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One million species at risk of
extinction, UN report warns

Apple and cherry production hampered by lack of
wild bees

Bees affected by loss of habitat, pesticides and
climate crisis
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Climate change creates a new
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THE UN’s 17 Sustainable Development Goals
mostly align with Rotary’s Six Areas of Focus:

Only six UNSDG Goals do not align:

Promoting Peace
Those that relate to the Environment

Fighting Disease

11 SUSTAINABLE CITIES 1 2 RESPONSIBLE
AND COMMUNITIES CONSUMPTION
AND PRODUCTION

Providing Clean Water and Sanitation
aidz | CO

Saving Mothers and Children

15 oo

14 Ililgll.zﬂw WATER

Supporting Education 13 Senow

Growing Local Economies
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An AOF for the Environment
opens opportunities beyond Global Grants

TRF will be able to add a team of technical advisors with
environmental expertise.

Peace Fellows and Global Grant Scholars will be able to choose
the Environment as their course of study.

Arch Klumph Society Members will be able to dedicate their gifts
to the environment.

Staff members will be empowered to support initiatives relating to
the environment.

Rotary will be able to expand staff expertise to add an
Environmental Sustainabllity officer, and more.
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SIX POINTS

» Trustees unanimously created New Area of Focus and amended TRF’s Mission
Statement, BUT No Policy or Grantmaking Guidelines yet.

No Global Grant applications until July 2021

Role of Rotary Action Groups — Primarily supporting clubs and Districts
In project development, and implementation

Limitations on Advocacy — only what you need to do the project at hand.

Standard Rotary Club Constitution — Article 14 YES: Discuss the welfare of the
community, the nation, and the world, but NO endorsing ‘political’ positions.

Tension between limitations on clubs, and responsibilities of individual Rotarians

— see 1992 JOnkoping Resolution.
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June 2020 Actions by TRF Trustees and Rl Directors
The Trustees .. ..

. subject to approval by the RI Board, unanimously agreed to add the

Environment as a seventh area of focus, effective 1 July 2021 and revised
Rotary Foundation's mission statement to read:

Our Mission: The Rotary Foundation helps Rotarians to advance world

understanding, goodwill, and peace by improving health, providing quality
education, improving the environment, and alleviating poverty.

The Board . . .

. thanked the Trustees for accepting the Board's earlier request to establish

a new Environment area of focus and unanimously agreed to the addition of
this seventh areas of focus;

https://my.rotary.org/en/learning-reference/about-rotary/trustee-decisions
https://my.rotary.org/en/learning-reference/about-rotary/board-decisions
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Rotary Action Groups
RI Code of Policies Article 42

42.030.2. Relationship with Rotary International

Rotary Action Groups are a resource to Rotary clubs and districts in their specialty.
Rotary Action Group activities must be in harmony with RI policy. Rotary Action
Groups may not be used to promote religious beliefs, political issues, or other
non-Rotary organizations, or for the sole purpose of advocacy. Recognition of a
Rotary Action Group by RI in no way implies legal, financial or other obligation or
responsibility on the part of RI, or any district or club. A Rotary Action Group may
not act on behalf of RI, or represent or imply that it has authority to act on behalf
of RI. A Rotary Action Group is not an agency of RI. Rotary Action Groups must be
self-sustaining financially, administratively, and otherwise. Rotary Action Groups may
not exist or function in any country in violation of the laws of such country.
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42.030.15. Rotary Action Group Advocacy Guidelines

The general secretary shall circulate to all Rotary Action Groups the Rotary Action
Group Advocacy Guidelines, as follows:

Rotarians are advocates for ending polio and for improving lives through service in
Rotary’s six areas of focus.* Rotary Action Groups are organized with the purpose of
supporting clubs and districts in planning and implementing large-scale, community
development and humanitarian service projects in a particular domain in which their
members have expertise. As part of their work, it is understood that RAGs
promote awareness of an issue and advocate for action to address the issue.
When dealing with governments for which a particular issue is politically sensitive,
RAGs are expected to avoid taking partisan positions and are encouraged to submit
suggested calls to action to Rotary International for review.” (April 2018 Mtg., Bd. Dec.

135)
Source: January 2018 Mtg., Bd. Dec. 102

*This section of the Rl Code of Policies has not been amended since

the creation of the area of focus, ‘Supporting the Environment’ ESRAG
Rotary iy



Standard Rotary Club Constitution

Article 14 Community, National, and International Affairs

Section 1 — Proper Subjects. Any public question involving the welfare of the community,

the nation, and the world is a proper subject of fair and informed discussion at a club

meeting. However, this club shall not express an opinion on any pending controversial public
measure.

Section 2 — No Endorsements. This club shall not endorse or recommend any candidate for

public office and shall not discuss at any club meeting the merits or demerits of any such

candidate.

Section 3 — Non-Paolitical.

(a)Resolutions and Opinions. This club shall neither adopt nor circulate resolutions or
opinions and shall not take action dealing with world affairs or international policies of a
political nature.

(b)Appeals. This club shall not direct appeals to clubs, peoples, or governments, or circulate
letters, speeches, or proposed plans for the solution of specific international problems of a
political nature.

Rotary ESRAG

https://my.rotary.org/en/learning-reference/about-rotary/governance-documents



Council on Resolutions: 92-287
from the Rotary Club of JonkOping, Sweden.

...clubs shall be encouraged to ... make it possible for our
earth to survive as a good place for mankind and give
emphasis to the protection and improvement of the
environment in their community and World Community
Service projects.

It Is the responsibility of every Rotarian to support action
directed at improving the environment and protecting animals
and plants from extinction.

Article 42 Community Service

42.020. Environmental Protection

42.020.1. Protecting the Environment

1998 RI Code of Policies, present until 2010 Rotary
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Challenging times for
our clubs

Embracing the environment as a
cause will open many
opportunities for Rotary’s future
and for the world.

