation, and, as we all remember, the IBM RAMAC 305
was introduced as the first commercial computer that used magnetic disk storage.
Brian is the son of an automobile mechanic who later became a bar owner. His mother
was a housewife. Rick, Brian’s only brother, is 11 years older. During his early years, Brian
was a Boy Scout but spent most “of his time as a member of a local rock band in the early
70’s playing the drums!” He is a graduate of Monsignor Farrell High School and received a
certificate in digital electronics from DeVry Institute.
Brian served for 34 years with the US Postal Service starting as a Letter Carrier to
Postmaster. His most favorite position was as Postmaster of Morristown, NJ. His career took him
to Manhattan, Staten Island, Freehold, NJ, Morristown, NJ & Elizabeth, NJ.
His wife Karen is an EKG technician at Staten Island Hospital South. They are the parents
of 3 children. Kristen who is 34 and has been a surgical coordinator at Mt. Sinai Hospital
and is currently back in school to become a social worker. Brian, who had passed away at
the age of 31 in July of 2013, worked for the Department of Sanitation in Brooklyn, NY, and
Thomas, who is 28, works as an accountant for a company in Staten Island.
His main hobby is golf but, to quote him, “Or should I say, I own clubs and swing them a lot.” I also have been working as a community
mediator for The New York Center for Interpersonal Development. Most issues include small claims court matters and community related claims.
Camaraderie is what he likes about Rotary and that is, of course, in addition to helping people in need and giving back to the community.
Brian’s dream is to live long enough to see his children realize their goals and ambitions and be happy.
(DG Note: It has been a special pleasure for me to get to know Brian at district training levels. He must believe that engaging
district programs enhances leadership skills for everyone and adds depth of understanding for his club. – My personal thanks to Brian.)

Q: Why is RYLA So Much Fun?
A: Because the Staff is a Lot of Fun!
Our District RYLA Staff is made up
of volunteer Rotarians, Rotaractors, and
Counselors in Training (CITs) from the
prior camp and Junior Counselors who
attended RYLA two years before. The
RYLARIANS are 10th grade students
learn leadership techniques, team building techniques and relationship building Anna Kobelka
Barbara
with both individuals and groups. The
Edwards
program is delivered with group activities, lectures, skits and interactive development within each the ‘family units.’ All
of this learning is disguised as fun. All campers leave camp excited about new
friendships and with a spirit toward Rotary that is “Over the Top.”
RYLA creates
positive memories that last a lifetime. Sending a child to RYLA Camp is one of
the most cost effective, impactful project a Rotary Club can do that will improve a
child’s future.
Visit Rotary7230.org for more information for email Anna Kobelka, gabbyanna5@aim.com OR Barbara Edwards, barbarae@@northrock.bm. Clubs may visit
camp and see the program and/or sign up to conduct an activity during camp.
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The Leader
Inside

Don Nelson

By Don Nelson,
LCSW
Last month I
posed the question:
What is the difference between selfconsciousness and
self-awareness?

Self-consciousness is essentially a
pre-occupation of how other people perceive us. In most cases the person imagines a negative view. It is a reflection of
their inner view of themselves. What I call
in my book the negative house critic .
A self-aware person develops an
internal mediator who manages this
house critic. And this is a pre-requisite for
genuine leadership.
Don speaks at Rotary clubs. don@
don-nelson.com

Funding for You Club Projects
So
many
wonderful projects
can be done with
the help of a district grant, whether
a feeding program,
literacy project, or
Doris Benson
health
initiative,
Grants Subor another great
Committee Chair idea your club has
developed. Over
20 clubs participated last year in the grant process.
Now is the time that clubs with
outstanding grants should be
submitting their final reports,
which are due by September
15th.
And, now is also the time to
submit a grant request for the
2014-2015 year. The deadline is
October 31st; however, the grants will
be evaluated in the order received.
We have $20,500 to distribute. If the
grant requests exceed this amount, the
‘early bird will get the worm’!

Good news from the Foundation!
Eligibility guidelines for district grants
have been significantly expanded. The
new areas are:
Rotary Youth Exchange:
District grant funds may be used to pay
for the airfare of a youth exchange
student. Funds may also be used for
program expenses.
RYLA: DG funds may be used to
pay for registration fees for individual
participants. DG funds may also be
used for program expenses.
Rotaract/Interact: DG funds
may be used to support service projects of Rotaract/Interact clubs working
in cooperation with a Rotary club.
Funds could pay for Rotaract/Interact
events such as a motivational speaker,
leadership workshop, or team-building
activities.
Activities implemented by
another organization: For example, DG funds may be used to support
an ongoing community health outreach
fair initiated and run by a local hospital

on an annual basis.
Whether you are reporting on
a current grant, or requesting a new
one, the process is simple. Log on to
the district website, www.rotary7230.
org. Sign in via member access. On
the page with your personal information, click on ‘document library’ in
the top right hand corner. If you are
reporting on a current grant, use the
‘individual project report’ form in the
library. If your club has not signed
the grant Memo of Understanding
(MOU), download it and submit the
signature page along with the required
documentation – cancelled checks,
invoices, receipts. If you are requesting a new grant, use the District Grant
Proposal Form. Guidelines for district
grants are also in the library. Nothing
could be easier!

