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GUIDELINES FOR ROTARY FOUNDATION-FUNDED PROJECT SIGNAGE AND USE OF NAME “ROTARY” OR OTHER ROTARY MARKS

Recipients of Rotary Foundation grant funds should provide appropriate project signage as outlined below (and in section 40.010.2 of The Rotary Foundation Code of Policies). Please see page three of this document for a sample project sign. 

40.010.2.	 Recognition Plaque for TRF Funded Projects
The Trustees have approved a plaque design as a recommended model for signage to be placed on or in conjunction with Rotary projects that are funded by The Rotary Foundation.  Rotarians should include signage on or in conjunction with their projects so as to identify the role of the grant sponsors and The Rotary Foundation in the grant projects.

The general secretary is authorized to revise the recommended design as required.  The general secretary is requested to include the design in The Rotary Foundation grants publications and correspondence.  (September 2011 Trustees Mtg., Dec. 7)

Source:	April 2011 Trustees Mtg., Dec. 125, Amended by September 2011 Trustees Mtg., Dec. 7

Grant recipients must also comply with the policies regarding the proper use of the name “Rotary” or other Rotary Marks as outlined below (and in sections 34.040.6, 34.040.11, and 34.040.12 of the Rotary Code of Policies).

34.040.6.  Use of Name “Rotary,” or other Rotary Marks by Rotary Entities

When used by itself, the word “Rotary” or the Rotary Emblem normally refers to the entire organization, Rotary International. It also means the ideals and principles of the organization. All club, district, multidistrict and other Rotary Entity activities, projects or organizations must include identifiers of the club, district, multidistrict group, zone or other Rotary Entity when using the name “Rotary,” or other Rotary Marks. In limited instances and otherwise in accordance with policy (see Brand Center for guidelines) a geographic identifier may be used, provided it accurately represents the interests of each club in that area and appropriate approvals are sought from the district governors, club presidents and/or directors. Such identifier must immediately follow or precede “Rotary.” Such identifier must be in close proximity to and in equal prominence with the Rotary Emblem or other of the Rotary Marks.

The Rotary Marks must always be reproduced in their entirety. No abbreviations, prefixes or suffixes such as “Rot” or “Rota” are permitted, except for use in “Interota” for the periodic Interota meetings and “Rotex” for approved Rotary Alumni Associations. No alterations, obstructions or modifications of the Rotary Marks are permitted. The simplified wheel is to be used only together with “Rotary” as part of the simplified signature lock -up or with “Interact” or “Rotaract” as part of the simplified signatures. RI allows for overwriting of the Rotary emblem or other Rotary mark (watermarked, printed, screened or embossed), provided the Rotary emblem or other Rotary Mark is not otherwise partially covered and/or obstructed.

For correct color reproductions of the Rotary emblem and other of the Rotary Marks, current guidelines are found in the Brand Center at https://brandcenter.rotary.org/en-us/, which gives further specifications for reproducing the Rotary emblem and guidelines for maintaining a standardized, coordinated identity for all Rotary materials. Rotarians are reminded that Rotary is both a local and a global organization and even local uses may enjoy global recognition through the use of the Internet. Different cultures have different standards and different sensitivities. Any use of the Rotary Marks under these guidelines should attempt to be culturally sensitive and in concert with the Object of Rotary. RI reserves the right to review and approve any uses of the Rotary Marks. The Rotary Marks may not be depicted in combination with images of guns, weapons, or other armaments.

Rotary Entity activities, projects or organizations that are to include the name “Rotary,” or other Rotary Marks without a further qualifier, must first seek an exception to policy from the Board. Rotarians coordinating existing activities, projects and organizations should review and make necessary changes consistent with this policy. (October 2025 Mtg., Bd. Dec. 19)

