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District Awards 
Program 

Benefits Clubs
	 Every Nominee, Individual or Project, 
will be recognized in a dignified and 
meaningful manner.  All Projects applica-
tions will be assembled, copied and dis-
tributed to all clubs for new ideas.  (See 
Awards Categories on page 8 and full 
applications on the District Website, left 
Column, AWARDS 2014-2015 button).

RI Pilot Club 
Program

	 Deadline to apply is March 31, 
2015 for Pilot Club Applications.  
	 Become an innovative and flexible 
Rotary Club. Innovated and flexible Rotary 
clubs are fun, dynamic, diverse, resilient, 
tolerant, interested in trying new things, 
proactive, member driven, results oriented, 
resourceful, inspirational, and relationship 
rich. They support and strengthen their 
members, focus on and increase their 
humanitarian service, and enhance their 
public image and awareness.  The RI 
Board of Directors has approved expand-
ing the Innovation and Flexibility pilot from 
200 to 1,000 clubs, effective 1 July 2015 
through 30 June 2017.
	 For Innovative and flexible Rotary Club 
pilot guidelines that include the purpose 
statement, demonstrated results and mea-
sures, implementation plan, eligibility, 
selection, terms of ref-
erence and frequently 
asked questions and 
answers.  You will find 
the entire guidelines 
at www.clubrunner.
ca/7230. Call DGE 
Marilyn Masiero for 
more information at 
(914) 824-3101.  Ask Marilyn!

New District Website to Launch
	 Welcome to our new District Website 
on a Clubrunner platform at www.
Rotary7230.org. Our district site is also a 
‘gateway’ for frequently needed informa-
tion on Rotary.org. It is being developed 
as both a functional tool and resource for 
needed information. The goal is to make 
it ‘one stop shopping’ (OSS) with its capa-
bility to integrate with Rotary.org.  If your 
club is NOT a Clubrunner website club, 
you are still able to maintain club member-
ship records on the District Website and 
update Rotary.org at the same time. With 
or without a club level clubrunner website, 
the district records will be updated with 

RI…and no additional cost to your club.
	 Explore all the links and you will find 
the NEW website to be an easy ‘gateway’ 
to Rotary.org information as well as District 
events, news and other resources for your 
club. Check out “Contact Us” for handy 
phone numbers - (OSS). All member can 
update their own profiles, find information 
needed, send in and read stories about 
your good work, make suggestions to 
improve our website plus register and pay 
for events they wish to attend. All mem-
bership and attendance records must be 
updated online regularly to insure proper 
billing by RI and the District. (RI’s new 
policy is “No more adjustment due to inac-
curate club membership records.”)
	 At this time, I would like to thank Dr. 
Ted Nygreen who has been so valuable 
to the district by creating and operating the 
District Website. As I have told many oth-
ers, in my opinion Ted is the best volunteer 
in the District. He is talented, proactive 
and reliable. He always accomplished 
the tasks at hand timely. We will miss his 
expertise and congeniality because he 
chooses not to continue with webmaster 
responsibilities on the Clubrunner platform. 
Thank you Ted. 
	 The next Clubrunner How To 
Webinar is March 18th at 3:00 PM. 

Save $$$ Use Sound Membership Management
	 Rotary International no longer will be 
making adjustments to your reported mem-
bership numbers. Here are tips to avoid 
paying unnecessary RI or district dues for 
non-dues paying individuals.
	 1. RI uses your membership numbers 
as of June 30th and December 31st.
	 2. Update your membership records 
on the new district website by June 25 and 
December 24th before the 2nd RI dues 
invoice is prepared.
	 3. Make it a practice to immediately 
add your new members (so they get the 
Rotarian Magazine) and remove members 
who have resigned, passed, moved or 

who you determined will not be paying 
dues.  This membership record can be 
done on your club version or the NEW 
district version of Clubrunner.  Clubrunner 
integrates with Rotary.org.  
	 4. Plan ahead and send club invoices 
45 days before July 1st (if you collect dues 
bi-annually, 45 days before January 1st. 
	 5. Communicate with non-payers 
timely and make a deliberate decision to 
either remove a member(s) from club rolls 
or to hold them depending the anticipated 
likelihood that dues will be collected.  
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Non-paying members can be reinstated. 
	 Note: As of January 2015, RI Dues 
payment rules are more stringent. Non-
payment of dues for 90 days past the due 
date and brief grace period will result in 
revocation of the club charter. Revocation 
means the club name is gone forever.