Rotary’s leadership is needed.

There’s a thirst for
Rotary’s moral authority.

Opportunities I- I'
 New Members

» Project Inspirations- District grants now; Global Grants July 1, 2021 Rotary Opens Opportunities

* New Partner opportunities
* New Funding Opportunities

ESRAG
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ESRAG’s Project Drawdown Task Force

Climate Solutions inspired by Project Drawdown research

PROJECT
DRAWDOWN

* Reduce Sources
« Support Sinks
« Strengthen Institutions

Co-leaders:
Doug White Anderson dougkwhite@gmail.com
Rob Anderson rob@causegoodthings.com,

i
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mailto:dougkwhite@gmail.com
mailto:rob@causegoodthings.com

Car b on OffS etS A partnership with global impact!

ESRAG is partnering with Tradewater, a mission-based company, to collect and
eliminate obsolete Freon cylinders, eliminating an ozone depleting and potent

lobal warming gas
J J9 Partnership with ESRAG expands the global network

'@‘ to collect Freon cylinders for destruction
."lo .

Together we can prevent 1,000,000 tons of GHG from
being released into the atmosphere by the end of
2021

~ « Freon collection and destruction creates economic
opportunity and protects the environment

I l Rotary
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\ For more infermation visit esrag.org

Offset

ESRAG provides offset opportunities

| Offset My Carbon Footprint!

q

Rotary

CARBON OFFSET CERTIFICATE

A gift from

has been given in your
honor to offset

tonnes of CO3 to reduce greenhouse
gas emissions in the fight against
the climate crisis. This donation will
support the work of the Environmental
Sustainability Rotary Action Group in its
mission to educate others as well as

helping develop, fund, and implement
carbon reducing global projects within
Rotary.

ESRAG
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Graphic adapted from Global Footprint Network, Earth Overshoot Day 2012

ESRAG

ENVIRONMENTAL
5 SUSTAINABILITY
® ROTARY ACTION GROUP

Invest in Rotary projects
to reduce & clean-up GHG
emissions
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ESRAG’s Renewable Energy Task Force

Solar and wind power
as local utilities for

* schools

e clinics
Cleaner, more efficient e wells :
cook stoves * community centers | _

* use less fuel

M - healthier Indoor Air

, * less time &/or money spent on fuel
'« reduced deforestation

 safer cooking I-I I-l Rotary ESRAG
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ESRAG’s Biodiversity Task Force

Biodiversity Support — pollinator gardens,
reducing animal —human conflict

Water-shed & ecosystem
sensitive plantings, agroforestry
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Empowering Women and Girls

Menstrual Hygiene Management
¢ and reusable kits to support
% school completion.

Supporting Reproductive Health
and Education to give Women
choices

Training Women and Girls in
STEM Providing skills and
Opportunities in Green technologies

Rotary ESRAG
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ESRAG’s Food Solutions Task Force

LUN H Reducing Food Waste
oul/of
LANDFILLS!
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_ Plant-based diets

Resilient and
Regenerative Agriculture



Coming Soon: Circular Economy Task Force

Working upstream to reduce single use
Plastics and the need for Clean ups,
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Pollution in the River killed my older sister, one
| will never know, because she died before |
was born, from Polio contracted from a
contaminated River where untreated sewage
still flows today. The influence of Rotarians is
huge. The moral authority of Rotarians can play
a leading role In bringing positive
environmental action. We must stop pollution
and Rotary MUST make the environment a
unique area of focus: to prevent more deaths
and sickness, to stop those mothers from
losing their children, To make sure our future
generations live in a better world. )

Salvador Rico, Cleaning the Rivers of the World, RC South Ukiah, CA, USA




Open opportunities
by taking action:

=
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Join ESRAG

Engage your Regional Chapter
Connect with a Project Task Force
Calculate reduce and offset your carbon footprint: home - club - business
Start an Environmental Committee in your club

Support your District’s Environmental Officer — or become one
Activate Rotary youth with the Climate Solutions Coalition.

Use ESRAG's resources to open environmental opportunities in your club.
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» First ever Observer Delegate sent by Rotary
International to the UNFCCC Climate Talks,
attending COP24 in Katowice, Poland,
December 2018.

= |nvited Presenter to TRF’s Environmental
Issues Taskforce, February 2020

I-l II-I Rotary f»E

Rotary Opens Opportunitie

Karen Kendrick-Hands, J.D.
RC Madison, WI D 6250

Email: kdkhands@esrag.org
Phone: +1 (313) 600-1668

ESRAG







Rotary Climate
Action Network.

Subject: RCAT/ESRAG Andrew L iho ate Ll
Gunther speaking on the Climate WIECUNGRN ERVICITIEN: T Gunther
Crisis & Solutions Sept 17, 2020k Thuredgy 11AM PST
When: Thursday, September 17, virtual talk will revealithe siFPrSIG history of climate
2020 at 1:00 pm - 2:00 PM. Central  science, discuss the cri ical’events leading to the current
Time climate emergency and ¢ i "’, i tions of some of
‘our most hopeful solutic h are already
underway. Those who nd will'become more effective
Location: mmunicators about climate issues, and-ambassadors for
. the clean-energy transition that's needed to give the next
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/47340 _g_eneratmn a .,?Z,e livabl = :
057117?pwd=L0UreDFsOWh2dnpuc Andrew Gunther is an- scientist and climate
GViczNvcUZgQT09G c angegducator ifite yCallforma;

Alan Anderson
luckyduck49@gmail.com
Cell: 507-301-4673



https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4734005711?pwd=L0UreDFsOWh2dnpucGViczNvcUZqQT09G
mailto:luckyduck49@gmail.com