Source: February 1996 Mtg., Bd. Dec. 198; May 2000 Mtg., Bd. Dec. 399; Amended by May 2003 Mtg., Bd. Dec. 368; May 2011 Mtg., Bd. Dec. 202; June 2013 Mtg., Bd. Dec. 242; January 2015 Mtg., Bd. Dec. 117; May 2015 Mtg., Bd. Dec. 166; May 2015 Mtg., Bd. Dec. 195; July 2015 Mtg., Bd. Dec. 16; October 2015 Mtg., Bd. Dec. 37; June 2017 Mtg., Bd. Dec. 172; September 2017 Mtg., Bd. Dec. 24; April 2019 Mtg., Bd. Dec. 172; October 2019 Mtg., Bd. Dec. 29; October 2019 Mtg., Bd. Dec. 57; February 2022 Mtg., Bd. Dec. 76; June 2022 Mtg., Bd. Dec. 159; October 2025 Mtg., Bd. Dec. 19

34.040.11. Use of Name “Rotary” in Connection with Club Activities
Use of the word “Rotary” in connection with or in the name of an activity of a club or group of clubs must relate the activity directly to such club or group of clubs and neither directly nor indirectly to Rotary International. Use of the word “Rotary” (or any abbreviation or portion thereof) is not  authorized in connection with or in the name of an activity that is not under full control of a Rotary club or group of Rotary clubs or in connection with or in the name of any organization, the membership of which includes non-Rotarian individuals or organizations. 

Source: March 1961 Mtg., Bd. Dec. 206; Amended by May 2011 Mtg., Bd. Dec. 202; September 2017 Mtg., Bd. Dec. 24. Affirmed by June 2001 Mtg., Bd. Dec. 383

34.040.12. Use of the Name “Rotary,” the Rotary Emblem, or Other Rotary Marks in Multidistrict Activities

All club, district, multidistrict and other Rotary Entity activities, projects and organizations must include identifiers of the club, district, multidistrict group, zone or other Rotary Entity when using the name “Rotary,” the Rotary Emblem or other Rotary Marks. In limited instances and otherwise in accordance with policy (see Brand Center for guidelines), a geographic identifier may be used, provided it accurately represents the interests of each club in that area and appropriate approvals are sought from the district governors, club presidents and/or directors. Such identifier must be in close proximity to and in equal prominence with the Rotary Emblem or other of the Rotary Marks (see Brand Center). In order to clarify that the activity, project or organization is not one of RI or TRF, its promotional materials, printed and electronic, and especially on any donation page, shall state that the activity, project or organization is one of a local nature.

The Rotary Marks must always be reproduced in their entirety. No abbreviations, prefixes or suffixes such as “Rot” or “Rota” are permitted, except for use in “Interota” for the periodic Interota meetings. No alterations, obstructions or modifications of the Rotary Marks are permitted. The simplified wheel is to be used only together with “Rotary” as part of the simplified signature lock-up or with “Interact” or “Rotaract” as part of the simplified signatures. RI allows for overwriting of the Rotary emblem or other Rotary Mark (watermarked, printed, screened or embossed), provided the Rotary emblem or other Rotary Mark is not otherwise partially covered and/or obstructed.

Rotary Entity activities, projects or organizations that are to include the name “Rotary,” the Rotary Emblem, or other Rotary Marks without a further identifier must first secure an exception to policy from the Board. Rotarians coordinating existing doctor banks and similar club, district, multidistrict and other Rotary Entity activities, projects or organizations should review and make necessary changes to the activity, project or organization names and materials, consistent with this policy. (October 2025 Mtg., Bd. Dec. 19)

Source: February 1996 Mtg., Bd. Dec. 198; June 2013 Mtg., Bd. Dec. 242; Amended by May 2000 Mtg., Bd. Dec. 399; November 2006 Mtg., Bd. Dec. 35; January 2015 Mtg., Bd. Dec. 117; May 2015 Mtg., Bd. Dec. 166; July 2015 Mtg., Bd. Dec. 16; October 2015 Mtg., Bd. Dec. 37; September 2017 Mtg., Bd. Dec. 24; April 2019 Mtg., Bd. Dec. 172; October 2019 Mtg., Bd. Dec. 29; October 2019 Mtg., Bd. Dec. 57; June 2022 Mtg., Bd. Dec. 159; October 2025 Mtg., Bd. Dec. 19
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Project type or area of focus


Names of host sponsors

Names of international sponsors

Names of other clubs or districts involved

This project was made possible in part by a grant from
THE ROTARY FOUNDATION OF ROTARY INTERNATIONAL
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