	

Membership 
Management
Continued from page 1

PDG Bob Benson Passes
Rotary Will Miss You Bob!

	 Bob was born in Baltimore, MD, 
where his father was a naval officer.  
The family moved around the country 
every two to three years with one new 
assignment after another.  Bob loved the 
opportunity to meet new people, adapt to 
different situations, and learn to be flexible 
in making new friends and settling into 
new communities and cultures.
	 Bob graduated from the University of 
North Carolina and subsequently served 
his Naval ROTC obligation with two years 
in Japan.  Upon leaving the service Bob 
joined IBM, his only employer, where he 
spend the next thirty-odd years in sales 
both in the United States and abroad (five 
years in Germany).
	 The first contact Bob had with Rotary 
was through his father, who was a Rotarian 
for 50 years both overseas and in Carlisle, 
PA.  His father’s example installed in him 
the importance of public service, and in 
both Baltimore and Bronxville, he became 
involved in numerous community activities 
such as food delivery to AIDS patients 
and the Project Selection Committee of the 
Community Fund.
	 Bob joined Rotary in Bronxville in 
1993 and held numerous offices both at 
the local and district levels.  He served 
on the UN Committee and the District 
Foundation Committee. 
	 As District Governor in 2002-2003, 
Bob focused on the needs of the chil-
dren of South Africa. He asked each 
club in the district and other districts to 
contribute to the Friendly School Project 
Humanitarian Grant.  The grant, which 
exceeded $100K, refurbished multiple 
schools in the Pretoria area.  The primary 
focus was on the Kungwini Early Learning 
Center. The center was begun out of 
necessity to help the older siblings (middle 
school) who were now the caretakers of 
their preschool brothers and sisters. The 

children played outside the school as their 
siblings attended classes. These children 
had lost their parents to AIDS. The center 
was given a fresh coat of paint, books, 
computers, a stove, refrigerator and most 
importantly a playground. Bob was most 
proud that our Group Study Exchange 
Team was in SA at the time and were able 
to work hands on at the center. Bob was 
also able to send a container with needed 
school desks along with other supplies that 
were donated. 
	 As PDG, Bob was part of the 
Bronxville Rotary Club team that imple-
mented two matching grants to help 
alleviate poverty and poaching of animals 
around the South Luangwa National Park 
in Zambia.  In partnership with Community 
Markets for Conservation, farmers were 
trained in beekeeping techniques, and 
given beehives.  The honey was then 
purchased and packaged for sale in local 
markets.  A video about the project can be 
found at url….
	 Bob is survived by his wife, Rotarian 
Doris Benson, a daughter, Sandy Hill, a 
son, Howard Benson, and two grandchil-
dren, Rachel Hill and Ken Hill.
	 FYI: Bob and Doris Benson were very 
much involved with making a ‘difference 
in the world.’  Together they spearheaded 
the Comaco project in Africa for the 
Bronxville Rotary Club.  As a tribute to 
Bob, and of course Doris, Andrew Stein 
Videography, 914-671-3760, provided 
the video at: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Ca2Spzv2alQ.

Ossining Rotary 
Membership 

Tool

The 2nd Meeting of every Month is 
“Bring a guest Day.” When we focus 
together, we always enjoy the best 
result.

Remember, the second 
meeting of each month is a 

“Bring a Guest Meeting.”

IMPORTANT EVENTS

March 20-21
Saturday, Sunday

President Elect Training 
Seminar

www.midnortheastpets.org
March 27

Friday
Paul Harris Luncheon
www.Clubrunner.ca/7230

April 24-26
Friday, Saturday, Sunday noon 

Valley Forge District 
Conference

www.DavesConference.com
May

Saturday  
District Training Assembly

www.Rotary7230.org
May 31
Sunday

Brooklyn Bridge Walk for 
Polio Plus

www.Rotary7230.org
June 13
Saturday 

DG Installation Dinner
Larchmont Yacht Club
www.Rotary7230.org



3

Geri Schwalb
Yorktown Rotary Club
	 Born and raised in the Bronx, I even 
went to college in the Bronx. Now Lehman 
College, I was the last graduating class 
from that school still named Hunter College. 
My senior year, during Christmas break – I 
got married. After graduation I became a 
second grade school teacher at PS 66 in 
Richmond Hill, Queens. How different and 
how much less sophisticated 7 year olds 
were some 50 years ago! After teaching for 
several years, I had my first child and opted 
to become a stay at home Mommy. Within 
two years we had a brother for daughter, 
Amy. When both Amy and Adam were old 
enough to be in school full time, Mommy 
embarked on her second career – I ran for 
political office in my home town. In 1976 I 
won the full time position of Town Clerk for 
the Town of Yorktown. 
	 I loved the job and the flexibility of 
the position in terms of being able to see 
my childrens’ school plays and after school 
sports activities. And finally after 7 success-

