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Bernie Satterwhite is not a native Texan, although he got here as fast as he could, moving with his family as a child to Austin in 1960. He graduated with a BBA in Management from the University of Texas at Austin in 1973 and holds a master’s degree in strategic studies from the Naval War College in Newport, Rhode Island.
Bernie’s professional career spans over 40 years, beginning with 25 years as a U.S. Navy officer and aviator, operating from numerous aircraft carriers throughout the world. He commanded a navy A-6 attack squadron during Operations Desert Shield and Desert Storm and flew over 45 combat missions into Iraq and Kuwait off the USS Midway (CV-41). He subsequently commanded the east coast A-6 training squadron and the Attack Wing, Atlantic Fleet. He concluded his naval career as Commanding Officer of Naval Air Station Meridian, Mississippi. Following his military service, he served as Executive Director of the United Way of Lauderdale County, Mississippi, before being appointed City Manager of Bellaire, Texas, where he served from 2000 until his retirement in 2014.
Bernie has been a dedicated Rotarian for 25 years, exemplifying Rotary’s motto of Service Above Self through his leadership, service, and commitment to Rotary’s ideals. He began his Rotary journey in 2001 with the Rotary Club of Bellaire/Southwest Houston, where he served in numerous board positions across all avenues of service and as club president in 2008–2009. During his time in Bellaire, Bernie hosted two Rotary Youth Exchange students and administered the club’s flag fundraiser.
After moving to Flatonia, Bernie joined the Rotary Club of Flatonia, where he served as president in 2019–2020 during the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic. Despite the challenges of that time, the club continued to operate and serve its community with resilience and creativity under his leadership. He has also served the Flatonia club as secretary, treasurer, foundation chair, flag program chair, and golf tournament chair. At the district level, he has served District 5870 as Roll of Fame Chair and Assistant Governor.
A strong supporter of the Rotary Foundation, Bernie is a Major Donor Level 1, a Bequest Society Level 1member and a proud member of the Paul Harris Society, Bernie’s enduring commitment reflects his passion for fellowship, humanitarian service, and global goodwill.
Bernie currently resides with Patricia, his wife of 54 years, on their small ranch outside of Flatonia. They have three grown children and four grandchildren.

