Dear Rotary Clubs and RYLA Representatives,
I hope this message finds you well. We are excited to announce that applications for the 2026 Rotary Youth Leadership Awards (RYLA) program opened February 15! This is a reminder to begin reaching out to local schools to set up a time to meet with students and promote this incredible opportunity. If your RYLA Representative has changed since last year or you have not designated a representative please provide us with updated information ASAP!
As a RYLA Representative for your Rotary Club, your role is vital to ensuring the success of the program. Below are some key responsibilities to keep in mind:
1. Serve as Your Club's Official RYLA Representative: You are the primary point of contact for everything RYLA-related within your club.
2. Attend RYLA Zoom Calls: Throughout the year, you will need to participate in Zoom meetings where critical RYLA information will be shared.
3. Present RYLA to High School Students: With the help of other Rotarians and past RYLA students, give presentations to local high school sophomores and juniors about the program. It's essential to actively promote RYLA, as it’s a Rotary program, not a school program, even if school officials are Rotarians.  Show a Video to promote: https://youtu.be/MjHXcVdaZkc?si=QkpgE_5SI76dgE7E 
4. Promote RYLA Through Various Media Channels: Use all available mediums, including newspapers, radio, television, school newsletters, and social media, to spread the word in your community.  
1. Follow Us on Facebook:  great plains ryla 5610/5630 
2. Follow Us on Instagram:  greatplainsryla.5610.5630
3. Go to our web page: https://greatplainsryla.org 
4. Show a Video to promote: https://youtu.be/MjHXcVdaZkc?si=QkpgE_5SI76dgE7E 
5. Review Applications & Conduct Interviews: Form a committee of at least two Rotarians to review each application and personally interview applicants. Remember, all students must apply online, be interviewed, and be selected in that order.
6. Student Selection: Once you have selected your students, submit the student selection form on the Great Plains RYLA website.
7. Assist Students with RYLA Requirements: Stay in constant communication with your selected students to help them meet deadlines and requirements.
8. Fill out forms using a laptop (not a mobile device) http://greatplainsryla.org :
1. 2026 Commitment form
2. 2026 Student Application forms (filled out by the kids)
3. 2026 Selected Student form
4. 2026 Health/Medical form
5. 2026 Transportation form
9. Invite RYLA Students to a Rotary Meeting: Typically in June, invite your selected students to a Rotary meeting where they can introduce themselves and meet your club members.
10. Arrange Transportation: Ensure that transportation to and from the RYLA camp is arranged, as students are not permitted to drive themselves.
11. Post-RYLA Presentation/Project: After RYLA, coordinate with your students to arrange a presentation for your club about their experience. Encourage your students to work on a project that ties into something they learned at RYLA. Collaboration on a group project is encouraged to extend the impact of RYLA beyond camp.
This is a fantastic opportunity for students in your community, and we heavily rely on your leadership to help them make the most of it. Please begin reaching out to local schools, organizing your committee, and preparing for the upcoming application period.
Thank you for your continued support and commitment to making RYLA 2026 a success!
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