Meet Our Presidents
A Recurring Column for the District Light Up Rotary Newsletter

ful campaigns I’d had enough, and was 
ready for new horizons. Having spent 14 
years in that position and having interacted 
with almost everyone in my town, I strongly 
believed that becoming a realtor would 
be a good “fit” for me. So began my real 
estate career. It certainly was scarey not 
getting a pay check on a regular basis, but 
I persevered, and built my real estate career 
into a very profitable business.  
	 Between work and family, I always 
found the time to give back to my commu-
nity and when invited to a Yorktown Rotary 
lunch I was thrilled. The warm welcome 
and comradery of the group convinced 
me that this was a very special group of 
people. We are a small club, do lots of 
projects within our community, and serve 
as officers often. But the group is like an 
extended family and would miss it terribly Continued on page 5

if it weren’t in my life. My biggest hope for 
our club is that it will grow and grow and 
grow, without losing its personality.

RCNY Supports 
Scholarship

	 The NYC Rotary Foundation present-
ed Debra Cantoni, Executive Director 
of the Miss New York Scholarship 
Organization a check for $10,000. This 
grant will be awarded to Miss New 
York 2015 at this year’s pageant on 
June 6th. Also pictured is Jillian Tapper, 
Miss New York 2014 and Rotarian Jim 
Thompson.  Jim Thompson is Chair of 
the NYRF Foundation.  Jillian spoke to 
the club about her focus on mentoring 
children as the the possibilities of life.  
The important message is very simple, 
“You can accomplish anything you want 
to achieve.”  http://missny.org/

DG Meets Sandys Student 
Exchange’s Rebekka Sunderbruch

	 In the Photo are President Stephen 
Todd, Rebbekka and DG David.   	
	 Rebbekka says: I come from a 
small village in northern Germany, two 

hours western of the city of Hamburg. 
I am attending Warwick Academy 
in Bermuda and I will attend High 
school in Germany for two more years 
before I graduate in 2017.  I plan on 
studying either Global Economics and 
Management or Marketing after gradu-
ation.
	 Our Bermuda Clubs enrich their 
Rotary mission by utilizing the wonder 
Exchange Student program.  Don’t miss 
the Student Exchange Panel at the 
District Conference.  PS. Sandys is pro-
nounced Sands.  

White Plains Rotary Feeds the Homeless

	 Warm and caring hearts prevailed 
on Saturday, January 31st as 25 mem-
bers of the Rotary Club of White Plains 
braved biting, bitter winds and tempera-

ture below 10° for a day of service at 
the Thomas H. Slater Center.  Held in 
conjunction with One Sandwich At A 
Time (OSAAT) and thanks to the coordi-
nation of RCWP member Libby Hollahan, 
we made, served and delivered food 
to the homeless.  We were joined by 
spouses and friends of Rotarians, youth 
from St. Christopher’s and staff of the 
Slater Center.  OSAAT, co-founded by 
RCWP member George Kontogiannis, 
was named by the Today Show as one 
of the 25 Inspirational Stories for 2014. 
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	 A Rotary Networking Meeting is sched-
uled for Thursday, March 19, 2015 at 8 a.m. 
Please RSVP by March 17.
	 Our mission is “Promoting networking in 
Rotary, and promoting Rotary in the business 
community.”

	 Begun in the Rotary Club of White Plains, 
we invite Rotarians from every Club and 
prospective members who a Rotarian thinks 
may be a good candidate for a Rotary Club. 
We begin and end promptly so people can 
get to work; cost is only $5 and includes 
breakfast – great deal!

	 Meetings are scheduled for the third 
Thursday of each month at the law offices 
of Bill Fishman, 11 Martine Avenue, 12th 
Floor, White Plains, NY 10606, but please 
contact Bill Fishman at: lwf7471@gmail.
com to confirm the time and place and for 
more information.