District 7230

Peace Scholar

Claudia Maffettone

RYLA North America 2014
Dear Rotarians,

The RYLA North America 2014
Program was an intense leadership training program held in Washington D.C.
that was designed to recognize, encourage, and further develop the leadership
skills of 18-30 year olds who have shown
a potential for rendering important service to their local communities.
Rotactors, from around the world,
attended a private dinner at and reception at the Embassy of Austria. Our district was represented by Immediately
Past Presidents Leonid Levit, Pace
Rotaract and Zineb Touzani, UN
Rotaract. levitleonid@gmail.com.
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I am very
excited
to
embark on this
incredible new
journey! After
spending time
with my family
in Italy, I will
be flying to Bradford on the 13th of
September to join the other Rotary
Peace Fellows for Orientation Week.
We have been exchanging emails on
accommodation and bank accounts,
and the British Rotarians (District 1040)
have already shown us incredible support by sharing all the necessary information to get us started with our MA
program and life in the UK. Grateful
for your support, I look forward to
keeping District 7230 updated!

Annual Family Picnic
Area 7 at Ft. Tryon Park

Manhattan Rotarians, families, and
friends are enjoying a picnic in NYC’s best
kept secret – Ft Tryon Park at the Linden
Terrace on Sunday 7 September from 1-5.
b. The suggested contribution of $10 for
adults covers paper goods, soft drinks, and
dessert. Any funds left go to NYC No Kid
Hungry. Tickets are available at http://
rotaryarea7.bpt.me. It is pot luck. Bring
food to share. Inwood Club is our host.
Come enjoy fellowship and the glory of Ft
Tryon Park. Coming out of the 190th Street
station onto Ft. Washington Ave. is a wonderful experience. There are trees everywhere – everything is green and leafy.

Friends & Family
Picnic

DG Annual Visit
to RC of Inwood

The Rotary Club of Inwood was the
6th club visited of 7 as of August 17th.
Visiting Rotary Clubs is about celebrating its successes. Congratulations to
President Ky and club members for their
advance preparation. It was impressive
and interesting. 21. Our Inwood Rotary
club is active in significant and meaningful ways in their local neighborhood and
on the International scene with Disaster
work. The neighborhood work and
awards from the city and community
groups are thanks to the leadership of
President Ky. The International work in
Haiti and the Philippines are led by past
president Jim Kushner.
In addition to
receiving a written report and banner,
a video was shown of their work in the
Philippines to help with feeding and sheltering the victims. Good job Inwood!
Two members of Inwood, so far, are
looking at the District Conference in
Valley Forge where they can show all
conference attendees their good work.
Note: All clubs are asked to bring
any citation that is received this year to
display them.

On Saturday, August 16th the
Cortlandt Rotary Club held their
5th Annual Rotary Friends & Family
Picnic at the Hudson Valley Marina in
Verplanck. Hosted by Rotarians Herb
& Vickie Winkelmann it was a perfect
weather day to enjoy the fellowship
and friendship between the club, the
Rotary Community Corps of Keon
members, plus families and friends of
all. Everyone brought a dish to add
to the burgers, hot dogs, ribs, pulled
pork, fresh corn and other things prepared on the grill by host Herb! Great
event left us more than full and ready
to enjoy the next one in 2015!

How to Extend
Rotary
District Meeting
Sept. 23
Fogerty’s Bronxville
Hear how to
start a Rotaract
Club or A Rotary
Club to increase Joe Dino
community awareness of Rotary.
6:00 to 6:15: Check in
6:30 to 7:15: District Meeting
7:15 to 8:15: Dinner & Fellowship.
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*Rotary Days are a 10 point qualifying event for your
Presidential Citation

Purple Pinkie
Project Idea
Purple Pinkie is
a campaign by a
Rotary District or
Rotary Club to raise
money to End Polio
Now – The world’s
largest immunization program. In its Dr. Larry
first year, it was a Severino
tremendous success
capturing the imagination of the public
and to build on that success, Purple
Pinkie is coming up with many more innovative ideas - full of fun - with something
for all ages.
Polio has no cure. It is a crippling and
potentially fatal disease and children
under the age of five are at greatest risk.
However Polio is easy to prevent by vaccination that costs just 70 cents. When
we immunized a child in the early stages of Global Polio Eradication Initiative,
health care workers, Rotarians and other
volunteers would dip a childs pinkie in a
bottle of Gentian Violet ( Gentian violet
is an antiseptic dye used to treat fungal
infections of the skin (e.g., ringworm,
athlete’s foot). It also has weak antibacterial effects and may be used on minor
cuts and scrapes to prevent infection)
and stain the childs left pinkie. This then
helped us identify the children that were
already immunized. Today Rotarians and
health care workers use magic markers
(which is not as messy).

