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What is Rotary?
Officially, Rotary is defined as an
organisation of business and professional
men and women united worldwide, who
provide humanitarian service, encourage
high ethical standards in all vocations and
help build goodwill and peace in the world.

Specifically. a Rotary Club is composed of
business and professional people in a
community who have accepted the ideal of
service as a basis for attaining fulfilment in
their personal, vocational and community
lives. In fact, the ideal of service exemplified
in the motto Service Above Seffis the thread
that runs throughout the Rotary World and
unites like-minded people in thought and
action, no matter in what part of the world
they live.
Who is a Rotarian?

A Rotarian is a person committed to
helping their community, who wants to
associate, work and socialise with a group
of like minded individuals. In doing so,
business becomes more than merely the
basis of livelihood; it becomes a way of
serving competently and unselfishly.

Rotarians are committed to service, and
use every opportunity to further the needs
of the community through their
occupations. In addition, as Rotarians
strive to meet high ethical standards,
opportunities are created for business with
other Rotarians, knowing you are dealing
with people with the same ideals as you.

The Internationality of Rotary creates
opportunities to expand your horizons
through Rotary and its many international
programmes.

Eradicating Polio Worldwide

Rotary’s commitment to global polio eradication
began in 1979 with a five-year project to immunise
six million Philippine children against this devastating
disease. In taking up polio eradication as its first
corporate project in 1985, Rotary embarked on an
ambitious fundraising campaign that garnered
US$247 million by 1988, and to date more than
$900 million.

We are now in the final phase of the project, and are
being supported by organisations such as the Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation who have pledged a further
$355 million in challenge grants to Rotary, which in
response has pledged to raise $200 million. The
resulting $555 million will support critically needed
polio eradication activities.

Rotary International

| want to salute Rotary International
for its extraordinary leadership
in the fight against Polio
Koft Annan, UN Secretary General

But equally important is the volunter army of
Rotarians who promote “National Immunisation
Days” (NID’s), travel by camel and helicopter to take
the vaccine to children in remote areas, and negctiate
ceasefires so that NID’s can take place in war-torn
countries. Since 1985, more than 2 billion children
have been immunised against polio, and polio cases
have declined more than 99%.

District 9350 website:  www.rotary9350.co.za
Rotary International website:  www.rotary.org

What is Rotary: Current facts and figures

Rotary is an organisation of business and professional
leaders united world-wide, who provide humanitarian
service, encourage high ethical standards in all
vocations, and help build goodwill and peace in the
world.

- Rotary International is some 1.2 million service-
minded men and women in over 33 000 clubs in
virtually every nation in the world.

- Rotarians meet weekly for fellowship and
interesting, informative programmes dealing with
topics of local and global importance.

- Membership is by invitation and reflects a wide
cross-section of community representation.

Interested in joining? Contact your local club
through the Rotarian who gave you this brochure,

or visit www.rotary9350.co.za

The ability to conduct business with
people that you know hold the same
ethical views is simply priceless
Larry Jacka, Australia

Rotarians plan and carry out a remarkable variety of
humanitarian, educational and cultural exchange
programmes that touch people’s lives in their local
communities and our world community.

The Rotary Foundation provides some US$60 million
each year for international scholarships, cultural
exchanges humanitarian projects, large and small,
that improve the quality of life for millions of people.
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About our Rotary Club:

The Organisation of Rotary
Rotary is essentially a grassroots organisation, with
most of its service efforts being carried out at the club
level. The district and international structure is
designed to support the clubs and help them provide
more service in their communities and abroad.

Clubs

Rotarians are members of Rotary Clubs, which belong
to the global association Rotary International (RI).
Each club elects its own officers and enjoys
considerable autonomy within the framework of
Rotary’s constitution and by-laws.

Districts

Clubs are grouped into 531 Rl districts, each led by a
District Governor, who is an officer of Rl. The district
administration, including Assistant Governors and
various committees, guides and supports the clubs.

Rotary’s Guiding Principles
Throughout Rotary’s history, several basic principles
have been developed to guide Rotarians in achieving
the ideal of service and high ethical standards.

Object of Rotary
First formulated in 1910 and adapted throughout the
years as Rotary’s mission expanded, the Object of
Rotary provides a succint definition of the
organisation’s pumpose as well as the individual club
member's responsibilities.

The Object of Rotary is to encourage and foster the
ideal of service as a basis of worthy enterprise and, in
particular, to encourage and foster;

First The development of acquaintance as an
opportunity for service;

Second High ethical standards in business and
professions; the recognition of the
worthiness of all useful occupations; and the
dignifyng of each Rotarian’s occupation as
an opportunity to serve society;

Third  Theapplication of the ideal of service in each
Rotarian’s persond, business and community lifer

Fourth The advancement of international
understanding, goodwill and peace through a
world fellowship of business and professional
persons united in the ideal of service.

Membership in Rotary is the ‘power of

one’ multiplied many times over by the

programmes of Rotary International
Harriet Schioer USA

The Four Way Test
Of the things we think, say or do:
- Isit the truth?
- Is it fair to all concerned?
- Wil it build good will and better
friendships?
- Will it be beneficial to all concemed?

The Rotary Foundation
The Rotary Foundation of Rlis a
not-for-profit corporation whose
mission is to support the efforts
of Rotary International in the
fulfilment of the Object of Rotary,
Rotary’s mission, and the achievement of world
understanding and peace through local national
and international humanitarian,educational, and
cultural programmes.

Humanitarian Grants Programme
Humanitarian grants enable Rotarians to increase
their support of international service projects that
provide water wells, medical care, literacy classes
and other essentials to people in need. Rotarian
participation is key to the success of these projects.

District 9350

District 9350 covers a large part of the Southem African
sub-continent, incorporating the whole of Angola and
Namibia, and the western part of the Republic of
South Africa. It covers an area of 2.4 million square
kilometers reaching from the Angolan border in the
north to the southern tip of Africa — a distance of 3 200
kilometres and an average of 600 kilometres wide
along its entire length. It's coast is washed by both
the Atlantic and Indian oceans, and it's varied natural
beauty is unsurpassed in Southern Africa.
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