Rotary 
Networking 

Meetings

Bill Fishman

Attention Staten Island Rotarians! 
	 Drop into your own RMB charter meet-
ing on the 2nd Tuesday each month at the 
Unicorn Diner, 2944 Victory Blvd from 8:30 
to 9:30 am. Paul Harris began Rotary with a 
networking benefit idea. People do business 
with people they know and trust. RMB on 
Staten Island is for Rotary members only. Non 
Rotarians can join Rotary and participate in 
RMB plus all the Community Service work 
and social activities of Rotary.

For information call Charles DiBartolo, 
(973) 390-4719 or Al Lambert (718) 351-
4200 or email Charlie.dibartolo@gmail.com.

Charles DiBartolo Al Lambert

Learning More About Cuomo’s 
Opportunity Agenda at a 

North Shore Rotary Club Meeting

	 After unveiling his 2015 Opportunity 
Agenda in his first-ever joint State of the 
State address/budget presentation on 
Wednesday, Gov. Andrew Cuomo is 
dispatching members of the his Cabinet 
to meet with various community orga-
nizations across the state to further 
educate them on the plan. To that end, 
Audrey Zibelman, chairwoman of the 
Public Service Commission, spoke at a 
meeting of the North Shore Rotary Club 
Thursday night at Li Greci’s Staaten,

	 The governor’s agenda encompass-
es many areas of interest to Staten Island 
residents, from education reform and 
student loan forgiveness, to a statewide 
reconciliation commission to address 
police/community relations.
	 Ms. Zibelman also addressed the 
governor’s plans to allow for more prop-
erty tax cuts and to increase the state’s 
disaster preparedness.
	 Thank you to the North Shore 
Rotary Club and their President Christine 
Dehart for hosting Governor Cuomo’s 
2015 Opportunity Agenda. The 
Agenda was presented by Chairwoman 
Audrey Zibelman. Mrs. Zibelman is 
Chairwoman of the Public Service 
Commission. Should you have a group 
that is interested in hearing this presenta-
tion, please let me know.

District Rotarian 
Attends World 
Freedom Day

	 MetroNYC Rotarian, Kelly Roberts 
was invited to attend the 61st anniver-
sary of World Freedom Day in Taipei, 
Taiwan. She emails us a photo and “I 
had a great trip to Taiwan. I tried my 
best through my contacts in Taiwan to 
get in touch with a Rotary meeting while 
in Taiwan. Gary Huang’s Rotary Club is 
the first English speaking club in Taipei. 
They met at lunch on the Thursday I 
arrived and was unable to attend. 
However, I did take the photo oppor-
tunity while I was in Taipei attending 
World Freedom Day 2015 at the iconic 
Grand Hotel to snap a photo with the 
Rotary Metro NYC Club flag in Taiwan.

Pictured (l. to r.): Vice President Linda 
Murphy and President Elect Ronald 
Worth with newly inducted members 
Chris Thomas and Ester Rosamilia. 
New members have to wear white hats 
at Peekskill RC meetings and events 
until they accumulate enough mem-
ber’s signatures to request permission 
from the club to remove the hat. This 
ensures a conversation with almost all 
of the 80 members of the club.

Peekskill Club 
Installs 2 New 

Members
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Vito Foto, Eastchester Rotary Club

	 Vito was born on June 27th, 1961 in 
Brooklyn, NY and lived in Brooklyn until 
1972 when his family moved to Yonkers, 
NY.  His parents owned and operated a 
food service business where my 2 brothers 
and I worked growing up. 
	 After graduating from Sacred Heart 
High School in 1979, he earned a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Biology 
from Fordham University. After gradua-
tion from Fordham in 1983, Vito went to 
NYU and graduated in 1987 from dental 
school.  Following dental school he did his 
dental residency at Mt. Sinai Hospital.  In 
1988, Vito opened his dental practice in 
Yonkers and 5 years later, moved his prac-
tice to current location on Pondfield Road, 
Bronxville.  
	 Vito and his childhood sweetheart 

