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Rotary offering joy to Ukraine children
KILLEN, TEXAS – More than 2.2 million children have left their homes in Ukraine where, according to the United Nations, thousands of which have been displaced to Texas since the wan. Thousands have moved to Texas.
Rotary District 5870 Central Texas will be hosting a Labor Day weekend camp for Ukraine refugee children starting on Friday, September 2 through Monday, September 5 at the Variety Peaceable Kingdom in Killeen. The children will experience overnight camping, outdoor activities, and a carnival.
Rotary District 5870 Central Texas Governor, Shannon Coleman said, “Imagine being a 10-year-old child who has been isolated from their home and friends, receiving an invitation to attend a camp designed with them in mind. We are working to prepare a weekend full of fun activities, surrounded by the Central Texas Ukrainian community, with one expectation …  having fun being a kid.” 
Assisted by a Rotary International Disaster Response Grant of $25,000 fully funding the Labor Day weekend camp, Rotary District 5870 Rotarians are doing what they can to add some joy to the lives of refugee children. Partnering with Peaceable Kingdom by Variety to work hand in hand with the Central Texas Ukrainian community, they have invited 51 children to attend the weekend retreat. Boys and girls, ages 5 to 15, will be treated to activities and outdoor adventures throughout the 122-acre camp that will end with a special carnival for approximately 150 Ukrainian guests, on Monday.
The purpose of the retreat is to promote community, social skills, English language development, friendship, camaraderie, support and empowerment through nature and adventure. 80+ Rotarian volunteers and 20+ volunteers from the Ukrainian community will work together to assist at least 51 children for recreation, social connection, friendship, support and empowerment through nature and adventure.
We believe that time spent at Peaceable Kingdom will positively impact feelings of separation, loss of community and uncertainty about the future that our newest campers may be experiencing. This will also offer an opportunity to bring the local Ukrainian community together to promote cohesion, community, and support, said Stacy Bruce, President & Executive Director of Variety, the Children’s Charity of Texas.
District 5870 includes 57 clubs and over 2,184 members serving their communities here in Central Texas from Corsicana to Yoakum (northern- and southern-most clubs) and from Marble Falls to Somerville (western- and eastern-most clubs).
# # #
Rotary is 1.4 million passionate individuals in 46,000+ clubs worldwide. We are both an international organization and a local community leader. Together we lead change in our own backyards and across the world. 

If you would like more information about this topic, please contact Rotary District 5870 Governor Shannon Coleman at 512-627-8546 or shannoncolemanrotary@gmail.com. You can find more information at https://www.rotarydistrict5870.org

Page | 2
image1.png
{ District 5870
Rotary Z0F | Central Texas





