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PET & ANIMAL DISASTER PLANNING


1. Statewide Reality
Hawaiʻi has no unified animal‑disaster system. Each island has different humane societies, county animal‑control agencies, shelter capacity, hazards, and geography.
Across all islands:
· Pets evacuate only if owners bring crates, food, meds, and records
· Service animals stay with humans (ADA)
· Pets go to pet‑friendly shelters (separate rooms, same campus)

2. What’s the Same Everywhere
· Pets must be crated
· Owners bring food, meds, records
· Pet areas are separate from human shelters
· Counties decide which shelters open
· Humane societies do not run human shelters

3. What Pet‑Friendly Shelters Are
· Co‑located, not co‑housed 
· Humans → gym/cafeteria
· Pets → classroom/other building
· Owners may visit, feed, and care for pets
· No crate = no entry
· Counties operate shelters; humane societies support animal care

4. Alternatives to County Shelters
Rotary can support:
· Car‑based evacuation areas (safe parking, shade, water, pet relief)
· Community centers/churches with temporary pet areas
· Pop‑up pet relief stations (water, bowls, waste bags, crates)
· Ranch/farm partnerships for livestock and horses

5. Housing Humans + Pets Together (Outside Official Shelters)
· Hospitality partnerships (pet‑friendly hotels, pre‑negotiated rates)
· Airbnb/vacation rentals with pre‑screened emergency hosts
· Boarding & foster networks (vet clinics, rescues, foster homes)

6. Transportation Gaps (Rotary’s Biggest Role)
On‑Island (Critical for Kupuna)
Rotary can:
· Build a volunteer driver corps
· Maintain a list of truck/SUV owners
· Provide loaner crates
· Help kupuna load pets safely
· Coordinate with Fire/EMS for access
Inter‑Island (Major Statewide Gap)
Needed after large disasters (e.g., Lahaina):
· Medical evacuation
· Rehoming
· Shelter overflow
Rotary can:
· Partner with airlines, charters, pilots
· Create a Rotary Animal Airlift Network
· Coordinate ferry‑based transport for Molokaʻi/Lānaʻi
· Fund travel crates

7. Supplies & Preparedness (Statewide Standardization)
Rotary can create:
· Pet go‑bag kits
· Crate libraries
· Pet ID cards
· Medication sheets
· Kupuna‑friendly checklists
· Statewide educational materials

8. Shelter Support (All Islands)
Rotary can:
· Stockpile crates
· Provide volunteers
· Assist with check‑in
· Create signage kits
· Support lost/found communication
· Provide shade tents and cooling stations

9. One‑Sentence Summary
Every island handles animals differently during disasters, but Rotary can unify preparedness statewide,  especially by filling gaps in transportation, supplies, and safe housing for families with pets.