Meet Our Presidents
Continued from page 3

Pleasantville Rotary Uses Global Grant 
in Tandem with District 1880 in Kosovo

Raspberry Farms 
Project Description
	 The area Srebrenica was particu-
larly devastated during the Yugoslavian 
civil war.
	 Our Rotary Project „Raspberry 
Farms“ is considered one of the most 
important activities to help the local 
population cope with the still lingering 
results of this war.
	 The project supports
	 • Widows and their children
	 • Families taking care of their 
handicapped family members
	 • Jobless refugees returning to the 
area after the war
	 •Young families striving to make a 
living in the area (rather than emigrating)
The area Srebrenica offers excellent con-
ditions for the Project „Raspberry Farms“
	 • Type of soil, climatic conditions 
and a population experienced in the 
business result in some of the best rasp-
berries grown in Europe
	 • An initial investment of approx. 
USD 1800 is usually sufficient to give 
a family of 4 – 5 an income which 
will cover their basic needs for years to 

come - the life span of raspberry bushes 
is considered at least 10 years (usually 
much more)
	 • Vitually all communities in the 
area Sreberenica are involved in the 
Project, which makes for excellent con-
trolling and coordination of the project 
activities
	 Since the end of the civil war 
(some 20 years ago) there has never 
been a project in the area that could,  
even remotely, be compared with the 
„Raspberry Farms“ in terms of the invest-
ment-earning ratio and in terms of wide-
spread benefits for the local population.
	 Enclosed see pictures of raspberry 
bushes after planting and fully grown.
	

Lisa, were married in 1987.  Vito and Lisa 
have two children, Marc, who is 24 and 
a second year law student at Washington 
and Lee University in Lexington, VA and 
Amanda, 19, who is a second year stu-
dent at Bucknell University in Lewisburg, 
PA.  
 	 When Vito is not working or serv-
ing as President of the Rotary Club of 
Eastchester, he likes to play golf.  His 
hobbies include Formula one racing (as a 
spectator) and go-karting as participant. 
 	 Vito shares, “When I was asked to 
join the Eastchester Rotary Club, I didn’t 
know what Rotary was about. I soon 
learned was that the Rotary was a group 
of individuals with a passion and dedica-
tion to make a difference in the world. 
The words Service above Self certainly 
described what the Eastchester Rotary 
Club is all about. Our Rotary Club’s 

dedication of time and enthusiasm to 
reach out into the community and help 
the less fortunate was something that I 
am proud to be part of. I certainly sup-
port our international effort to eradicate 
polio and I feel that as the Gift of Life 
Program continues expanded, it will further 
personify our motto “Service above Self”.

	 At the February 11th DG visit to 
the Rotary Club at Sandys (pronounced 
Sands), DG David filled in for a resched-
ule guest speaker. In addition to a 
Rotary Exchange student, we recognize 
President Stephen Todd, Visiting Rotarian 
Ron Lancy, a frequent Bermuda visitor 
from the US, members Sir John Swan, 
the only known person in the District 
to have been knighted, Past President 
Tracy Adams, an officer in the Bermuda 
Police.  Meeting new and interesting 
fellow Rotarians is one the big perks of 
Rotary Membership.  How special it is!

DG Visits Sandys
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By Don Nelson, 
LCSW

The Leader Inside

	 At the end of 
a recent presenta-
tion in NYC I gave 
the audience a 
two-tip take-away 
designed to prevent 

disagreements and fights from escalat-
ing in our personal and business life. 
Relationships with significant people in 
our lives need protection from hurtful 
comments that can fracture trust made 
in the grips of strong painful emotions.
	 Afterwards some people shared 
with me how they have tried to do this, 
sometimes with success and sometimes 
not. I was struck again by the fervor in 
which they spoke and how important a 
subject this is. Crucial in fact.
	 Here are the key questions:
	 How do we disagree without with-
out sounding so disagreeable ?
	 And how do we argue or fight with 
someone close to us without having 
the conflict escalate ? (Note- any close 
ongoing relationship will have its differ-
ences. Tha’s a given.)
	 Remember, we may not resolve 
the issue so quickly, but it’s important to 
use strategies to protect the important 
relationship and not cause a breach in 
the trust.
	 Here are two tips to help disagree, 
argue or fight fair with each other:
	 1. Stay focused on the specific 
current issue that triggered the problem. 
Try to understand what might be going 
on now. Don’t do what is called “gunny-
sacking” or having a “kitchen-sink” fight.
	 For example. If two parents are dis-
agreeing about how to handle one of 
the children who acted out in school we 
don’t want to say something like: “you 
always let him get away with things, 
like that time when we visited your folks 
and you didn’t say anything” , or avoid: 
“your mother let you get away with 
things when you were a kid and now 
you’re doing the same thing.”
	 Another example of what to avoid 
would be: “You don’t say anything 
about her breaking the plate just like you 
didn’t do anything about your drunken 
brother at our wedding” (10 years ago)

Don Nelson

Note- Stay in the present and focus on 
what might have caused the problem 
and what can be done to make adjust-
ments.