New Members
Welcomed to
Rotary
DG David offers to
welcome each of your
new members to Rotary.
Club Membership
chairs are asked to
email the Club name,
DG David
new member’s name,
Del Monte
Telephone number(s) and
email Address for ease of
contact. At least two telephone call attempts
will be made before an email message.

Rotaract Club of
the UN Installs
New Officers

At a recent ceremony at “The Liberty”
(29 West 35th St) the incoming officers of
the Rotaract Club of the UN were installed
(seen above l. to r.): Anne-Lise Bighinatti,
2014-15 Secretary, Justin Sharma, 201415 Treasurer, Alanna Walker, 2014-15
President, Piyumi Buddhakorala, 2014-15
Vice President and Maria Gozon, 2014-15
Director of Events. Not pictured: Angela
Amico, 2014-15 International Liaison.
This “Handover” of responsibility was
also attended by DG David Del Monte
& Dede and PDG Matts Ingemanson &
Sundra.
Would your club like to start a
ROTARACT CLUB? Email alanna131@
gmail.com for guidance.

Extension of
Rotary Clubs are
Encouraged!
D i s t r i c t
Membership Chair for
Expansion, Michael
Fix, a Rotarian with
the Rotary Club of
Eastchester, is identifying possible locations
Mike Fix
around the District for
the formation of new clubs. New Clubs formations will be the project of an existing Club. The
most popular meeting time for new Rotary clubs
today, is during the breakfast hour and always
includes a speaker or program. Often called
“Sunrise” clubs, they meet between 7 and 8 AM
or whatever time the club decides. DG David
Del Monte is quoted as saying, “In additional to
our continual efforts to assist with the strengthening our existing clubs, our district must form 5 or
6 new Rotary Clubs each year. At this pace, our
district will reach our 1999 membership of 2,100
members within 5 or 10 years.”
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Rotary
Networking
Meeting

Bill Fishman

A Rotary Networking
Meeting is scheduled
for Thursday, September 18, 2014 at
8 a.m. Please RSVP by August 17.
Our mission is “Promoting networking in Rotary, and promoting Rotary in
the business community.”
Begun in the Rotary Club of White
Plains, we invite Rotarians from every
Club and prospective members who
a Rotarian thinks may be a good candidate for a Rotary Club. We begin
and end promptly so people can get
to work; cost is only $5 and includes
breakfast – great deal!
Meetings are scheduled for the third
Thursday of each month at the law
offices of Bill Fishman, 11 Martine
Avenue, 12th Floor, White Plains,
NY 10606, but please contact Bill
Fishman at: lwf7471@gmail.com to
confirm the time and place and for
more information.

EREY
Leadership
Thank
you
and
congratulations to President
Don Feldman of
the Rotary Club of
Peekskill for his leadership in motivating
Don Feldman
his club to achieve
the honor of being a 100% EREY Club*
by September 19th. How? Simple…
With a Challenge!
President Don challenged each of
Peekskill’s 80 members to participate
in TRF Annual Giving campaign, EREY
(Every Rotarian, Every Year). If 100%
EREY participation was achieved by the
19th, he allow his club to dye his hair
BLOND.
*Every Member contributes
some amount. If the per capita totals $100, the EREY Club
Award is bestowed of that club.

Is Rotary Club Central up
to date for YOUR Club?

RCY-EY Does More Good Work
Services Society of Yonkers. Janice Lubin
Kirschner’s group, JCY, has the largest volunteer literacy program in the State, and
Carolyn Fluckinger oversees the Kinship
Program in which grandparents are raising
their grandchildren.

On July 30 the Rotary of YonkersEast Yonkers presented awards to two
of our ten Grant recipients, who detailed
how their Grants will be utilized. Both
organizations are part of the Family

JCY’s Grant recognized the SMART
reading program in schools, using volunteer adults working with individual students. Kinship Program’s Grant recognized their Summer Program for those
children who were unable to attend a
summer camp. www.eastyonkersrotary.org

New District 7230 Newsletter
Submission Schedule
Please note that the submission schedule for the District 7230 newsletter has
changed. Please send your stories, photos and captions to newsletter@rotary7230.org
by the 15th of the month for inclusion in the following month’s “Lightletter.” Please limit
your write ups to 100 words and provide links for further information.
As always, please edit your copy before submitting, submit as a Word document
or text in the body of an email. Photos always enhance your message, so try to provide
hi res jpegs with captions where possible. Please avoid submitting images of published
articles (ie: scan of a newspaper article) as these are not editable text and will need
to be keyboarded.
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