	 2. Speak from personal reactions 
and feelings, not from a critical-attack-
ing mode.

	 For example. “When you don’t get 
back to our clients/customers right away 
it worries me that we’re going to lose 
them.” That’s better than saying: “You’re 
lazy and don’t care about getting back 
to people and it has to stop.” Or avoid 
saying: “I don’t trust that you’ll get this 
project done on time. You always run 
over budget.”

	 Another example of a better way 
to relate in a “fight” would be to say: 
“When you talk to me that way it makes 
me feel pushed away and I want to get 
out of here.” (Note- That’s better than try-
ing to use logic to defend irrational criti-
cisms or worse, attacking them back.)

	 Let’s emphasize a closing important 
point. If we value an important relation-
ship and wish for it to continue and 
flourish then we need to protect it. Every 
ongoing relationship will have it’s bumps 
and rough patches. How we navigate 
those times is the key to our personal 
growth and the further development 
of our important relationships. Visit my 
website: www.challengetheleaderinside.
com for other blogs and video clips with 
more tips on self-awareness and con-

A Look at St. 
George’s Rotary

	 Each week, the Grotto Bay Resort 
prepares this printed menu for every 
Rotary member.  Such a nice touch and 
dinner is only $35 including wine. Not 
everything in Bermuda is expensive! 
Enjoy attending this meeting at our next 
“On to Bermuda” typically in October 
and meet President Donnie McLaughlin 
& President Elect Madeline Hayward.
	

People are 
Awesome

	 Watch this inspirational video and 
realize, while most of us cannot accom-
plish what we view, we can make our 
clubs stronger by focusing and planning 
membership development and training 
leaders. Rotarians are Awesome.
h t t p s://w w w.you t ub e.com/emb ed/
VWf8CXwPoqI

PETS 
TRAINING

GREAT TRAINING 
FOR ALL INCOMING 
PRESIDENTS & AGs

March 20-21
Hanover Marriott, NJ

http://www.midnortheastpets.org
to register
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An Afternoon at the 
Academy Awards

	 The Seniors from around the entire 
Town of Cortlandt got all dressed up last 
week on February 18th to walk the “Red 
Carpet”, be photographed and predict 
the winners of the Oscars televised on 
Sunday, February 22.  
	 There were prizes for the best 
dressed woman, best dressed man 
and best dressed couple who walked 
the Red Carpet before entering the 
gold and black decorated Academy 
Welcome Center.  Being handed a 
glass of sparkling cider in fluted glasses 
by a Rotarian, having a catered lunch 
from our local delicatessen Sarasota’s, 
special desserts by Cortlandt Colonial 
Restaurant and watching the trailers of 
all the nominated films with popcorn 
provided by Regal Entertainment at 
Cortlandt Town Center.  They all made 
their predictions on ballots provided for 
them by Cortlandt Rotary.  The top three 
predictors will get tickets to go to the 

local theaters to see a movie of their 
choice!
	 The Supervisor Linda Puglisi, 
stopped by to join us for lunch and 
address the group of almost 100 attend-
ees.  The Supervisor also provided a 
“sweet” farewell to each person attend-
ing in the form of 2 heart-shaped cook-
ies decorated as a tuxedo and a red 
gown.
	 A glamourous time was had by one 
and all as they for next year’s event!

Metro NYC Recognizes 3rd 
NID Member

	 Former Rotary Ambassadorial 
Scholar and current member of the 
Rotary Club Metro New York City, 
Thomas Kraehenbuehl, had joined 
a multinational team of Rotarians to 
help vaccinating kids against Polio in 
India. “I was inspired by my previous 

Club Presidents Nadine Homann and 
Stefan Jekel who participated in India’s 
National Immunization Days same some 
years ago,” Thomas explains. “Greatly 
touching to give these two vaccine 
drops into the little mouths of the kids. 
Absolutely enriching to see the thankful-
ness in the young mothers’ faces. Very 
satisfying to realize in a major hospital 
with Polio patients near Delhi, that not 
a single patient was under age 25. 
Rotary’s efforts pay out. India was once 
world’s largest polio-endemic country. 
Today, India is officially off the list of 
endemic countries.

Two District Rotarians Honored by 
Staten Island Chamber

	 On February 
25th, Rotarians 
Bernard Del Rey, 
Mid-Island Rotary 
and Ron Victorio, 
Staten Island Rotary 
we honored at the 
Business Leadership 
Awards Breakfast.  
Each year, select-

ed leaders of the business community 
receive The Louis R. Miller Award.  This 
award was named after Louis R. Miller 
who was a tireless community activist 
who view volunteering as a way of 
giving someone back to his neigh-

bors.  He was a 
longtime judge for 
the Staten Island​ 
Advance Women 
of Achievement 
program.  Miller 
believed in volun-
teering as a way to 
repay everyone for 
the love of America 

he found after immigrating to America.  
The event was held at the The Excelsior 
Grand.
     Many District Rotarians attended this 
event including DG David Del Monte & 
DGE Marilyn Masiero to show support 
for our fellow Rotarians. 

Pictured (l. to r.): Team Captain Peg 
Caniff, LLS Candidate 2015 Man of 
the Year JT McFadden, LLS National 
Director of Philanthropy Laura Buckley 
and LLS 2011 Man of the Year Kevin 
Morgan from the Elmsford Rotary Club.

McFadden Running 
for LLS Man of the 

Year

	 JT McFadden is running for 2015 
Man of the Year for the Leukemia and 
Lymphoma Society; he is the third District 
7230 Rotary President to run follow-
ing Eric Lebenson (Briaircliff) and Kevin 
Morgan ( Elmsford).
	 LLS has been able through the 
Man of the Year Event provide critical 
improvements to the quality of life for all 
blood cancer survivors. In fact thanks to 
these types of campaigns LLS has been 
able to change the survivor rate of child-
hood leukemia from 4% in 1955 to 91% 
today.
	 Help JT to reach his fundraising 
goal by clicking this link: http://www.
mwoy.org/pages/ctwhv/ctwhv15/jmc-
fadden

Bernard Del Rey Ron Victorio
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1. Rotarian of the Year
a. Nominated by any Rotarian within the district, and signed by the President, or any Assistant   	
    Governor.
b. The District Past District Governors will serve as the Screening Committee, selecting the most 
    deserving candidates, if necessary.
c. The Presidents vote.
d. Recognition: Winning Nominee will receive special recognition:

d1. All nominated Rotarians will receive a District Governors Citation for Excellence of Service.
2. Club President of the Year

a. Nominated by the Club with the President’s knowledge, by Area Assistant Governor or by 
    application from the President.
b. The Past District Governors, or other appointees by the Awards committee serve as the Screening 
    Committee, if necessary.
c. Recognition: Winning Nominee will receive special recognition:

c1. All nominated Presidents will receive a District Governors Citation for Excellence of
	    Leadership.  

3. Club of the Year
a. Nominated by the Club President or Assistant Governor.
b. The Past District Governors, or other appointees by the Awards committee serve as the Screening
    Committee, if necessary.
c. Recognition: Winning Nominee will receive special recognition.

c1. All nominated Clubs will receive the District Governors Citation for Excellence.

4. Fundraising Project of the Year
a. Nominated by Club President or Assistant Governor.
b. The Past District Governors, or other appointees by the Awards committee, serve as the Screening
    Committee.
c. Recognition: Winning Nominee will receive special recognition.

c1. All nominated Rotarians will receive a District Governors Citation for Excellence of Service.

5. Community Service Project of the Year
a. Nominated by Club President or Assistant Governor
b. The Past District Governors, or other appointees by the Awards committee serve as the Screening
    Committee, if necessary.
c. Recognition: Winning Nominee will receive special recognition:

c1. All nominated Rotarians will receive a District Governors Citation for Excellence of Service.

6. International Service Project of the Year
a. Nominated by Club President or Assistant Governor
b. The Past District Governors, or other appointees by the Awards committee serve as the Screening
    Committee, if necessary.
c. Recognition: Winning Nominee will receive special recognition:

c1. All nominated Rotarians will receive a District Governors Citation for Excellence of Service.

Award Chairman Eric Storberg, PDG • eric.p.storberg@ampf.com  or (718) 370-2770x232
See Applications at: www.clubrunner.ca/7230 > Click Award Applications

Clubs with a Clubrunner website may use current ID & password. Non Clubrunner members need to register.

District 7230 Awards for 2014-2015
Deadline for application submission:  March 15, 2015


